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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HELOCK, MURPHY LED GIRLS; MILLERS LED BOYS

Raider Girls, Boys Finished
Memorable Swim Seasons
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chanting of Number 1 seems to
have a nice ring to it in the ears of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls swim team since it won its sec-
ond straight NJSIAA Public B title
with an 88-82 upset victory over then
No. 4 ranked Haddonfield on Febru-
ary 26. Despite lacking in depth, the
Raider boys also had a memorable
season by advancing to the NJ Sec-
tion 2, Public B finals.

The Raider girls got off on a good
kick with a 92-78 victory over
Westfield in the season opener be-
fore a packed house on December 3
at the Westfield Y. Raiders Melissa
Helock and Jillian Murphy each won
two individual events and swam on
two winning relays. In true competi-
tive form, however, the Blue Devil
girls came back to edge the Raiders
for the Union County championship,
206-199.

The Raider girls responded with
continual improvement. Within a span
of five days, they annihilated Mont-
gomery, 118.5-51.5, for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Public B title and
beat Princeton, 95-75 in the Public B
semis before toppling Haddonfield.
Last year, the Raider girls won their

first NJSIAA crown with a 95-75
victory over Princeton. Under Head
Coach Jessica Hulnik, the girls have
won three sectional titles.

The Raider girls had a wealth of
talent but will graduate four seniors:
Christine Albanese Demair, Danielle
Koch, and captains Kate Kosenick
and Kristen Henkels, who was espe-
cially strong in the relay events.

However, plenty of power remains
with juniors Jillian Murphy, Brittany
Larkin and Jen Gaglioti, sophomores,
Melissa Helock, Mary Henkels, Becca
Fox, Erin Rossi and Kate Johnson,
and freshmen Allison Haggan and
Kim Rizzo, along with, “many others
who will have to step up and fill some
pretty big shoes,” according to coach
Hulnik.

Murphy was an “Iron Horse” who
would swim any event needed to help
the team and Helock, who had been
injured for a portion of the season,
made waves at the sectional and Pub-
lic B meets, especially in the 200 and
500 freestyle events.

Next year, “Our freestyle events
should still be very strong, both sprints
and distance, and we return all of the
top relay teams minus one swimmer.
It looks very good,” said Hulnik.

The Raider boys advanced to the

NJ, Section 2, Public B finals by
defeating Chatham, 91-79, in the
semifinals and defeating Caldwell,
95.5-74.5, in the quarterfinals.

Brothers Mike and Matt Miller
completed their season in style by
registering personal bests in their re-
spective events – Matt in the 200 and
500 freestyles and Mike in the 50 and
100 freestyles and the 100-butterfly.

“Everyone actually did very well
during the state tournament on or at
personal best times,” noted Hulnik.

Jon Kosenick, Mike Fragna and
Zach Peart swam very strong in the
backstroke. Jason Thompson ended
the season with a personal best in the
100-butterfly. Underclassmen An-
drew Haggan, Matt Plagge and Brian
Pesin swam well in the breaststroke.
Dan Nieto and Eric Walker did an
excellent job in the 100-butterfly and
David Reagal swam well in the dis-
tance freestyle.

The Raider boys graduate Mike
Fragna and Jason Thompson but
Hulnik expects to be strong in the
distance freestyle, butterfly and
breaststroke events next year.

As to expectations from upcoming
freshmen for next year, Hulnik said,
“I am hoping we get a few more
athletes to increase our depth.”

A strange looking man, wearing
clothes from another time, recently
appeared on the platform at the
Westfield train station. He talked with
a slightly British accent, and wore one
of those white powdered whigs that
were all the rage … in the 1790s. He
said his name was James (not Jim)
Madison, and that he had come to
Westfield because as one of the
country’s founding fathers, and the
man credited with creating the First
Amendment to the then-new Consti-
tution, he had heard that maybe things
had gotten a little out of control with
his creation.

“When I wrote that, among other
things, Congress shall make no law
abridging the freedom of speech, I
was just thinking that people should
have the right to express their opin-
ions, about religion, the government,
without worrying about being put in
prison,” he said, as his eyes looked out
toward Elm Street and the cars scurry-
ing along North Ave.

I didn’t know how exactly how to
tell him, but I told Mr. Madison that
there are a lot of people now, including
our current president, who use a literal
interpretation of those amendments
to, well, let’s just say to their own best
advantage. That maybe it could be
argued that rules written on Dec. 15,
1791 should maybe be adjusted to
better fit in the modern world.

