
Page 10 Thursday, March 23, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Corrections
A headline for a story on the death

of former Fanwood resident Ken
Conceicao, 35, in Florida should have
said he attended Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) for
three years but left the school in his
junior year.

***************
In a page 2 article in last week’s

issue, a story on former Westfield
resident, Dr. Randolph Wojcik, in-
correctly stated that he is board certi-
fied and currently completing his resi-
dency at Lehigh Valley Hospital. The
article should have stated that he is
board certified in general surgery and
that upon completion of his residency
at Lehigh Valley he will be board
eligible in plastic and reconstructive
surgery.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, March 13, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one used her bank card and made approxi-
mately $300 of purchases at various stores.

Tuesday, March 14, a resident of Wind-
ing Brook Way reported being the victim
of harassment. The victim stated a former
acquaintance constantly calls her and
demands money. Police are investigating
the matter.

Wednesday, March 15, a teacher at
Union County Vocational-Technical
School reported that a student yelled ob-
scenities after he asked the student to
leave the class.

Friday, March 17, Lam Huynh, 43, of
Greenbrook was arrested for driving while
intoxicated (DWI). Huynh was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time officers detected an odor of alcohol,
police said. The suspect failed a sobriety
test and he was placed under arrest. He
was processed at headquarters and re-
leased, police said.

Friday, March 17, Rocco Scavone, 22,
of South Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
the paraphernalia was in plain view.

Mountainside
Thursday, March 16, Dennis Freeman,

59, of Brick Township was arrested fol-
lowing a field investigation for outstand-
ing warrants.

Friday, March 17, Kevin Washington,
aka Kevin Williams, 31, of Newark was
arrested for driving without a license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
at which time the suspect gave the false
name of Tariq Smith. According to po-
lice, a check through the Department of
Motor Vehicles yielded negative results,
but two active warrants on that name as an
alias.

Police said Williams then gave the
name Kevin Washington as an alias, which
resulted in the suspect being charged with
numerous warrants under that name. An
inquiry into his true identity determined
his state name to be Kevin Washington
with his birth name being Kevin Will-
iams, police said. The suspect was also
charged with hindering apprehension and
prosecution.

Saturday, March 18, a Central Avenue
resident reported being the victim of iden-
tity theft. The victim received notifica-
tion from his bank that someone had
changed his personal profile, as well as
his address. The bank also advised him he
was late on a credit card payment. Police
said the bank’s fraud department deter-
mined someone had accessed the victim’s
personal information and changed infor-
mation. It was also determined a savings
account was opened in the victim’s name
as well, police said.

Saturday, March 18, Dashawn
McDonald, 21, of Irvington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for driving with a suspended license.

Saturday, March 18, a resident of Wil-
low Road reported being the victim of
burglary. When the homeowners returned
home they found the back door window
was smashed and bedrooms in the house
ransacked. Police said it is uncertain at
this time what was taken. The incident is
under investigation.

Sunday, March 19, Yasin Bowers, 24,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for speeding at which time it
was determined he was driving with a
suspended license.

Sunday, March 19, a patron at a Route
22 restaurant reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated that
when he returned to his vehicle after
having dinner at the restaurant, his two
right side tires were slashed. The incident
is under investigation to determine if the
damage was the result of a random act of
violence or prompted by the victim’s ac-
tions, police said.

Monday, March 20, Joseph Beford, 21,
of Newark was arrested following a field
investigation on numerous outstanding
warrants totaling $2,200.

Westfield
Monday, March 13, Juan Texis, 37, of

Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Sussex
Street on a Plainfield criminal warrant for
$500. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, March 13, a motor vehicle
parked in the 20 block of East Broad
Street was damaged through criminal
mischief. Someone scratched the paint on
the passenger side door with an unknown
object.

Tuesday, March 14, two bushes were
torn from the ground at a business in the
300 block of Lenox Avenue and were left
in the middle of the establishment’s back
parking lot.

