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Reader Calls Editorial Selective
Memory, Amateurish and Silly

Westfield Rescue Squad Assures
Dedication and Commitment

WF Resident Questions BOE Members
Intention to Consider Public’s Views

Scout Asks for Help in
Raising WWII Money
My name is Thomas Hogaboom. I am

a Life Scout with Troop 73 here in
Westfield. For my Eagle project, I am
building a World War II monument to
honor the 84 men killed in action, the
2,400 who served and those who sup-
ported the war effort.

So far, thanks primarily to the generos-
ity of the residents of Westfield, I have
been able to raise $23,000. I need only
$10,000 more to finish the project. I am so
close.

I am writing to ask anyone who has not
contributed to consider doing so. They
can send a check made out to United
Way/WWII Memorial. Also on Father’s
Day, June 18, they can attend a concert,
“Songs and Spirit of WWII,” sponsored
by the Arts Coalition of New Jersey to be
held at Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street, from 3 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. and
make a contribution there. The concert
will feature performances by the Choral
Art Society of New Jersey and the Orato-
rio Singers of Westfield. It will be a great
way to celebrate Father’s Day, especially
since many fathers and grandfathers are
veterans of WWII.

My mother always says, “We can never
thank our veterans enough.” Help me
thank the veterans of WWII with a proper
memorial to say “Thank You” for their
tremendous efforts and sacrifice during
this time in our history.

Thank you very, very much.

Thomas Hogaboom
Westfield

Resident Concerned
Over Property Values
The builders, architects and others pan-

dering to fears of falling property values
if development is restricted are either
intentionally misleading us or uninformed.

More affluent communities (Essex
Fells, Alpine) have controlled their de-
velopment for years, and have seen even
greater property value appreciation than
we have. As residents, we would all ben-
efit both financially and aesthetically from
exercising sensible control as suggested
by Richard Trabert in his comments
(printed here in the Letters section on
June 8 and voiced to the Westfield Plan-
ning Board on May 18).

The problems are for developers, build-
ers and realtors. Doing any of these jobs
in a community exercising control over
development requires a greater degree of
professionalism than doing them in one
without it. True professionals, however,
will be that much more successful.

For my part, I know we both have and
deserve professionals in each of these
areas who can rise to the challenge and
enjoy the corresponding benefits.

Don’t we as a community deserve bet-
ter new buildings, ones which are as beau-
tiful as those we already have? I am
mystified as to why any of us would want
to settle for less.

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

Teacher’s Aide Writes that School
Criticism is Bad Example for Children

Friends of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Thanks Supporters

More Field Care and
Pride Should Be Taken

Last week I headed over to Kehler
Stadium to work out on the track (work
out – perhaps relive the glory days more
likely), and was appalled to find the field
and bleachers absolutely covered in empty
bottles and cans, discarded tape and other
remnants of sporting events gone by.

How many millions of dollars did we
spend to upgrade that facility? How many
hours did parents, coaches, and athletes spend
lobbying for support and attending Board of
Education meetings? And today, we finally
have our very own Field of Dreams – only to
let it languish under irresponsible litter and
downright disrespect.

The recently improved facilities at
Kehler Stadium and Houlihan Field are
beautiful and invoke the jealousy of vis-
iting teams and the athletes who never got
the chance to use them (ahem). As a
community, we have a responsibility to
protect and maintain our investment so
that our athletes will get many more years
of enjoyment out of them. It’s a matter of
pride, respect, and, yes, money.

Annie Onishi
WHS Class of ’05

Westfield

Westfield BOE Should Not Give
One Year’s Notice to Hillcrest

Foley’s Principal Switch Reasoning
Should Not be Privy to the Public

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Mayor and Council and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

******
I would like to take this opportunity on

behalf of the members of the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad to thank you for
presenting several of our members with
Length of Service Awards at last week’s
town council meeting. We would also
like to thank you for your personal appeal
to the residents of Westfield to contribute
to our annual fund drive, which is now in
progress. As the largest all-volunteer
squad in Union County, we are extremely
grateful to you and members of the town
council for your support.