Mr. Madison wasn’t sure what I
meant, and wanted me to explain it
more. What easier way to do that, to
show how freedom of speech is not
necessarily the great thing he envi-
sioned, then to take him to a computer,
and hook him into the latest on the
local town forum — www.nj.com/fo-
rums/westfield. It should bring back
memories for him, of people assem-
bling and discussing the various im-
portant items of the day, like religion
and taxes, things that really should
matter to people.

(Note: Any resemblance or similar-
ity between the names mentioned here
and anybody living or dead is strictly
coincidental. The screen names that
follow are strictly fictional. And any
conversations are purely fictional.)

95fw: Brewster can’t coach. When
he wins it’s because he has talent. And
he never helped anybody get into col-
lege.

Nlitened: How is he different than
any coach then? Did Vince Lombardi
win when he didn’t have talent? Was
Joe Torre anything great before he got
the Yankees job?

PMUCM: Brewster, Tranchina …
those guys never won anything.
They’re lazy and don’t wanna put in
the time that other coaches put in.

Ralcesoj: That’s right. We have the
talent. We just need the coaching, es-
pecially in football.

Nlitened: Were you guys out there
last summer, when there were 30 to 45
kids working out twice a day, all sum-
mer, with three or four coaches there
every day? I didn’t see you there. And
were you there on Sunday mornings
during the season, when the WHS
football coaches met at the Field House
at 8 to review films and start game-
planning the next week’s games? I
didn’t think so. You were probably
with the Cranford, Scotch Plains and
Linden coaches, sitting home and
watching NFL games.

(Mr. Madison wanted to know what
these people were arguing about, or
discussing, that was so important.
When told they were talking about 16-
and 17-year-old boys and girls, play-
ing sports, or rather games, in high
school, Mr. Madison slowly shook his
head and wondered, “Why would this
be so important to these people?” It
was a question with no answer.)

Sulejby: Brewster has never won
the big game. He only wins when he
has more talent, and he doesn’t do
anything to make that talent better.
Nobody likes him. Nobody wants to
play for him.

Nlitened: I guess that would explain
why his best player, maybe the best
player to ever play for WHS, moved
into town, so he could play for coach
Brewster. And don’t the seven county
titles his teams have won count? I
mean, that’s more than legendary
coaches like Union’s Gordon LeMatty
and Elizabeth’s Ray Korn have won,
combined even!

Jnc: Brewster only cares about him-
self, not his team. That and making
money. He runs a summer baseball
camp, and he even will stoop to keep-
ing the clock at basketball games, just
to make more money.

Nlitened: I bet that $15 a game he
gets for being the timer has helped put
his kids through college. And lots of
coaches in lots of sports run summer
camps. So what?

(At this point Mr. Madison won-
dered what was the problem with these
people talking to Nlitened, who seemed
the lone member of the forum without
a chip on his shoulder. “They seem
very bitter and very frustrated about
something. Perhaps they had a bad
childhood. Or maybe they’re a little
upset because they seem to think they
know more about these things than
people who are actually being paid to
know these things. But I’m not sure
your town wouldn’t be better off if
these people created their own forum
… maybe call it www.getalife.com or
something like that … and just spew
their venom somewhere the general
public would never have to see it. I’m
starting to wonder if my freedom of
speech idea was such a good idea.”)

Ralcesoj: There’s no reason, other
than Tranchina, we shouldn’t be good
in football. We have good PAL teams.
It’s the coaching that’s hurting us.

Nlitened: It’s a good thing this fo-
rum wasn’t around when Gary Kehler’s
last football team went 5-4 and his last
wrestling team went 8-8. Imagine how
you people would’ve taken him over
the coals. But it’s nothing new. I can
remember a guy who worked at the
post office nicknamed Joe Baseball,
and he never thought Nemo Koury
could coach a lick. Nemo Koury! And
there were locals who couldn’t stand
Kehler because his teams never passed
the football.

95fw: Well that’s 13-12 for Kehler’s
last two teams, and that’s just not good
enough. It probably was time for him
to retire. Same with Freeman. He was
good for a while in the ’40s, but when
they fired him, it was the right thing to
do. He was outta touch.

Nlitened: And whether these people
are good coaches, or not, or good
people, or not, is important to you
because … why exactly is it so impor-
tant to you?

Elgaebfw: Hey, dude, if you don’t
like what we have to say, don’t read it.
OK? Or start a new topic. OK? We can
say what we want. It’s our right. OK?
I mean, I’ve seen movies about people
who died fighting in world wars so
that me and ralcesoj and 95fw can
have the right to rip anybody we want,
any time we want.