Tuesday, March 14, a Wychwood Road
resident reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle, which was parked in
the garage, and removed her registration
and insurance cards. A pair of eyeglasses
and a garage door opener also were re-
moved from the vehicle but were left
behind on the lawn.

Tuesday, March 14, Corrie Gorombey,
23, of Roselle Park was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Boulevard and South
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). She was released to a
responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 15, Ronisha S.
Brandon, 28, of Palmyra was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on crimi-
nal warrants issued by Palmyra, for $750;
New Brunswick, $3,500 and Perth
Amboy, $1,392. She was held pending
pickup by one of the agencies that had
issued warrants for her.

Wednesday, March 15, Perry M. Jones,
Jr., 41, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Union
County no-bail warrant issued by the Pro-
bation Department for non-payment of
assessed fines. Jones also was arrested on
traffic warrants issued by Plainfield, for
$2,110; Watchung, for $2,606, and New-
ark, for $150, plus a criminal warrant
from Newark for $125.

Thursday, March 16, Kendal S.
Gardner, 45, of Delanco was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a crimi-
nal warrant from Westfield for $410.
Gardner also was wanted on traffic war-
rants from Woodbridge, for $200, and
Newark, for $91. He was held in lieu of
bail.

Thursday, March 16, Anthony Thomp-
son, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
Westfield warrants – one criminal and
one traffic warrant – totaling $650, as
well as a criminal warrant from Elizabeth
for $100. He was released after posting
bail.

Thursday, March 16, Jeffrey Kavalin,
53, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on two Westfield traf-
fic warrants with a total of $178 bail. He
was released after posting bail.

Friday, March 17, Karen Hannam, 46,
of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop
at North and Edgewood Avenues. She
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, March 17, Kasaidsme Barlow,
28, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on a criminal warrant
from Westfield for $235. He was com-
mitted on default of bail.

Friday, March 17, Rossana Arguello,
41, of Cliffside Park was arrested and
charged with DWI at a DWI checkpoint at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street. She
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, March 18, Mark Buontempo,
18, of Cranford, Kenneth Van Gorden,
19, of Linden and Bryan Dewitt, 18, of
Scotch Plains were arrested at a DWI
checkpoint at Central Avenue and Vir-
ginia Street and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. All three were released with sum-
monses.

Saturday, March 18, James Graham,
41, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI at Central Avenue and Frazee
Court. He was released to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, March 18, Alison M.
Federico, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI at Boynton Av-
enue and Virginia Street. She was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

crats “have been collecting huge cam-
paign contributions from companies
doing business with the county, which
means, once again, we will be at a
huge financial disadvantage. But
while we will be outspent, we will not
be outworked.”

Ms. Barabas, a county resident for over
25 years, is a past Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce board chairman and
recently joined the DWC board.

“So now it is time to give back to the
Republican Committee and hopefully we
can get Tom Kean elected and make some
changes in the Union County freehold-
ers’ dilemma,” she said.

Democratic Chair Charlotte DeFilippo
released, “The Democratic freeholder
team of Mirabella, Scanlon and Holmes
has delivered services and safety to the
residents of Union County during their
tenure. They have a strong record of fiscal
management and accountability and have
focused on issues such as health, educa-
tion, transportation and recreation which
matter greatly to our constituents.”

stalled ..and what material will be the
sub-base.”

Board Vice Chairman Joseph
Spector, suggested the design com-
mittee write the new language and
submit it to the town for review.

In open discussion by citizens, resi-
dent Robert Tarte voiced a concern
about pedestrian walkways during the
upcoming “sidewalk café” season.
Mr. Tarte said it is often difficult for
pedestrians to pass by patrons dining
on the street.

“Somebody has to enforce it,” he
said. “It’s up to the restaurant own-
ers to make sure the rules are en-
forced.”

After the meeting, The Westfield
Leader contacted Fire Chief Daniel
Kelly who verified that the Fire De-
partment is responsible for enforcing
the sidewalk café code (Ch 24, Ar-
ticle 7 of the municipal code). Ac-
cording to Chief Kelly, proprietors
must leave six feet “from the face of
the curb back to the edge of the side-
walk café.” He said that area must
“remain unobstructed for pedestrian
passageway.”

