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HELPING A FRIEND…Union Catholic’s Chris Obara sits in the center (grey
pants and black shirt) with his classmates around him, as they raise money for
their classmate stricken with cancer.

EDIBLE GEORGRAPHY…Linda Lombardi, Italian teacher at Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains, captured the imagination of her seventh-grade students
recently by having them create a scale map of Italy entirely from cake. Her
students learned geography as they pieced together sections of cake cut in shapes
of regions of Italy and iced in different colors. They added geographical features
such as the Alps, the Apennine Mountains and rivers.

Clarification
A front-page story on the Union

County Republican Convention in the
March 23 issue should have quoted
freeholder candidate Patricia
Quattrocchi as saying three young
people died at Union County correc-
tional facilities. One was at the juve-
nile detention center and two were
while incarcerated in the county jail.

Bd. OKs Office Building on Park,
West Broad St. Major Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board Monday night
gave approvals to a site plan applica-
tion on Park Avenue and a major
subdivision on West Broad Street.

MSC LLC was given approval to
build a two--and-a-half-story office
building at 551-553 Park Avenue, next
to All Saints’ Episcopal Church, with
a 45-space parking lot and a three-car
garage at the rear. MSC, a developer, is
expected to be the building’s sole ten-
ant. Presently, there is a duplex home
and two detached garages at the site,
explained Township Engineer James
Watson. The new garage will house
company vehicles that will be used to
visit construction sites.

A resident of School Place, which
runs along the rear of the property,
expressed some concern about look-
ing from his home onto the new park-
ing lot, but Mr. Watson said trees
would be planted around the perim-
eter of the lot as a buffer. Carol Kraus,
who owns the Park Avenue building
to the north of the property, expressed
concern about parking spaces abut-
ting her building, which is close to the
lot line. MSC LLC agreed to place
some landscape buffering along that
portion of the property.

The board also gave its approval to

West End Farm Estates LLC for a
major subdivision at 1920 and 1926
West Broad Street, near the intersec-
tion with Martine Avenue. The two
lots, one of which currently contains
a home, will be split into three lots.
The existing home will be razed and
a cul-de-sac will be created at the
eastern edge of the property to pro-
vide access to three new homes.

At the start of the meeting, Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins in-
formed board members that the town-
ship government will have no new
affordable housing obligations until
2014, according to the New Jersey
Council on Affordable Housing.

Calling it “very good news,” Mr.
Atkins recounted Scotch Plains’ two-
decade-long effort to comply with
the housing obligations set forth in
the state Supreme Court’s Mount  Lau-
rel decisions in 1975 and 1983. Mr.
Atkins noted that the planning board,
which is beginning a re-examination
of the township’s Master Plan, would
not have to come up with new afford-
able housing obligations in the course
of its review.

At its Monday, April 10 meeting,
the board will hold a hearing on the
proposal to develop a mini-golf
course at the Scotch Hills Country
Club.

doors. The Rotary Club is seeking to
refurbish the building and surround-
ing grounds and turn it into a museum
as well as a place for community
meetings, educational activities and
other uses.

Patricia Plante of the Rotary Club
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that some very preliminary
work has begun on the house itself.
“We’ve got electricity and lights,”
she said. Rick Detwiler, a historical
architect, visited the site two weeks
ago, and an archeological study of the
grounds and the building’s basement
is planned. Stacy Spies, a historical
architecture consultant working with
the Rotarians, is working to secure
grant money for this effort, which,
Ms. Plante hopes, can be secured
within the next month or so. Mean-
while, “we’re cleaning the place out
and removing debris.”

The group’s first major fundraising
effort will be a Casino Night at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
tomorrow, March 31. In May, which
is National History Month, a town-
ship-wide direct mail fundraising ef-

Plan to Refurbish Frazee House
Moving Forward; Fundraiser Set

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club’s effort to restore the Revolu-
tionary War-era Frazee House in
Scotch Plains will include a signifi-
cant fundraising push in the coming
weeks as the organization gets set to
take over control of the property from
the township.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, the governing body agreed
to lease to Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House Inc., a non-
profit entity, the one-acre parcel of
land on which the Frazee House is
situated. The 50-year lease will not
affect the adjacent several acres of
township-owned property, which was
the former Terry-Lou Zoo.

