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EXPLORING THE NORTHEAST…Students in Carol Rosner’s class at School
One in Scotch Plains recently completed an in-depth study of the northeast states.
Each student conducted research on a given state, producing a state report, a
hand-drawn map and an original diorama. The unit culminated in the popular
“Northeast Feast,” a celebration of foods from each of the states. Pictured, from
left to right, with their dioramas, are: Jasson Mazzetti, Dominic DiFrancesco,
Emma Sherry and Joe’l Pagan.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Kean Condemns Port
Nuclear Security Lack
MOUNTAINSIDE – The follow-

ing is a statement from U.S. Senate
candidate Tom Kean Jr. on the release
of a Government Accountability Of-
fice report on the subject of smug-
gling and detection of nuclear mate-
rials. The report was released in ad-
vance of Congressional hearings
which began yesterday.

“The fact that investigators were
able to smuggle the makings of a
dirty bomb into the United States is
shocking. The Department of Home-
land Security must step up its deploy-
ment of radiation-detection monitors
at all points of entry. Government
inaction in New Jersey, the United
States and internationally is unac-
ceptable. We need full implementa-
tion of all 9/11 Committee recom-
mendations,” said SenatorKean.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, March 18, a Spruce Mill

resident reported being the victim of ha-
rassment. The victim stated that a neigh-
bor calls her several times a day to com-
plain about the way she drives. The inci-
dent is under investigation by police.

Monday, March 20, a Dutch Lane resi-
dent reported being the victim of forgery.
The victim told police she received a call
from her bank stating someone made a
purchase for approximately $680.

Wednesday, March 22, Jose Aguero,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice. Aguero was
reportedly stopped for a motor vehicle
violation and supplied false information
to police.

Thursday, March 23, a resident of
Mountain Avenue said someone smashed
the rear window of his vehicle, which was
parked in front of his house, and removed
items.

Friday, March 24, a Plainfield Avenue
business owner reported that after he
parked his vehicle in front of his shop,
someone removed several items from his
vehicle. The value of the stolen items is
approximately $600, police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 15, Karl S. Gates,

32, of Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue
and Glenwood Road and charged with
hindering apprehension and providing
several false names to police, police said.

Wednesday, March 15, Jackolean
Johnson, 52, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with providing false infor-
mation to police at headquarters.

Thursday, March 16, Adisa Decevic,
19, of Roselle Park was arrested and
charged after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue at Sheleens Crossing with
hindering apprehension and giving a false
name to police.

Saturday, March 18, Monique P.
Raymond, 38, of Roselle was arrested on
an active warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road at Patterson
Road.

Saturday, March 18, Yusef B. Ali, 42,
of Beauford, S.C. was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue at
Hetfield Road, which revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.

Saturday, March 18, Teresa A. Mobley,
33, of Plainfield was arrested following a
field investigation, which revealed mul-
tiple outstanding warrants.

Sunday, March 19, Ikeef S. Jenkins,
26, of Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Midway Avenue, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Sunday, March 19, Albert Bennett, Jr.,
60, of Willingboro was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI), police said

Monday, March 20, Sharoll J. Rocca,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Tuesday, March 21, Jeffrey S. Gordon,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue re-
vealed a no-bail warrant out of Mercer
County.

Sunday, March 26, Ricardo F. Vallejo-
Cordova, 29, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Sunday, March 26, Youme Charles,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
5th Street, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Sunday, March 26, Erik W. Tornquist,
28, of Warren was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Midway Avenue, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Monday, March 27, Charles G. Barco,
21, of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation revealed several outstand-
ing warrants.

Monday, March 27, Jonathan E. Ellcott,
27, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South Avenue and Old
South Avenue, which revealed outstand-
ing warrants.

Mountainside
Monday, March 20, Joseph K. Beford,

21, of Newark was arrested and charged
with  false uttering and theft by deception
after allegedly depositing a forged check
into the bank account of another indi-
vidual and then withdrawing funds from
that account, police said.

