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Jane Clancy for WF-BOE
Maintaining, Keeping

High Standards
It has been said that the foundation of

every state is the education of its youth.
Westfield provides our youth with an
exceptional educational foundation.

As a parent, a teacher, and a citizen of
Westfield, these are the four core val-
ues I look for when building onto that
foundation: first, setting high academic
standards; second, maintaining profes-
sional excellence; third, providing a
diversity of programs for a diversity of
learners, and finally, providing a fis-
cally responsible budget that addresses
the needs and concerns of the entire
Westfield community.

I am proud be a part of the Westfield
community, one that values strong and
enduring educational building blocks for
its youth and it would be my privilege to
serve on the BOE.

By Westfield-BOE Candidate Anne Reigel

Council, BOE and Public Are Engaged

By Westfield BOE Candidate Douglas Stokes

Educ. Sells, Defeated Budgets Don’t

As president of the Westfield Board of
Education, I am proud of our recent ef-
forts to improve our relationship with the
town council. Earlier this month, we in-
vited the entire town council to meet with
the entire board of education. Apparently
this was an almost historic occasion; no
one can remember such a gathering since
at least the 1980s. Certainly in my 6.5
years on the board, we’ve never held such
a meeting.

With our invitation, I was hoping to
achieve several goals. The first major
objective was to help us get to know
each other better, in order to develop a
more effective working relationship.
Taxpayers in Westfield deserve to have
the two elected bodies working their
hardest to save money and improve the
level of services provided to our com-
mon “customer” base. Despite well-
intentioned and time-consuming efforts
on the parts of past BOE and council
members, the resulting outcomes have
been limited. Before we can achieve

broader shared services, we need to
truly “share” this goal.

The second aim of our meeting reflects
the board’s desire to better engage the
public in our budget process. This year,
we’ve expanded our efforts to reach out to
important constituency groups and mem-
bers of the community. In addition to
being residents, taxpayers and parents,
town council members play a key role in
the community. We appreciated their in-
put and feedback about our budget and
other issues they hear voiced in the com-
munity. Hopefully, they left our meeting
more informed so they can respond to
questions and direct residents to us about
school-related concerns.

I want to personally thank my col-
leagues on the board and the town council
for participating in this meeting. I left
feeling very positive that together we’re
going to be able to accomplish more for
the community. I’m dedicated to continu-
ing these efforts if re-elected to another
term on the board.

A tentative 2006-2007 budget has now
been adopted by the board of education
and the town wide marketing campaign
will soon be in full swing. I have had the
opportunity to meet with Superintendent
Dr. William Foley this week, and I look
forward to discussing school-wide issues,
the direction of our schools and the pro-
posed budget.

As a parent, educator and taxpayer, I am
able to look at the budget from three differ-
ent perspectives; but the bottom line is, I
know how important a passed budget is for
our children and the Town of Westfield.

Families move and stay in Westfield for
its “hometown feel,” the reputation of our
schools and the quality of education that
they deliver. Last year, the budget was
defeated for a variety of reasons, and the
“wake up call” was sent to the board of
education, superintendent and district ad-
ministrators. Residents, myself included,
want and deserve a fiscally responsible
budget that supports quality education for
our children, yet provides us with a “sense
of value” for our tax dollars.

Roughly 60 percent of taxpayers do not
have children in our schools and many
seniors on fixed incomes struggle to pay
their taxes to support our schools. We
need to stretch our tax dollars and become
creative with making our monies go fur-
ther. I believe residents want to support
our children’s future, but not at any cost!
However, our schools need their support!

I applaud the current efforts being made
to explain the budget process, but unfor-
tunately, if another budget gets defeated,

the clear message being sent may result in
program cuts, children’s educational ex-
periences being compromised and the
“perception” that residents do not support
our schools.

As an educator, I will use my knowl-
edge of the day-to-day operations of
schools to analyze the proposed budget.
As a parent and taxpayer, I have a vested
interest in supporting our schools, but not
at any cost. Finally, as a board of educa-
tion candidate, I need to make sure that all
constituents have been taken into account,
as the budget was created, and that the
children of Westfield are getting the qual-
ity education they deserve.

I encourage all residents to become
“educated” on the budget before votes are
cast on April 18. If you have concerns –
raise them! If you have questions - ask
them! If you support the budget, then tell
others why!

Vote! I appreciate your support! Please
feel free to contact me at
stokessix@verizon.net with your
thoughts, questions, or concerns.

