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2120 Lamberts Mill Road 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-232-6100

Over 200 Group Fitness Classes Each Week
Jr. Olympic Pool, Therapy Pool, & Spa Pool

State-Of-The-Art Exercise Equipment
Certified Trainers/Exercise Physiologists
Medical Staff On Site
Physical/Occupational Therapy & Aqua Therapy
Nutritional Counseling

JOIN NOW & SAVE!

OUR FACILITY FEATURES SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY!

HURRY IN 

FOR PRE-GRAND 

OPENING 

DISCOUNTS!

Educational Lectures & Programs
Beautifully Appointed Locker Rooms 
Sauna & Steam Rooms
Full Service European Day Spa
Child Care
Healthy Café

And much more…

MONTH TO MONTH 
MEMBERSHIPS!

Our highly 
trained, 

professional staff 
is here to help 
you live longer, 
feel better and 
improve the 

quality of your 
life!

We’re so confident 
you’ll love our fitness 
& wellness center we 

offer monthly 
memberships with no 
long term contracts!

Monday Monday –– Friday 10:00 AM Friday 10:00 AM –– 8:00 PM8:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM Saturday 9:00 AM –– 4:00 PM4:00 PM

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CREATIVE WRITERS...Winners of The Leader/Times inaugural Bernard Heeney
Creative Writing Contest gather with Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky next to the
Bernard Heeney memorial tree outside of Town Hall on June 10.

SP Residents Hold Picnic
to Save Brookside Park

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - The first an-
nual Friends of Brookside Park Fam-
ily Picnic took place this past Sunday
in attempt to raise awareness about a
township proposal for a 40,000 square
foot Recreation Center with an artifi-
cial turf soccer field, baseball field,
lighting and 216-space parking lot.

The picnic was hosted by SPACE
(Scotch Plains Advocates for the Con-
servation of the Environment), an
organization comprised of a large
number of local families concerned
about the future of Brookside Park,
which is located on Hetfield Avenue
and is the only undisturbed natural
location owned by the township.

SPACE’s vision, as stated on their
website, is “a renovated Brookside
Park that will provide a year-round
free and unstructured environment
for passive recreation by both young
and old in the neighborhood and the
community at large, while maintain-
ing a surrounding woods and pond as
a peaceful natural habitat for the ex-
isting flora and fauna.”

The renovation project would be
funded through the Open Space Trust
Fund, established in 1999 and fi-
nanced by tax dollars for the purpose
of acquiring, developing, maintain-
ing and administering land for pres-
ervation as open space.

The picnic, which featured a
baseball game, foul shot contest,
poker and arts and crafts, had a
turnout of about 50 people, includ-
ing the township council candi-
dates. SPACE founder and orga-
nizer David Minchello described
the purpose of the picnic as a way
to show the park’s value to the
community.

“We’re having a lot of fun here
today. It makes us realize what we’re
fighting for,” Mr. Minchello said.

Mr. Michello’s wife, Prim, con-
veyed her worries that parking would
become a problem if the park is reno-

vated. Comparing Brookside to
Houlihan Field in Westfield, which
was renovated with artificial turf, she
described how people park along
Lamberts Mill Road to play at
Houlihan.

“This (Hetfield Avenue) is a resi-
dential area,” Mrs. Michello said.

Mrs. Michello also said living near
Brookside allows her to watch people
using the park passively, coming and
going as they please. Residents have
expressed concerned that they may
not be able to use the park whenever
they want if fields are installed.

“The days of free play are over
here,” Mrs. Minchello said.

Included in the picnic’s attendees
were Neal Lestrange, Kevin Glover
and Jeffrey Strauss, Democratic can-
didates for township council. The can-
didates expressed concern for the is-
sue, pointing out the graffiti and agree-
ing that is “inexcusable” for such the
park to be in such a state of “disar-
ray.”

“We are not against ball fields. The
question is just where and how,” Mr.
Strauss said.

Scotch Plains residents and neigh-
bors of Brookside Park also voiced
their concerns over renovating the
area.

“I think this is one of the few parks
adults can enjoy as well, because it
has open spaces where you can read
or listen to music. You don’t have to
skateboard to enjoy Brookside Park,”
Scotch Plains resident Mary Smith
said.

“I like it because it has a lot of
trees, so when it’s summertime, the
park is shady,” said Ani O’Brock, an
8-year-old at McGinn Elementary
School.

“Our goal is to keep an eye on
development,” Mr. Minchello said.
“We just want to have a voice in the
process.”

More information on SPACE and
Brookside Park is available at
savebrooksidepark.org.

Freeholders Adopt Budget;
Taxes to Increase $1.7 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

ELIZABETH – The county free-
holder board adopted the
$400,809,974 county budget last
Thursday by a 9-0 vote. The spending
represents an increase of 2.6 percent,
or $10.3 million, over last year’s bud-
get. The county tax levy will rise $1.7
million to $226.6 million.

County officials announced that
270 county employees have expressed
interest in the county’s early retire-
ment plan. In addition, the county has
submitted a plan to the state for lay-
offs. If approved, those cuts would be
announced in August, according to
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

County officials are also imple-
menting employee vacation buyback
and furlough programs again this year.
The furlough program encourages
workers to take two days without pay.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said officials had an “a
very tough year” in drafting the bud-
get. He said the message delivered
this year to department directors was
“business outside the box.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada, who
chaired the board’s fiscal committee,
said the county the average tax in-
crease would be $58.97 per home-
owner. He said tax increases range
from a high of $151 in Berkeley
Heights to a low of $7 in New Provi-
dence. Taxes will increase $55 per
homeowner in Westfield, $53 in
Scotch Plains, $74 in Fanwood and
$62 in Garwood.