At a time when some of our neighbor-
ing towns have had to have municipal
agencies or paid ambulance services pro-
vide the emergency medical service, we
in Westfield are fortunate in having an
active and strong all-volunteer rescue
squad. We want to assure you and the
citizens of Westfield that our dedication
and commitment is as strong now, as it
was when our rescue squad was founded
55 years ago.

Again, thank you for your continued
support.

V.P. Reid Edles
Rescue Squad

Fund Drive Chairman

In response to reading that a WHS
student received a standing ovation for
asking the Board not to accept Superin-
tendent Foley’s decision, I have this to
say: Isn’t it about time that somebody
reminds the opinionated and ever so vo-
cal parents of Westfield that they are role
models to their children? Do they ever
stop to think of the effect that their con-
stant criticism and questioning of the
school’s teaching methods, grading poli-
cies, disciplinary actions and every other
administrative decision, has on their chil-
dren?

I’ll tell you what it does, because I
witnessed it first hand while I was a
teacher’s aide in three of the Westfield
Public Schools (Washington, EIS and
WHS). It produces kids who have very
mixed feelings about school that grow
into subtle disregard for their teachers’

authority. It produces arrogant teenagers
with attitudes of omnipotence and disre-
spect for the boundaries and rules of soci-
ety. Some of these kids speak to school
staff as if they were nothing more than
servants. You can get a taste of what I’m
talking about from time to time right here
in the pages of The Westfield Leader.

Just who is responsible for making
some positive changes in the Westfield
Schools these days? I think it’s the sig-
nificant number of pushy and short-sighted
parents whose little apples haven’t fallen
very far from their trees.

People please; model respect for our
schools and the administration’s author-
ity. You will be doing everyone, our chil-
dren included, a great service.

Lisa Landon
Westfield

The Friends of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra thank The Westfield
Leader for its support of the 22nd Annual
Tour of Notable Homes held on May 6 to
benefit The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO).

Special thanks to our homeowners: Tish
Alexander and Joseph Cicardo; Carole
and Jurgen Brendell; Carrie and Bernard
Katz; Paula and Jim O’Haus; and Leslie
and Kevin Stock who opened their beau-
tiful and unique homes to the delight of
the tour goers. We would also like to
thank our corporate underwriters:
Burgdorff, Coldwell-Banker, Weichert
Realtors and the Town Bank, as well as
the many local businesses that donated to
our ticketed auction, our program book
advertisers and ticket outlets. Floral ar-

rangements courtesy of Christoffers, The
Flower Zone and Jerry Rose Floral De-
signs added a special touch.

The wonderful day was made possible
through the efforts of the management
and staff of Baron’s Drug Store, who
worked tirelessly selling tickets, ShopRite
of Garwood, who generously provided
refreshments, Carl Baron, a talented cel-
list who entertained guests and the count-
less volunteers who helped the tour run
smoothly.

A huge thank you from the Friends of
the Westfield Symphony to everyone who
supported this 22nd Annual Tour of No-
table Homes.

Pres. Carole Leone
Friends of WSO

I am responding to The Westfield
Leader’s editorial of June 8, 2006 entitled
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.” I un-
derstand that The Leader is conservative,
favoring Republican positions.

A newspaper is entitled to express a
point of view on its editorial page. But it
is a bit much to endorse a candidate even
before the campaign has begun— some
five months before the election. And this
apparently because, says The Leader, “not
much is recorded about the accomplish-
ments of New Jersey’s U.S. senators,”
one resigned, one was appointed by the
governor (that is the process to replace a

senator when the incumbent becomes
governor), and two had low “power
rankings” on an internet site. No surprise
as to the last point — neither of our
senators has much seniority.

I wondered why The Leader did not
mention two exceedingly well-respected
New Jersey Senators from the not-too-
distant past — Clifford Case and Bill
Bradley.

Selective memory I’d say, and an ama-
teurish, silly editorial.