Chief Kelly said if the passageway
is obstructed, it is not always the fault
of the proprietor. He said sometimes
it is the patrons themselves who move
their chairs and, as a result, obstruct
the passageway.

Chief Kelly said the code is usually
“strictly enforced.”

The sidewalk café season runs from
April 1 to November 30.

In other news, board member Ted

Schlosberg announced he has created
a local “arts consortium” which will
meet once a month. Mr. Schlosberg
suggested the group join forces with
the DWC.

He said the relationship would al-
low the DWC to “utilize the arts to
enhance” its projects.

“This kind of bonding together can
be very significant,” he said.

Mr. Schlosberg described the group
as a “clearinghouse” for the arts, “a
place you can go if you have needs.”

Mr. Spector agreed that the group
will be a “wonderful liaison” with the
DWC’s promotions committee.

The next meeting for the DWC will
be Monday, April 17 at 8 a.m.

Board of Adjustment
Hears Applications

By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On March 13, the board
of adjustment rejected a side deck appli-
cation for Highland Avenue and will re-
visit another on Mountain Avenue next
month. The board approved perpendicu-
lar signage for the David Henry Agency
located on the second story at 10 Prospect
Street. Joseph and Eva Rossi were granted
a six-month extension for their variance
on Union Street, which was set to expire
the following day.

The board granted variances to Roger
Dumont of 128 Marion Avenue to in-
crease his side yard, habitable and lot
coverage; Joe DeVito at 140 Tudor Oval
to build an addition; Mary and Chris
Romano of 716 Kimball Avenue to in-
crease their lot coverage; Kelly Kessler of
424 Hillside Avenue to construct an addi-
tion, and Arch Knisely and Nancy
Thornberry of 647 St. Marks Avenue for
an addition.

The application of Diane Barasso of
936 Highland Avenue for a side-yard
variance involving a patio was not granted.
An original variance allowed her to have
a small patio behind her house. She wanted
to expand the width of the patio so as not
to build a flight of stairs. The ordinance
dictates that patios and decks must only
be in the rear yard, and the board rejected
the application, because, “despite her to-
pographical challenges,” a side-yard pa-
tio would infringe on the privacy of her
neighbors on the left of her property.

Mr. and Mrs. William Ryan of 16
Stoneleigh Park, whose application had
been pushed forward a couple of times,
did not attend the meeting. As a result,
they must now re-apply.

The Callahans of 553 Fairmont were
granted a variance, as were Mr. and Mrs.
Christopher Ryan of 9 Stoneleigh Park
and the Hammers of 704 Forest Avenue
to enlarge a third bedroom.

Marianne Lopapa, of 2 Mohawk Trail
was granted a variance for a side-yard
addition but the footprint of the house will
not change.

The board granted a variance to Marcy
Lazar of 783 FairAcres Avenue after she
agreed to the preferred sloped roof option
included in her architectural plans. The
Yarusis at 1229 Prospect Street were
granted a variance as well.

The board heard Christina Beck’s re-
quest for a variance for a side deck at 605
Mountain Avenue. It is a corner lot and
discussion of whether the proposed loca-
tion could be considered “the rear yard”
ensued. There is 45 feet clearance from
the property line.

For speaking out of turn during discus-
sion of the application, the board attorney
told Mrs. Beck’s architect, Robert Algarin,
“This is not a dialogue. You present your
case and then we consider it and I won’t
tell you again.”

The board advised Mrs. Beck and Mr.
Algarin they would revisit their proposal
at next month’s board meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC Brick Pavers

Courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department
BRUSH FIRE...As smoke clouded the area near homes, flames are quickly located
and extinguished Tuesday afternoon by the Westfield Fire Department in the
wooded area near Westfield Memorial Pool.
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Westfield Town Council
to recognize there’s a great deal in-
vested by the town in the expense of
this matter. At some point, we need to
recognize that there are concerns to
the taxpayer of continuing in litiga-
tion that has no foreseeable end and
sometimes you have to do what’s
practical rather than what you under-
stand to be the best solution.”

