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Local Cadet Achieves
Academic Excellence
WESTFIELD – Cadet Sean Rich-

ard Callahan of Westfield was re-
cently honored for outstanding aca-
demic achievement at The Citadel,
The Military College of South Caro-
lina, during the spring semester of the
2005-2006 academic year.

The cadet achieved Dean’s List rec-
ognition, which is given to those ca-
dets and active military students regis-
tered for 12 or more semester hours
whose grade point average is 3.2 or
higher with no grade below a C for the
previous semester’s work. In addition,
he earned a Gold Star for achieving a
3.7 grade point average or higher.

The cadet is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard John Callahan.

Bartolf Graduates
With High Honors

WESTFIELD –Alexandra (Sasha)
Bartolf, a 2002 Westfield High School
graduate, has received her Bachelor
of Arts degree in Sociology with
“High Honors” from Oberlin Col-
lege, located in Oberlin, Ohio.

In addition to this recognition,
Sasha was awarded a special stipend
from the Oberlin faculty—the Com-
fort Star Award—as a result of her
outstanding class work and thesis
presentation for the Sociology de-
partment. Sasha plans to relocate to
the Washington, D.C. area to pursue
career opportunities in political con-
sulting, and is the daughter of Henry
and Elena Bartolf of Scotch Plains.

Curlik of Westfield
Awarded Internship

WESTFIELD – Larissa Curlik of
Westfield, a member of Bowdoin
College’s Class of 2007, was awarded
a Cooke-Kappa Psi Upsilon Environ-
mental Studies Internship. The award
was announced May 10 at Bowdoin
College’s annual Honors Day ceremony.

The 10-week summer internships
are coordinated through Bowdoin’s
Environmental Studies Program and
provide stipends for work with Maine
non-profit organizations and govern-
mental agencies.

DIG IN...Jump Start student Ada Osolu, center, works with her mom, Amanda,
and her sister, Indy, to fill a planter with flowers in the Brunner School Children’s
Garden.

TWO FOR TEA…Franklin first grader Matthew Harris and his grandmother
read the biography he wrote about her together at the Young Authors’ Tea.

Franklin First Graders
Host Authors’ Tea

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School students in Ms. Brucia’s
first grade class recently hosted a
Young Author’s tea.

Their guests were the subjects of
the biographies they had each written
about important women in their lives
such as mothers and grandmothers.

The first graders spent two weeks
conducting interviews and preparing
information for their biographies,
while also learning about how books
are published. Their finished books
also included illustrations and even
“About the Author” pages to be shared
with their guests at the tea.

START Participants,
Presenters to Be Honored

SCOTCH PLAINS –Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) has
announced that it will hold a recogni-
tion program on Thursday, June 15 at
7 p.m. in the Park Middle School
Auditorium in honor of the student
participants and professional present-
ers who took part in the school’s
START Program this year.

The Honorable Rudolph Hawkins,
formerly of the Union County Supe-
rior Court, will give the keynote ad-
dress for the evening ceremony.

During the current school year, 29
ninth grade African-American young
men at SPFHS participated in the
START Program, which was designed
to enhance student motivation, to in-
crease academic achievement, and to
encourage career exploration and fu-
ture business opportunities as these stu-
dents began their high school careers.

The goal of the program was to
promote their academic success at
the high school, in college, at the
graduate school level and beyond.
The program consisted of a series of
workshops and other experiences that
were led by successful business and
academic professionals. Students dis-
cussed entrepreneurial and academic
motivation with Nashad Warfield of
New Jersey Student Success who
emphasized that students should find
their passion to realize their dreams.

Joanne Layne, senior vice presi-
dent at Lee Hecht Harrison (LLH)
Career Management, and L. Greg
Smith, senior vice president at LLH
in Business Development, conducted
a talent inventory and worked on ca-
reer planning and development with
the students. Lee Hecht Harrison is
an international career services firm
headquartered in New Jersey with
over 240 offices in 36 countries.

Gil Chapman, a three-time high
school football All-American, former
tailback for the University of Michi-
gan, professional football player,
Elizabeth city councilman, and
present owner of Island Ford in Staten
Island, spoke to students about the
importance of academic achievement.

Mr. Chapman, who earned a de-
gree in business administration from
the University of Michigan and a
Masters degree in economics from
Rutgers University, stressed the im-
portance, advantages and flexibility
that an education affords.

Baruti Kafele, an educator, author
and current principal of Newark Tech-
nical High School, emphasized the
necessity of setting goals and being
mission-driven. Mr. Kafele himself
has implemented educational reforms
in several schools, including dramatic
transformations in middle schools in
East Orange.