By WF-BOE Candidate Jesse Garfinkel

Redistricting: Necessary, Responsible
Westfield’s reputation as one of the

premier school districts in the state of
New Jersey has proven to be a mixed
blessing. Sustained high property val-
ues are no doubt a benefit to
homeowners, but the town’s excellence
has brought so many new families into
the town that the current elementary
school districts cannot manage the new
demographics.

In order to solve this problem, there
are only a few solutions to this pressing
issue: redistrict students to different
schools (as in Wilson kindergarteners
to Franklin), rent trailers or “modular
units” to serve as special classrooms at
a cost upwards of $100,000 a year, or
create class sizes in excess of 25 in
order to reduce classroom usage.

In order to maintain our sterling repu-
tation, the first option is the most re-
sponsible choice. Although long-term
solutions must be created through new
construction, in order to solve the cur-
rent quandary, we must act now.

The graduating class of 2005 had 365
students. Next year’s first grade class
will have over 500. This huge upswing
has created a major problem that our
schools simply cannot sustain. Next
year, about 10 kindergarteners in the
Jefferson school district will be sent to
McKinley. The alternative to this solu-
tion was to bring in trailers to Jefferson
to house the music and art classes at an
exorbitant monetary cost.

With property taxes already high, the
board of education maintained its fiscal
responsibility and let the funds be used

for other important programs. A similar
situation occurred in the Wilson school
district. Approximately 40
kindergarteners will be sent to Franklin
for their first year in our schools in
order to maintain the small class sizes
of about 20 that we currently enjoy at
the K-5 level. Without this switch, next
year’s third grade at Wilson would have
been condensed into four sections of 25
rather than five sections of 20.

The educational experience among
the different elementary schools of
Westfield may be slightly different, but
each remains excellent because of small
class sizes and dedicated teachers. Many
parents may worry that their children
will feel disconnected to the other chil-
dren when they return to their respec-
tive schools. There are many solutions
to this that are not only necessary to
maintain a sense of cohesion among the
young students, but also a lot of fun.

Inter-elementary school programs
such as the popular “Battle of the Books”
provide students with an educational
and fun way to meet other kids around
the town. Granted, our youngest schol-
ars will not be participating in this type
of competition — something as simple
as having a buddy or pen pal in another
elementary school can help to build a
sense of community that is so important
to child interaction.

No matter what the current redistrict-
ing situation concludes, these programs
are an easy way to better the educa-
tional experience for all young Westfield
students.

By WF-BOE Candidate Beth Cassie

Enrollment Challenges Face District
So, when are the enrollment numbers

going to start declining? This is a question
I ponder as Westfield Board of Education
candidate and Long Range Planning Com-
mittee chairman. For many of us with
elementary school children, we see our
schools bursting at the seams. It is hard to
believe that many of these same schools
received additions in the late 1990s and as
recently as in the year 2000.

At some elementary schools, small
group instruction occurs in what were
once storage spaces. Closets have been
converted to offices and art and music
have been relegated to carts – their rooms
long ago converted into classrooms. The
enrollment numbers are now in for next
fall.

Westfield has a record setting incom-
ing class of first graders — over 500
students are registered district-wide. The
kindergarten behind them is yet another
large class. By first grade they, too, could
top 500. To put this in context, last years’
high school graduation class had 375 stu-
dents and the class of 2006 has 415 stu-
dents.

This winter, a citizens advisory com-

mittee was formed to study the enroll-
ment at the elementary and intermediate
school levels. At the elementary level,
this committee was charged with formu-
lating a recommendation that would an-
swer a number of questions including;
“Should the district allow class sizes to
increase beyond existing class size policy
in order to maintain neighborhood
schools? Should the district reassign stu-
dents from their neighborhood schools in
order to maintain class sizes in district
policy? Is it necessary to create additional
classroom space to accommodate the el-
ementary enrollment?” The advisory com-
mittee is in the process of writing up their
findings, which will be presented to the
board of education.

Input from the community is critical to
the board as we work toward the best
solution for the entire district. The citi-
zens on the advisory committee have come
to appreciate the difficult choices that the
board faces. If you are concerned about
space at the elementary schools, please
get informed about the issue. Your inter-
est and involvement can help Westfield
take the next step in investing in our
students’ future.

We moved to Westfield eight years ago
in large part due to the reputation of the
public schools. I know families continue
to move here for that reason. It is critical
that we continue to support our schools
during this period of increased enroll-
ment.

