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Organization Honors Books That
Promote Peace And Social Justice

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Each year since 1953, the Jane
Addams Peace Association, in con-
cert with the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF), has recognized children’s
books that effectively promote the
cause of peace, social justice, world
community and the equality of the
sexes and races. The selected books
are bestowed with the Jane Addams
Peace Award.

To qualify, a book must have been
published in the United States in the
preceding year. This year, the 2005
Jane Addams Book Award Winners

span the topics of Title IX, Civil
Rights, and include stories about a
young girl living in a Saskatchewan
prairie community and two Mohawk
sisters who attend the Carlisle In-
dian Industrial School.

“Delivering Justice: W.W. Law and
the Fight for Civil Rights” won in
the Books for Younger Children cat-
egory. Published by Candlewick
Press, this book tells the story of a

mail carrier turned activist who helped
facilitate the integration of his Savan-
nah, Georgia community.

One of the publisher Lee and Low
Books, Inc.’s titles, “Poems to Dream
Together = Poemas Para Sonar Jun-
tos” written by Francisco X. Alarcon,
was named an honor book in the
Books for Younger Children category.
The book consists of 19 poems pre-
sented in both English and Spanish.

“Let Me Play: The Story of Title
IX, the Law that Changed the Future
of Girls in America” by Karen
Blumenthal, won the Jane Addams
Peace Award in the Books for Older
Children category. The book provides
historical detail about the 1971 bill
that brought equal education to girls.
“Let Me Play” is published by Ath-
eneum Books for Young Readers,
which is an imprint of Simon &
Shuster.

Two books were named Honor win-
ners in the Books for Older Children
category. The first, “The Crazy Man,”
by Pamela Porter, published by
Groundwood Books/House of Anansi
Press, takes place in a 1960s
Saskatchewan community. Twelve-
year-old Emaline’s story is inter-
twined with that of her mother, her
father and a mentally ill man named
Angus who is hired to work the fields
of the family farm after Emaline’s
father deserts the family.

The second Honor award for a Book
for Older Children was given to
“Sweetgrass Basket,” written by
Marlene Carvell, and published by
Dutton Children’s Books (a Division
of Penguin Young Readers Group).

Mattie and Sarah are two Mohawk
Indian sisters who are forced to at-
tend the Pennsylvania’s Carlisle In-

dian Boarding School at the turn of
the twentieth century. The story is
told from the point of view of each
of the sisters, who are very different
in personality. Four members of the
author’s husband’s Mohawk family
attended the notorious school, and it
is their experiences that she draws
upon in the writing of the book.

According to its website, http://
www.janeaddamspeace.org The
Jane Addams Peace Association was
founded in 1948 “to foster a better
understanding between the people
of the world toward the end that
wars may be avoided and a more
lasting peace enjoyed.”

The 2006 Jane Addams
Children’s Book Awards will be
presented Friday, October 20, in
New York City.

Carolyn DiProspero for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT DON’T MEAN A THING IF IT AIN’T GOT THAT SWING…The Loren
Daniels Trio, featuring from left, Loren Daniels, Bruce Jackson and Carl Scariati,
provide smooth listening for shoppers at Lord and Taylor on Tuesday July 18. The
trio joined two other groups to celebrate Lord and Taylor’s new fall fashions.

Terrill School’s Arts Studio
Enriches Children’s Summer

By CAROLYN DIPROSPERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –While sum-
mer may be a child’s favorite time of
the year, it can also be the most bor-
ing. Once the initial jubilation of
school ending wears off, the two
months of summer start to drag on.
Parents looking to fill up their child’s
idle time can take advantage of a
program found nearby at Terrill
Middle School.

The school is the headquarters for
The Performing Arts Studio Summer
Theatre Workshop, a camp of sorts
for young actors, dancers, singers or
anyone looking for summer time fun
with a musical score. Founded by
Robin Gerson Wong, the Theatre
Workshop provides kids of all ages
the opportunity to experience all as-
pects of a stage production.

The children are divided into three
divisions based on grade level and
each division puts on a different play.
Students at the workshop learn from
acting, dancing and musical directors
and are also responsible for some
elements of stage design.

This year’s selections include Beau-
tiful on the Inside written by Mrs.
Wong and performed by the Kids
Camp (grades kindergarten through
second), Annie performed by the
Youth Theatre Arts Workshop (grades
three through five) and Bye Bye Birdie
performed by the Teen Theatre Arts

Workshop (grades six through 10).
“I always try to pick shows that are

age appropriate with many charac-
ters to feature as many kids as pos-
sible,” said director Robin Gerson
Wong. “[The workshop] is not a star
vehicle and we are always conscious
about building self-esteem through
the arts.”

As an audience member at the
Workshop’s presentation of Annie on
Thursday July 20, the performance
was made even more enjoyable from
the excitement of the actors on stage.
Every performer seemed to thor-
oughly enjoy their time on stage and
put their all into their parts. “I think
the kids really rose to the occasion.
They should be thrilled with them-
selves,” said Mrs. Wong.