Students also toured Kean Univer-
sity and spoke with Professor James
Sinclair about entrepreneurship, mar-

keting and e-commerce.
SPFHS Assistant Principal Ed

Braun and Leland McGee, deputy
attorney general for the State of New
Jersey, worked with Program Coor-
dinator and SPFHS Counselor Norma
Paige to support the START Program
throughout the year. Mrs. Paige an-
nounced that the students overall aca-
demic performance increased
throughout the school year.

During the evening program on
June 15, one of the students will re-
ceive a laptop computer, courtesy of
Island Ford, for demonstrating the
most improvement and having the
highest level of academic achieve-
ment among the program participants.

Children’s Garden
Grows at Brunner

SCOTCH PLAINS –On May 23,
197 children from the Jump Start Pre-
K, preschool, PDD and Kindergarten
classes at Brunner School in Scotch
Plains worked alongside parent vol-
unteers in the Children’s Garden.
Funds for the planting project were
received from an AT&T Cares grant.

The commitment of Sandra
Cepparulo, Brunner parent and AT&T
employee, to the garden project made
the grant possible for the eighth con-
secutive year. Donations of annuals,
perennials and garden decorations
were also received from Brunner
School families.

The garden work day was planned
and coordinated by Bernadette Hoyer,
Jump Start Pre-K teacher, and Dawn
Horn, chairperson of the Brunner PTA
Garden Committee. Bernadette Hoyer
and her Pre-K classes began the Brunner
School Children’s Garden in 1996.

Lechner Receives Psi
Chi Honor Recognition

WESTFIELD –Katherine Lechner,
the daughter of Rita and David
Lechner of Westfield, was honored at
the Macalester College Honors Con-
vocation on May 12.

Katherine received the Psi Chi -
National Honor Society in Psychol-
ogy. Its purposes are to encourage,
stimulate and maintain excellence in
scholarship and advance the science
of psychology. It is open to juniors and
seniors who have a major or core in
psychology and who have a cumula-
tive grade point average of at least 3.5.

The annual Honors Convocation is
held during Senior Week and recog-
nizes select students for outstanding
academic achievement, leadership
and community service. Katherine is
a graduate of Westfield High School.
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Your Child Deserves 
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Summer Sessions Begin July 5th
For more information and to 

register for our
Summer Programs call

908-654-0110
or go to our website at

www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com

Thank you for allowing us to make a difference in your child’s life. 
Due to increasing enrollment and program offerings we are moving to a larger facility. 

Our new location is just down the street.

625 Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
OPEN HOUSE

Monday, June 26th - Thursday, June 29th
10 am to 9 pm

Voted the 
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Tutoring 
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in Union County

• Private & Group Tutoring
• All Subjects
• All Grade Levels

• Enrichment Classes
• Gifted & Talented Programs
• PSAT & SAT Preparation

Thank You
!
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www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com
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$25 discount.

Edison Intermediate
School Plans Carnival
WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-

ate School will hold its third annual
carnival on Friday, June 16, from
3:30 to 6 p.m., with most of the events
scheduled on the field behind the
school. In case of rain, the carnival
will be cancelled.

The carnival is open to the entire
community. Tickets can be purchased
for games including basketball, golf,
tire toss, crazy can, fat cat, bowling,
monopoly wheel and “dunk your fa-
vorite teacher!” Other activities include
a bungee run and wall climbing, if
weather permits. Proceeds will benefit
the school’s clubs, which are led almost
entirely by volunteer teacher advisers.

Carnival treats such as popcorn,
cotton candy, pizza, soft drinks and
water will also be available. The Edison
School staff and students invite the
community to this family affair.

SOLEMN PROMISE…Katie Buchbinder of Scotch Plains, a fifth grader at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, reads from her award-winning essay,
which stressed the value of saying no to drugs and alcohol in order to lead
“stronger, safer lives.”
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The weekly column written by local high school students

SP-F Schools Educates
Seniors on Drunk Driving

By CAROLYN DIPROSPERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With graduation exactly one week
away, seniors are excitedly counting
down the days until they are free
from the restraints of high school.
But with this exciting, once-in-a-
lifetime event comes serious con-
cerns over the celebrations that ac-
company high school graduation,
namely drinking and driving.

According to the National Institute
on Drug Abuse, half of all high school
seniors report drinking in the past
month while 32 percent of high school
seniors report being drunk in the past
30 days. With these statistics in mind,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district has spent the past school year
educating its seniors on the dangers
and consequences of drunk driving.

As a part of the senior health cur-
riculum, all seniors have the opportu-
nity to participate in the Safety Bug,
a program that simulates the effects
of drinking and driving.

The program uses a specially engi-
neered Volkswagen Beetle that can be
altered to make steering difficult and
slow the car’s reaction time. Seniors
can either drive the car if they have
their license or ride as a passenger.
Driving in the Beetle serves as both an
intimidating and eye-opening experi-
ence to the dangers of drunk driving.