James Halleran for The Westfield Leader
INFORMAL…The Westfield Board of Education (BOE) and Town Council met
Wednesday, March 8 to review the proposed 2006 school budget. Pictured, left to
right, are: seated, Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, BOE Vice-President Ginny
Leiz, Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, BOE President Anne Riegel and BOE
member Richard Soloman; standing, BOE member Gary McCready, Council-
man Thomas Bigosinski, BOE member Beth Cassie, Councilman Sal Caruana,
Councilman Jim Foerst and BOE members Ann Cary and Kimberly Rhodes.

SPF-BOE Candidate David Gorbunoff

Thorough and Efficient Means?
I am a resident of Scotch Plains for 14

years. My wife, Lyse, and I are the parents
of three children. Two are students at
Terrill Middle School and one is in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

I hold a bachelor’s degree in account-
ing and a master’s degree in organiza-
tional management. My professional ex-
perience includes 12 years as a contractor
in the construction trades. I am currently
the director of operations for the adminis-
trator of the schools and libraries E Rate
program. This program gives $2.25 bil-
lion annually to schools and libraries
across the country.

As a candidate for a seat on the board of
education in Scotch Plains-Fanwood, I
feel that I am obligated to let you all know
what I feel are the issues facing our com-
munity. First and foremost is the need to
keep taxes under control. Hand-in-hand
with the need to keep taxes in check is the
responsibility to provide our children with
a thorough and efficient education.

What does thorough and efficient
mean? Thorough means complete. It
means that our children have the resources

they need in the classroom to give them
the best education possible. Teachers,
textbooks, supplies and facilities all have
to be first-rate in order for our children to
be able to compete after graduation and to
ensure that they remain life long learners.

Efficiency is a watchword that we
should all take to heart. Efficiency means
reduced waste. Waste can take on many
forms, excessive prices for services pro-
vided to our district, excessive prices paid
for supplies, an unfair contract for our
teachers and staff, are all examples of
waste.

When I talk about a fair contract for our
teachers, I mean just that. It must be fair
for all sides. All sides include our chil-
dren, our teachers and our taxpayers.

I look forward to serving the Scotch
Plains/Fanwood community.

NAME                                                               PRICE

Icardi Barbera Tabarin $9.99 
Cuevas de Castilla Con Class Rueda 8.29 
Domaine de la Madone Beaujolais Villages 8.99 
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Zinfandel 8.99 
Monte Antico Rosso 7.99 
Lageder Riff Pinot Grigio 7.99 
Salomon Gruner Veltliner 9.69 
Taurus Roble 9.79 
Falesco Merlot 10.99 

Samantha Starr Pinot Noir 10.49 
Piping Shrike Shiraz 11.99 

Roger Perrin Cotes du Rhone 12.69 
Chateau Lamothe Bordeaux White 8.69 

Pra Soave 10.49 
Six Prong Red Table Wine 11.99 

Mount Nelson Sauvignon blanc 13.99 
Domaine de la Pepiere Muscadet 7.99 
Cantine del Taburno Falanghina 12.99 
Cinquante Cinq Viognier 10.49  
Pierre Sparr Alsace One 9.69 

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. 
In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. 

Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. 
What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

EC of the best value wines
HANDPICKED BY THE STAFF OF TOWN & COUNTRY.

25% off 
ANY 12 750ML.

BOTTLES OF WINE
Sale items not included.Offer valid from 03/23/06 through 03/29/06. 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE GIFT BASKETS

Sale items not included.Offer valid from 03/23/06 through 03/29/06. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

SUPER SPIRITS                                              PRICE

Chopin Vodka 750 ml. $25.99 
Courvoisier VSOP Cognac 750 ml. 29.99 
Highland Park Single Malt Scotch 750 ml. 38.99 
Maker's Mark 750 ml. 21.99 
Viking Fjord Vodka 1.75 liter 17.99 
Chambord 750 ml. 22.99 
Carolan's Irish Cream Liqueur 750 ml. 10.99 

All prices are valid from 3/23/06 - 3/29/06.

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.
WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     
Free Parking We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by 
New Jersey State Law will apply.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Osborn Cannonball
House Museum to Open

SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa 1760
Obsorn Cannonball House, located at
1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open on Sunday, April 2 from 2 to 4 p.m.
A collection of Colonial, Victorian and
20th Century Quilts will be on display.
Costumed docents will be available to
give tours. There is no admission fee.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

Jane Clancy