Monday, March 20, a resident of Deer
Path reported being the victim of theft.
She received a call from her credit card
company stating that someone had made

unauthorized purchases using her bank
card. The victim reported that the card
was in her possession and has since been
cancelled. Police said the incident is un-
der investigation.

Friday, March 24, a patron of a Route
22 restaurant reported that his passenger
side window was smashed and his Global
Positioning System (GPS) was stolen from
the vehicle. A pair of reading glasses,
believed to be left behind by the suspect,
has been entered into evidence, police
said.

Friday, March 24, Kerwin B. Timothy,
23, of Newark was stopped on Route 22
for having tinted windows and later ar-
rested and charged with driving with a
suspended license.

Sunday, March 26, Matthew
Bermudez, 20, of Union was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for out-
standing warrants.

Monday, March 27, Alexandria R.
Dimeglio, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
following a Department of Motor Ve-
hicles (DMV) road check for driving with
a suspended license.

Monday, March 27, Anthony Torres,
32, of Corona, N.Y. was arrested follow-
ing a DMV road check for operating a
moror vehicle with a revoked driver’s
license.

Monday, March 27, Leonard J. Jonah,
32, of Plainfield was stopped on Route 22
for having an expired inspection sticker,
a loud exhaust system, broken driver’s
side mirror and a brake light out. He was
arrested and charged with driving with a
suspended license.

Monday, March 27, Charles J.
Roudebush, 29, of New Providence
was arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22, which revealed out-
standing warrants for him in the amount
of $668.

Westfield
Saturday, March 18, Laura Naab, 39,

of Elizabeth was arrested at South Av-
enue and Center Street in Garwood on
criminal warrants from Edison, for $2,500,
and Millburn, for $1,000. She was turned
over to Edison authorities.

Sunday, March 19, a resident of the
1000 block of Ripley Avenue reported
someone stole a headlight from her motor
vehicle while it was in her driveway.

Sunday, March 19, a resident of the
600 block of Shackamaxon Drive reported
someone stole the headlights from his
motor vehicle while it was in his drive-
way.

Sunday, March 19, James V. Gill, 5th,
41, of Jackson was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters and charged with theft
of moveable property for allegedly re-
moving a painting valued at $24,000 from
an East Broad Street building. Gill was
released with a summons. The painting
was recovered.

Tuesday, March 21, someone spray
painted the number 666 and an anarchical
symbol on the front doors of an Elmer
Street church.

Tuesday, March 21, an Orchard Street
resident reported that someone removed
a blank check from her house.

Tuesday, March 21, William Ricketts,
54, of Princeton was arrested at Somerset
County jail on a criminal warrant from
Westfield for $200. He was committed on
default of bail.

Tuesday, March 21, Teriann Magill,
18, of Rockaway Beach, N.Y. was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
Chestnut Street and Hillcrest Avenue on
a Westfield criminal warrant for $500.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance per the Westfield Municipal Court.

Tuesday, March 21, a Tamaques Way
resident reported the theft of a cellular
telephone, the value of which was un-
known, from an unlocked locker at a local
field house.

Wednesday, March 22, Kimberly
Henry, 21, of Old Bridge was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the 500
block of Springfield Avenue on a crimi-
nal warrant from Union Township for
$1,500. She was turned over to the Union
Police Department.

Thursday, March 23, Kimberly
Ryan, 36, of Union was arrested at
Mountain and Birch Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). She was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Friday, March 24, Kunwar Baba, 21, of
Westfield was arrested on North Scotch
Plains Avenue and charged with disor-
derly conduct, obstructing administration
of law and resisting arrest for allegedly
interfering with a police motor vehicle
stop involving his brother. Baba was re-
leased with summonses.

Friday, March 24, Omar Harris, 37, of
Westfield was arrested at Cranford police
headquarters on two criminal warrants
from Westfield. He was released after
posting a total of $100 bail.

