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LETTERS OF THANKS…The Brownies of Troop 187 of McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains-Fanwood and their leaders display letters and pictures
from family in Louisiana thanking them for the clothing and gift cards the troop
donated. Wanting to help children impacted by Hurricane Katrina, the Brownies
“adopted” the Louisiana family.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAISING KEAN…Union County Republican Committee Chairman Phil Morin, left, introduces State Senator and U.S.
Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield, right, as Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence), third from left, and Bill
McClintock of Scotch Plains look on at Saturday’s GOP  convention at Westfield High School.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING FOR FREEHOLDER…Union County Republicans on Saturday
selected, from left to right, businesswoman Diane Barabas of Westfield,
Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood
to run for county freeholder.

DEMS PICK CANDIDATES…County Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo, second from left, has announced that the Democratic organization has selected,
from left to right, U.S. Senator Robert Menendez for Senate, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella for county freeholder, Assemblywoman Linda Stender for Congress
and Freeholders Chester Holmes and Patricia Scanlon for county freeholder.
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Goddard School, Town Bank
Hearing To Continue April 26

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The completion of
testimony for major, preliminary and
final site plan approval to construct a
branch of the Town Bank and a
Goddard School Day Care facility at
324 South Avenue occurred before
the Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board at a special meeting on Mon-
day night.

The application was carried to
Wednesday, April 26, to give the ap-
plicant time to notify residents within
200 feet of The Chelsea at Fanwood,
an assisted living facility, of a lease
agreement to provide parking for
employees of Fanwood Plaza Part-
ners, located at 313 South Avenue.

Employees of Fanwood Plaza Part-
ners currently utilize parking space at
the development site across the street.

The lease agreement would move their
parking to spaces behind The Chelsea,
freeing up the lot across the street for
the proposed development. The ap-
plicant is asking for several variances
including one for a rear-yard buffer
deficiency, where the parking lot
backs up to the rear parking lot of
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Scotch Plains attorney Robert
Kraus, who is representing himself
and his partner as the principal devel-
opers for the project, wrapped up the
testimony of expert witnesses and
asked the board for its comments.
The board declined to comment on its
position until the applicant completed
the required legal notification of resi-
dents within 200 feet of The Chelsea.

Two single-family homes that cur-
rently occupy the lots will be razed to
make way for the development. The

two proposed buildings would share
a common entrance driveway in be-
tween the bank and the day care facil-
ity. Both buildings will be one-and-a
half stories, with the upper floor used
to store HVAC equipment only. The
proposed 2,966-square-foot bank has
three drive-through lanes in the rear,
and the proposed 8,252-square-foot
day care facility is proposing 56 park-
ing spaces for employees and par-
ents. Two playgrounds are proposed
for a maximum of 120 day care chil-
dren, ages six months to six years old.
The design of the buildings would
maintain Fanwood’s Victorian archi-
tectural style.

The board discussed the developer’s
plan to make the front entrance of the
building face the rear parking lot,
requested by the applicant for safety
reasons. Board members said they
would request conditions on the ap-
plication to make the rear of the build-
ing, facing South Avenue, look more
like a front entrance, with doorway
enhancements and landscaping. Other
aspects of the plan, including a re-
taining wall, fencing, signage and
other landscaping features, were also
discussed. The board expressed its
preferences that mature trees be saved
as much as possible.

No members of the public came
forward to object to the proposed
development. Mr. Kraus told the board
that he hoped to have the bank con-
structed and operational by October
of 2006. He told Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he was fairly
optimistic that the board would ap-
prove the proposal.

An application to expand the maxi-
mum capacity of students for the
Wonder Years Academy, located at
133 South Avenue, was approved by
the board. Operating owner Vito
Brancatella, asked the board to ap-
prove his request to expand capacity
from 88 students to 96. The center
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Board of Ed. Presents $71 Million
School Budget to SPFHS PTA

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board of
Education members Trip Whitehouse
and Sasha Slocum presented the
2006-2007 school budget to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Parent-Teacher Association
Monday night in the school’s media
center.

The total budget for the upcoming
academic period is $71 million, with
90.5 percent of that figure, or
$64,627,481, to be presented to the
public as a ballot question on Tues-
day, April 18.

