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POLICE BLOTTER

WF GOP Reelects
Bramnick Chairman
WESTFIELD – State Assembly-

man Jon Bramnick (LD-22, Westfield)
was re-elected as chairman of the
Westfield Republican Committee at a
meeting held Monday night.

Asm. Bramnick, an attorney with
offices in Scotch Plains, did not face
any opposition and said he was
“proud” to accept the leadership role.

“Our organization always places
Westfield first,” he said.

He said that Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky has been “a great leader”
and that he is “proud of the job Andy
has done as mayor.”

“I look forward to working with
Andy and the (town) council to move
Westfield forward,” he said.

The executive board of the Repub-
lican Party was also announced: Vice
Chairman of Operations, Town Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca; Vice Chair-
man of Campaigns, Frank Arena; Vice
Chairman of Administration, Keith
Loughlin; Vice Chairman of Finance,
Beth Nilsen; Secretary, Bill West, and
Legal Counsel, former councilman
Matt Albano.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, June 7, a resident of Hunter

Avenue reported that he received several
calls from someone who asked him about
his personal business and then hung up.

Thursday, June 8, an owner of a Route
22 business reported that a former cus-
tomer had been making repeated calls to
her business and then hanging up.

Thursday, June 8, the owner of a Route
22 gas station reported that a vehicle
ordered $6 worth of gas and fled without
paying.

Sunday, June 11, police said someone
sprayed graffiti on a building on Westfield
Avenue. The cost of the damage was $50.

Sunday, June 11, a resident of Ever-
green Avenue reported that someone
slashed the tires of his vehicle while it
was parked in his driveway. The tires
were valued at $200.

Fanwood
Wednesday, June 7, a resident of

Russell Road reported that someone took
her wallet from her unlocked vehicle while
it was parked in front of her house.

Thursday, June 8, Martina Oleforo, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
outstanding warrant out of Oakland for
$164. Innocent Oleforo, 54, of Plainfield
was arrested at headquarters for an out-
standing Irvington warrant.

Saturday, June 10, Andy Brown, 37, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for numer-
ous outstanding warrants out of South
Plainfield totaling $2,902.

Sunday, June 11, David Sheffield, 33,
of Irvington was arrested on a $129 war-
rant out of Irvington following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, June 12, Gregory Morris, 24,
of Scotch Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
an active $210 warrant out of Union Town-
ship $210.

Monday, June 12, Gem Lashley, 51, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue for a $1,000
warrant out of Watchung.

Mountainside
Friday, June 2, police said a resident

reported discrepancies on her account
and notified the bank of the fraudulent
charges. The incident is under investiga-
tion by the detective bureau.

Saturday, June 3, Mark Lovett, 43, of
Orange was arrested at the Union Police
Department for active warrants out of
Woodbridge, Newark and Livingston to-
taling $2,963.

Sunday, June 4, Adriana Bernal, 29, of
South Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for speeding on Route
22, and charged with operating a vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license.

Wednesday, June 7, a Bridle Path resi-
dent reported that he was contacted by his
credit card company of unauthorized
charges on his card. The victim has since
closed the account and the incident is
under investigation, police said.

Wednesday, June 7, a Rodman Lane
resident reported that while upon his return
from a trip out of the country for several
weeks he noticed that several items had
been stolen from his house. He told police
he had hired painters to paint the interior of
his house while he was away. The victim
reported eight watches as well as a porce-
lain statue were missing, police said.

Thursday, June 8, Timothy P. Blue, 38,
of Newark was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22, and charged with

driving an unregistered vehicle, operating
a vehicle with a suspended license, and
consumption of an alcoholic beverage in a
vehicle. He was also charged with numer-
ous outstanding warrants, police said.

Westfield
Sunday, June 4, Michael Sidnam, Jr.,

19, of Cranford was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $1,000 bail.

Monday, June 5, Bernard Jennings, 49,
of Plainfield was arrested at the Middlesex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant with $500 bail. Addi-
tionally, there was an outstanding motor
vehicle warrant for Jennings from
Fanwood, also with bail set at $500. He
was transported to the Union County jail
and committed pending a court date in
Westfield.

Monday, June 5, Mark Rosenberg, 54,
of Westfield responded to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an outstand-
ing Weehawken traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $50 bail.

Wednesday, June 7, Luis Medina, 53,
of Elizabeth was arrested in the 100 block
of Central Avenue on two Elizabeth con-
tempt of court warrants. He was released
on his own recognizance per the Eliza-
beth Police Department.

Wednesday, June 7, the owner of a
business in the 1000 block of South Av-
enue, West, reported the theft of a bi-
cycle.

Thursday, June 8, Edward Singhbaba,
21, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
issued by Holmdel. He was released after
posting $283 bail.

