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BOE, Public Discuss Proposed
Student Wellness, Nutrition Policy

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) heard a presentation about the
proposed student wellness and nutri-
tion policy at its June 8 meeting.

Kathleen Meyer, coordinator of
public information and co-chair-
woman of the committee, said that
the policy comes in response to the
Child Nutrition Act of 2004 that re-
quires the district implement a
wellness policy by 2007.

According to Ms. Meyer, the law
“provided a blank framework,” which
the committee has expanded upon
over the last six months, creating a
more “stringent policy.”

The policy, as presented, eliminates
“all forms of candy” and any foods of
“minimal nutritional value,” includ-
ing soda and gum. The policy also
sets nutritional standards for certain
allowed foods and mandates that all
foods brought in by students or par-

ents must meet those criteria.
The policy currently states that there

are “no edible treats permitted for cel-
ebration of birthdays during the school
day.” Ms. Meyer said the committee
was evenly divided over this issue.

Board members questioned sev-
eral elements of the policy, including
whether food allergies currently cre-
ate a major problem and whether time
management plays a real role in the
elimination of birthday treats.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
asked whether state law requires that
the policy prohibit bringing food from
home. Ms. Meyer said that students
would still be permitted to bring food
to school.

Board member Craig Nowlin asked
whether any of the students at Coles
School, who celebrated all birthdays
this year with non-edible treats,
showed diminished enthusiasm. Coles
Principal Dr. Deborah Evans said the
children were “just as excited” and
that the staff is “trying to keep the

focus on teaching and learning.”
Parents also questioned the com-

mittee. Multiple parents said that
they were under the impression that
the policy’s nutritional standards
would apply to refundable school
lunches.

Mark Vidovich, President of
Pomptonian Food Services, said that
there are already state standards for
cafeteria food and that the proposed
policy will not affect them.

Multiple parents said they were “out-
raged” at this new information, since
the cafeteria fare such as “popcorn
chicken, tacos and hotdogs” is, in their
opinion, “incredibly unhealthy.”

Nowlin said that the misunderstand-
ing was created by a phrase in the
policy that states: “standards for all
foods that are sold or served any-
where on school property,” which
would include school lunches.

Robert Broders of Fanwood said,
“I suggest that you fix the school

Chrissy Hamway for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVE BROOKSIDE PARK…Scotch Plains residents gather on June 11 at the
first annual Friends of Brookside Park picnic. Scotch Plains Advocates for the
Conservation of the Environment (SPACE) sponsored the picnic to raise aware-
ness about a possible renovation of the park. See related story on page 2.
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Sara Magnola for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THEM EAT (CUP)CAKE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion listens to public comments about the proposed nutrition policy at its meeting
on June 8.

Court Postpones
Chemidlin Hearing

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Sierre
Leone court hearing scheduled for
Tuesday for a Scotch Plains resident
charged with espionage has been post-
poned again until Tuesday, June 20,
according to Emmy Salerno of
Edison, sister of Michael Chemidlin,
58.

Chemidlin, a missionary and former
National Guard staff sergeant, was
arrested on April 29 for conspiracy
while taking pictures of the United
Nations court complex. After the con-
spiracy charges were dropped,
Chemidlin returned to the prison to
pick up his passport and belongings,
at which point he was rearrested for
espionage.

Chemidlin is barred from leaving
the country and faces 15 years in
prison if convicted of the charges.
Updates are available at
freeunclemike.org.

SP Officials to Review Plans For Parks Equipment Shed
After Residents Raise Concerns at Planning Board Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials this week promised to make
some changes to the site plan for a new
equipment storage facility on Plainfield
Avenue after multiple neighborhood
residents raised various concerns the
Planning Board Monday night.

Speaking about the new facility at
the board’s meeting on Monday,
Township Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Ray Poerio said the new facil-
ity, which will be situated across from
Memorial Field where Plainfield Av-
enue becomes Westfield Avenue,
would be a five-bay structure that
would store several new specialized
pieces of equipment to maintain fields
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as
well as ones under the purview of the
board of education.

He said there would not be a con-
stant flow of traffic at the facility.
Field equipment is currently stored at
multiple locations.

