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Mini-Golf Center not
Worth The Problems
As a tax paying resident of Scotch

Plains, I would like to voice my opposi-
tion and concerns on the recent approval
of the building of a miniature golf center
on the grounds of the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

The building of this facility will present
many quality of life concerns for the
residents of the surrounding community.
First of all, increased traffic - in an area
that is dealing with ongoing traffic con-
cerns, the last thing we need is more
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

Secondly, increased noise - this is al-
ready an issue because of the late night
events that occur regularly at Scotch Hills.
Last but not least, parking concerns -
there is presently not adequate parking
for club events and therefore parking oc-
curs in our residential areas.

Many of the residents who live in this
area voiced their concerns at a Planning
Board hearing in April, and the Planning
Board was elected to present them to the
Township Council. As residents, we were
not given the opportunity to hear how our
concerns were going to be addressed. No
one can present your issues like you can
and my hope is as the Recreation Com-
mission begins to plan for this “wonder-
ful” idea that they will invite the residents
of the community to set down and talk
about how we can make this a great idea
for the community.

As a resident of this community, I have
enjoyed a standard of living which pro-
vides me with peace and tranquility. As a
taxpayer, that is something I deserve.
However, I understand that things change
and change can be difficult. My hope is
that this turns out to be a positive en-
deavor for the residents as well as the
Township of Scotch Plains.

Trudi Karpel
Scotch Plains

Westfield Group Submits Petition to
BOE re: Hillcrest Academy

Reader Offers Thoughts: Prisoners of
Terror and the Bear Population

After three detainees committed sui-
cide, there is another call to close
Guantanamo Bay, yet no one is saying
what to do with these suspected terrorists.
Government leaders in Denmark, Swe-
den and others in the European Union and
even a law professor at Seton Hall con-
demn the U.S. for its action.

Any country or group condemning the
U.S. for retaining these suspected terror-
ists should offer to take their share of
them. I am sure the people in Denmark
and Sweden would be happy to offer
refuge to a few dozen terrorists. The law
professor at Seton Hall could offer schol-
arships with room and board to those
terrorists who would like to study law at
Seton Hall.

Human rights activists say these pris-
oners were desperate and committed sui-
cide even though Islam forbids it. I would
like to know how they explain the suicide
bombers who blow themselves up in the
name of Islam?

There are too many people ready to
condemn the U.S. for any action it takes
in the war on terror. Yet these same people
would be the first to condemn the U.S. for
not doing enough to protect them in the
event of another attack.

Another thought on bears: a cat chases
a bear up a tree and it’s a hero. If the bear
chased the cat, it would be a villain. The
bear population continues to grow in New
Jersey. Bears do three basic things. They
eat, sleep and make little bears. Which
means the bear population will continue

to grow and there will be more and more
encounters between bears and humans.

Bears will continue to enter both sub-
urban and urban areas even though we
have bear free zones. Until bears learn to
read, they will not pay attention to bear
free zones. Bears do not get along with
one another. A female will not let other
bears near its cubs. Two-year-old cubs
are forced out to claim their own territory
when the female is ready to breed again.

Each year, more and more bears will be
seeking new territory and the population
will continue to expand. Unless we learn
to control the bear population, you can
soon expect to see a bear in your backyard
no matter where you live.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Board of Education and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

******
We would like to offer you the follow-

ing information while you make your de-
cision on the issue of giving the Union
County Educational Services Commission
(UCESC) three months notice to discon-
tinue their lease for the Lincoln School
Building. The Elizabeth school system has
built four new schools in the past few
years. Certainly, there is room for 67 or so
students. Elizabeth can rent the space to
the UCESC so that their students can re-
main in their own town for school.

This will help the UCESC financially
by not having the huge busing costs and it
will help Elizabeth by keeping these stu-
dents off of the Elizabeth reporting statis-
tics. They have 30 or so graduating se-
niors this year at the Hillcrest South loca-
tion and perhaps the same amount at their
Hillcrest North location. They can move
the 30 or so returning South students to
the North location.

Since the Elizabeth school system is
doing so well with their educational pur-
suits, there should not be any more stu-
dents “asked to leave” their system. There-
fore, no new students, or perhaps just a
few, should be new to the program. The
Hillcrest North location is already set up
for the AHP program so there would be
no costs to transfer the students there.
This location is not in a residential area.

On the plus side, fewer buses would be
needed for transportation. If need be, they
can use trailers. If trailers are good enough
for Westfield students, they should work
equally as well for the Elizabeth students.

As far as the Interim Alternate Educa-
tional Program (IAEP), according to Mr.
Hartnett, they have, on average, only a
handful of students at any given time (I
think he said currently 4 students) in that
program. These students can be transferred
to their Cardinal Avenue location as they
only take up one classroom. There are gym
facilities, nurse, secretary and principal
already there for another program.

