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Blue Devil Boys Finished Well
In Rugged Basketball Area
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WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $560,000 WESTFIELD $489,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $549,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $750,000

Loaded with charm!  This gracious 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial will capture
your heart with superb details such as hardwood floors, moldings, arches and a
freestanding fireplace opening to the fabulous Family Room and Living Room.
Offers gas heat and central air conditioning.

Move right in to this 7 room Custom home offering 3-4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths,
Eat-In Kitchen, newer central air conditioning, gas heat, roof, 200 amp electric
on large fenced property with patio, garage and much more!

Warm and welcoming!  Very spacious Colonial/Cape.  Nearly a half acre tranquil
wooded lot.  7 rooms include 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths and newer Kitchen with
dining area, fireplace, oak floors, 1st floor laundry and so much more.

Cul de sac and winter view!  Lovely 3 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Ranch home nestled
into mountain offers a super winter view of dazzling, colored lights across the
horizon and an open floor plan.  Just perfect for entertaining.

There are many types of Westfield
sports fans. There are those who were
born into WHS sports families, grew
up in town and naturally came by
their love of the Blue and White.
There are those who moved into town,
at least partially because of either the
school’s academic or athletic reputa-
tion, and adopted the school’s teams.
And there are those who have come to
live vicariously through the glories of
the many outstanding WHS sports
teams, both male and female.

But the true died-in-the-wool WHS
sports fan stands out. You can tell if
somebody is an ol’-time WHS fan if
they …

Remember listening to the Righ-
teous Brothers as they drove over the
Goethel’s Bridge to hit Staten Island
after a big football win back in the
mid-1960s.

Remember when they used to
charge admission to the boys swim-
ming meets, and there was diving
held as the fifth event and nobody left
during the diving because coach Bill
Cant’s protégées were truly the Lords
of the Boards, way before that team
was invented.

Remember the small refreshment
stand that was located on the home side
of the football field, near the old
scoreboard, with the minute-hand clock.

Remember the baseball team play-
ing its home games at Tamaques Park,
Unami Park and even Nomahegan
Park. (And you’re a really old-time
fan if you remember the covered
grandstand on the original baseball
field at Recreation Park, with home
plate near Westfield Ave. and what is
now the concrete football stands in
deep centerfield.)

Remember the football field be-
fore Recreation Field, the field lo-
cated out East Broad Street, between
Harrison and Euclid.

Remember the WHS baseball play-
ers ending the high school season
then playing seven days a week with
either the Westfield American Le-
gion or Robert Turner’s Westfield
Merchants in the Union County
League.

Remember standing-room-only
crowds at most of the boys basketball
games and most of the wrestling
matches.

Remember varsity swim meets in
the Rooke Pool at the Y.

Remember the band marching
down Rahway Avenue after each foot-
ball victory playing “(They’ll Be) A
Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight.”

Remember when the only varsity
sports were played by boys.

Remember the lacrosse team play-
ing on Sycamore Field, behind the
“new” firehouse.

Remember playing football games
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood behind
what was then called Park Junior High
School (the former high school).

Remember when Cranford was
maybe even more of a heated/hated
rival than Scotch Plains.

Remember Joe Freeman’s Gob
Shop (now Taylor & Love Realtors).

Remember the rivalry between
WHS and Holy Trinity High School.

Remember when Pingry was in
Hillside, and was WHS’s main rival
in soccer, swimming and tennis.

Remember opposing basketball
coaches like SP-F’s Chuck (Red
Socks) Dittmar, Bill Martin of
Cranford, Rollie Massimino at Hill-
side, and on the junior varsity level,
Hubie Brown at Cranford and Bill
Born at Scotch Plains.

Remember future NBA star Rick
Barry of Roselle Park and future Penn
State quarterback Frank Spaziani of
Clark as pitchers who threw no-hit-
ters against WHS.

Remember a district wrestling tour-
nament being held at Roosevelt Jun-
ior High School in the gymnasium
behind the stage in the auditorium. (It
was in 1940.)

Remember “health club” every
summer.

Remember 6-foot-3 Bill Schutsky
defending WHS’s 6-11 Bob King for
Rollie Massimino’s Hillside Comets,
before Schutsky went on to display
his tough defense at West Point for
another famous coach, named Bob
Knight.

