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Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REVIEWING BUDGET…Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
center, and Board of Education President Linda Nelson discuss the proposed
2006-2007 school budget.

Corrections
A headline for a story on the death

of former Fanwood resident Ken
Conceicao, 35, in Florida should have
said he attended Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) but
left the school in his junior year.

***************
In a page 2 article in last week’s

issue, a story on former Westfield
resident Dr. Randolph Wojcik incor-
rectly stated that he is board certified
and currently completing his resi-
dency at Lehigh Valley Hospital. The
article should have stated that he is
board certified in general surgery and,
that upon completion of his residency
at Lehigh Valley, he will be board
eligible in plastic and reconstructive
surgery.

***************
Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-

sioner James Walsh was incorrectly
referred to as chairman in a front-
page story in the March 16 issue of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on the proposed Brookside Park de-
velopment. The chairman is Ed
Zazzali.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, March 13, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that
someone used her bank card and made
approximately $300 of purchases at
various stores.

Tuesday, March 14, a resident of
Winding Brook Way reported being
the victim of harassment. The victim
stated a former acquaintance con-
stantly calls her and demands money.
Police are investigating the matter.

Wednesday, March 15, a teacher at
Union County Vocational-Technical
School reported that a student yelled
obscenities after he asked the student
to leave the class.

Friday, March 17, Lam Huynh, 43,
of Greenbrook was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). Huynh
was stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation, at which time officers detected
an odor of alcohol, police said. The
suspect failed a sobriety test and he
was placed under arrest. He was pro-
cessed at headquarters and released,
police said.

Friday, March 17, Rocco Scavone,
22, of South Plainfield was arrested
for possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, the paraphernalia
was in plain view.

Mountainside
Thursday, March 16, Dennis Free-

man, 59, of Brick Township was ar-
rested following a field investigation
for outstanding warrants.

Friday, March 17, Kevin Washing-
ton, aka Kevin Williams, 31, of New-
ark was arrested for driving without a
license following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 at which time the suspect
gave the false name of Tariq Smith.
According to police, a check through
the Department of Motor Vehicles
yielded negative results, but two ac-
tive warrants on that name as an alias.

Police said Williams then gave the
name Kevin Washington as an alias,
which resulted in the suspect being
charged with numerous warrants un-
der that name. An inquiry into his true
identity determined his state name to
be Kevin Washington with his birth
name being Kevin Williams, police
said. The suspect was also charged
with hindering apprehension and
prosecution.

Saturday, March 18, a Central Av-
enue resident reported being the vic-
tim of identity theft. The victim re-
ceived notification from his bank that
someone had changed his personal
profile, as well as his address. The
bank also advised him he was late on
a credit card payment. Police said the
bank’s fraud department determined
someone had accessed the victim’s
personal information and changed
information. It was also determined a
savings account was opened in the
victim’s name as well, police said.

Saturday, March 18, Dashawn
McDonald, 21, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 for driving with a sus-
pended license.

Saturday, March 18, a resident of
Willow Road reported being the vic-
tim of burglary. When the
homeowners returned home they
found the back door window was
smashed and bedrooms in the house
ransacked. Police said it is uncertain
at this time what was taken. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Sunday, March 19, Yasin Bowers,
24, of Union was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for speeding at
which time it was determined he was
driving with a suspended license.

Sunday, March 19, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported being
the victim of criminal mischief. The
victim stated that when he returned to
his vehicle after having dinner at the
restaurant, his two right side tires
were slashed. The incident is under
investigation to determine if the dam-
age was the result of a random act of
violence or prompted by the victim’s
actions, police said.

Monday, March 20, Joseph Beford,

21, of Newark was arrested following
a field investigation on numerous
outstanding warrants totaling $2,200.

Westfield
Monday, March 13, Juan Texis, 37,

of Plainfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Sussex Street on a Plainfield
criminal warrant for $500. He was
released after posting bail.

Monday, March 13, a motor ve-
hicle parked in the 20 block of East
Broad Street was damaged through
criminal mischief. Someone
scratched the paint on the passenger
side door with an unknown object.

Tuesday, March 14, two bushes
were torn from the ground at a busi-
ness in the 300 block of Lenox Av-
enue and were left in the middle of the
establishment’s back parking lot.

Tuesday, March 14, a Wychwood
Road resident reported that someone
entered her motor vehicle, which was
parked in the garage, and removed
her registration and insurance cards.
A pair of eyeglasses and a garage
door opener also were removed from
the vehicle but were left behind on
the lawn.

Tuesday, March 14, Corrie
Gorombey, 23, of Roselle Park was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Boulevard and South Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). She was released to a
responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 15, Ronisha S.
Brandon, 28, of Palmyra was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
criminal warrants issued by Palmyra,
for $750; New Brunswick, $3,500
and Perth Amboy, $1,392. She was
held pending pickup by one of the
agencies that had issued warrants for
her.

Wednesday, March 15, Perry M.
Jones, Jr., 41, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a Union County no-bail war-
rant issued by the Probation Depart-
ment for non-payment of assessed
fines. Jones also was arrested on traf-
fic warrants issued by Plainfield, for
$2,110; Watchung, for $2,606, and
Newark, for $150, plus a criminal
warrant from Newark for $125.

