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Dollar Days Slated
Through April 15

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is
holding Westfield W Dollar Days
through Saturday, April 15. During
this time, customers will receive
one W dollar for every $10 spent on
a purchase. W dollars can be re-
deemed at any participating busi-
ness for $1 toward their purchase.

Saul Drittel, DWC Promotions
Committee chairman, said, “We are
pleased to offer a promotion which
will generate additional commerce
downtown. We are bringing back an
old favorite which was a highly suc-
cessful downtown promotion sev-
eral years ago.”

The following businesses are par-
ticipating in this limited time offer:
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery, Anais Bou-
tique, Bittersweet Designs, Castle
Bootery, Inc., Cheeburger Cheeburger,
Classic Thyme, Embroidery! Baby,
Fast Frame, Funk & Standard, Home
Care America, Isabella’s American
Bistro, Jersey Mike’s Subs, The
Leader Store, The Liquor Basket,
Manhattan Bagel, Mojave Grille,
Nirvana, Presidential Pen & Gifts,
Randal’s Shoes, Roman Boutique,
Scott’s Shoes, Sole, Subway,
Theresa’s, Westfield Tobacco &
News, Windmill and Xocolatz.

Adult School Reveals
Program on Churchill
WESTFIELD — Historical lecturer

and Churchill Society member
George Lewis will present “The Life
and Times of Winston Churchill” in a
two-part lecture series sponsored by
the Westfield Adult School. The lec-
tures will be held at the Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street, on two consecutive Wednes-
days, March 29 and April 5. They will
begin at 2 p.m.

The presentation will include bio-
graphical information about
Churchill, “Wits and Witticisms” and
a screening of the 50-minute docu-
mentary The Finest Hours, a 1964
Jack Levine film narrated by Orson
Welles. There also will be time for
questions and answers.

The cost is $20 for both lectures.
Pre-registration is strongly encour-
aged, although a representative of the
Adult School will be on hand at the
first lecture to accept walk-in regis-
trations. For registration forms and
more information about this and other
Adult School courses, please see the
Adult School Spring catalog (avail-
able at most local libraries) or visit
the Westfield Adult School website at
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool.

Westfield Holds Disciplinary
Hearing for Officer Kasko

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Following a public
police department disciplinary hear-
ing this past Monday, Westfield Po-
lice Officer Greg Kasko faces a total
of four days suspension if found guilty
of two charges: arrogant and disre-
spectful behavior against Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and publically
criticizing actions of former Police
Chief Bernard Tracy.

The charges stem from a “heated
exchange” between Mr. Kasko, who
was off duty at the time, and Town
Administrator Gildea on November
3, 2004. Mr. Gildea was in the town
clerk’s office preparing for a furni-
ture delivery the next day when Mr.
Kasko asked to see him.

Mr. Gildea testified that he did not
have the time and instructed the of-
ficer to fill out an employee com-
plaint form. The administrator fur-
ther said he went back to his office, at
which point Officer Kasko came up
from behind and insisted on an im-
mediate meeting. Mr. Gildea said
Officer Kasko stated, “that man down-
stairs (Police Chief Tracy) has ha-
rassed me,” at which time Officer
Kasko pulled out a copy of the town’s
employee complaint policy and said,
“You have to meet with me.”

Town Clerk Claire Gray, who was
Mr. Gildea’s secretary when the inci-
dent occurred, testified that Officer
Kasko was “very belligerent and be-
gan shaking his finger” at Mr. Gildea,
insisting on a meeting. She said the
officer also indicated he had a heart
monitor, saying, “This is what that
man downstairs (Tracy) did to me.”

Mr. Gildea said both he and Officer
Kasko shook fingers at each other
during the 10-minute discussion.

Mr. Gildea, Mrs. Gray and office
assistant Joyce Larocca prepared
statements the next day, which were
submitted to the Westfield Police
Department’s internal affairs division
the day afterwards.

“They (Mrs. Gray and Ms. Larocca)
both were rather surprised, aston-
ished, amazed about how Kasko
treated me,” Mr. Gildea testified.

The administrator, under question-
ing from Officer Kasko’s attorney,
Julien Neals, said he did not know nor
did he ask why Officer Kasko wanted
a meeting.

Officer Kasko reported out sick
October 28 to 30, 2004 following an
October 28 incident (with Chief
Tracy), Mr. Gildea acknowledged.
The officer has charged in a lawsuit
that Mr. Tracy retaliated and harassed
him for allegations Officer Kasko was
bringing concerning alleged misuse
of the police computers for illegal
background checks of town residents.
Those allegations were not discussed
at Monday’s hearing.

According to the lawsuit, Officer
Kasko charges that Police Chief Tracy
ordered him to complete a police re-
port on the allegation of police com-
puter misuse. He has charged in the
suit that he needed medical attention
due to a rapid heartbeat but alleged
Mr. Tracy ordered him to complete
his report regardless of his health
emergency.

Officer Kasko reported to work on

November 4, the day after the inci-
dent with Mr. Gildea, and completed
an employee complaint form.

Mr. Gildea said he felt Mr. Kasko’s
behavior was “inappropriate conduct
for any employee in that setting.”

Mr. Neals said the incident between
Officer Kasko and Mr. Gildea “was
nothing more than two people getting
into somewhat of an argument over
what was going to happen at a par-
ticular time.”

“I think to say that he was being
insubordinate (against Mr. Gildea) is
really not a correct factor, and he
wasn’t specifically charged with in-
subordination,” Mr. Neals said.

 Rick Danser, labor attorney for the
town, responded that when Officer
Kasko was initially told Mr. Gildea
could not meet with him, “that should
have been the end of it.”

