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Redesign of Flight Paths Would Only
Heighten Existing Air Noise Problems
The Federal Aviation Administration’s

latest proposals to redesign airplane flight
patterns over the New York Metropolitan
area amounts to nothing more than a high-
stakes shell game that increases the al-
ready heightened level of airplane noise
over our towns.

The three proposals include a “fan-
ning” of south flow departures which
would move traffic from non-inhabited
industrial areas south of Newark-Liberty
International Airport over heavily popu-
lated residential communities in New Jer-
sey. Union County, with the communities
of Elizabeth, Linden, Hillside. Roselle,
Roselle Park and Union, would be hit
hardest by the increase in airplane noise.

One of these options, the Integrated
Airspace Alternative, has the largest noise
impact, and carries an estimated imple-
mentation cost of $2.5 billion. Coinci-
dentally, the FAA is most heavily pro-
moting this alternative. Whatever small
capacity increases that may occur under

any of the poorly conceived FAA plans
are rapidly taken advantage of by the
carriers to schedule additional flights
during traffic peaks, preventing delay re-
duction.

Rather than redirecting the flight paths
and the accompanying discomfort from
one area to another, the FAA should look
at internal solutions such as the increased
use of larger aircraft that would move
more people and flight schedule changes,
which do not cause interminable delays
during peak hours. A more prudent course
of action — -and one that is most eco-
nomical —would be to implement these
recommendations with existing flight
patterns.

While all of us recognize the impor-
tance of reducing delays at major air-
ports, the health and safety of New Jersey
residents must come first.

Deborah Scanlon
Freeholder

By SPF-BOE Candidate George Gowen

Public Ed. Creates Responsible Citizens
If I were to choose a single element, a

component that is so deeply embedded
into our way of life, that to remove it
from the mix would be to alter the very
fabric of what we know as Americana, I
would select public education.

In a country founded by learned, think-
ing individuals seeking the joys of free-
dom, public education has granted us
the ability to create a society of respon-
sible citizens, regenerate the knowledge
of our own nature and imbue each new
generation with common values. Public
education is the pervasive American free-
dom without which we actually could
perish as a nationality.

It is public education that has been the
delineator between subsistence and suc-
cess. Public education is the point from
which all possibilities spring. It is a
precious gift and one that needs respect,
maintenance and generous, guided fund-
ing.

In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District, I am a candidate for the board
of education. I am not, nor do I seek to
be, an educator. Educators, teachers, are
very special people with unique talents.
They usher in the future.

I want to help make sure that all of the
things that educators need to do their job
are in place.

For many years now the method of
funding public education has met with
greater and greater anger and resent-
ment, and less and less of the simple
substance vital to its survival. There
have not been any new concepts gener-
ated to produce the monies that quality
public education needs.

I have two ideas to generate large
amounts of cash for school districts. I
will outline one here now and the second
in my next release.

As our student population labors
through yet another assessment of knowl-
edge and skills, I have been made aware

that the resultant test scores offer little to
the community. Our endowments from
the state are not enhanced as needs are
revealed, our funding from the federal
government remains, likewise, unaf-
fected.

It is a fact that the prime users of the
extracted data from these all-consum-
ing exams are real estate brokers. The
score numbers are used to establish or
substantiate property value in commu-
nities where purchasers show interest.
While itself a confirmation of the qual-
ity of education, there is little else our
community or any community in the
state receives as compensation or re-
ward from property sales that have
clearly resulted from the efforts of so
many considered ‘outside the deal’.

I am suggesting that the commissions
real estate brokers and their salespeople
divvy up amongst themselves be re-
duced by one percent of their original
total for all residential sales. This one
percent of the total gross commission
would be returned to the school district
in which the sale took place. Even better
would be to pool all such funds across
the state and spread the cash back into
all communities for the continued ben-
efit of their schools and real estate val-
ues statewide.

In this way, real estate brokers and
salespeople can compensate those who
make their job successful. It is without
any doubt that NJASK scores, SAT
scores, college placements and even class
size and school activities play a major
part in the appeal of homes here that now
range from the hundreds of thousands to
over a million dollars.