A second method of instruction ap-
peals to the child in every senior as
each year, students in the district’s
grade schools take class time to write

a special message to individual se-
niors, congratulating them on their
graduation and urging them not to
drink or get high and drive. The mes-
sages, written on purple paper hands
and hearts, are placed on the walls of
the high school the day of the senior
prom as a special reminder to students
before this typical party weekend.

But perhaps the district’s most suc-
cessful way to keep graduating seniors
safe from the perils of drinking and
driving is through Project Graduation.

According to Marianne Devlin, one
of the co-chairs of the project, “This
annual event is designed to ensure
that the Class of 2006 ends its high
school years on a safe and happy
note.” The drug and alcohol free night
is open to all seniors at no cost and is
filled with food, games and activities.
In the past years, at least 90 percent of
the graduating class has attended, and
this year’s turnout is expected to yield
a similar attendance.

So as the school year comes to a
close, it’s no secret that many high
school seniors will be celebrating and
partying, yes, sometimes even with
alcohol involved. This may not be
music to the ears of some parents and
community members, but it is the re-
sponsibility of the graduating senior
class to remember what they have
been taught not only this past year, but
pretty much every year for the past five
years: don’t drink and drive.

Carolyn DiProspero is a senior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Enrichment Center Offers
Varied Summer Programs

WESTFIELD – The Enrichment
Center, a full-service tutoring center,
located at 625 Central Avenue in
Westfield, is offering a variety of sum-
mer programming for students in Pre-
K through grade 12.

The new, completely modern facil-
ity is air-conditioned and has ample
free parking to offer its clients. The
new address is a mere one block from
the previous location at 424 Central
Ave. The Enrichment Center needed
to move to accommodate more stu-
dents and programs.

The Enrichment Center has more
than 150 teachers on staff and all are
state certified and experienced. The
maximum class size is eight students,
allowing teachers the ability to meet
the needs of each child. Private tutor-
ing is always available.

There are numerous sessions of-
fered by The Enrichment Center with
the hope that these varied schedules
will accommodate work schedules,
vacation schedules and other sum-
mer programming.

There is a variety of programming
offered, from basic math and reading
to gifted classes for the child who is
bored in school.

Basic level students can reinforce
math, reading and writing skills us-
ing materials that are interesting and
grade appropriate. A hands-on ap-
proach is used; teachers use an inter-
active method of teaching which gives
each student the opportunity to shine.

Gifted students can take their

knowledge of grade-level material and
continue their studies using a com-
bined method of learning. Studying
the stock market, for example, allows
for math, reading and thought pro-
voking discussions. Reading is done
in a discussion format and challenges
students’ thinking skills. History is
taught through studying science and
technology of the times. Study skills
classes have also been added.

Most elementary and middle school
students can benefit from reading
classes and math classes at any time,
especially over the summer. Study skills
round out the academic offerings. With
all of the testing and class placements
beginning as early as kindergarten, par-
ents can give their children the added
benefit and edge by enrolling for The
Enrichment Center’s summer classes.

Also, a new “camp” program is
being offered this summer as a direct
response to parents’ requests.

High school students may choose to
work on the PSAT, SAT I, SAT II
subject tests, college application es-
says, interview skills or writing. The
Enrichment Center offers a compre-
hensive college-advising program. The
programs for the high school students
are offered seven days a week. All
teachers at The Enrichment Center are
New Jersey State certified and experi-
enced in their respective fields.

Classes are filling quickly for the sum-
mer. Call The Enrichment Center today
at (908) 654-0110 for a free brochure or
visit www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com.

Residents Make Dean’s
List at Bloomsburg

AREA – Bloomsburg University
of Pennsylvania recently released its
list of students named to the Dean’s
List for the first semester of the 2005-
2006 academic year.

Locally, Fanwood’s Jacqueline
Freyburger, an elementary education
major, and Westfield’s Katharine
Cass, a special education major, quali-
fied for the Dean’s List.

To qualify for Dean’s List, a stu-
dent must earn a quality point aver-
age of 3.5 or higher (based on 4.0)
during the semester.

Liebesman Graduates
From Law School

WESTFIELD – Yvette Joy
Liebesman, daughter of Bill and Stella
Liebesman of Westfield, graduated Cum
Laude from Georgetown Law School.

She received three other honors, the
most in her section of the law school
class, including the Joyce Chiang
Memorial Award. She was also a Pro
Bono Pledge Honoree for her volun-
teer legal work in New Orleans.

Yvette has accepted a clerkship
with the Honorable Helen Hoens of
the New Jersey Superior Court Ap-
pellate Division.

More Education
on Page 20

Lo Makes Holy Cross’
Spring Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Cassie Lo, a sec-
ond-year student at the College of the
Holy Cross, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the second semester
of the 2005-2006 academic year.

She is the daughter of Andrea and
Alan Lo of Westfield. She majors in
English and is enrolled in the Teacher
Education Program.