Mayor Skibitsky said the vacant
buildings are eyesores and this settle-
ment “does a great job in reestablish-
ing the South Avenue business area
and is in the best interest of the town.”

After the meeting, Mr. Gildea added
that there were multiple proposals of
different development types on the
New Street corner. “None of them
were met with complete satisfaction
from the council, so they continued to
work with us. When the council pro-
ceeded with the Ward project,
Newpointe saw that as an opportu-
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Candidates

nity.”
Newpointe Realty Owner Michael

Zemsky sued the town’s planning
board and Ward & O’Donnell follow-
ing the town’s approval of James
Ward’s 35-unit age-restricted build-
ing on Prospect Street, maintaining
that rezoning laws passed in Decem-
ber of 2004 were tailored specifically
for the Ward project and that the de-
velopment exceeded the maximum
density of any zone in Westfield.

Now that the council has endorsed
the plan and given the mayor author-
ity to sign the settlement, the issue
moves to the planning board tonight,
March 22. They will act on a resolu-
tion, according to Mr. Gildea, saying,
“We are getting out of the lawsuit and
will look at the matter with an objec-
tive eye if and when this comes to us,”
Mr. Gildea said.

While Mr. Gildea discussed the
“general parameters” of the agree-
ment with The Westfield Leader, spe-
cific terms and negotiated items in
agreement could not be revealed. “It
is not a public document until it is
finalized, signed and ordered by the
court.”

Garwood BOE Proposes
Zero Tax Increase

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Over 50 members of
the community turned out at Washington
Elementary School to recognize students
from Lincoln School and Arthur L.
Johnson High School for being accepted
into the National Honor Society and Hon-
ors Society.

To become a member of the either
honor society the students had to apply
and maintain a 3.75 GPA. “These stu-
dents demonstrate academic scholarship,
leadership, service to their community,”
said Lisa Dunn, National Honor Society
Chairman at ALJ.

“I’m really happy our students are do-
ing well,” says Dr. William Murphy, su-
perintendent of schools. “To have so many
students recognized for their academic
achievement really says a lot for the com-
munity.”

The BOE also announced that Teresa
Burglund was named teacher of the year.
She has taught kindergarten for seven
years in Washington School and has
worked for Garwood district for 17 years.
The other years she worked as a resource
teacher.

The board approved this year’s budget.
According to board member Gary Maher,
teacher negotiations are 90 percent re-
solved. Mr. Maher also said the school tax
would not increase next year. “The oper-
ating budget that we proposed does not
have an increase tax levy from last year.”
A public hearing on the proposed school
budget will be held on Wednesday, March
29 at Washington School.

“It sounds like the finance committee
put together a good budget this year,” said
Mayor Dennis McCarthy, who attended
Tuesday’s meeting. “I will be at the next
meeting.”

Currently there are no candidates for
next year’s Parent-Teacher Association
president. Dr. Murphy said he would be
asking the PTA to begin the phone chain
to ask parents for nominations. “This is a
way to get people out to vote and be more
active in their community,” said board
member Debbie Courtney.

The BOE also discussed ways to cau-
tion parents to keep their eyes on their
children’s’ use of the Internet after the
recent myspace.com pedophilia arrests.
“The Garwood Police discussed Internet
safety and how parents’ have to take more
of a role in monitoring children’s use of
the Internet,” said Mrs. Courtney. “I took
a look myself and the website is just full
of Garwood kids, where they hang out,
and what they like.”

The board also discussed the recent
school repairs including the roof over the
science room that was recently completed
as well as the brown water at Washington
School. The furnace that needs to be
replaced caused the brown water, offi-
cials said.

“We didn’t realize that the furnace
went bad,” Dr. Murphy said. “We plan to
take care of this as soon as possible.”