Saturday, March 25, Hayley
Seethepalli, 40, of Westfield was arrested
at Central and South Avenues and charged
with DWI. She was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Saturday, March 25, Latasha Edwards,
22, of Plainfield was arrested in a munici-
pal lot off of Central Avenue and charged
with shoplifting, hindering apprehension,
forgery and possession of false identifi-
cation. She also was wanted on a Plainfield
criminal warrant for $750 and a
Woodbridge motor vehicle warrant for
$500.

The arrest occurred after Edwards al-
legedly shoplifted two pairs of jeans from
an East Broad Street store. She was held
in lieu of $25,000 cash bail pending trans-
port to the Union County jail.

Saturday, March 25, Nicole Crincoli,
18, of Kenilworth was arrested at East
Broad Street and Linden Avenue and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and under-
age possession of alcohol. She was re-
leased with summonses.

Saturday, March 25, Jukka Laitamaki,
49, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle accident investigation at
Carleton Road and West Grove Street.
He refused medical attention at the scene
for a head injury but subsequently was
transported to Overlook Hospital in
Summit after complaining of chest
pains. Laitamaki was later released to
the hospital staff per John’s Law and
issued a summons.

Sunday, March 26, Jose Espinoza, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle acci-
dent on West Broad Street in which he
allegedly struck a parked car. No injuries
were reported. Espinoza was held at
Westfield police headquarters until sober.

council’s Tuesday, April 11 meeting.
A similarly valued township bond will
be paid off later this year, meaning that
little new debt is being taken on.

The council approved a resolution
authorizing the leasing of the Revolu-
tionary War-era Frazee House to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club, a
move that will better enable the organi-
zation to raise funds for its project to
refurbish the 245-year-old house and
the surrounding one-acre of property at
the edge of the former Terry-Lou Zoo
site. The restoration project is part of the
Rotary Club’s centennial celebration.

The Frazee House, which is situated
near the corner of Terrill and Raritan
Roads, has sat unused since 1997, when
the zoo closed its doors. The Rotary
Club will refurbish the building and
surrounding grounds and turn it into a
museum as well as a place for commu-
nity meetings, educational activities and
other uses.

The council introduced a bond ordi-
nance to pay for additional expenses
associated with the construction of a
communication tower at the Southside
firehouse. Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge explained that once construction
on the tower started last year, develop-
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Township Council Sets
June Spring Cleanup

requested that Mr. Kress file a plea bar-
gain agreement, which he neglected to
file. In another instance, Mr. Kress alleg-
edly used a client’s American Express
Card to run up a $3,100 charge in lieu of
payment, knowing that the client’s bank-
ruptcy was pending. The court’s written
findings noted that they found Mr. Kress’
behavior to be deceitful and fraudulent.

In a written response to the court, Mr.
Kress contended that his failure to com-
municate and failure to act with diligence
stemmed from an extended illness in May
of 2003. However, the OAE noted in their
written findings that some of the inci-
dences of professional misconduct took
place prior to this illness.

Prior to these violations, the respon-
dent had a disciplinary history of other
charges of misconduct. Mr. Kress had
been previously suspended for one year
in 2003 for representing an accounting
firm as well as the individual partners
after a conflict of interest developed
between the parties. According to the
charges founded by the review board,
the respondent also attempted to create
a sham transaction to deceive a third
party that a mortgage had been assigned
for bona fide consideration, when it had
not. Finally, the respondent made mis-
representations to the parties regarding
the transaction.

In 1992, Mr. Kress was suspended for
three months when, as municipal court
prosecutor, he failed to disclose to the
municipal court judge the circumstances
surrounding the dismissal of a drunk-
driving case. He was also reprimanded in
1996 for failure to timely file a reply to a
motion for pendente lite (pending litiga-
tion) support and to timely file a motion
for reconsideration, as well as failing to
keep his clients informed of the status of
the matter.

In his written response to the charges
stemming from the 2003 case, Mr. Kress
maintained that all three parties were
aware of the fact that he represented each
of them and that there were never any
misrepresentations made.