“He’s (Gildea) not in (his) office
two seconds and Kasko is right be-
hind him repeating and pressing his
demands after he has been told” there
would be no meeting that day. “If that
is not insubordination, I’m not really
sure what is,” Mr. Danser said.

Mr. Neals said the second charge of
criticizing the former police chief
should be removed given that Mr.
Gildea did not know (of the criticism)
at the time of the October 28 incident.

Mr. Danser said according to police
department rules, officers “are subject
to duty and they shall at all times
respond to the local orders of the supe-
rior officers and other proper authori-
ties (which includes Mr. Gildea).”

“Officer Kasko persisted in his de-
mand in a manner that clearly was
beyond any acceptable form of con-
duct for an employee to direct to-
wards his superior,” said Mr. Danser.

He said Officer Kasko’s actions
“cannot and was not allowed to go
unnoticed nor un-responded to.”

On the second charge regarding Chief
Tracy, Mr. Danser said, “Officer Kasko
accuses the chief of harassing him;
clearly criticism of the chief’s actions
and done in public.” He said that accu-
sation “clearly violates” department
rules.

At the conclusion of the hearing,
Hearing Officer James Damato re-
quested legal briefs from Mr. Danser
and Mr. Neals by Monday, March 27,
after which he is to make his decision.

This is the second police depart-
ment disciplinary hearing for the
town made public within the year.
Detective Sandra Chambers was
charged with fixing a parking ticket
for her son during hearings last sum-
mer and fall. She received a 15-day
suspension after she was found guilty
of the charge. The town hired Mr.
Damato, an attorney, to provide non-
binding recommendations on the
charges raised during both hearings.

Mr. Danser is with the law firm of
Appruzzese, McDermott, Mastro
and Murphy. Mr.  Neals is with the
law firm of Chasan Leyner &
Lamparello in Secaucus. Under
Westfield Police Department rules,
disciplinary hearings are made pub-
lic if requested by the accused. Tracy
Bussel of the law firm of Methfessel
& Werbel of Edison, representing
the town in the Kasko lawsuit, sat in
on Monday’s hearing.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LISTENING CAREFULLY…Westfield Police Officer Greg Kasko, left, and his
attorney, Julien Neals, listen intently at the start of Monday’s disciplinary hearing.
Officer Kasko has been charged with disrespectful behavior, which he disputes.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING FUN…Girl Scouts from Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield visit
the office of The Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on March 16
to learn how newspapers are made. Shown above are: Amanda, Leah, Kristen,
Emma, Rita, Amanda and Mary.

Jaycees ‘Old-Timer’s Night’
April 5 at WF’s Jolly Trolley
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Jaycees will be holding their annual
Westfield Jaycee reunion, dubbed
“Old-Timer’s Night,” on Wednesday,
April 5, at 6:30 p.m. at the Jolly Trol-
ley on North Avenue in Westfield (next
to the fire house).

All past, present and potential Jay-
cees are invited to attend. Dinner
and refreshments will be provided to
new guests at no charge. The
Westfield Jaycees is a group of young
men and women volunteering time
and effort toward the betterment of
the community.

The Jaycees sponsor such pro-
grams as the Westfield child shield
and helmet safety programs. The
Jaycees also serve the community
by donating time and money to the
overall improvement of the
Westfield area.

Effective immediately, the
Westfield Jaycees has a brand new
website, westfieldjaycees.com. The
website will have the latest informa-
tion on upcoming meetings, events
calendar, photos, etc.

The Jaycees will be conducting a
Westfield 9/11 Memorial clean up on
Saturday, April 8 beginning at 8 a.m.
at the memorial. Volunteers are en-
couraged and should bring should
bring gloves and rakes.

The Jaycees hold monthly mem-
bership meetings the first Wednesday
of each month at a local restaurant.
For more information, call (908) 337-
2733 or e-mail Jaycees President,
Larry Showfety at
lshowfety@hotmail.com.

Westfield Businesses
Offer Hr. Free Parking

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) has
partnered with local businesses to
offer free parking for their custom-
ers. During this promotion, which is
underway, participating businesses
purchase half-price parking tokens
from the DWC and provide them to
their customers. The tokens are good
for one free hour of parking any-
where in the downtown.

The tokens, which were recently
introduced by Westfield’s Parking
Services Department, are accepted in
any pay station or meter downtown
during normal enforcement hours of
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. The following businesses
are participating in the promotion:

Adlers Jewelers, 219 North Av-
enue, West; Anais Boutique, 51 Elm
Street; Brunner Opticians, 100 East
Broad Street; Cheeburger Cheeburger,
251 North Avenue; Classic Thyme,
161 East Broad Street; Copies Now,
251 North Avenue ,West; Dahn Yoga,
241 North Avenue, West; Dave Rossi
Photography, 104 Quimby Street;
FastFrame, 111 Quimby Street, and
Knit-a-Bit, 66 Elm Street.

Liberty Travel, 201 East Broad
Street; Michael Kohn Jewelers, 226
North Avenue, West; New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, 152 East
Broad Street; Omaha Steaks, 131
East Broad Street; Randal’s Shoes,
82 Elm Street; RE/MAX Prop.
Unltd. - Ellen Troeller - 200 North
Avenue, East; Salon Visage, 240-44
North Avenue; Scott’s Shoes, 109
Quimby Street; Signature Moments,
241 North Avenue, West; Sole, 107
Prospect Street; State Farm Insur-
ance, 2 Elm Street.

The Flower Zone, 103 Prospect
Street; The Guillotine, 108 Central
Avenue; The Leader Store, 109 East
Broad Street; The UPS Store, 231
North Avenue, West, and Westfield
Galleries, 266 East Broad Street.
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