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During the season and in the off-
season, he was our leader. He really
started wrestling as a freshman and
was below .500 on the JV’s. To go
from there to the top-16 in the state is
huge! You don’t have that kind of
jump without making the ultimate
commitment,” said Kurz.

Virtually off the radar screen at the
beginning of the season, MacKay
made some big blips by placing sec-
ond in the UCT, winning the district
125-lb crown and finishing 29-7.

“I knew coming into this year that
he was going to have a great season.
He’s another one who stepped it up in
the off-season. His losses were to
good kids. If he makes that kind of
jump, like he did from his sophomore

to junior year, he should be wrestling
in the state tournament next year,”
stated Kurz.

Boyd was having a so-so season,
but when he ripped a fine wrestler in
the Somerville match on February
11, a sense of enlightenment seemed
to saturate his psyche. From there
Boyd turned it on, avenged two ear-
lier-season losses to claim the 160-lb
District 11 title, wrestled positively
in the region tournament and finished
with a 20-13 record.

“Some of the kids who he beat
were good kids. He lost twice to Bachi,
he lost twice to Norville and he pinned
them both convincingly. We felt like
he was in the driver’s seat in both of
those matches. He has the tools to
have a great senior year,” said Kurz.

Cruikshank also turned on the burn-
ers at the right time to place second in
the district and finish with a 21-11
record.

“Steve really emerged as a leader.
Steve came through. As the season

went on, you could see his confidence
getting better and better,” said Kurz.

Kamel placed third in the district
for the second time and finished 20-
13. Willard, who qualified for the
regions twice in his career, finished
the season with a 20-10 record. Se-
nior heavyweight Zach Bullek came
through on several tough occasions
when the chips were down.

“Matt came into this program as a
ninth grader, inexperienced. By the
time he walked out of here, he was a
two-time region qualifier. That all
comes down to his commitment, his
work ethic,” commented Kurz.

Freshmen Sam Reichbach (119-
lbs) and John Barnes (112-lbs) both
placed third in the districts and fin-

ished with respective records of 14-
14 and 13-12.

“I saw the progress Sam made
throughout the summer and knew he
was going to be someone whom we
could depend. He and John Barnes
have the potential to be big time im-
pact players in this program,” said
Kurz.

Sophomores Matt Shaffer (135-lbs)
and Andy Castrorao (152-lbs) fin-
ished with respective records of 11-9
and 4-6 and freshman Nick DeFreitas
(103-lbs) finished 7-6.

“Matt is someone who is going to
duplicate the work that he put in last
summer. Castrorao showed glimpses
of being a great wrestler. He’s just
needs to put it together but, as he
matures, it will come. Nick, we ex-
pect, has a promising future here,”
said Kurz. “I can’t state enough to the
kids how much their success resulted
from the summer but they worked
hard in the practice room. I really
pushed them and they responded well.”

France. His name is Akis Evangelidis
who is good as the freshmen plus we
are still trying out a number of juniors
– Josh Wasserman, David Purdy, Keith
Rucinsky, John Ramalho and Adam
Kole. All of these players are in the
most competitive challenge matches

of my entire tenure,” expressed
Kapner. “It reminds me of the mid-
nineties when we had (Dan) Matro
and that whole crew but this is deeper
than that, younger and deeper. From
what I understand, it is more indica-
tive of the mid-eighties, the last time
Westfield won a Group 4 state cham-
pionship.”

So, with so much talent, who, along
with Shallcross, are on the inside lane
for winning varsity spots?

“Still in the mix for singles are two
of the three freshmen, Thompson and
Chu, Ravi and Evan Eisenberg. From
the results of the challenge matches
so far, those five appear to have a leg
up on everybody else, with Kevin in
the lead by far. We have been running
doubles drills and doubles sets. That’s
literally wide open but I will go out on
a limb and say Lee Bernstein and
Jack Trimble have more than an edge.
They are very, very likely to be two of
our four doubles players. They have
experience. They are both good at it.
Jack has gotten even taller, being
6’4” or 6’5” and a lefty is an enor-
mous advantage in doubles. There
are 14 solid kids out here,” said
Kapner.

With such depth and talent, the
tennis barometer appears to call for
fair weather.

“I think we turned the corner. What-
ever group of seven kids we put out
there, it’s going to be a stronger team
than last year even though it is signifi-
cantly younger. There’s no doubt win-
ning the conference and repeating as
county champions are two major goals
but we are already talking about step-
ping beyond that,” said Kapner. “No
boys tennis team has won the Group
4 state championship in my tenure.
That’s the ultimate goal!”

Last year, the Raiders had several
power hitters on the team and a vet-
eran pitching staff that was together
when the Raiders won the Union
County tournament in 2004.