Thursday, June 8, Marcus Byron, 42,
of North Plainfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway on a Newark motor ve-
hicle warrant. He was being held on $400
bail.

Friday, June 9, a resident of the 600
block of Boulevard reported that a lamp
pole was damaged at her residence.

Friday, June 9, a resident of the 300
block of Washington Street reported that
two exterior light fixtures were damaged
at her residence.

Friday, June 9, a four-foot-tall, free-
standing cedar mailbox was reported dam-
aged in the 500 block of Codding Road.

Saturday, June 10, Enrique Penaloza,
22, of Westfield was arrested on charges
of burglary, simple assault, criminal mis-
chief and driving while intoxicated (DWI)
in the 400 block of Boulevard.

Penaloza allegedly forced his way into
the home of a 21-year-old male acquain-
tance with whom he had earlier had a
verbal dispute with and assaulted the man.
Police said the victim struck his head
fleeing the premises but did not require
medical attention. The suspect was held
in lieu of $3,500 cash bail at the Union
County jail.

Saturday, June 10, Pedro Rubio, 31, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
DWI on South Avenue, West. He also
was charged with refusal to submit to an
alcotest while at Westfield police head-
quarters. Rubio was held until sober.

Sunday, June 11, Daniel Noonan, 18,
of Westfield was arrested in the 500 block
of Westfield Avenue and charged with
DWI following a one-vehicle accident.
Noonan, who complained of shoulder
pain and had scrapes on one shoulder,
refused medical attention and was re-
leased to his father.
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SP Council Hears Resident
Comments Re. Ballfields

ability.
Presently, fields at the nearby Union

County Vocational-Technical Schools
on Raritan Road are being renovated
into turf fields.

“Land is at a premium” in Scotch
Plains, Mayor Marks said, adding
that turf fields are more durable than
natural grass surfaces, while lighted
fields will allow for night games to be
played.

In addition, he urged township resi-
dents to contact the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, which
has formed an advisory committee
charged with recommending uses for
the Seville Ponderosa property on
Cooper Road, about the potential for
developing additional ball fields on
the 22-acre site. The county-owned
property was set for development as a
children’s zoo before neighborhood
opposition quashed the idea.

Several residents living near
Brookside Park asked the council
not to rush to renovate that park,
which borders the Westfield Me-
morial Pool property. David
Marchello, a representative of a
neighborhood group called Friends
of Brookside Park, asked for “smart
development” of what he called “a
passive recreational facility,” and
he asked the council to seek his
group’s input in any future refur-
bishment plans.

Mayor Marks said that Brookside
“is not just a passive park,” noting the
baseball field and basketball court
that are located there. He said that
communicating with neighbors be-
fore any park development is “stan-
dard practice” and told Mr. Marchello

that there are “no plans for Brookside
Park at present.”

A Hillcrest Drive resident asked
township officials to conduct a traffic
study on Hetfield Avenue before
moving forward with any redevelop-
ment of the park, saying the street has
become “a thoroughfare between
Route 22 and the Parkway” and warn-
ing that if the park is expanded,
Hetfield Avenue will become a “four-
lane highway.”

“When the time comes, we will
have interaction with the commu-
nity,” the mayor said, adding that,
“the time will come.” He later re-
peated his comments, saying that
“something will happen there,” al-
though plans have not yet been final-
ized.

The mayor told residents that con-
ceptual plans for Brookside, which
were seen by some residents earlier
this year and included new lighted
turf fields and a senior citizen center,
were looked at by the council, which
“felt a plan of that magnitude was not
appropriate there.”

Mayor Marks said that while he
understood the concerns of residents
about the impact a redeveloped park
could have on their neighborhood,
he asked them “to see what’s in the
best interest of the entire commu-
nity. We need to be sensitive to indi-
vidual neighborhoods and concerns,
but we also need to be concerned
with what’s best for Scotch Plains as
a whole.”

He said it was important to “pro-
mote quality-of-life for neighbor-
hoods while accommodating the need
for more ball fields.”

Cassie Lo for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROFESSIONAL BARBEQUE…The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Business
Professional Associations held a joint barbeque at La Grande Park on Tuesday,
June 13. Pictured, left to right, are: Tighe Chemidlin, Jeff Stein, SPBPA President
Lisa Mohn and FBPA President Peter Chemidlin.

ries/bleeding and broken bones, pos-
session of opium/cocaine and terror-
ist threats.

UCESC Liaison and BOE member
Alice Hunnicut told The Times that in
the past, the board held three-year
leases with the UCESC, but this
stopped when “we started to take a
look at reclaiming space.”