Steve Barcan
Westfield

I am writing in response to the uproar
over the reassignment of the principal’s
between Wilson and Washington schools,
and the reaction to William Foley in re-
sponse to this administrative decision.

I am of the opinion that this was a
personnel decision made by Dr. Foley, in
conjunction with both of the educators
involved (Dr. Perry and Mr. Malanga),
and that while many may not be happy
about the change, it was done for reasons
that the public at large should not be privy
to.

Each of these principals is beloved by
their respective school communities, and
respected for their years of experience.
Dr. Foley also has many years of experi-
ence running school districts, both in
Westfield and beyond. While he could
not be called a diplomat, he was not hired
as such. He was hired to run our very large
school community that has many moving
parts. This includes nine schools, 6,000+
students, 550 educators, and 77 millions
dollars of operating funds. I fear what

would happen to our schools if a politi-
cian were to be hired to fill the school
superintendent position.

I would not want someone talking out
of both sides of his or her mouth, or
swaying his or her decisions to satisfy a
large vocal group of people with dissent-
ing opinions. I support Dr. Foley because
he is doing what he was hired to do; run
our schools to best educate all of our
children.

What I think we can and should take
comfort in is the fact that both of these
men (Dr. Perry and Mr. Malanga) have
strong support for their work from their
current community, and that our children
are in capable hands with either of them
as principal.

I was unable to attend the Board of
Education meeting at the high school on
Tuesday night, but wanted my opinion to
be heard.

Stacey Ukrainskyj
Westfield

As a father of three young children, I
am very concerned about the dangers
associated with having Hillcrest Acad-
emy located within Westfield. I would
hope that the Westfield BOE places the
safety of our children and our
community’s sense of well being ahead
of the convenience of the City of Eliza-
beth.

I can’t imagine any reason that our
BOE would want to accept students who
are too violent and/or disruptive to be
wanted in their own school system, into a
Westfield owned school. If money is the
driving force, I wonder what the net gain
(or loss) would be after the additional
costs associated with our police depart-
ment, fire department and court system.
Just because these taxpayer funded costs
do not come from the BOE budget, does
not mean that the BOE should ignore

them. I also wonder what the effect of this
school has had on nearby home prices.
Why should Westfield taxpayers suffer
from a BOE decision which provides no
benefit to Westfield school children?

It is a ridiculous notion to think that we
should give the tenant a year’s notice that
the lease will not renew. The purpose of a
lease is to make the expectations and
responsibilities clear to both parties and
this lease contains no such expectation or
responsibility. Union County has clearly
proven itself to be an undesirable tenant
because of the number of police calls,
criminal activity, and frequent disrup-
tions to the peacefulness and sense of well
being that every citizen of Westfield de-
sires and deserves.

Stephen Suriano
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

This letter is in response to my experi-
ence at the Board of Education Meeting
on June 6th regarding the issue of switch-
ing principals at Wilson and Washington
schools and adding a new assistant prin-
cipal to Wilson School.

My lesson at this meeting was one of
futility. Concerned parents and teachers
of Wilson and Washington schools at-
tended this meeting in order to make their
concerns regarding this issue heard by the
Board of Education. The majority of
people attending the meeting were op-
posed to the change in administration due
their respect and admiration for their re-
spective principals and due to Dr. Foley’s
inability to provide adequate reasons be-
yond Wilson School’s need for an assis-
tant principal.

Instead of finding an appropriate can-
didate to work with Dr. Perry and train
this individual before the swap of princi-
pals, two schools are going to be signifi-
cantly and abruptly disrupted. Most dis-
turbing to me was when after hearing the
public’s concerns and requests to reverse
or at the minimum delay the decision for
further examination, the Board of Educa-
tion members turned to prepared state-
ments which stated their support for this
change.

Therefore, it is apparent that the mem-
bers of our Board of Education, although
willing to listen to our concerns, had no
intention of considering them. What ex-

actly is their role? Are they elected in
order to rubber stamp Dr Foley’s deci-
sions or listen to and consider residents’
concerns regarding their children’s edu-
cation?