“It made sense to house” all the
equipment in one place, he said.

He presented two options for the

26-foot by 88-foot building; one calls
for it to face Westfield Avenue in a
more head-on direction than the sec-
ond option.

Patricia Yarussi, a Westfield Av-
enue resident who lives directly across
the street from the planned facility,
complained about the existing condi-
tion of the site, which is surrounded
by a stockade fence. She said leaves
are disposed there in the fall and, with

the bare trees of winter, the view from
her home is unsightly.

She said a new storage facility
would mean she would be looking at
an “unsightly” building and asked
why the structure couldn’t be located
somewhere else. She said that town-
ship officials have, over the years,
“made promises and not kept them,”
citing, among other things, the
ballfields at Memorial Field. She said

her property is frequently littered af-
ter games there and said that small
yard decorations have been stolen.

Ms. Yarussi criticized the condi-
tion of the existing stockade fence
around the site across the street from
her house and asked if it could be
replaced or refurbished.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said that the storage facility was a shared
service project between Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and the board of education
and that it would be “hard to go over
[the existing] budget” for the project.

Mr. Poerio said he promised to
replace as much of the stockade fence
as possible and said the existing
Westfield Avenue gate leading to the
property would be replaced.

Adrian Robertiello, who also lives
across from the site, raised some safety
concerns, noting that the street has a 35-
mile per hour speed limit and the site is
located on a curve in the road. She said
she was concerned about pedestrians
and cyclists who frequent the area be-
ing put in harm’s way by trucks exiting
the Westfield Avenue gate.

Mr. Poerio said he promised to use
that gate only to enter the site and to
use the other access on Plainfield Av-

Sara Magnola for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ICEMEN...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Junior Varsity ice hockey team poses with Superintendent Carol Choye
after the board of education passed a resolution extending the hockey program into 2007.

Teachers, School Board Reach
Tentative Accord on New Contract

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association

(SPFEA) have reached a tentative
agreement on a new contract.

The settlement was reached at 4
a.m. on June 1, following 11 months
of negotiations and teacher rallies
and pickets.

“Everyone is very pleased. We
think that it is a fair contract. Both
sides had important issues, and we
were coming from two very differ-
ent places,” said Linda Nelson, BOE
Vice President and Chairwoman of
the board’s Negotiations Commit-
tee.

“The board was very pleased with
the help from the fact finder. Nor-
mally, he can only give two ses-
sions; he gave us four,” Ms. Nelson
said.

She said that the fact finder, Joel
Weisblatt, could only meet with the
board and the teachers once per month,
which caused the fact-finding phase
of negotiations to take longer than
expected.

Mr. Weisblatt has served as a griev-
ance arbitrator in thousands of dis-
putes in both the public and private
sectors. Some public sector matters
he has mediated involved employers
and unions at all levels of public
employment in New Jersey.

“If we went into superconcilliation,
then there would be no end in sight,”
Ms. Nelson said. “The board did not
want that.”

Ms. Nelson also said that it was
“unfortunate” that the cupcake and
nutrition policy “media frenzy”
overshadowed all of the “hard work”
that the board did to settle the dis-
pute.

Numerous phone calls to reach
Barbara McGuane, president of the
SPFEA, were not returned.

Dominick Giordano, SPFEA vice
president, said that he was not in-
volved in contract talks and thus
could not comment on the settle-
ment.

BOE officials said details of the
agreement could not be made public
until after the SPFEA meets later
this week to discuss and approve the
terms to be applied for salary guides.
The BOE is expected to vote to ap-
prove the contract at its Thursday,
June 29.

Teachers, secretaries, paraprofes-
sionals and custodians in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district have been
working under a contract that expired
on July 1, 2005.

Fanwood Council OK’s
South Ave. Redevelopment

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil examined two redevelopment is-
sues during its June 7 meeting and
revisited one of those issues at its
June 13 meeting.

The first issue – the redevelopment
of 234 South Avenue – was the focus
of a special meeting held immediately
prior to the regular agenda session.

At this meeting, the governing body,
acting in its capacity as the borough’s
redevelopment agency, approved a
resolution authorizing a redevelop-
ment agreement for the property.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said that
234 South Avenue is located within
the borough’s redevelopment area and
is currently zoned for a mix of resi-
dential and commercial use.