“We really don’t have a number
one pitcher. We have three who could
all be number one. John Mineo, Greg
Bayard and Josh Decker, they are the
three main starters. Dave Belford and
Brian Dougher will be getting in-
nings in relief and getting some spot
starts here and there,” Baylock said.
“Fortunately, I coach the Legion team,
so I got to see them a lot last summer.
Mineo has a good fastball and he’s
coming along with his curve. Greg
Bayard’s got a really sharp curve ball.
Josh is a finesse pitcher. He mixes his
speeds up very well.”

With reference to team speed,
Baylock answered, “Mike Rusin and
Jeff Bell, in the outfield, can run a

little bit. Colin Weber and Adam Perez
can steal a base or two. There are not
too many guys through the lineup
who are really slow. I’m pretty confi-
dent with seven of eight guys, putting
the steal sign on at any given time.”

The tentative batting lineup may
be: 1. Bell, 2. Rusin, 3. Dinizo, 4.
Mineo, 5. Bayard, 6. senior John Cox
(DH), 7. Kolb, 8. Perez, 9. Weber.

“Last year we had some guys,
like Kevin Urban and John Maloney,
who could hit the ball out of the
park on any swing. This year, I have
only one or two guys who have the
potential to do that. Dinizo is prob-
ably the best hitter on the team,”
said Baylock who concluded. “Even
if some are seniors, they are very
young in my mind because they
haven’t played varsity baseball yet.
The quicker they mature, the better
we are going to be.”

GREAT ICE CAREER AT WHS…Salvatore Esposito amassed 133 total varsity
points – 70 goals, 63 assists (third highest in WHS history) – during his four-year
career as a Blue Devil ice hockey player. He was Assistant Captain and scoring
leader his junior year and Captain, scoring leader, and First Team All Conference
his senior year.

young man.”
Young, a talented all-around for-

ward, totaled 278 points (10.3 ppg),
had 58 assists and led the team in
rebounds with 224. His greatest as-
sets were rebounding and his ability
to block shots.

“He was a good unselfish and tal-
ented athlete that could and would do
anything you ask of him,” said
Doherty. “He did a little of every-
thing and is just a real great kid to
coach. Sean was spirited and had that
drive that every coach wants in a kid.
He will be a difficult void to replace.”

The graduating of five seniors in-
cluding DJ Garrett, Mike Bonacum
and Travis Morgan marks another
end of an era at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

“These young men provided the
intensity and a burst of energy that
will be difficult to replace. We are
returning our scorers next season but
it will be difficult to replace the en-
ergy these seniors brought to the
floor,” said Doherty. “We may not be
as quick but we’ll be bigger and as
always, we expect good things to
happen here at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.”

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONG, SUCCESSFUL ROAD…Since his freshman season, Blue Devil Andrew
Shaffer, top, emerged from a .500 junior varsity wrestler to the top-16 in New
Jersey at the varsity level at 145-lbs.

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIKELY CANDIDATE FOR FIRST DOUBLES…Blue Devil senior Captain Lee
Bernstein appears to be a likely candidate for the first doubles position.

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHIFTING FROM POWER BALL TO SMALL BALL…With few power hitters,
the Raiders need to make all their hits count this season.
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FANWOOD $529,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,475,000

WESTFIELD $489,900 WESTFIELD $1,525,000

WESTFIELD $879,900

WESTFIELD $595,000

Large property, 3 Bedroom, 2.5 bath home.  Numerous updates in-
clude new roof, windows, appliances, refinished floors.  Room for
expansion.  Close to town, train and LaGrande park.  A must see!

Get ready!  The long awaited and much appreciated “first preview”
of Primavera Estates at Mountainside is coming soon.  Breathtaking
spectacle awaits you as three amazing homes near completion.

Move right into this 7 room Custom home offering 3-4 Bedrooms, 2
full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, newer central air conditioning, gas heat,
roof, 200 amp electric on large fenced property with patio, garage
And much more.

An extraordinary new construction home with gourmet Kitchen,
Great Room, 2 fireplaces, 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths, Recreation Room,
large yard, wrap porch, backyard deck, paver patio and much more.

Just move right in!  Exquisite home!  Interior updated including
state-of-the-art Kitchen with stainless appliances, 2 new baths and
cherry hardwood floors, open floor plan, new siding, windows and
doors, fenced yard with large trex deck and koi pond.

Lush setting surrounds this spacious 4 Bedroom, 4 bath home.  Fabu-
lous Family Room with cathedral ceiling opens to a wonderful yard
with 2-tiered deck, Master Bedroom suite with luxury bath and
sliding glass door to deck.  Very close to commuter transportation.


