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Raider Baseballers Had Up,
Down Season, Finished, 12-13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

However, what probably best de-
scribed the Raiders’ topsy-turvy sea-
son was their 14-9 victory over the
17-5 Governor Livingston Highland-
ers on “The Hill” in Berkeley Heights
on May 17. Resembling a first-year
Little League team, the Raider de-
fense could not catch a cold in the
first three innings and trailed 6-0. But
their bats exploded with a barrage of
homers, triples and doubles to score
eight runs in the fourth inning and
another six in the fifth.

“We had four really, really good
wins and we showed some signs of
greatness,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock. “Then the inexperi-
ence and immaturity of not being on
the varsity level, every time we won a
big game we had a letdown the next
game. Whether it was an equal oppo-
nent or lesser opponent, we couldn’t
come up with a way to get that W.
That was the story of our season. A lot
of close games!”

Described at the beginning of the
season as being a singles and doubles
team, the Raiders finished with a .338
team batting average (BA) and did
manage to clout 17 home runs and 15
triples to go with their 41 doubles.
Mineo led the team with a .470 BA,
39 hits and 35 RBI. Sophomore
catcher James Dinizo had 33 hits,
including seven doubles, two triples
and a team-leading four homers to
finish with a .423 BA.

“I never knew what to expect. There
were games where I would play small
ball early in the game then, all of the
sudden, I would say let them hit this
inning and we would get eight runs,”
commented Baylock.

Senior Jeff Bell led the team in runs
scored with 29 and triples with four,
while recording 16 RBI and a .300

BA. Junior Adam Perez went 26-for-
73 for a .356 BA, rapped three homers
and was second in runs scored with 28.
Senior John Cox went 24-for-70 for a
.343 BA, scored 15 runs and was sec-
ond in RBI with 22. Junior Dave
Belford went 18-for-49 for a .367 BA,
smacked three homers, including a
game-winner against Westfield, and
had 18 RBI and 10 runs scored. Senior
Chris Kolb finished 16-for-50 (.320
BA), including two homers and five
doubles, and scored 14 runs. Junior
Greg Bayard had 16 hits, 14 RBI and
11 runs scored.

John Cepparulo contributed 13 runs
scored, eight RBI and seven hits. In
his seven at bats, Josh Decker had six
RBI and finished with a .429 BA.
Senior Mike Rusin had 14 hits in 56
at bats, including two homers, two
triples and three doubles, scored 19
runs and had 11 RBI. Senior Colin
Weber had six hits, including a homer
and two doubles, scored nine runs
and had five RBI. Matt Ferrara fin-
ished with a .300 BA, one homer, 11
runs scored and four RBI.

The Raiders’ No. 1 pitcher, Mineo,
in 53 and two-thirds innings, struck
out 29 and walked only 10 batters,
while finishing with a 4-5 record.
Senior Jake Parisi, in 19 innings,
fanned 26 and walked 10 while fin-
ishing with a 4-0 record. Bayard
pitched 29.33 innings, fanned 26 and
walked 15 while finishing 1-4. In 35
innings, Decker struck out 22, walked
nine and finished 3-2. Primarily a
reliever, Belford, in 20 and two-thirds
innings, fanned 11 and walked six.

“It looks very promising next year.
We have a lot of guys coming back
with a whole year experience and
they will be able to walk on the field
with confidence,” said Baylock.

David B. Corbin (April files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING THE WINNING HOMER…Dave Belford, No. 35, is congratulated by
his teammates after smashing a winning three-run homer against Westfield on
April 27.

Kalmar Softball Men Nab League Title,
Out-Blasts Chrone’s Tavern in 3 Games

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – It took years
in the making, but the Chrone’s Tav-
ern softball team finally trotted on the
turf to do battle for the Mountainside
Men’s Softball League title, but
dropped a, 20-11, decision to Kalmar
of Union County in game 3 of the
best-of-three championship series in
Mountainside on June 11.

Two days before, Kalmar did ev-
erything right and offered no mercy
in a 12-6 roughing up of the Chrone
boys in Game 1. Chrones kept its
doors open and its hopes alive to
claim supremacy and asserted its au-
thority by skinning the Klamar boys,
11-9, in a slugfest in Game 2.

“We beat these guys once during
the season but they are by far the best
team in the league. They hit, they
field, they do everything real well,”
said Chrone skipper Neal Bradley
before the game. “Our strength is our
hitting. We scored 32 runs in the
semifinals. We were down but we
kept on singling them to death, got
walks and homers when we needed
them.”

Despite excellent pitching by Greg
Kasko in Game 1, and the call of
“little ones guys, lots of little ones,”
by right centerfielder Shaun Smith,
Kalmar unloaded a 20-hit attack, in-
cluding two homers by Johnny
Tropiano and a two-run home run
blast by Greg Zembrano.

Coming in with a 6-9 record,
Chrone’s slashed 14 hits and was led
by Lou Cerchio (double, triple, RBI),
Mike “Butch” DeRosa, who launched
a massive solo homer and Dan Cogan
and Bob Sawicki (2 hits, RBI). Kasko
and Mike Duelks went 2-for-3 and
Hal Breuninger doubled and scored a
run. Mike Peretz and Smith each con-
tributed with a hit and Dave
Augenstein banged in an RBI.

“Kalmar hit homers when they had
to, they had base runners when they
had to and everything we hit on the
ground, they fielded cleanly, it’s that
simple,” explained Bradley.