The borough’s special counsel on the
project, Frank Regan, said plans call for
demolishing the existing building and
rebuilding the site to provide 6,000
square feet of commercial space on the
ground floor and eight residential units
– possibly condos – on the second floor.
The project has been in the works for at
least two years, he said.

Mr. Regan said the new redevelop-
ment agreement is similar to others

that the borough has previously ap-
proved for another property next door
on South Avenue (mixed use), as well
as one for the former Dean Oil prop-
erty on LaGrande Avenue, which will
eventually be home to new townhouses.

“I think it’s important to point out
that all of these agreements were done
working with existing property own-
ers and did not require the borough to
use eminent domain,” Mr. Regan said,
noting that this approach has “more
or less” been a “mandate” from the
governing body on redevelopment
issues. “There are also additional
properties on the block (South Av-
enue) that I know the borough is
looking to redevelop,” he said.

Demolition at 234 South Avenue
could begin as soon as the end of this
month or early July once existing
utilities are shut off and other pre-
liminaries are addressed.

The applicants for the project, Mr.
and Mrs. Jeff and Helen Ling (En-
chantment Properties, LLC), indi-
cated that they are in the last stage of
finalizing architectural plans for the
new structure, in preparation for se-
curing final plans and permits to be-
gin constructing the new building.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUNDRAISING…The Center for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care Women’s
Auxiliary and the Northside Trattoria in Westfield hosted the third annual Wine
Tasting and Silent Auction on Monday night at the Trattoria. All proceeds from
the event benefit terminally ill in the Union County and surrounding communi-
ties. Pictured, left to right, are supporters Brian McGovern of Berkley Heights
and Jerry McGovern of Cranford and President and CEO of the Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care Bob Coloney.

Marks to Residents: ‘Don’t
Fight’ Over Playing Fields

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With ball
field upgrades throughout Scotch
Plains moving forward – and plans
for further field renovations under
active discussion – Mayor Martin
Marks asked township residents not
to “fight with each other” over the
placement of improved and expanded
playing fields.

“I don’t want to pit one area of

town against another, especially on
an issue such as this,” the mayor said
at Tuesday’s township council meet-
ing, at which residents commented
on the need for additional playing
fields for youth sports leagues.

An overflow crowd that jammed
the council chambers and spilled into
the hallways was made up mostly of
residents and sports league represen-
tatives who asked the township gov-
ernment to develop artificial turf fields
with lights as a way to alleviate the
present squeeze on available playing
areas.

Other residents in attendance asked
for caution or expressed opposition
to upgrading the present fields at
Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue.

Nearly a dozen residents spoke to
the council about the need for addi-
tional ball fields, with Rick Sands,
president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball League As-
sociation, presenting elected officials
with a petition bearing more than 400
signatures that urges the development
of turf fields and lighting.

Peter Farley, a local youth soccer
coach, said, “We’re running out of
places for the kids to play.” Others
expressed similar sentiments.

Councilman Frank Rossi, the gov-
erning body liaison to the recreation
commission, announced that the
commission would soon hold a hear-
ing with neighbors on a proposal to
develop a turf field with lights be-
hind the south-side firehouse, which
will expand the field’s hours of us-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Reviews Lease
For  Hillcrest Academy

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Residents of the
adjacent neighborhood of Hillcrest
Academy are waiting to see if the
board of education (BOE) will renew
the facility lease, which expires on
July 1.

“It doesn’t appear that we have to
extend the lease for more than 90
days,” School Superintendent Will-
iam Foley confirmed to  The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “I have asked
our attorney to take a look at the
lease. I have also asked the police to

give me the latest statistics of calls to
the school, the type of incidents and
whether they pose a threat” to the
adjacent neighborhood.

“In the event of a fight at the facil-
ity, the police are notified,” he said.

According to police data obtained
by The Times, there have been 48
incidents requiring police service at
the school from October 28, 2005
through May 3, 2006.

These calls consist of incidents such
as assault, incorrigible male, arson,
unfounded 911 calls, medical inju-
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Remember Dad on Sunday
Happy Father’s Day