The restoration project is part of
the Rotary Club’s centennial celebra-
tion. The local chapter adopted a life-
time-sustaining project for their com-
munity. The 245-year-old Frazee
House, near the corner of Terrill Road
and Raritan Road, has sat unused
since 1997 when the zoo closed its

fort will take place, and Ms. Plante
says an effort will also be made at that
time to solicit contributions from lo-
cal corporations. The group also hopes
to receive some county grants and, if
possible, some share of community
development block grants later this
year.

Thus far, according to Ms. Plante,
about $26,000 has been raised. The
group is seeking to eventually raise
about $1 million for the three-phase
refurbishment effort that will start
with the stabilization and clean-up of
the building and then the repair of its
exterior. The second phase will be
renovation of the building’s interior,
with the third phase being exterior
landscaping and the placement of dis-
plays and other items inside the house.

“We’re garnering interest in the
community,” she said, calling the
Frazee House and its story “a power-
ful statement of history in Union
County and a powerful statement of
women in Union County.”

 During the Revolutionary War,
legend has it that when British Gen-
erals Charles Cornwallis and Will-
iam Howe were in the area, they
were drawn to the Frazee House by
the aroma of freshly baked bread.
When Betsy Frazee opened the door,
the two men asked for some of her
bread. She agreed to give them
some, but told them she was doing
it more out of fear than love. In-
sulted by her remark, the two gener-
als became angry, refused the bread
and headed towards Westfield with
their troops.

A video depicting the history of the
house—and the Betsy Frazee con-
frontation with the British generals
— was produced last year, with Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
former Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung
portraying Cornwallis and Howe, re-
spectively. The film debuted two
weeks ago at what Ms. Plante called
“a positive event” that drew a large
turnout.

After some copyright issues are
resolved, it’s expected the video will
be made available to local cable tele-
vision stations, libraries and schools
as a learning and fundraising tool.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD’S BIG DIG...Progress is evident on the South Avenue development project in downtown Fanwood, located
across from The Chelsea at Fanwood. Construction workers from Messercola Bros.  make good progress in the spring-like
weather.
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BOE OKs $71.4 Million Budget;
$62.1 Mil. Levy Heads to Voters

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
on Tuesday evening put its stamp of
approval on a 2006-2007 academic
year budget that rings up at nearly
$71.4 million.

The unanimous vote came imme-
diately after a detailed budget presen-
tation and public hearing that drew
less than a dozen residents to the
board’s Scotch Plains offices. No one
from the public asked questions or
commented on the budget.

Voters will now go to the polls on
Tuesday, April 18 to determine the
fate of portion of the budget to be
financed by local taxpayers. Subtract-
ing payments toward previously ap-
proved debt, that total figure is about
$62.1 million.

The spending plan is 4.42 percent
larger than last year’s budget, but
about 1.5 percent less than the state-
determined budget ceiling, for the
current academic year. This would
translate into a tax increase of about
$306, or 5.25 percent for Scotch Plains
residents with a home assessed at the
local average. The increase would be
about $279, or 5.54 percent, for resi-
dents with a home assessed at

Fanwood’s average.
“We are doing more for less,” said

school board member Betty Anne
Woerner during the budget presenta-
tion. “We worked hard to make sure
the increase was as limited as pos-
sible. We know we need to balance

the needs of the kids with the needs of
the taxpayers in the two towns.”

School board members pointed out
that key elements factoring into the
need for an increased budget include
teacher salaries and benefits, insur-

ance, and utility costs, as witnessed
in many other communities in the
state. At the same time, state aid in the
proposed budget remained flat at
about $4.1 million.

The budget proposes the hiring of
17 more teachers at various grade
levels and schools in the district (in-
cluding special education) to offset
recent and anticipated enrollment in-
creases, which were documented in a
recent demographic survey commis-
sioned by the school board.

Board Vice President Thomas
Russo emphasized urgency of hiring
additional teachers given rising en-
rollment. “It is vitally important to
maintain class sizes at the level that
our students can achieve their poten-
tial.”

Board member Donald Parisi con-
curred. “This (budget) is a referen-
dum on class size,” he said. “We tried
to address concerns we heard from
the community about class sizes start-
ing to creep up.”

Some of the key capital projects in
the new fiscal blueprint would in-
clude a new walkway behind McGinn
School, district-wide roof repairs, a
new driveway and playground repav-
ing at Brunner School, and locker
room renovations at the high school.

Prior to approving the proposed
budget, school board members urged
voters to go to the polls on April 18 to
endorse the spending plan. Mrs.
Woerner emphasized that the current
spending plan won by just 142 votes
last spring, and she noted that school
budgets in other nearby towns have
failed at the polls in recent years.