There is no defense for refusing to
examine this simple shift of funds that
would benefit so many. It’s one of the
things I want to work to achieve because
above all, I believe in quality public
education.

WF-BOE Candidates
Forum Set March 29
WESTFIELD — The Parent

Teacher Council of Westfield invites
the public to attend the Candidates
Forum held on Wednesday, March 29
at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High
School auditorium. Five candidates
are vying for the three open seats on
the nine-member school board. Each
seat is for three years.

Douglas Stokes,  Jane Clancy and
Jesse Garfinkel are first-time office
seekers. Beth Cassie and  Anne Riegel
are incumbents seeking reelection to
the board.

Each candidate will give state-
ments and answer questions. Ques-
tions will be drawn from the public.
Those unable to attend may submit
questions via email to
lwv@westfieldnj.com. The League
of Women Voters will moderate the
forum. The evening will be taped for
airing on TV36.

Ad Populos, Non
Abitus, Pervenimus?
Publisher’s Note: From time to

time, we receive questions. Mr.
McTeigue wrote, “Can you give me
the translation for your Latin on the
banner: Ad Populos Non Abitus,
Pervenimus?”

Having fun several years ago, the
language department at Westfield High
School helped us translate our new
motto into Latin. We have used the
Latin motto on the banner for The
Westfield Leader since that time in 1997.

Ad Populus means “To the people.”
Non Abitus means “not; place of
egress, driveways.” Pervenimus
means “We come.” Note that there
was no word for driveways during
Latin times.

Putting the expression all together
— “We reach people, not driveways.”

The Facts Show Fed Budget Helps
Economy and Those Less Fortunate

Chris Sdao’s latest letter in defense of
high taxes must be responded to, since a
simple check of the facts demolishes Mr.
Sdao’s argument that the Bush tax cuts
helped the rich at the expense of the poor.

Every single American taxpayer ben-
efited from the tax cuts passed by Con-
gress and voted for by Congressman Mike
Ferguson and enacted by President Bush.
These tax cuts included lower rates on
personal income, the elimination of the
marriage penalty and the estate tax, a
reduction in the rate on capital gains, a
doubling of the per-child tax credit (from
$500 to $1,000) and the elimination of
over 5 million individuals and families
from the tax rolls altogether.

In fact, these tax cuts have shifted a
larger share of the individual income taxes
paid in America to the higher income
brackets and increased federal revenue.

It is first worth pointing out that the
rich in America do pay the vast majority
of income taxes. According to the Office
of Tax Policy within the U.S. Department
of the Treasury, in 2003 (the last year for
which hard data is available), the top 5
percent of taxpayers paid more than one-
half (54.4 percent) of all individual in-
come taxes, but reported roughly one-
third of income (31.2 percent). The top 1
percent of taxpayers paid 34.3 percent of
the income taxes. The top 50 percent of all
taxpayers in America paid 96.5 percent of
the income taxes in 2003.

For 2006 (when all of the tax cuts will
be in effect), the Office of Tax Policy
estimates that the share of taxes paid by

the top 5 percent will rise from 51.6
percent to 53.3 percent as a result of the
tax cuts. As importantly, that office esti-
mates that the share of taxes paid by the
bottom 50 percent of taxpayers will fall
from 4 percent to 3.4 percent of all taxes
paid.

At the same time, America has seen an
economic recovery that is a direct result
of these tax reductions. Economic growth
has averaged more than 3.7 percent since
2002 and unemployment, at 4.8 percent,
is below the average unemployment of
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. Real, after-
tax incomes are 14 percent higher than in
December of 2000.

As a result of this economic growth,
federal revenues have grown from slightly
over $2 trillion in 2000 to $2.15 trillion in
FY2005, the highest federal revenues in
American history.

Finally, despite the fiscal restraint
shown in the latest budget by Congress, it
is worth noting that antipoverty spending
(healthcare and housing, food and cash
assistance programs), is up 39 percent
under President Bush, according to the
Heritage Foundation. To suggest that this
is ignoring our obligation to the less for-
tunate is simply false.

Mr. Sdao would like a president and
congressman who would repeal this record
of success by raising our taxes. I disagree,
and will vote for Congressman Mike
Ferguson in November.