The BOE also passed a resolution to
repave Lincoln School’s rear playground
and parking lot. The total cost will be
$49,309. The BOE discussed measures to
ban skateboards, heelies (sneakers with
skates), and skates from school grounds
for next year. Members also expressed
concern about nutrition including food
allergies and possibly ending birthday
cupcakes in class. “Parents can’t be ex-
pected to keep track of every child’s food
allergies,” said board member Christine
Guerriero.

Foley Recommends Cutting
WF Industrial Arts Position

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Proposed budget
reductions were the prevailing topic
at the regular meeting of the board of
education Tuesday evening. Schools
Superintendent Dr. William Foley
presented his recommendation that
the board eliminate an industrial arts
position at the intermediate school
level.

Dr. Foley expressed the need for
the board “to go over cuts that have
been taken and cuts that are out there.”
He also said that the board must de-
cide if they want to accept the 14-cent
per $100 assessed or try to lower it to
13 cents, which involves cutting the
budget by an additional $180,000. “I
think that it’s a value judgment that
you need to make,” he said.

The board is considering cutting
programs such as Saturday science, a
high school elective, one eighth-grade
field hockey coach, a librarian at the
elementary level who is responsible
for the kindergarten library program,
as well as other positions and pro-
grams.

Dr. Foley said he would like to
keep the stipend positions for the
intramural program, especially since
170 male students have gone out for
track and field, the largest number
ever, and this program may help fa-
cilitate this increase in numbers.

Kimberly Rhodes, outgoing board
member, said, “I don’t think any of
these things on this list are critical
items. I believe that we should con-
sider bringing in the budget at 13
cents. We might want (these budget
items) but do we need them?”

Dr. Foley responded to Ms. Rhodes,
“(People) don’t need a million dollar
house in Westfield; they want it…they
don’t need track, but they would not
consider cutting track. They want it.”

The three board challengers, Jane
Clancy, Doug Stokes and WHS se-
nior Jesse Garfinkel were in atten-
dance at the meeting and addressed
the board.

Dr. Foley, Business Administrator
Robert Berman, and BOE members
are addressing parents and the gen-
eral public regarding the budget at
meetings scheduled in schools
throughout the district.

Some meetings have taken place
already. On Thursday, March 30, the
meeting will take place at Edison
Intermediate School at 9 a.m. Other
meetings are Wednesday, April 5, at
WHS and Thursday, April 6 at
Franklin School, both at 7:30 p.m.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, March 28, when
the board will vote on the final bud-
get. This Tuesday is also the deadline
to register to vote for the upcoming
elections.
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FAA
off.

Currently, planes fly over industrial
areas south of the airport after take-off,
meaning the aircrafts are flying higher in
the sky when they eventually wing their
way over residential neighborhoods.

“Looking at a lot of these technical
documents on the computer is confus-
ing,” said Dennis Hardie of Scotch Plains,
who heads up a local aircraft noise com-
mittee. “How can I get a hard copy of the
actual report?” “Hard copies are not in the
(local) libraries,” echoed Westfield resi-
dent Kim Sokol.

Mo Keane of the FAA responded that
the agency made the documents available
in the main libraries in each county, as
well as electronically on CD-ROM on via
the project’s website.

Cranford resident Jeff Pistol said, “You
should look at mitigation strategies for
each option prior to making a decision, so
that mitigation becomes a factor in the
selection process.”

FAA project manager Steve Kelley
explained that the agency has “not deter-
mined a preferred alternative” yet, but he
said when that is done by early next year,
options for addressing redesign impacts
will be fully analyzed. “And there will be
a separate public comment period just on
those mitigating strategies.”

Westfield resident Walter Bukowski
wondered: “Are you testing these routes
now?” FAA officials said no actual route
testing is being done.

“This is a bad plan,” said Freeholder
Nancy Ward. “It doesn’t do anything to
improve the quality of life; it will do the
opposite.”

The FAA’s public comment period on
the proposed airspace redesign wraps up
on June 1. For more information or to
offer comments, visit the website
www.faa.gov.