Mr. Parisi pointed out that only
about 800 voters cast ballots for the
current budget. “I hope we don’t see
800 votes again; 800 out of 5,000
school district parents is just not right,”
he said.

In other business, the school board
voted unanimously to restore ninth-
grade soccer programs for boys and
girls. Athletic Director Rob Harmer
told the board that he would be able to
finance the program by shifting exist-
ing funds and making other adjust-
ments in his current budget.

Scotch Plains Annual Spring
Clean-Up Program Set For June

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday awarded a
contract for the annual spring clean-
up in June, a program that was re-
vamped last year and requires house-
holds seeking to dispose of large items
to purchase a permit in order to par-
ticipate.

A year ago, the council, in an effort
to reduce costs, instituted the user fee-
based system after costs for a town-
ship-wide program began skyrocket-
ing. Midco Systems, which was
awarded the contract at Tuesday’s regu-
lar meeting, will charge the town
$72.19 per permit purchased versus
the $69.99 it charged in 2005.The in-
crease, said Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins, was due to a hike in tip-
ping fees, which are paid by the hauler
to dispose of trash that is picked up.

Mayor Martin Marks said the re-
vamped program “did quite well” in
its first year, despite “some hitches
along the way.” He also noted that the
new system “greatly reduced” illegal
dumping in Scotch Plains by out-of-
town persons disposing of their own
household waste at the curbs of town-
ship residents.

Permits for the clean-up program,

which will begin in early June, will
again cost $60 per household and
should be available in the next few
weeks. Mayor Marks emphasized that
households will be encouraged to
share the cost of permits so that refuse
can be combined. Each permit allows
up to 750 pounds of waste to be
placed at curbs.

In other business, Mayor Marks
said “creative efforts” are underway
to develop new playing fields for the
several thousand athletes taking part
in youth sports, such as soccer and
baseball, in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.  Three Fanwood residents
active in the joint soccer program
spoke on Tuesday night about the
shortage of playing fields and made a
plea for additional fields.

The mayor said the governing body,
in concert with the Recreation Com-
mission, is always seeking “creative
ways” to develop new ball fields or
expand the use of existing fields, a
task made more difficult since there
is little available open space.

He pointed out that fields at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools on Raritan Road are being
refurbished and that new lighting there
will expand the number of hours the
fields can be used. He said he is

hopeful that plans for a new field site
can be announced later this year.

The council introduced a $3.86 mil-
lion bond ordinance that will fund
improvements to the Municipal Build-
ing on Park Avenue. If approved, work
is expected to begin later in the spring
and will include the replacement of
the 33-year-old building’s flat roof,
which has been increasingly prone to
leaks, with a slanted roof, as well as
installing a new heating and air con-
ditioning system.

In addition, a second floor will be
added above the police station at the
rear of the building to provide the
now-cramped facility with additional
office and storage space. The
building’s façade will also be changed,
so that it blends in better with the
décor of other downtown buildings.

The new sloped roof and HVAC
work will cost about $2.1 million, the
addition of about 3,000  square feet of
space above the police station will
cost about $950,000 and the façade
improvements will cost $410,000. The
remaining $395,000 will pay for vari-
ous related professional services. It’s
expected that the project will be com-
pleted by early 2007. The public hear-
ing on the ordinance will be held at the
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Former MS BOE President,
Kress, Law Lic. Suspended

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside resident and former
President of the Mountainside Board
of Education, Richard Kress, has been
suspended from practicing law by the
New Jersey Supreme Court.

The six-month suspension, which
begins Friday, April 10, is for profes-
sional misconduct stemming from
clients that he represented in 2003
and years prior. Mr. Kress was a mem-
ber of the school board for 15 years,
serving as board president from 2002
to 2004.

According to William Ziff of

Westfield, Secretary for the Union
County branch of the Office of Attor-
ney Ethics (OAE), the order of sus-
pension issued by the court found
that Mr. Kress engaged in conduct
that involved dishonesty, deceit or
misrepresentation, failure to inform
clients of termination of representa-
tion due to impairment, failure to put
his hourly fee in writing, failure to
communicate with his clients, lack of
diligence and violating professional
rules of conduct.

In one case cited by the court, Mr.
Kress’ lack of diligence resulted in a
longer jail sentence for a client who had
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