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Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
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Westfield Memorial Library presents 

A Discussion with Author 
 

Helen-Chantal Pike 

June 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westfield Memorial Library cardholders may register for this free event in person at the 

Circulation (front) Desk, or by phone. 

550 East Broad Street � Westfield, NJ 07090 � 908-789-4090 � www.wmlnj.org 

 

Scientist to Represent U.S.
At Oxford World Forum

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Longtime
Westfield resident Samuel Kuna lives
a busy life. Since immigrating to the
United States from Czechoslovakia
as a child, Mr. Kuna, 94, has been
everything from a college professor
to, most recently, an Earth scientist.
He will be representing the United
States as an Ambassador at the Inau-
gural World Forum held at Oxford
University in England July 4 to 9.

Mr. Kuna was selected by the
American Biological Society to be
the representative for the U.S. He,
along with ambassadors from 53 other
nations involved in the conference,
will spend time listening to lectures
and presenting their research to the
attendees. Mr. Kuna’s presentation
will be about gravity, which he calls
“an illusive concept.” Mr. Kuna said
that he reanalyzed unfinished theo-
ries of gravity, including Albert
Einstein’s United Field Theory, and
has found some answers, which he
will be presenting at the conference.

The Kuna family has lived on
Hyslip Avenue in Westfield since the
1950s. Mr. Kuna and his wife, Olga
Lehman Kuna, have been married for
69 years. They have two sons, Samuel
and Robert, three grandchildren and

two great-grandchildren.
In addition to all of his scientific

work, Mr. Kuna also started an an-
tique business, which his son Robert
now runs, started the toxicology pro-
gram at Rutgers University and also
designed a summerhouse in Denville
for his family.

Mr. Kuna cites his greatest career
accomplishment for the people was
establishing safety studies that were
later adopted by the Federal Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) to enable the mass
production of penicillin. He also devel-
oped Excedrin at Bristol-Meyers in
Hillside in 1958. Dr. Kuna’s favorite
research is his most recent examination
into the Big Bang Theory. His research
has taken him almost 11,000 years back
into the Earth’s development, and it
will help explain species extinctions,
drifts and what happened to Atlantis.

“I have been to international confer-
ences all over the world, but this is my
first time visiting England,” said Mr.
Kuna, who has also attended confer-
ences in Brazil, Mexico, Sweden and
Finland. “It will be good to have dis-
cussions with international people.”

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADED TO OXFORD...Scientist Samuel Kuna of Westfield will represent
Westfield and the United States at the inaugural World Forum at Oxford
University in England which will be held  July 4 to  9.

Munoz, Bramnick Discuss
NJ Budget At Town Meeting

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – State Assembly-
men Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit)
and Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
met with area residents at the
Cranford Community Center last
Wednesday to present their views on
Governor Jon Corzine’s proposed
state budget and to field questions
from the public.

Assembly Republican Budget Di-
rector Beth Schermerhorn was also
on hand to provide details regarding
the budget. The town meeting was the
third and final event of its kind hosed
by the assemblymen this month to
discuss the budget with the constitu-
ents of the 21st legislative district.

“The budget has to be passed (by
the state legislature) by July 1,” As-
semblyman Munoz said. “As it stands
now, the budget will be $30 billion.
That’s roughly a 9.2 percent increase
over last year.”

Assemblyman Munoz went on to
discuss the Corzine administration’s
plan to increase taxes to balance the
budget, while he cited inefficiencies
in the use of money doled out by
Trenton in the past. The main topic of
the evening was identifying and elimi-
nating areas of wasteful spending in
the budget before raising taxes.

“There is a huge amount of waste,”
he said. “Forty percent of the money
is going into the cities. This is some-
thing Mr. Bramnick and I are really
trying to oppose.”

According to Assemblyman
Munoz, New Jersey is currently the
top state in the country in terms of
money borrowed; a debt accrued to
balance past budgets. “In the last five
years we have seen a 50 percent in-
crease in the budget,” Assemblyman
Munoz said. “We want the govern-
ment to live within its means.”

Assemblyman Bramnick ex-
pressed concern that the state legis-
lature has not discussed property tax
reform. He noted that during his ten-
ure as assemblyman, “we have not
had an open discussion on the floor
of the assembly on property taxes.”

He called for regular “forensic out-
side audits of the state government.”

Ms. Schirmerhorn, who has been
on the state’s budget committee for
the past 13 years, discussed the ten-
dency of the proposed budget to raise
taxes rather than limit wasteful spend-
ing. “The best way to get money
(from) Trenton is to mismanage it,”
she said, pointing to several instances,
including one where the Patterson
School District had worked up a $31
million debt and was given this money
over designated Abbot districts.

With regard to the Republican mi-
nority in the state senate and assem-
bly, Ms. Schirmerhorn said the
Democrats have nearly all control
over making decisions relating to the
budget. “We hope the Democrats will
actually listen to us,” she said.

Members of the public wrote ques-
tions on note cards, which were read
to the assemblymen by their staff.
These questions ranged from inquir-
ing what could be done to reduce the
cost of providing state pensions to
whether the state could return to a
time with no sales or income tax, as
existed in the 1960s.