“Almost 75 percent of the operat-
ing costs for the district” is com-
prised of teachers’ salaries and ben-
efits, explained Mr. Whitehouse.

Another $4,901,817, or 7 percent
of the budget, is classified as “other”
expenses such as “books, supplies,
athletics, co-curricular and activities,
technical services…if we have to cut,
it is this area,” Board President Linda
Nelson clarified.

The budget reflects a 4.42 percent
increase over last year’s spending
plan, with Scotch Plains residents
responsible for 78.1 percent of the
tax levy share and Fanwood resi-
dents 21.9 percent.

Administrative expenditure cost
per pupil is $1,115, which is $449
less than the regional limit permitted
per pupil, Mr. Whitehouse confirmed.

Capital projects for the 2006-2007
budget period include a new rear
walkway for McGinn School;  a new
driveway and repaving of the play-
ground at Brunner School; roof re-
pairs district-wide, and high school
locker room replacement.

Due to the projected increased en-
rollment in the district, there are plans
to create 17 new teaching positions,
including eight new elementary
teachers, four middle school teach-

ers, three high school teachers and
two resource center teachers.

The projected enrollment increases
are based upon information gathered
by the district administration, as well
as a 60-page demographic study that
was undertaken by a hired research
firm.

Copies of the study are available to
the public from Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi’s office.

Responding to the need to get
people out to vote for the school
budget on April 18, SPFHS Principal
David Heisey verified that the League
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County Residents Displeased
At FAA Rerouting Air Traffic
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPRINGFIELD —About 100 area
residents turned out Tuesday evening
for a public meeting held by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
regarding potential changes in air traf-
fic routes. The meeting was held at
the Springfield Holiday Inn on Route
22.

Nearly two dozen residents voiced
individual concerns during the
meeting’s question-and-answer pe-
riod. Collectively, they expressed dis-
pleasure in the re-routing of noisy air
traffic over Union County neighbor-
hoods.

Late last year, the FAA proposed
four airspace redesign alternatives in
the New York, New Jersey and Phila-

delphia metropolitan areas. The idea
was to improve safety, minimize de-
lays and manage anticipated growth
in air traffic.

The proposed changes would be
the first since the late 1980s, when
federal officials did not provide op-
portunities for public input until after
new airspace patterns were approved,
resulting in a lengthy battle to ham-
mer out compromises. This time
around, the FAA scheduled a series
of nearly 30 meetings as part of a
lengthy public comment period.

Redesign critics argue that at least
two of the FAA’s new proposals would
result in a more significant increase
in aircraft noise than ever, because air
traffic would be re-routed westward
and directly over – or, in some cases,

toward – primarily residential towns
surrounding Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport immediately after take-
off.

Currently, planes fly over indus-
trial areas south of the airport after
take-off, meaning the aircrafts are
flying higher in the sky when they
eventually wing their way over resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Residents who attended Tuesday
night’s meeting watched an introduc-
tory video before moving into an-
other room where large posters, maps
and video simulators were set up to
demonstrate the proposed airspace
redesign options. Many FAA offi-
cials and consultants were on hand to
answer questions and record oral or
written public comments.

Afterward, the meeting format
changed to question-and-answer, with
a lottery system used to select speak-
ers, given the large turnout.

One common concern had to do
with the availability of the draft re-
port containing the airspace redesign
proposals. “Looking at a lot of these
technical documents on the computer
is confusing,” said Dennis Hardie of
Scotch Plains, who heads up a local
aircraft noise committee. “How can I
get a hard copy of the actual report?”
he asked, as other residents nodded in
agreement.

“Hard copies are not in the (local)
libraries,” echoed Westfield resident
Kim Sokol, who read a list of libraries
that do not have the report on file.
“The areas most impacted should have
the most access,” she said.

Mo Keane of the FAA responded
that the agency decided to make the
printed document available in the
main public libraries in each county,
as well as electronically on CD-ROM
and via the project’s website to re-

Marks Says Aid Freeze
Will Result In Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Governor
Jon Corzine’s proposed $30 billion
state budget, which calls for yet an-
other freeze in state aid to munici-
palities, means that property taxes in
Scotch Plains will increase this year,
according to Mayor Martin Marks.