Mr. Hartnett has stated that these stu-
dents are not the problem. The UCESC has
taken action to make the school more
secure since the grand theft auto incident.
However, just last week they were still
yelling out the windows at small children
and adults. When a group of Edison chil-
dren were on Kehler Field last week, they
witnessed a knock-down, drag-out fist fight
among the students of Hillcrest outside for
a fire drill. This is not something we saw
but were told about by Edison parents.

The UCESC assertion that since the
beginning of May there have been no
problems at the school is false. We have
police officers that live in our neighbor-
hood and can attest to that falsehood. One
officer did so at the Board of Ed. Meeting

last Tuesday, June 6.
Just this morning around 10 a.m., while

standing on my walkway talking to a neigh-
bor, a young man passed us and walked
into Hillcrest — obviously in violation of
the school regulations. On the emotional
side of this issue, violence is unpredict-
able. Sure, it can happen anywhere at
anytime even in suburban Westfield. How-
ever, why would you knowingly put the
children and families of our neighborhood
at risk knowing full well some of these
students have a violent tendency?

What happens if the lease is renewed
“for just one year” and something really
bad happens? How would you feel know-
ing that you could have done something
to prevent it but chose to do otherwise?
Your decision not only affects the resi-
dents of the Hillcrest neighborhood but
all of Westfield.

This is an enormous liability. Leaving
this program to run at Lincoln even if only
for “one more year” puts the safety of the
people in the neighborhood in jeopardy. It
puts the Town of Westfield and the Board
of Education at risk of being sued if some-
one does happen to get hurt or worse.

We are appealing to you as board mem-
bers as well as fellow parents. If any of
you came to us and told us that your
children were in a situation that put them
at an unreasonable risk for violence, and
we had the power to eliminate that risk,
we know we would do so. We are asking
you to do the same for our children.

At the BOE meeting this past Tuesday, it
was said over and over that you have to
make hard decisions that are sometimes
unpopular with the residents but would be
best for the schools. This time you have to
make a financial decision that would not be
unpopular but may be deemed “bad man-
ners”. We will also deliver copies to you of
a petition that was circulated requesting that
the lease not be renewed again. To date we
have 242 signatures and people have been
calling us asking to sign it.

Please, think of our children and our
neighborhood before extending the
UCESC lease for another year.

Sue Hopper and Lisa Stern
Westfield

Bramnick Calls to End
Legislator’s Pensions
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21) noted that he has re-
peatedly called for outside audits of gov-
ernment but now has concluded that the
present administration does not intend on
asking forensic teams to begin to examine
the spending of state government.

Therefore, Mr. Bramnick said he will
“introduce a series of common sense bills
to reduce spending. The first of these bills
would call for an end to legislator’s pen-
sions.”

“The office of state legislator is consid-
ered a part-time position, yet it provides a
very generous pension plan. I doubt that
a private sector part-time job would offer
such benefits. It is time for major changes
in government spending and it must start
with the leaders,” stated Mr. Bramnick.

Decision To Stop Politically Motivated
Grants Is A Victory For The Taxpayers

Letters to the Editor

By Assemblyman Eric Munoz (R-21)
One of the many disturbing develop-

ments under the leadership of former
Governor Jim McGreevey was the
politicization of the grant distribution
process used by state departments.

Last year, during the annual budget
review process, it was revealed that a
number of state grant programs designed
to aid municipalities had been used as
funding sources for political pork.

A review of grants awarded by the
Department of Community Affairs
(DCA), the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) and the Department
of Law and Public Safety indicated that
more than 90 percent of the grants awarded
went to districts represented by Democrat
legislators.

A review of the $9 million in “livable
communities” grants distributed by the
DCA discovered that only $600,000 – less
than 7 percent of the total – went to munici-
palities in Republican legislative districts
and that some districts represented by Re-
publicans received no grant money. These
grants are used to support municipal needs,
capital projects,and community programs
benefiting seniors, children and families
living in these towns.

The state Dept. of Law and Public Safety
sent nearly $7.8 million out of $8.3 million
in homeland security grants to Democrat
districts; grant money went to towns with
Democrat mayors by a 7-to-1 ratio. In
some cases it appears money was steered
to programs that wouldn’t even qualify for
funds under that grant program.

Towns throughout New Jersey that had
gone through extensive and costly grant

application processes to fund legitimate
needs were getting shortchanged so that
those funds could be steered toward towns
in legislative districts with better political
connections.

In fact, in our legislative district, 13 of
the 16 towns applied for a total of $2.17
million in homeland security grants. Not
one received funding. In contrast, 16 of
19 towns in a Democrat controlled dis-
trict that applied for the same grants were
approved for funding.