Assemblyman Bramnick said he
would like to see zero percent in-
creases in state taxes but called the
elimination of income and sales taxes
“unrealistic.” He said he and Assem-
blyman Munoz are working on legis-
lation that would eliminate pensions
for state legislators.

At the end of the evening, Assem-
blyman Bramnick stressed the im-
portance of communication between
elected officials and their constitu-
ents. “You’re not always going to be
happy, but we (always) want to hear
from you,” he said.

Regarding the budget, Assembly-
man Munoz said he would support an
increase of one to three percent if the
need were demonstrated, but said
that roughly 10 percent is “outra-
geous.”

Assemblyman Bramnick agreed.
“People would not reject the idea of
a slight increase if they knew their
money was being used efficiently.”

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE OF AFFAIRS...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) dis-
cusses Governor Jon Corzine’s proposed state budget during a Town Hall meeting
at the Cranford Community Center on   June 21. The meeting was held by Mr.
Bramnick amd Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit).

William Kolano, supervisor of the
Special Prosecutions Unit, said
Morasse was first arrested on May 4
after the scheme was discovered by a
bank teller. A follow-up investigation
conducted by Sergeant Kevin Keating
of the Union County Police Depart-
ment uncovered a series of thefts dat-
ing back over several years, Mr.
O’Leary said.

She was then taken into custody at
the end of the probe several weeks
later at the downtown Elizabeth train
station by Union County Police De-
partment Detectives Scott Pentz and
Andrew Klein.

Morasse admitted to taking 78 sepa-
rate checks totaling $144,400 in all, and
placing the funds into her own checking
account, Mr. O’Leary said.

County Manager George Devanney
said upgraded fiscal controls have
been put in place since the defendant
was suspended from her position as
data control clerk in charge of han-
dling the Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families (TANF) account.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo said Morasse “improperly”
gave the county an Elizabeth address
on Delaware Street as her place of
residence instead of her “actual”
home in Brooklyn during her em-
ployment.

Worker Admits Stealing
$144,000 In Welfare Funds

ELIZABETH — A Union County
Division of Social Services worker
last week admitted to stealing
$144,000 in public assistance funds
during a hearing in the Union County
Courthouse.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said Dorothy Morasse,
48, faces a six-year state prison term
plus full restitution when she is sen-
tenced on Friday, August 4. The de-
fendant told State Superior Court
Judge Scott Moynihan under oath that
she deposited public assistance checks
from an account she managed into her
own personal account in describing
how she engineered the fraudulent
scheme, according to Union County
Executive Assistant Prosecutor Rob-
ert O’Leary.

“Taking money that was intended
to help needy families in the county
might just be the ultimate betrayal of
a public trust,” Mr. Romankow said.

The prosecutor said Morasse also
pleaded guilty to second-degree mis-
conduct and has “forfeited her office
and all rights to any future public
employment.”

“Judge Moynihan immediately or-
dered her to be placed into the Union
County Jail to await sentencing, Mr.
Romankow said.

According to Assistant Prosecutor

Mexican Police Officials
To Visit County on June 22
WESTFIELD – The Chief of Po-

lice from Monterrey, Mexico,
Felipe Zambrano Páez, and the
Director of Operations and Com-
mander, Alejandro Zúñiga Alarcón,
will visit the Ralph Froehlich Pub-
lic Safety Building in Westfield on
Thursday, June 22.

Union County Police Chief Daniel
Vaniska has prepared a welcome re-
ception at 10 a.m. at the building,
located at 300 North Avenue East, in
Westfield, and will conduct a tour of
the facilities within the public safety
building.

“It is a great occasion for Union
County to be visited by these officials
during their stay in New Jersey,” Free-
holder Angel Estrada said. “I am sure
that they will take back a very good
impression of our county.”

The officials examine the state-of-
the-art law enforcement technology
that is available in Union County. The
Froehlich Public Safety Building in-
cludes a Communication Technol-
ogy Center, a ballistics unit, bomb
squad equipment, the Under Water
Search and Recovery Unit and its
equipment, the Union County Divi-
sion of Environmental Health and
Emergency Management, the Foren-
sic Crime Laboratory, and the county’s
S.W.A.T. Team.

Freeholders to Meet
At Rahway City Hall
The Board of Chosen Freeholders

will hold agenda and regular meetibgs
tonight beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the
Rahway City Hall.

Hurry in! Time is running out for our

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness Classes 

offered each week
■  Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■  Full Service European Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Conference Room
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES &
PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Smoking Cessation
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Center for Healthy Living
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway
Our Information and Enrollment Center

is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains  (908) 232-6100

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to  learn more
about the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and
Wellness Center.  Take advantage of our pre-grand opening discounts as we discuss
with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional
instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals. Call for an
appointment at 908-232-6100, or stop by our showroom and enrollment center
at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road in Scotch Plains.  The Center will offer a variety of
lifestyle and exercise programs customized to meet your needs.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?