The frustration of the many residents
attending the meeting was apparent. Do
the people who elected the Board of Edu-
cation members have a voice? Is this
voice only for lip service, with no consid-
eration given and no effect on the Board’s
voting or decision making?

After witnessing the process at this
Board of Education meeting, I’m afraid
the answers to these questions are ones
that most of us would not like to hear. This
would be more palatable if I were not
given the illusion that my concerns and
the concerns of all residents are important
to our elected officials. Although I appre-
ciate that the Board of Education mem-
bers volunteer endless hours and that they
believe that what they are doing is right,
I feel this time they have not given their
community and the best interests of its
children the consideration it deserves.

In the end, I am sure that both school
communities will welcome and embrace
their new principals, but I urge the Board
members, when faced with decisions that
have such a large impact on our commu-
nities, to reach out to their constituents
and truly consider their concerns.

Andrea Greenspan
Westfield

County Needs Monitor
For Finances, Ethics

After receiving a copy of “Union
County Directions” in my mail box last
week, I found myself agreeing with an
article Sen. Raymond Lesniak wrote about
the Elizabeth BOE needing a monitor to
oversee finances and ethics. In his article
he says:

“Nepotism policies must be made man-
datory; The poster child for waste and
mismanagement and corruption is the
Elizabeth BOE; I “have asked Governor
Corzine to appoint a monitor to oversee
the finances and ethics of the Elizabeth
BOE; Failure is not an option.”

Now, if the Senator would just apply
these same observations to his own gar-
den and weed out waste and mismanage-
ment in his back yard, maybe some real
positive changes can be made in Union
County.

Start with nepotism in Union County’s
hiring policies. Does Sen. Lesniak not
know how many of his own family mem-
bers are on the taxpayers’ payroll in Union
County?

Then make a poster child for the waste
and mismanagement of the budget passed
by the Union County Freeholders on June
8, 2006.

Perhaps Sen. Lesniak can ask the gov-
ernor to appoint a monitor to oversee the
finances and ethics of policies, contracts
and budget spending by Union County
officials.

For easy access to some of the outra-
geous deeds done by elected and ap-
pointed officials in Union County, have
the governor check the website of a
citizen’s group:
www.unioncountywatchdog.org.

Hopefully, Sen. Lesniak will apply his
statement “Failure is not an option,” to
more than the Elizabeth BOE.

Richard Lenihan
Roselle

WHS Students ask Public for Help
Locating Curriculum Archives

Here at Westfield High School, we
pride ourselves in accurate study and por-
trayal of global, national and local his-
tory. As AP American History students,
we have worked hard to learn about our
past and its impact on our lives today. We
have now undertaken an archive project
in which we hope to further the available
research and history of the school and
community.

As one of our many projects we are
working on this year, we are looking to
analyze the curriculum changes that have
occurred over the course of the school’s
history through the student handbooks
and program of studies. Although over
the years we have developed an extensive
archive collection, we are constantly look-

ing for more documents to help us in our
learning.

Specifically, we are missing handbooks
and programs of studies from the 1970s.
We would like to ask Westfield residents
and WHS alumni to help us in our en-
deavor by searching for any handbooks
they may have from these years, and
donating them to our archives.

If, during a basement or attic cleanup,
or simply by chance, somebody stumbles
across any of these handbooks from their
WHS years, we would greatly benefit
from any additions to our archives and
would be very appreciative.

Thank you for your help.

Annie Garneva and Emma Hand
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Bleak Primary Turnout: Due to
Unaffiliated Voters, Not Choices?

Low turnout in New Jersey Primary Elections is noth-
ing new, but last week’s election results may have been an
all-time low. Only 350,000 of New Jersey’s 4.8 million
registered voters went to the polls; 2.8 million of those
registered were ineligible to cast ballots as they are not
affiliated with the DEM or GOP political parties. This
year, party voters had fewer choices than usual, as Tom
Kean, Jr. and Robert Menendez encountered little compe-
tition and will now face off for the United States Senate
seat up for grabs in November.