The attorney disciplinary system con-
sists of three levels: Office of Attorney
Ethics (OAE) and district ethics commit-
tees, Disciplinary Review Board (DRB),
and the state Supreme Court. The first
level, consisting of 17 regionalized dis-
trict ethics committees, is divided along
single or multiple county lines. District
committees consist of attorney and public
members, who serve pro bono, to investi-
gate, prosecute and decide disciplinary
matters. They screen and docket griev-
ances and conduct hearings. The OAE
investigates special cases and manages
the district committees.

The second level, the DRB, is the inter-
mediate appellate tribunal in disciplinary
matters. All recommendations for disci-
pline from district committees and cer-
tain other matters come to the DRB. The
DRB decides on discipline, hears appeals
and recommends reinstatements.

The Supreme Court is the third and
highest level of the disciplinary system. It
decides applications by the OAE for emer-
gent temporary suspensions of attorneys
who pose a danger to the public or them-
selves. The court hears and decides all
recommendations for disbarment, as well

ers encountered some unanticipated
problems, including having to drill into
bedrock that wasn’t expected. She re-
minded that four cellular telephone pro-
viders will be leasing space at the top of
the tower and that the annual revenue
from those leases will not only pay for
the tower’s construction but ultimately
provide the township government with
about $100,000 in annual revenue.

Mayor Marks said that the Scotch
Plains Public  Library’s annual book
drive earlier this month brought in about
$10,000. About 1,000 unsold books, he
said, have been packed and shipped to
United States servicemen and women
serving in the Middle East.
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Lawyer License Suspended,
Kress Former MS-BOE

as any other disciplinary recommenda-
tions where it has granted a petition for
leave to appeal.

A suspension precludes an attorney
from practicing law in the state for the
period the suspension is in force. Rein-
statement from a suspension is not auto-
matic, but requires an application and an
order of the court.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times was
unable to contact Mr. Kress about the
above matters by press time. A voice mail
answering machine is receiving calls at
his law practice in Clark.

Opinion
New Jersey Doesn’t

Need More Taxes
By Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.

Spring is in the air. In some places, that
means longer days, blooming flowers and
spring training. Here in New Jersey, the
coming of spring means it’s the time of
year when Trenton politicians ask us for
more money. Not surprisingly, this year
is no different. Governor Corzine’s 2007
budget will raise New Jerseyans’ taxes by
$1.8 billion - the fifth straight tax increase
on the citizens of our state.

On Monday I came out against this all
too familiar budget blueprint, which asks
hardworking citizens to sacrifice more
and more every year, while politicians in
Trenton refuse to pass even the most basic
reforms. I believe that New Jersey resi-
dents should not be asked to pay one
penny more until state government cleans
up its act, so taxpayers can be sure that
their hard-earned dollars are not wasted.

Politicians in Trenton have denied the
people of New Jersey a strong ban on pay-
to-play. They have failed to outlaw dual
office holding, to keep political bosses
from collecting two paychecks from the
public treasury. They have refused to
address pension abuse. They have ig-
nored out-of control public authorities. It
seems the only policies they can pass are
those that cost the taxpayer more money.

Until these problems are solved, send-
ing more money to Trenton means more
waste, fraud and abuse. I believe it is time
for the politicians — rather than
hardworking New Jersey families — to
make the hard choices.

Of course, those who make their living
by taxing and spending disagree. Bob
Menendez thinks Governor Corzine
should be commended, saying that this is
the most “fiscally responsible budget in
years.” Only a Hudson County party boss
could call handing more taxpayer dollars
to a state government rife with waste,
mismanagement and corruption “respon-
sible.”

If Bob Menendez really wants a “re-
sponsible” state budget, he should sup-
port wholesale government reform, to
stop the waste and abuse that is bleeding
us dry — even if it upsets the political
bosses he counts on for support.

Of course, he won’t. If the people of
New Jersey want real change and new
ideas, we need new voices in govern-
ment. It is time for New Jersey to aim
higher.

Tom Kean Jr. is a candidate for the
United States Senate.
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