Anthony Attanasio
Westfield

Enrollment, Redistricting, Numbers
Confuse the Public on BOE Issues

A few BOE candidates and advocates point to rising
enrollment as the number one reason for increasing bud-
get requests and tax levies. Maybe so, but the numbers are
confusing. For example, this week on page 5, an incum-
bent Westfield BOE candidate writes, “Westfield has a
record setting incoming class of first graders — over 500
students are registered district-wide. The kindergarten
behind them is yet another large class. By first grade they,
too, could top 500. To put this in context, last years’ high
school graduation class had 375 students and the class of
2006 has 415 students.”

Westfield estimates that there will be about 6,200
students in the 12 grades including about 360 in kinder-
garten. Is the average about 500 students per grade? Only
86 percent of these students are classified as regular full-

time students and most of the others are classified in the
special education program.

There is discussion in Westfield about the need for
redistricting. The number of children in each grade is not
a uniform distribution, and the distribution changes from
time to time. Even if the total stays the same, some schools
become more crowded and some become more sparsely
occupied. From the ebb and tide of neighborhood demo-
graphics, it is natural to consider balancing the attendees
in the schools - i.e., redistricting. Candidate Jesse Garfinkel
lays out a discussion of his views on this on page 5.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District has just
completed a 60-page demographics report. We’re anxious
to read it, and sure we will have many questions there also.

We hope all the candidates discuss these issues.

The Emporer’s New Math
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —According to the
recent annual New Jersey School Report
Card of 2005, Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Mountainside schools con-
sistently ranked among the top perform-
ing districts countywide, in mathemat-
ics in advanced proficiency. However,
what is perplexing is that statewide, doz-
ens of poorer school districts, such as
Elizabeth, Bayonne and Camden out-
ranked these upscale, local school dis-
tricts in the percentage of students achiev-
ing a passing grade on those same tests.

Westfield’s Franklin Elementary
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s
William McGuinn Elementary School
ranked 86 and 88, respectively, out of
649 New Jersey schools, both showing a
96.2 percent of fourth graders passing
the NJ ASK standardized math test. Para-
doxically, several schools in Elizabeth,
Bayonne and Camden reported a 100
percent passing rate, ranking these
schools among the top 20 performers on
the same statewide test.

Some educators claim that these fig-
ures prove that New Jersey is closing the
achievement gap between low-income
Abbott Districts and schools in more
upscale communities. However, many
mathematic’ experts attribute these in-
consistencies to the inadequacy of stan-
dardized testing to objectively compare
achievement across districts. Other math
analysts interpret these results as a fail-
ure of what they characterize as experi-
mental math curricula, dubbed the new,
new math, in many local school districts.

The introduction of new math in the
1960s, propelled what has commonly
been referred to as the math wars —
pitting parents and mathematicians
against educators and administrators,
over how arithmetic is taught.

The original new math, dubbed fuzzy
math, advocated conceptual understand-
ing, intuitive reasoning and independent
discovery, while more traditional meth-
ods focused on drilling and rote memo-
rization of basic math facts.

From 1970 into the 1990s, Asian coun-
tries consistently out-ranked the United
States in math comparison studies. The
November 1996 report of the Third In-
ternational Mathematics and Science
Study (TIMSS), ranked the United States
28 out of 41 countries in its assessment
of eighth graders’ math scores; the top-
scoring countries were Singapore, Ko-
rea and Japan.

According to the New Jersey Math-
ematics Coalition, standardized tests
from 1991 to 1996, indicated that 75
percent of fourth- and eighth-graders in
New Jersey were unable to solve simple
and straightforward math problems. The
Coalition noted that many states, includ-
ing New Jersey, had lowered the bench-
mark on their state tests to reflect greater
proficiency than on the national tests.

Changing the curriculum, changing
the standardized tests and a heightened
focus on teaching to the test in some
districts, could account for the discrep-
ancies in the test scores, they concluded.

An extensive 10-year research project
by the University of Chicago, focused
on arithmetic-learning modalities. Their
research generated “The University of
Chicago School Mathematics Project,”
an elementary math curriculum, pub-
lished in 1983. A curriculum for higher
grades was later published in 1990.

The Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Districts adopted Chi-
cago Math in the early 1990s. Garwood
introduced the program into their first
grade curriculum in 2002 and
Mountainside adopted it last year.

Peter Stanton, director of communi-
cations for McGraw-Hill Publishers, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Everyday
Math is used in over 175,000 classrooms
and taught to more than 2.8 million
students, nationwide. He was unable to
determine the number of school districts
in New Jersey or in Union County that
have implemented the program.

In the late 1990s, the name of Chicago
Math was changed to Everyday Math to
reflect the real-life math problems incor-
porated into its curriculum, which pur-

ported to make the program more palat-
able and less anxiety-provoking.

A key feature of Everyday Math was
its presentation of multiple procedures
for solving basic operations, also called
algorithms. No single method received
greater emphasis and students were en-
couraged to think about creative ways to
solve problems on their own, using in-
tuitive reasoning and common sense.

The research also propagated the idea
that children learn better when taught in
a spiral progression, rather than the tra-
ditional, linear model. A linear model of
learning is a sequential progression, from
easy to difficult, with each level requir-
ing mastery of the preceding level.

A spiral progression of learning, on
the other hand, touches on a concept,
also called a strand, for a brief period of
time, without the expectation of mas-
tery. The re-introduction of the strand at
a later time is purported to be more
comprehensible.

Emphasizing conceptual constructs,
the program has been dubbed
constructivist math and whole math.
Opponents cite an over-reliance on the
use of calculators. Proponents claim that
calculators allow students to spend less
time on tedious calculations.

Renowned mathematician and Asso-
ciate Professor at the University of Ten-
nessee, Dr. Tsewei Wang, published a
report evaluating Everyday Math. He
stated, in his report, that Everyday Math
does not prepare students adequately for
college-level math courses, because it
excludes many basic math skills, while
focusing on confusing algorithms. Stu-
dents are now asked to think about math,
talk about math and conceptualize math,
instead of actually doing math, he wrote.

Michael Craver, director of curricu-
lum for the Mountainside School Dis-
trict and assistant principal at
Beechwood Elementary School, how-
ever, disagrees. He told The Leader and
The Times that Everyday Math offers a
higher level of abstract reasoning for
students who excel and alternate meth-
ods of problem solving for students who
need it.

“Students become math thinkers, in-
stead of just math doers. Unlike tradi-
tional math, it does not produce math-
phobic adults,” he stated. The math-
ematics directors of all of the districts
that have implemented Everyday Math
unanimously concur with that opinion.

Nationwide advocacy groups, op-
posed to Everyday Math, have launched
Internet sites disseminating information
and strategies to gain more control of the
math curricula in their districts. Among
the largest of these groups, “Mathemati-
cally Correct” claims there are no inde-
pendent, reliable comparison studies.

“Mathematically Correct” also main-
tains that math education in countries
with high levels of achievement use
intensified versions of traditional pro-
grams, not constructivist math programs.
They cite extensive enrollments in tradi-
tional tutoring programs, such as Sylvan
and Kumon, as evidence that the cur-
riculum in public schools is inadequate.
They also point out that some districts
that are now excelling have returned to
more traditional methods.

Jenna Held, director of communica-
tions for Score in Westfield reported that
the majority of the students enrolled in
their tutoring program are from local,
Everyday Math districts. Of the 175
students enrolled, 63 percent are from
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Mountainside.

Additionally, many of the students
enrolled in Score are students that are
high achievers in most subjects, averag-
ing A’s and B’s. Ms. Held explained that
students often face an adjustment period
when transferring from non-Everyday
Math districts to the ones that use
constructivist math programs.

Elaine Sigal, Director and owner of
the Enrichment Center in Westfield, said
that students who are concrete learners
struggle with conceptual methods. Ms.
Sigal, who has been an educator for 35
years, said she has a problem with the
changing trends and the pendulum
swinging back and forth on math cur-
ricula. The best tutoring programs will

offer certified teachers trained in em-
ploying a variety of methods tailored to
meet the individual needs of each stu-
dent, she said.