Thursday, March 16, Kendal S.
Gardner, 45, of Delanco was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on a
criminal warrant from Westfield for
$410. Gardner also was wanted on
traffic warrants from Woodbridge, for
$200, and Newark, for $91. He was
held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, March 16, Anthony Th-
ompson, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Westfield warrants – one crimi-
nal and one traffic warrant – totaling
$650, as well as a criminal warrant
from Elizabeth for $100. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, March 16, Jeffrey
Kavalin, 53, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Westfield traffic warrants with a
total of $178 bail. He was released
after posting bail.

Friday, March 17, Karen Hannam,
46, of Kenilworth was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at North and Edgewood
Avenues. She was released to a re-
sponsible individual.

Friday, March 17, Kasaidsme
Barlow, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on a
criminal warrant from Westfield for
$235. He was committed on default
of bail.

Friday, March 17, Rossana
Arguello, 41, of Cliffside Park was
arrested and charged with DWI at a
DWI checkpoint at Central Avenue
and Virginia Street. She was released
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, March 18, Mark
Buontempo, 18, of Cranford, Ken-
neth Van Gorden, 19, of Linden and
Bryan Dewitt, 18, of Scotch Plains
were arrested at a DWI checkpoint at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. All three were released with
summonses.

Saturday, March 18, James Gra-
ham, 41, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court. He was
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 18, Alison M.
Federico, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI at Boynton
Avenue and Virginia Street. She was
released to a responsible individual.

was granted a previous expansion
from 60 students to 88 several years
ago. Mr. Brancatella testified that 40
percent of his students were from
Fanwood, including the eight new
students he was approved for.

Planning consultant to the board,
Paul Ricci of T&M Associates, re-
ported to the board regarding the
borough’s round three Fair Share-
COAH (Council on Affordable Hous-
ing) housing obligations. He said that
three existing group homes located in
the borough satisfied 12 of the
borough’s 13 required units for af-
fordable housing.

Mr. Ricci explained that the new
COAH formula for calculating a
municipality’s obligation is based
on projected growth over the next 10
years. Three additional units would
be placed as a requirement on new
developments, bringing the
borough’s total of units to 15, giving
the municipality a surplus of two
units.

 COAH obligations for rounds one
and two were required from 1989 to
1999, while round three rules came
out in December of 2004, retroactive
to 1999, Mr. Ricci explained. Addi-
tionally, COAH has earmarked 10 low-
income, rental-property units in the
borough as being in need of rehabili-
tation. Mr. Ricci said that public mon-

ies approximating $10,000 per unit
were required to meet that rehabilita-
tion obligation.

The planning board will vote to
approve the housing plan obliga-
tions at their next regularly sched-
uled meeting. By approving the plan
and receiving COAH certification,
the borough can avoid a builder’s
remedy lawsuit, Mr. Ricci said.

Board member Andrew
McDonald expressed his opinion
regarding the COAH obligation,
stating, “The whole thing is a fraud.
It started out to assist minorities
who couldn’t get housing, but it has
morphed into employment for law-
yers and profits for developers. It
has absolutely nothing to do with
poor people now. It is an environ-
mental disaster and serves no use-
ful purpose.” He advised the board
to pass a resolution calling for the
council to request a repeal of the
entire COAH process.

The continuation of an application
for the expansion of a house, request-
ing a bulk variance, located at 453
Midway Avenue, will be heard at the
next regularly scheduled board meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 29 at 7:30
p.m.

An application for a bulk variance
for a house at 64 Portland Street will
also be heard.
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Goddard School, Town Bank
Hearing to Resume April 26

of Women Voters will be at the high
school registering students who are
18 years of age today, Thursday,
March 23.

One parent asked the board repre-
sentatives about the prospects for a
new freshman soccer program for
September. Mr. Whitehouse indicated
that the board is “working to see if
and how they can fit in the soccer
teams.”

He also explained that Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye is
working on ways to include this new
program, such as cutting existing
teams from 18 games to 15.

He continued to explain that Dr.
Choye, with the advisement of Mr.
Heisey and Athletic Director Rich-
ard Harmer, are exploring many op-
tions for the creation of the program.

The presentation was the fourth of
nine that have and will take place in
all schools throughout the month of
March by the BOE.

“We are trying to present good
value and (present a budget) that will
be accepted by the public,” Mr.
Whitehouse concluded.

duce expenses and paperwork.
Cranford resident Jeff Pistol ques-

tioned the FAA on how it is evaluat-
ing the pros and cons of each redesign
option. “You should look at mitiga-
tion strategies for each option prior to
making a decision, so that mitigation
becomes a factor in the selection pro-
cess,” suggested Mr. Pistol, to audi-
ence applause.

FAA project manager, Steve Kelley
explained that the agency has “not
determined a preferred alternative”
(for an airspace redesign) yet, but he
said when that is done by early next
year, options for addressing redesign
impacts (i.e. mitigating strategies) will
be fully analyzed. “And there will be
a separate public comment period
just on those mitigating strategies,”
said Mr. Kelley, adding that the
project’s cost would likely double if
mitigating strategies were considered
in advance.