Republicans in the state Legislature
exposed the abuse of these programs, and
for the past year our colleagues fought to
put an end to the practice of awarding state
grant money – including homeland secu-
rity dollars – based on political affiliation.

Earlier this year we called for the
Corzine administration to put a stop to
this misuse of taxpayer dollars. Initially
Governor Corzine pledged to halt the
spending while the programs were inves-
tigated, but nothing was done to stop this
grant money from being spent as the end
of the Fiscal Year approached.

It was a local 21st District resident,
David Robinson of Cranford, who de-
cided that something needed to be done
and he took the necessary legal steps to
put an end to this abuse of taxpayer dol-
lars. The taxpayers of New Jersey owe
him a debt of gratitude.

It was only after this private citizen
took the Corzine administration to court
that the Governor’s office finally agreed
to put a stop to this egregious policy.

Fortunately, Mr. Robinson, an attor-
ney from Union County, shared our con-
cerns that these grant programs would
continue to be abused and that is why he
pursued legal action that led Governor
Corzine to eliminate this program, which
was set to dole out another $25 million for
Democratic lawmakers’ pet projects.

I support Governor Corzine’s decision
to pull the plug on these politically ma-
nipulated programs and for finally taking
steps to eliminate what amounts to a
Democratic slush fund. However, it is
disappointing that it took legal action by
a private citizen to shut down this unfair
and quite possibly illegal system.

The taxpayers should be glad to know
that in this case, an ordinary taxpayer
with little political clout was able to stand
up on behalf of his fellow taxpayers and
force the government to do what was
right. A true David and Goliath win for
the taxpayers.

Hopefully the Corzine administration,
and any administrations that follow, will
think twice about using state grant pro-
grams to fund political pork in the future.

Stender Calls for
Coulter Book Ban

TRENTON - Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22) asked New Jersey retail-
ers to ban the sale of the book “Godless:
The Church of Liberalism” by Ann
Coulter.

Asw. Stender said the book contained
vicious remarks made against four New
Jersey September 11 widows where it
was written: “the Witches of East
Brunswick,” and further “...never seen
people enjoying their husbands’ deaths
so much.”

Ms. Stender said these were incendi-
ary, hate-filled attacks on women who
suffered a terrible personal tragedy four-
and-a-half years ago and have selflessly
advocated to improve national security in
the intervening years.

Asw. Stender wrote, “Coulter’s vicious
characterizations and remarks are moti-
vated by greed and her desire to sell
books. By making these claims, she proves
herself worse than those she is attempting
to vilify - she is a leech trying to turn a
profit off perverting the suffering of
others…Her hate-filled attack on our 9-
11 widows has no place on New Jersey
bookshelves.”

Cranford Car Shows
CRANFORD — The Cranford Cham-

ber of Commerce invites the public to the
free car show in downtown Cranford on
Thursday, June 15 from 5 to 9 p.m. Car
registration starts at 5:15 p.m. The show
will be held on Alden Street and North
Union Avenue. Other shows in Cranford
will be held on July 20 and August 17
from 5 to 9 p.m. Nineteen trophies will be
awarded at each show.

For more information, please call Bob
Hoeffler (days) (908) 272-6114 or Bill
Mackey (cell) (908) 400-7348.

Visit us on the Internet at www.thejollytrolleybarandgrill.com

WWestfield, NJestfield, NJ
411 NORTH AVE.

(908) 232-1207

Call for Reservations Today!

Treat Dad to a Special Father’s Day at

The JOLLThe JOLLY TROLLEYY TROLLEY
Special Menu and Unlimited Salad Bar

Sunday 
June 18th

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 06/21/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

An exceptional value from Robert Sinskey.  All Carneros
fruit with wonderful cherry and red fruit notes.

Elegant and long on the palate.  Proof that you don’t
have to go broke to buy really well done Pinot.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$32.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$53.99 1.75L
$56.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Aries Pinot Noir
$21.99

Domaine de Sancet Cotes de
Gascogne  $8.99

Cusumano Angimbe  $14.99
A stainless steel fermented blend of Insolia
and Chardonnay from Sicily.  Lovely meadow
and floral tones along with deep fruit that
isn’t overpowering.  Delightful warm climate
take on Italian White.

This is theft.  Very generous black and red fruit
tones with spicy black pepper highlights.  This
deserves a grilled steak and an hour decant.
You could put it away for a couple of years
and see it get even better.

Artesa Sonoma Syrah  $11.99

A refreshing summer wine at a party friendly
price.  Made from Ugni Blanc (the grape used
in Cognac and called Trebbiano in Italy), it
has green apple, pear, a touch of banana and
an appealing grassy nose.