Remember the pickup basketball
games at Gumbert Field, when the
courts were located in what is now
the parking lot behind the leftfield
fence of Field #2.

Remember the great coaches in the
town’s youth leagues — Joe Wiendl,
Frank Ketcham, Art Frederickson,
Doug Merrill, Pat Papaccio, Bob
Brewster, Mike Yatcilla, Jim Bonner,
Al Pfeiffer, Bill Taylor, Charlie
Schrope, Brud Davis, Jeff Gilbert,
Pat Kennedy, Bob Bell, Dick Gottlick,
Bernie Hearon and many, many oth-
ers — who were the feeder system to
the high school.

Remember the Town Softball
League of the 1960s at Franklin
School, with the Franklin Bowlers,
Laymes, Kool Jerks, Spidermen, and
the Sunday quadrupleheaders.

Remember wondering why Bobby
Flynn wasn’t the starting point guard on
the basketball team as a sophomore in
1965, or how Roger Twitchell was cut
from the varsity several years earlier.

Remember the 4-2, 3-7, 2-7 and the
one or two other plays coach Gary
Kehler’s football teams used to run
until somebody stopped them, which

wasn’t often.
Remember seeing Floyd Beane di-

recting traffic on the corner of East
Broad and Elm streets and thinking
what a great running back he was, in the
same backfield with Hall of Famer Jim
Turpin, Jack Hahn and Bob Lowe on
Joe Freeman’s first team — which went
9-0 and allowed just two touchdowns.

Remember swim coach Chuck
Gantner, an ex-Marine who looked
like a drill sergeant with his crewcut,
dealing with wild late-1960s and early-
’70s guys like Steve Schmitt, Gordon
Clark, Joe Wilson, Bob Shahnazarian,
Mike Condrillo and others.

Remember all the great Kehler-era
running backs — Bill Bryant, Jim
Kovacs, Jay Isbrecht, Rudy Brown,
Ron Hall, Doug Murphy, Bruce
Otzmann, Paul Byrne, Drew Viglianti,
Kevin Bonner, Ed Morton, Keith
Davis, Glen Kehler, Jim Reid, Bob
McNally, Frank Kelly, Butch
Woolfolk, Owen Brand, Paul Leifer
and Mike Giacone.

Remember how WHS sports were
“down” in the 1950s, but still man-
aged to produce three of the school’s
all-time greatest athletes — swim-
mer Roger Anderson and baseballers
Bob List and Jeff Torborg — and one
of its best teams, the 1959 basketball
team that went 24-3 and captured the
school’s first county championship,
led by Bob Haines, Tom Gilson, Ken
Hite and Ray Bailey.

Remember your family moving to
this town so that you could attend
WHS and play on its outstanding
teams, under some outstanding
coaches.

And lastly, they remember when
seemingly the entire student body
used to cheer on the teams in all
sports. If they can remember that,
they are really old.

TOUGHEST RECORDS
While records may be made to be

broken, here’s some WHS records
that The Den feels will last for a very,
very long time.

The 59-meet win streak put up by
the WHS swim teams from 1957 until
a 1962 loss to Pingry. That was fol-
lowed by a 45-meet win streak that
was halted in 1965 by the Princeton
University freshmen.

The 74-meet win streak of the WHS
girls swim teams, from 1985 until the
1990 state final, a 90-80 loss to
Camden Catholic. It is still the long-
est streak in NJ history by a public
school, and second longest (to
Immaculata Heart Academy) by any
girls swim team.

Jay Cook’s 40-game hitting streak,
starting midway through his junior
year and including every game he
played his senior year. In this day and

age, that’s mind-boggling. The streak
included the last 16 games of his
junior year and the 24 games he played
his senior year (2002). Cook got a hit
in his final at-bat eight times to keep
the streak alive.

The 40-inning scoreless streak of
pitcher Frank Tokash. That’d be al-
most six straight complete-game shut-
outs. Of course, pitching for Norm
(Nemo) Koury back in 1967, most of
Tokash’s efforts went the full seven
innings. On the year, “Toke” was 9-3
and threw five shutouts. (His catcher
was current WHS coach Bob
Brewster.)