University of Stanford professor, Dr.
Jim Milgram, hosts a web site at ftp://
math.stanford.edu/pub/papers/, devoted
to research on math curriculum meth-
ods. He pointed out that the true mea-
sure of success lies not in unreliable
standardized test scores, but rather in
the number of students who go on to
successfully major in math and the sci-
ences. According to Dr. Milgram’s re-
ports, those numbers are dramatically
dwindling every year. He also agreed
with Mathematically Correct that there
is tremendous resistance, in the educa-
tional community to conducting reli-
able comparison studies.

McGraw-Hill and the University of
Chicago, both of whom make money
from the distribution of Everyday Math’s
ever-evolving curriculum worksheets,
lack the incentive to perform objective
research. Dr. Milgram and Dr. Wang
recommend that students be tutored in
traditional math, to supplement the in-
adequate math provided in public schools
to prepare for college-level math courses.

The pendulum seems to be changing
course again. Several local districts, also
concerned about the math-preparedness
of their students, have abandoned using
Everyday Math exclusively and have
returned to other, more traditional teach-
ing methods in their curriculum.

 Cty. Golf Privatization
Needs Residents’  Input

I am responding to an article in your
paper regarding the Privatization of the
Union County golf courses. This pro-
posal must be further examined before it
goes too far.

This is not a good solution to the
county’s budget problems. This is like
saying you saved money by buying some-
thing on sale, even though you didn’t
need it. It is too common, that when local
government has its focus on a program, it
can get “steam-rollered” thru the process
without real public debate.

I have some familiarity with this type
of “solution” and in the case of Union
County there would be no benefits to the
taxpayer or to the golfers that use these
facilities. The golf courses provide the
most recreational usage, for the least
amount of taxpayer dollars. There are
many trained workers with many years of
service, employed by these courses. Most
would lose their jobs and their seniority if
this proposal were enforced.

The companies that take over this kind
of operation inevitably hire less skilled
workers willing to work for minimum
wage. Outsourcing has become the tem-
porary, seemingly easy, solution for ex-
ecutives who cannot solve problems with
original thinking.

The county golf courses are not a defi-
cit on the county budget. They in fact
provide a surplus, which helps support
other county facilities.

Before this proposal goes any further,
there must be an independent evaluation.
Union County Parks and Recreation De-
partment is a public service organization.
The public must be a part of the decision
process. There are women’s leagues,
Men’s Golf Association, senior leagues,
high school matches, programs for kids
and for disabled golfers.

Can we be sure that these services will
be given the priority that they currently
receive? This is a proposal that must be
resolved by the residents of Union County
(through an independent review panel)
together with the freeholders.

Joseph Galuska
South Plainfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tampoon – A plug, such as in barrels
2. Hylobates – A genus of apes includ-

ing the gibbons
3. Infibulation – Clasping with a buckle

or padlock
4. Aurigal – Pertaining to a chariot or

carriage

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SUG
1. A heavy barge used for freight
2. An unidentified parasite on trout
3. Gout in the hand
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
CHOLOLITH

1. A gallstone
2. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
3. A battle ax or mace
4. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
HULVER

1. Fuss or complain
2. An evergreen shrub or tree
3. To cast aside; throw out
4. The male falcon

PRECES
1. Short responsive prayers in church

worship
2. The row of thread ends left on a loom

when the web is cut off
3. Spiders
4. Division into groups

Resident Seeks BOE
Redistricting Position
Middle school redistricting is an im-

portant issue in the upcoming Westfield
Board of Education election. Many resi-
dents would be directly affected by the
imposition of mandatory and involuntary
redistricting.

Some residents may support the idea of
redistricting. Others, however, believe
that redistricting approximately one hun-
dred or more students each year from the
Roosevelt district to Edison not only
would affect those students, but also would
detrimentally affect the quality of educa-
tion at Edison by causing overcrowding
at that school.

I am disappointed that the Board of
Education candidates have not addressed
this important issue in their submissions
to The Westfield Leader. I ask each candi-
date to write to The Leader with his or her
position on this issue so that the voters
will be able to make an informed decision
on Election Day.

Joe Aronds
Westfield