Given that there were expectations
that aid might be cut, “we’re sup-
posed to be ecstatic that our aid was
frozen,” the mayor said at the town-
ship council’s conference meeting
Tuesday evening, several hours after
the governor unveiled his 2006 bud-
get plan, which calls for hikes in a
variety of state taxes as well as keep-
ing state aid levels the same as last
year. Instead, he said the governor
“told the citizens of Scotch Plains
that, in addition to other taxes going
up, ‘you’re getting a property tax

increase due to frozen state aid lev-
els,’” which, the mayor noted, have
“flattened” in recent years.

Assistance from Trenton has es-
sentially been flat for the past seven
years, except for very small increases
in 2001 and 2004. Last year, state aid
to Scotch Plains totaled $3.127 mil-
lion, and as a percentage of the mu-
nicipal budget, has been dropping
over the past several years. In 2001,
assistance from Trenton funded about
18 percent of the township budget.
By last year, that level was about 15
percent, a figure that will drop to 14
percent with this year’s proposed $22
million budget.

With the state aid picture more
clear, the council is expected to re-
sume its budget meetings next week
and discuss the revenue side of the
ledger prior to finalizing and then
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GOP, Dems Select Candidates
For Senate, Congress, Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – County Republi-
cans and Democrats last week chose
their candidates for U.S. Senate, Con-
gress and county freeholder.

In an open process, Union County
Republicans Saturday nominated
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield for U.S. Senate and U.S.
Congressman Mike Ferguson of New
Providence for reelection, represent-
ing the seventh district. Held in the
auditorium at Westfield High School,
the GOP convention was attended
by 255 delegates.

Delegates named Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
Westfield businesswoman Diane
Barabas and former Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Patricia Quattrocchi to run
for county freeholder. Republicans
have not held a freeholder seat since
1997.

In a closed process, county Demo-
crats announced in a press release
their support for Robert Menendez of
Hudson County for U.S. Senate and
State Assemblywoman Linda Stender
of Fanwood for Congress in the sev-
enth district.

The organization also supported

the reelection of incumbent freehold-
ers Al Mirabella of Fanwood, the
current board chairman; Patricia
Scanlon of Union and Chester Holmes
of Rahway.

At the GOP convention, held in the
auditorium at Westfield High School,
the 255 delegates nominated State
Senator Kean of Westfield to run for
U.S. Senate. State Senator Kean has
served in the state legislature for five
years, including the last three in the
upper house. Mr. Kean’s 21st legis-
lative district includes nine of the
county’s 21 municipalities.

“This convention is the process
where we make that representation a
reality. With your help and your guid-
ance, I will represent all of Union
County,” Sen. Kean told the delegates
in attendance.

Sen. Kean said New Jersey receives
only 55 cents on every tax dollar sent
to Washington, D.C. He also vowed
that as a U.S. senator, he would fight
to make sure “that we have the high-
est ethical standards in the land.”

“This campaign is about making
sure that we are led by reformers and
not by bosses,” said Sen. Kean. “It all
starts here in Union County. Our cam-
paign headquarters is here in Union

County. Our leadership is here in
Union County. With your guidance
and your support, we will make sure
we take back the United States Sen-
ate seat.” Republicans have not won a
senate seat from New Jersey since
1972.

Rep. Ferguson, seeking his fourth
term in the House of Representatives,
said he was “proud” to be running for
the first time on the same ballot this
year with Sen. Kean.

“It is frustrating not to have part-
ners on the other side of the capital
who are looking out for New Jersey in
the same way that we are on the house
side of the capital. And I can’t wait to
have a Republican…on the other side
of the capital fighting for New Jersey
in the U.S. Senate,” Rep. Ferguson
told convention delegates.

He said the national economy is
strong, pointing to the stock market’s
six-year high and unemployment un-
der 5 percent. “It’s because of the tax
cuts that we passed in 2001 and 2003,”
he said.

Rep. Ferguson said was among
Congress members who met at the
White House with President Bush
last Wednesday. He  said President