The boys swim team’s 42-year
streak of winning Union County
championships. The streak started in
1957, before Elvis Presley had ever
had a No. 1 hit, and lasted through the
Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson,
Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush
Sr. and into the Clinton administra-
tion before it was narrowly halted by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in 1999. “It’s
a good thing we beat ’em this year,”
SP-F star Steve Berkowitz said, “or it
might never have ended.” (WHS has
won the last seven county titles, giv-
ing them 49 of the last 50.)

The 48-game unbeaten streak of the
WHS football teams from early in 1968
until a 21-16 loss at Montclair late in
1973. (Included in that streak was a 36-
game winning streak.) The victims:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (six times),
Nutley (five times, plus one tie),
Cranford (five times), Plainfield (five
times), Hillside (five times), Rahway
(four times, plus one tie), Montclair
(four times), A.L. Johnson (four times),
Governor Livingston (four times),
Jonathan Dayton (one time), Union
(one time), Thomas Jefferson (one time)
and Middletown (one time).

Other streaks to consider: The 110-
game unbeaten streak of the football
B squad from the late 1950s until
Sept. 24, 1973, a 14-6 loss to
Middletown; and the girls cross coun-
try team’s win streak that started in
1994 (a 27-29 loss to Newark East
Side) and lasted until 2003 (a 24-33
loss to SP-F).

TICK, TICK, TICK
There are 16 days until the WHS

baseball season opens against
Hillsborough, Saturday, April 1, 11
a.m. at Edison Intermediate School.
That’s the best of Union County base-
ball vs. the best of Somerset County.
Be there (weather permitting, of
course)!

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

It’s Not Difficult To Know
Who the Ol’-Time Fans Are

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

steals and had seven double-doubles
– 10 assists and 10 points per game.

“He’s really the leader of our team
emotionally. He goes out there and
plays hurt, plays sick. All of our guys
do. He has great vision, he’s unselfish
and, when we need him to score, he
can,” said Everly.

Senior guard Terron Rogers buck-
eted 193 points (8.8 ppg and 46 per-

cent from the field) and was second in
thefts with 43.

“He really made an effort. He gave
us very good defense. He was able to
put pressure on the ball, pressure on
the passing lanes and he could be a
scoring weapon for us,” said Everly.

Junior Dan Pritsker presented quite
an offensive touch and netted 222
points (9.6 ppg and 54 percent from
the field), including 28 three-pointers.
He also took a team-leading 11 charges.

“Dan is a very good offensive
player. To shoot 54 percent from the
field is pretty special. He was able
develop his game a little bit where he
could take the ball to the basket, fin-
ish inside,” said Everly.

Toward the end of the season, fresh-
man Mike Lessner came onto the
scene and shot 49 percent from the
field and 80 percent from the foul
line. He showed tremendous poise
when he bucketed 12 points against
St. Patrick’s in the Union County
quarterfinals.

“He has no fear in big games, like
St. Patrick’s,” noted Everly.

In addition to Venezia, Bonard,
Pritsker and Lessner, juniors Santo
Nardi and Peter Antonelli put in an
adequate amount of playing time and
will add experience to next year’s
squad. Freshmen Dave Pusar and
Chris Jenkins look to be an asset.

“We definitely have guard play,”
said Everly. “Nardi and Jenkins come
with inside play. We will need them to
step up. I think it’s all there and we
have high expectations going into
next year.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

THIRD ROUND HOUSING PLAN
ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN
OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

MASTER PLAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plan-
ning Board of the Borough of Fanwood will
conduct a public hearing at 7:30 PM on
Wednesday, March 29, 2006 to consider
the adoption of a Third Round Housing
Plan Element and Fair Share Plan of the
Fanwood Borough Master Plan. The hear-
ing will be held at Fanwood Borough Hall,
Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at
7:30 PM.  Public comment will be taken
during the public hearing. The Third Round
Housing Plan Element and Fair Share
Plan addresses the planning requirements
of the Substantive Rules of the New Jer-
sey Council on Affordable Housing for the
period beginning on December 20, 2004
(N.J.A.C. 5:94 et seq.).

A copy of the Third Round Housing Plan
Element and Fair Share Plan will be on file
and available for public inspection at least
ten days prior to the date of the hearing in
the office of the Planning Board Secretary,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday.

Pat Hoynes
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 3/16/06, The Times Fee: $30.60

David B. Corbin (February 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH DEFENSIVELY AND OFFENSIVELY…Senior Terron Rogers was
very tough defensively but he also bucketed 193 points and had 43 thefts.