While Democrats have had a few challenged primaries
over the past few years, Republicans have had a number
of crowded primary fields: seven candidates for governor
last year generated a 33 percent turnout among registered
Republicans and three candidates in the GOP 2002 U.S.
Senate race drew 21 percent at the polls.

Last week’s overall turnout in Union County was 9
percent among the 268,000 registered voters. A total of 21
percent of registered Democrats turned out compared to 16
percent of registered Republicans. Democrats have a sub-
stantial edge on registration in the county, 86,263 to 38,648.
About 140,000 registered voters, 53 percent of the total, are
not affiliated with a political party in the county.

Locally, turnout was: Westfield, 6 percent; Scotch
Plains, 5 percent; Fanwood, 8 percent; Mountainside, 6
percent; Garwood numbers are not readily available.

Except for contested races in towns dominated by the
Democratic Party, such as Elizabeth, there was little
reason to vote this year in the primary. In Elizabeth, the
primary essentially serves as the general election for town
officials and there is little reason, for this matter, for those
residents to vote in the general election in November.

During years for selecting Presidential candidates for
the United States, voting in the primary can have meaning
– except in New Jersey, which has always been last in the
nation’s schedule after everything has been decided.

To change this in 2008 for the Presidential Primary,
New Jersey is advancing their primary voting schedule to

be one of the first in the nation. Presumably, other states
won’t change as well – keeping New Jersey behind the
pack. But even so in 2008, a second New Jersey primary
will be held at the regular date for local offices as the party
officials say they can’t be ready in time.

So, in 2008, there will be a Presidential Primary in
February, school elections in April, another primary in
June, the general election in November and perhaps a few
special school bond votes in December.

Unaffiliated voters in New Jersey can declare party
affiliation at the time of a primary. Theoretically, they
could then un-declare affiliation afterwards, but few choose
to do so.

Assuming that most voters cast ballots in the United
States Senatorial race, only 15 percent of registered
Republicans in Westfield voted in the GOP primary, while
11 percent of Democrats voted in the Democratic Senate
primary. In Fanwood, 14.3 percent of registered Republi-
cans voted in the Tom Kean versus John Ginty race, while
15.4 percent of the borough’s registered Democrats voted
in the Bob Menendez versus James Kelly primary. In
Scotch Plains, turnout among registered Republicans and
Democrats was a little over 12 percent.

A total of 14.2 percent of Mountainside registered
Republicans voted in the GOP primary compared to 9.8
percent of registered Democrats in their party’s primary.
Sixteen percent of Garwood’s registered Republicans
voted while turnout among Democrats were 11.5 percent.

Primary turnouts will continue to be low and of little
importance in most circumstances in New Jersey unless
the rules are changed and a reason found for all voters to
participate. Most New Jersey voters choose not to register
as affiliated with a party while the party system prohibits
voting in primaries unless the voter affiliates — an inter-
esting standoff.

A review of how other states deal with this paradox
would be interesting. Perhaps a better system exists for
New Jersey to implement.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Procellous – Stormy
2. Eurycerous – Broad-horned
3. Catadioptrics – The science of the

reflection of light and its observance
4. Patena – A grassy area in the hilly

parts of Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DASYMETER
1. An instrument used in testing the

density of gases
2. An instrument used to determine

depth in bodies of water
3. An instrument used to test the

proofage of alcoholic beverages
4. An official or umpire of the pre-

twentieth century baseball era
QUINDISM

1. A fifth
2. A fifteenth
3. Belief in the power of the pentagram
4. Divination of the sea scallops

METOPOMANCY
1. Dissecting cadavers to study organs,

vessels and other internals
2. A Caesarean section
3. A study of mollusks
4. Fortunetelling by human features

PLEBICOLIST
1. One who caters to vulgarity or seeks

the favor of the common people
2. A member of the lower class in

Roman times
3. A member of the freshman class of

the United States Military Academy or
the Naval Academy

4. A person who writes about the strife
of the common people