He said the committee reduced
County Manager George Devanney’s
$413 million executive budget by $1.7
million. That plan represented a $23
million hike over last year.

Freeholder Estrada said the com-
mittee was able to generate $300,000
in savings in juvenile relocation costs,
a $415,000 reduction in interest pay-
ments on county debt, $119,000 sav-
ings on phone usage through restric-
tions on 411 calls, a half-million re-
duction in costs through contractual
settlements with employees and a
$500,000 savings in health insurance
costs.

“We recognize that the burden is on
the taxpayers,” Freeholder Estrada
said.

Mr. Devanney said the county’s
hiring freeze would remain in effect.
He said department directors were
able to develop “creative methods” in
reducing spending this year.

Among those was a plan by the
parks and recreation department to
contract with a soft drink vendor to
place vending machines in county
parks. The county has hired Culinary
Ventures Vending and will receive 21
percent of the total revenue generated
by the company, Mr. D’Elia said. In
addition, the human services depart-
ment is working to garner a vendor to
provide advertising to be placed on
the county’s Paratransit vehicles.

County residents offered a number
of budget recommendations. Tina
Renna of Cranford, representing the
Union County Watchdog Association,
said she has found through her efforts
that 542 county employees have the
same surnames as elected officials
and other county officials. She said
“county nepotism” is likely higher
since other relatives with different
names are also on the county payroll.

Ms. Renna also said Richard
Stender, the husband of Assembly-
woman Linda Stender, has received
contracts for printing services that on
two occasions were $20,000 higher
than the lowest bidder. She also said
the mother-in-law of Mr. Devanney
was recently added to the county pay-
roll at $40,000 to serve as Ms.
Stender’s assistant at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital.

She said her organization has found
that the county spent $7 million on
phone calls last year through the use
of 18 vendors. She said Mr. D’Elia
put the number at $1 million.

“It will be a priority for the Watch-
dog Association to analyze your pur-
chasing habits this year and we will
of course share all our findings with
the public,” Ms. Renna told the board.

Elizabeth Cox of Summit said be-
fore the freeholders consider giving
themselves a raise at the end of the
year they should “think about your
employees first.”

Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth said
the county should consider bringing
leagues back to the county golf
courses to increase usage and rev-
enues to the county after high school
teams are finished using the facili-
ties.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson,
citing deaths at the juvenile detection
center and county jail and the high
number of lawsuits against the county,
said, “no one is being held account-
able” in the county.

“I think you should tighten your
accountability standards,” he said.

In other business, Roselle Park
Mayor Joseph DeIorio asked the
board for assistance on a speeding
problem an eight-block area on East
Lincoln Avenue between Chestnut
Street and Galloping Hill Road.

Roselle Park Councilman Rick
Matarante said police recently took
action and issued 71 speeding tickets
on the street.

Freeholder Mirabella assigned
Freeholder Chester Holmes, a retired
Rahway police detective, to take the
lead on the issue by working with
county and local officials.

The board’s next meeting will be
held at Rahway City Hall on Thurs-
day, June 22 at 6:30 p.m.

By Glenn Mortimer, Candidate for Freeholder

Union County Property Tax,
It is the Forgotten Tax

ANNUAL CONVENTION…The New Jersey State First Aid Council held its 78th
Annual Mid-Year Convention in May at the Burlington County Institute of
Technology in Westampton.  Pictured from left to right are Jill and Tim Joo,
Edgewater Park; State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., (LD-21, Westfield); Council
President Sue Van Orden, Lincoln Park; Howard Meyer, Berkeley Heights; Bill
and Alice Rowley, Lumberton and Phil Wein, Maple Shade.  The council repre-
sents more than 20,000 EMS volunteers statewide. 

We have heard time and time again
that property taxes are too high. The
public has looked to state and local
officials to rectify this problem.
Largely ignored are the effects of
Union County taxes. County taxes
(excluding the open space trust fund)
comprise between a fifth and a quar-
ter of most resident’s property tax
bills. This is roughly the same as the
portion of the total property tax bill
that goes to running municipal gov-
ernment in many towns. Furthermore
the county tax levy has been rising
faster than the local tax levies in many
towns.

I am a councilman in Mountainside,
and will use my town as an example
of how Union County taxes affect the
“average” resident’s tax bill. Since
the year 2000, the municipal portion
of the tax bill has increased by almost
28 percent. During this time the gov-
erning body has asked departments to
increase their productivity. Efficiency
in purchasing and shared services ne-
gated some of the effects of various
state-mandated increases.

Over the same period of time Union
County taxes have increased over 51
percent for the average Mountainside
homeowner. Once again this does not

include the open space trust fund.
County taxes are increasing at a

rapid rate due to increased spending.
The total Union County budget has
increased by over $100 million since
2000. While a portion of that spend-
ing has been offset by increased state
and federal grant money and non-tax
county revenues (i.e. increased greens
fees at county golf courses), nearly
$80 million will be borne by the Union
County taxpayer. If the Union County
tax levy had grown at the
Mountainside rate, it would have been
$36 million less. Which would trans-
late to approximately a 15 percent
lower county tax bill for the average
Union County taxpayer. I have found
similar results for other Union County
towns as well.

My running mates, Pat Quattocchi
and Diane Barabas, and I all agree
that the Union County taxpayer has
been required to pay too much.
Throughout the campaign, we will
offer specific suggestions on how to
improve the efficiency of Union
County government.

To learn more, please visit our
website www.Unioncountygop.org or
call our county headquarters at (908)
789-0200.
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