Ms. Hunnicut said that the current
lease Hillcrest operates under includes
a verbal agreement that the Westfield
school district would give Hillcrest a
12-month notice of non-renewal. “It’s
a Catch-22 for me. I feel that the
issues the parents brought up (at the
meetings) are serious. However, these
students are not juvenile delinquents,
and they have a right to feel safe, too.”

Ms. Hunnicut said that she sug-
gested to BOE President Anne Riegel
that the issue be brought up as a
superintendent’s report item at the
next board meeting on Wednesday,
June 21. “Board members brought up
a whole bunch of questions about
this…the board also needs to figure
out what programs will have to be cut
to make up for the $150,000 income
generated from leasing the school.”

Residents have offered suggestions
for relocating the students who at-
tend the school. Among them are
sending the students back to Eliza-

beth or moving the students to
Hillcrest Academy North, located at
2630 Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The UCESC operates the
North facility.

In a letter sent to the BOE, school
neighbors Sue Hopper and Lisa Stern
state, “They can move the 30 or so
returning South (Westfield) students
to the North (Scotch Plains) location.
Since the Elizabeth school system is
doing so well with their educational
pursuits there should not be any more
students asked to leave their system.”

“Therefore, no new students, or
perhaps just a few should be new to
the program. The Hillcrest North lo-
cation is already set up for the AHP
program so there would be no costs to
transfer the students there. This loca-
tion is not in a residential area,” states
the email.

The Hillcrest Academy North is
home of the former Alexander Muir
School, built in 1915. It closed in
1974 as a Scotch Plains school, but
housed the board of education offices
until 1982. It was sold in 1985.

The facility is adjacent to a resi-
dential neighborhood located between
Richmond Street and Hamlette Place.
It sits across from Scotch Hills golf
course. Behind the school is
Jerseyland Park, which features a
baseball field, picnic area, basketball
court and children’s playground.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Vice
President Linda Nelson said the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict has not owned the building for
decades and does not have any im-
pact on what takes place at the school.

“We don’t own it. The reason it is
located on Plainfield Avenue is be-
cause the students who attend will not
have a lot of distractions,” she said.

USESC Superintendent Ed Hartnett
will retire on July 1. His replacement
will be William Petrino, the current
UCESC Superintendent in Rahway.

FW Council Honors Rescue
Team, Tree Commission Chair

Mayor Mahr told the Lings to con-
tact the borough if they run into any
complications, and she told them
about the borough’s new ordinance,
which permits larger temporary con-
struction signs at job sites to inform
residents about what’s to come.

At its June 13 regular council meet-
ing, the council debated amongst
themselves the issues of amending
the land use code and re-zoning of
Stagaard Place, a small, primarily
residential local road that connects
South and LaGrande Avenues.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce said
she is against the alteration but moved
to pass the motion so Fanwood resi-
dents would have an opportunity to
voice their opinion “and tell them what
direction they want to go in” at the
public meeting on Thursday, July 13.

The debate came a week after a
discussion at its June 7 meeting.

At the June 7 meeting, the govern-
ing body – noting the attendance of
about a half dozen residents – ad-
justed their schedule to move up con-
sideration of the ongoing issue of
potentially redeveloping two proper-
ties on Stagaard Place.

The planning board had asked the
council to consider changing the zon-
ing of the two properties (identified
as lots 11 and 12, or street numbers 28
and 36) from light industrial to resi-
dential, possibly opening the door for
the future construction of townhouses.

At that meeting, a majority of the
council members expressed support
for the proposed rezoning.

Noting the Planning Board’s re-
zoning request, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said, “We ought
to give it very serious consideration.”

Councilman Walsh said the issue

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Each month, the
Fanwood Council and Mayor Col-
leen Mahr designate a “special per-
son who does special things” as the
volunteer of the month. The month of
June’s honor went to Steven Falco,
chairman of the Shade Tree Commis-
sion. The committee is responsible
for tree maintenance on both private
and public property.

Mr. Falco thanked other members
of the commission and reported that
they are currently applying for a Union
County grant to help fund new trees.

Present at the June 13 regular meet-
ing were several members of the Cen-
tral Jersey Technical Rescue Team, a
non-profit organization-based out of
Fanwood whose volunteers are called
upon to assist with difficult search-
and-rescue cases.

In December of last year, they aided
the Fanwood Police Department in
locating an elderly resident who was
missing. Mayor Mahr said she
“wanted to take opportunity to let the
rest of Fanwood know (about) the
wonderful work they do.”

In other business, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Rotary Club is in the pro-
cess of restoring the historical 18th-
century Betty Frazee House, located
at the intersection of Raritan and
Terrill Roads in Scotch Plains. Ro-
tary representative Pat Plante of
Fanwood said the club hopes to com-
plete the restoration in seven to 10
years and estimates it will cost $1

million. She said the “community is
very excited” about the project, and
has already received grant money and
conducted fundraisers to raise the
necessary funds.