(At this point, Mr. Madison clearly
was becoming uncomfortable with the
conversation. “This is not at all what I,
or we, intended back in 1791. Oh my.
This is horrible. Is this what happens
when you give people too many free-
doms.” I tried to explain to him about
our vice president recently shooting a
friend who he mistook for a deer or a
duck or something, and Mr. Madison
turned pale. “I always felt that ‘right to
bear arms’ was something that could
easily be taken out of context, but not by
anybody in a high governmental post.”
When I told him there were many other
things the current government was tak-
ing out of context, Mr. Madison said
maybe it was time for him to go back to
his own time. “Who are these computer
people, with the strange names,” he
wondered. I told him we would never
know that, because without that ano-
nymity, these people wouldn’t be as
bold and opinionated as they are. “Sad,
very sad what I’ve created,” was all he
would say.)

Sulejbw: Yeah. Amen to that brother
Elgaebfw. And if anybody says any-
thing to us, even if it’s intelligently
written and well-worded, we will come
on here and rip them a new you-know-
what. Right?

95fw: Yup. It’s our right. We can say
what we want. It’s in the Bill of Rights.

Ralcesoj: And, best of all, we don’t
have to have any factual proof. We can
just make stuff up and hide behind our
screen names. It’s way cool.

PMUCM: Yeah, whoever came up
with this forum idea was a genius. And
the freedom to say whatever we want,
whenever we want, about whomever
we want … it’s just great. What a great
person thought that one up. A true
visionary. We actually come across as
authorities, as knowledgeable about
what we’re saying. And the forum
gives us a way to find Fellow Think-
ers, who think the same as us.

Elgaebfw: Yeah, even when we
know, deep down, we know nothing.
This forum, and the freedom of speech
thing, make us real men. Screw Petix
and Tranchina and Brewster, throw in
Foley, and that guy who writes the
Devil’s Den too … screw ’em all.

(At this point Mr. Madison excused
himself. “I really do think I might have
done a bad thing. It seemed like a good
idea at the time. But now, after reading
all this drivel, I think maybe I might’ve
been wrong.” Quitely he walked out of
the room, and turned the corner, head-
ing into the night toward the train
station. It wasn’t 20 seconds later that
I heard a gunshot and raced outside to
see Mr. Madison slumped on the
ground. Since the vice president was
in town for a fund raiser, it was not
immediately known if the shot was
self-inflicted or if Mr. Madison had
been mistaken for a deer.)

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions or trivia ques-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Freedom of Speech:
The Newest ‘Extreme’ Sport

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 

www.KimHaley.com 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 

CHARMING COTTAGE ON PARK-LIKE 

PROPERTY BACKING TO THE GARDENS 

This enchanting Colonial exudes charm with its wisteria-swept front porch 
and classic details throughout. It offers spacious grounds, gracious formal 

rooms with custom moldings, kitchen with white cabinetry, cherry wood 

counters and new stainless steel appliances, living room with fireplace, two full 

bathrooms, hardwood floors and private Master bath.  Minutes to downtown 

Westfield and steps to Mountainside.                                 Offered for $749,900. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Resting amid a rolling lawn, towering trees, attractive plantings and a splendid  pond with water-
fall, this six bedroom Scotch Plains Colonial fuses relaxed settings with a sophisticated elegance. 
The heartwarming interior, blends traditional and modern details: hardwood floors, moldings, mar-
velous windows, rough-hewn paneling and skylights. A sparkling play of sunshine and idyllic fea-
tures craft a marvelous 2nd  floor office/play room, suited for any activity. Juxtaposed is an elegant 
living room,  formal dining room and sunny  family room. The fabulous eat-in kitchen offers almost 
every amenity.  A delightful master suite with new bath, 1st floor laundry and basement rec room 
enhance this alluring portrait.  Presented for$ 1,100,000. 
 

              For additional information or your private tour call…    
 

                        Lois E. Berger CRS, SRES 

                        Broker Associate 
                           (908) 233-6366, Direct Dial 
                           NJAR Circle of Excellence 1981 - 2005 

 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

Gracious Sun-filled Living 

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield . . . First floor living at it’s best! This custom three Bedroom, two Bath ranch boasts practicality and
charm. This embracing home features a Vermont slate Entrance Foyer, a spacious Living Room with picture
window and wood-burning fireplace, Dining Room with wainscoting, crown moulding and large French doors
overlooking the fenced-in manicured backyard with deck and paver patio. There is also an inviting Family
Room with knotty pine paneling and entrance to three-season porch and a sunny, updated eat-in Kitchen with
wainscoting and crown moulding. The lower level features a large Recreation Room, Laundry, Workshop and
abundant storage. Additional amenities include hardwood floors, central-air-conditioning and two car attached
garage, central sound speakers and more! WSF0044 Offered for $625,000

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, March 26th  1-4PM     779 Lamberts Mill Road