Westfield resident Walter
Bukowski pointed out that he has
already noticed “a lot more aircraft
noise” in his neighborhood since last
month and wondered: “Are you test-
ing these routes now?” FAA offi-
cials emphasized that redesign op-
tions are studied through modeling
programs and no actual route testing
is being done.

introducing the 2006 municipal
spending plan next month.

In other business, the council will
introduce a $3.86 million capital im-
provement bond ordinance next week
to fund the refurbishing of the mu-
nicipal building. Last month, the coun-
cil met with Potter Architect Group to
review plans for replacing the 33-
year-old building’s roof and the heat-
ing and air conditioning system, add-
ing a second floor above the police
station and making improvements to
the building’s façade.

The new sloped roof and HVAC
work will cost about $2.1 million, the
addition of about 3,000 additional
square feet of space above the police
station at the rear of the building will
cost about $950,000 and façade im-
provements will cost $410,000. The
remaining $395,000 will pay for vari-
ous related professional services.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said he expects the project to be com-
pleted by early 2007. He pointed out
that constructing a new township
building would have cost as much as
three times the amount that will be
spent refurbishing the existing build-
ing.

The council also addressed the pos-
sibility of putting in sidewalks on a
portion of Raritan Road, but given the
apparent lack of support from neigh-
borhood residents, were reluctant to
move ahead with the idea. Putting in
sidewalks on the segment of Raritan
Road between Lake Avenue and Lam-
berts Mill Road, Mayor Marks said,
would mean “a dramatic change” in
the topography of the area, given that
new curbing and retaining walls would
be required. In addition, several resi-
dents wrote letters to township offi-
cials expressing their opposition to
the proposal.
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FAA Regulations
One of the last to speak at the

meeting, Union County Freeholder
Nancy Ward noted that the county’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders ear-
lier this month passed a resolution
opposing two of the airspace rede-
sign proposals that have generated
concern locally. “This is a bad plan,”
said Freeholder Ward. “It doesn’t
do anything to improve the quality
of life; it will do the opposite,” she
said. Freeholder Ward urged the
FAA to strongly consider routing
planes over the ocean to minimize
jet airplane noise, despite the FAA’s
estimate that such a move would
tack an average of four minutes
onto flight times.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Kelley said that
public input is a “critical” component
in the consideration of any airspace
redesign. “We need to fix the (air-
space management) system and that’s
going to require changes,” he said.
“We need to find ways to do that and,
at the same time, balance and incor-
porate the concerns of residents.”

The FAA’s public comment period
on the proposed airspace redesign wraps
up on June 1. For more information or
to offer comments for the record, visit
the FAA’s website at www.faa.gov/
nynjphl_airspace_redesign.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLYING IN THE FACE OF…Local residents were given the opportunity to look
at simulations of proposed airspace redesigns, as well as make comments for the
record, at Tuesday night’s Federal Aviation Administration public meeting in
Springfield.

Bush “is committed to turning this
(the political landscape) around” for
the fall congressional elections.

In terms of the freeholder race,
Ms. Quattrocchi questioned the size
of the county budget, $413 million,
why the county tax levy has increased
10 percent per year over the past five
years, why the freeholders gave
themselves a 5.3 percent raise in
December “and than announced lay-
offs to lower level county employ-
ees” the following month. She also
raised the issue of overtime costs,
the deaths of three detainees at the
county’s juvenile detention center
and Runnells Specialized Hospital
budget, which she noted is “running
in the red again.”

“Why does it seem that every piece
of open space that we (the county)
acquire we have to build something
on?” she questioned.

“As Republicans, we have the op-
portunity this year (to win freeholder
seats),” she said. “However with op-
portunity comes responsibility. And
we have the responsibility to unite
because where there is unity, there is

power.”
Mr. Mortimer said he has been frus-

trated by working to pass “tight”
municipal budgets “only to have a
large county tax increase levied on
our residents.”

“Although we collect these taxes,
we have no control in where and how
they are raised,” he added. He said
county spending is “uncontrolled.”

As a realtor, he said, “Simply put,
higher property taxes have a negative
effect on property values.”

He said county government “needs
its own version of pay-to-play re-
form,” charging that county Demo-
crats “have been collecting huge cam-
paign contributions from companies
doing business with the county, which
means, once again, we will be at a
huge financial disadvantage. But
while we will be outspent, we will not
be outworked.”

Ms. Barabas, a Union County resi-
dent for over 25 years, is a past
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce board chairman and recently
joined the DWC board.

“So now it is time to give back to
the Republican Committee and hope-
fully, we can get Tom Kean elected
and make some changes in the Union
County freeholders’ dilemma,” she
said.

County Democratic Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo stated in a press
release, “The Democratic freeholder
team of Mirabella, Scanlon and
Holmes has delivered services and
safety to the residents of Union
County during their tenure. They
have a strong record of fiscal man-
agement and accountability and have
focused on issues such as health,
education, transportation and recre-
ation, which matter greatly to our
constituents.”
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