Councilman Joseph Higgins re-
ported that the Fanwood Recreation
Commission received “two blows”
when Linda Caminiti, Executive Di-
rector of the commission, and Robert
Burke, head of Fanwood Youth Orga-
nization (FYO) baseball, announced
their impending resignations.

Councilman Higgins said adver-
tisements will be placed to fill Ms.
Caminiti’s position by the beginning
of September and that the commis-
sion will be “seeking out coaches to
work out an organizational structure”
so that FYO baseball can continue.

The council passed a resolution to
allow Mayor Mahr to sign an inter-
local agreement with Scotch Plains
for shared services of Fanwood’s tax
collector. Mayor Mahr said this is
“another example of how shared ser-
vices are helping (Fanwood) to lower
cost and be more efficient.”

Councilman Jack Molenaar ex-
pressed his “displeasure” over the
issue of additional parking spaces at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and Evergreen School, saying it is
“providing what is desired, not what
is necessitated.” He said the board of
education should push other solu-
tions to the parking problem, such as
limiting the number of parking per-
mits distributed or promoting alter-
native modes of transportation.

“is not about townhouses, it’s about
redevelopment of these lots as resi-
dential or light industrial use.”

Councilman Jack Molenaar, as he
did when the issue came up at a previ-
ous council meeting this spring, said
the council should hold off on any
rezoning decision for Stagaard Place
pending the results of a grant-funded
South Avenue corridor planning study.

“I’m obviously not in the major-
ity,” Councilman Molenaar said, ques-
tioning “the urgency” for making a
decision now. “You can’t rush plan-
ning; rushed planning leads to bad
planning decisions,” he said.

Each resident who spoke at the meet-
ing opposed any potential townhouse
project, voicing concerns about traf-
fic, safety and chronic flooding.

“It’s a very small street,” said Gail
Garozzo. “This is a quiet neighbor-
hood and the traffic flow would be
ridiculous,” she said, presenting the
Borough Clerk with a petition signed
by about 35 residents.

Local resident Peter Kramer said
that the neighborhood has been resi-
dential for more than 70 years.

“We would like to keep it that way,”
Mr. Kramer said, adding that the two
properties in question were rezoned
as light industrial long after the homes
on Stagaard Place were built.

Joseph Ursino said a group of neigh-
borhood residents has hired a local
attorney to represent them, and he
urged the governing body to prevent
the development of townhouses on
the properties, saying it would have a
negative impact on the quality of life.

“This would send an excellent mes-
sage to builders that we’re serious
about preserving the quality of life in
the community,” he said.
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SP-F Board of Education
lunches before you attack a cupcake.”

BOE President Thomas Russo said
there would be further discussion at
the board’s Thursday, June 29 meet-
ing.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal David
Heisey and Athletic Director Rob
Harmer gave a report on the first
season of the high school junior
varsity ice hockey team. They rec-
ommended that the program be ex-
tended for next year and expand to
include an additional team at the
varsity level.

Mr. Harmer described it as a “tre-
mendous season” and Mr. Russo ex-
tended a “thank you” to the parents
for funding the entire season.

Hockey players attending the meet-
ing gave a unanimous “yes” when
asked if the season was everything
they hoped it would be.

The board passed the resolution to
extend the hockey program into
2007.

Negotiations Committee Chair-
woman Linda Nelson announced
that after 18 months of negotiat-
ing, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA)
and the BOE have reached a tenta-

tive agreement regarding teacher’s
contract. The agreement came
around 4 a.m., ending a 10-hour-
long meeting on May 31. Paper-
work still needs to be drawn up and
the BOE and SPFEA must vote on
the agreement.

Mr. Russo voiced his “apprecia-
tion” of “the negotiation committee’s
hard work.”
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Fanwood Council
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Hillcrest Academy Lease
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Planning Bd.
enue for exiting the property. He said
he would make “a concerted effort” to
have equipment exit and enter the site
during hours when children are not
walking to and from schools, such as
nearby Evergreen School.

Township officials said they would
incorporate these “promised actions”
to make the building “as unobtrusive
as possible” as they settle on a final
site design.

County GOP Reelects
Phil Morin Chair

CRANFORD – Phil Morin of
Cranford was reelected as chair-
man of the Republican Committee
of Union County at the
committee’s organization meeting
held at the Orange Avenue School
in Cranford Tuesday night. Mr.
Morin, a former Cranford mayor
and councilman, was reelected to
a second two-year term. He has
served in the position since June
2004.

Dan Nozza of Elizabeth
mounted an unsuccessful chal-
lenge against Mr. Morin for the
leadership position. Information
on the committee can be obtained
at: www.unioncountygop.org.