In Game 2, Chrone’s regular ‘power
bat’ forces were summoned who, ac-
cording to Bradley, won the big semi-
final game. Chrone’s splattered a hail
of 14 hits, powered by Smith (double,
HR, 4 RBI), DeRosa (HR, 2 RBI),
Breuninger (double, single, RBI) and
Jerry Lipshitz (single, 2 RBI). Duelks
powered a home run, while Cogan
and Drew Koski each triggered two
hits. Tom Perotta, Kasko and Sawicki
each added singles.

“Klamar got ahead early with some
home runs. Normally when that hap-

pens, a team gets demoralized but we
kept everybody pepped up and made
sure they kept their heads in the game,”
said Bradley. “We pecked away,
pecked away and got the big hits
when we needed them – guys hit all
day. Sawicki came off the bench and
got the big hit. Duelks came out of his
slump with a big homer to tie it and
DeRosa hit a big home run. Shawny’s
home run was the biggest hit he’s had
in two years for us. He used to hit
them regularly for us and has been a
staple of our team for over 12 years
and it’s great to see him come out and
do that today. Kasko on the mound
was incredible. He doesn’t give people
a free pass (one walk). He makes

people hit the ball out. He makes
them pop it out to our guys to makes
our guys make a play.”

With both sides loaded with power
hitters, the securing of the 2006 title
came down to three strong power
surges in the first and second innings
and that was all that was required for
21-3 Kalmar to stagger Chrone’s, 20-
11. Kalmar received home runs from
Tropiano (4 RBI), Jeff Bubnowski
(4-for-5) and Craig Zembrano. Rich
Shapiro went 4-for-4 with two RBI.
Ralph Santiago had two hits and three
RBI and Ryan Doyle was 3-for-3
with three RBI.

Five Chrone powermen came
through with big hits. Smith pounded
two singles, while scoring three RBI.
DeRosa went 2-for-3, including two
RBI. Breuninger and Kevin Zippler
each whacked two RBI. Heintz and

Perotta singled twice with an RBI.
Breuninger made a brilliant diving
catch in the second inning. In addi-
tion, he grabbed a steaming grounder
and made a good knockdown to get a
force out, then gunned down a runner
at home from his third base position
in the fifth inning.

“Down 12 runs going into the last
inning, we never quit. We came back
with five, all with two outs,” Bradley
pointed out. “We didn’t field very
well today, they fielded very well.
They got a lot of breaks and they are
just a great team. What more can you
say other than I’m just proud of all the
guys. They never quit.”

As to the team’s success, Bradley

added, “The umpires told us that we
now are the second best team in the
league next to Klamar. If we had a
chance to get everyone here, we would
have had a better record than 6-9;
however, once everyone got here at
the same time, we showed what we
can do. We took them to the third
game and that’s a tough thing to do.”

Kalmar captain Tropiano on behalf
of his team said, “They are a good
team and getting better every year,
but we came out on top.”

As to what led to the victory,
Tropiano added, “We have been in this
league 10 years and this is our fifth
championship. It’s experience and we
had a little more power than them.”

Westfield Baseball League

For More Information E-mail the WBL at:

westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com

Due to overwhelming response for Summer Baseball, the Westfield Baseball

League will sponsor a summer-in-town recreation league. All children entering

Kindergarten through 5th grade in September are eligible to play.

K-3rd Grade League will run - June 26 - July 27

4hth - 5th Grade League will run June 18th - July 30th

K-3rd Grade - Games weekdays - 5 pm or 6:30 pm at Jefferson School - FEE $ 45

Grades 4 & 5 - Games Sunday - 10 am or noon - Gumpert Field - Fee $ 55

Please visit our website www.WestfieldBaseball.com
to register and submit all applicable fees. Team T-shirt and Hat included

Online Registration Deadline: June 16, 2006

Sign Up For
Summer 2006 Season

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOU GOT TO BELIEVE ME…Kalmar’s Ryan Doyle pleads his case in the first inning after sliding safely into third base
as Chrone’s second baseman Tommy Jogis slaps on the tag. See page 15 for team picture.

SCOTCH PLAINS

Great well cared for Split level with 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms in move-in condition.  Updated kitchen and 1
½ baths, hardwood floors, finished basement, dining room has slider to large deck (20 x 20) overlooking
huge landscaped yard (lot size 90 x 180).  Make this lovely home yours to enjoy for many years to come.
(052001155)

WESTFIELD Pine Grove Section

Spacious Park Like Setting $549,000

$539,000

Welcome to this beautifully bright and spacious home.  The gracious floor plan allows for wonderful entertaining
possibilities.  As you enter, you are welcomed by the entrance foyer flanked by the living room and dining room.  The
large eat-in kitchen with a center island leads into an expansive family room complete with a wood-burning fireplace.
The bonus room – possible au pair suite / 5th bedroom on the 1st floor, along with the 1st floor laundry and oversized
deck overlooking the very private wooded backyard complete the appeal of this wonderful home.  DIR: Cooper Rd.
left Rahway Rd. right Raritan left Frank St. #1683  (052001154)

Open House: Sun. 6/18  1-5pmSCOTCH PLAINS $844,900

Welcome home to this 3/4 bedroom Expanded Cape situated on a corner lot in the Pine Grove Section
of Westfield.  Many updates include new windows, hardwood floors, updated kitchen & bath.  Close to
school & NYC transportation.  Home warranty included.  (052001153)

An entertainer’s dream!  Stunning 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial/Split.  Beautifully maintained with
many updates including kitchen, all baths, roof, heat & CAC.  Two family rooms including newer addition
off kitchen.  Large, beautifully landscaped lot with built-in pool, cabana, two decks & patio.  Close to
Tamaques Park.  A one-of-a-kind home!  (052001062)

Stunning ColonialWESTFIELD $1,229,000