Performer Matt Kempner, a sev-
enth grader from Scotch Plains who
starred as Alfred in Bye Bye Birdie,
said of his workshop experience, “It’s
fun because you do acting, dancing,
singing and painting. You feel good;
you accomplish something. This was
my first big moment.”

The Performing Arts Theatre Work-
shop will offer performances of all
three plays again on August 3 begin-
ning at 6:45 p.m. The shows will be
held at Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains. For additional information on
the performance or the workshop,
contact The Performing Arts Studio
at (908) 412-6565.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the rigorous spring and early
summer planting season behind us,
it’s time to settle back into a chaise
lounge with a tall glass of iced tea and
just enjoy viewing the fruits (and

What Your Garden Needs Now
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flowers and vegetables) of your labor.
But after you indulge, keep in mind
that your garden still needs your care.

Bob Amberg, owner of Amberg
Perennial Farm & Garden Center in
Scotch Plains, says maintenance is
the key to keeping your garden thriv-
ing throughout the summer.

“Stay on top of cleaning up and
trimming any dead flowers regu-
larly,” Mr. Amberg advised. “That
will put the strength back into the
plant’s bud formation. Roses will go
back into another full bloom usu-
ally.”

Mr. Amberg also recommended a
dose of liquid fertilizer for annuals
and perennials.

“Between the heavy rains and wa-
tering, a lot of food is getting washed
away, and you want to replenish at
this point in the summer,” Mr.
Amberg said.

Now is also an excellent time to
replenish your vegetable garden. Mr.
Amberg reported that the first crop
of lettuces is finishing up, but an-
other crop could be planted to har-
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Dark Part Asks: ‘Why Can’t We
Be Happy With What We Had…?’

By KEREN SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – There are few contem-
porary plays in New Jersey that leave
audiences frozen in their seats for just
a couple of seconds after the play is
over; questioning everything they’ve
just seen. And maybe still later, won-
dering about the characters and how
reality and fantasy play a role in the
play, or in life, even. This is exactly
what happened after I finished watch-
ing The Dark Part of the Forest, writ-
ten by Tammy Ryan.

Presented by Premiere Stages at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theatre,
the stage doubles as a forest, or “some-
thing extracted from a Grimm’s
fairytale,” according to a program
note, and a modern American coun-
try home. The four main actors are
energetic and vibrant on stage and the
screenplay writing eerily real.

Producing Artistic Director John
Wooten, directed this 90-minute
piece, a psychological thriller and a
somewhat cautionary tale that
chronicles the story of Joan, a protec-
tive mother whose mind and memory
is haunted by a serial killer.

NO QUESTIONS ASKED…Harry Patrick Christian, center, leads a cast that
includes, clockwise: Gary Glor, Dennis DaPrile, Jerry Lazar and Noreen Farley
in Charles Busch’s freewheeling satire, The Lady in Question, a spoof on patriotic
1940’s cinema thrillers such as Notorious and Escape. Presented by The Theater
Project, Union County College’s Professional Theater Company, the comedy will
have its final performance on Sunday, July 30, at 3 p.m.

WYACT’s Ragtime Educates,
Entertains Audiences Equally

By RACHEL LEOPOLD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – For a show with an
underlying moral, it is sometimes dif-
ficult to balance its didactic and en-
tertaining qualities, often falling vic-
tim to becoming too obviously edu-
cational.

Thankfully, the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center’s (NJPAC) Summer
Musical Program’s and the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre’s
(WYACT) production of Ragtime gen-
erally escapes this fate as a show that
passes on great lessons of history but
is also extremely moving and power-
ful.

Ragtime, directed by Cynthia WHS Graduate Annette Baez
To Compete for Miss NJ Title

By CASSIE LO 
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Every little girl
dreams of being in a beauty pageant;
Westfield resident Annette Baez is
having her dream come true by com-
peting in the Miss New Jersey USA
pageant October 13-15 at the Hilton
Parsippany Hotel.

Annette moved
to Westfield from
Puerto Rico
shortly before her
senior year of high
school. She gradu-
ated from
Westfield High
School in 2005,
and is currently en-
rolled in the pre-
veterinary pro-
gram at Virginia
Tech.

The pageant weekend is comprised
of several events. On October 13,
participants will be involved in semi-
nars to teach them about pageant eti-
quette, including how to walk on stage.
The following day is the pageant,
which consists of interview, swim-
suit and formalwear sections.
Westfield’s Lord & Taylor is donat-
ing a swimsuit for Annette to wear
during the swimwear section and The
Guillotine on Central Ave. will be
doing her hair for the pageant.

Annette has been working hard for
the pageant; she hired a coach in-
volved with shows and theatre to help
her with the interview portion of the
competition.

Last year, over 300 girls competed
in the Miss New Jersey and Miss
Teen New Jersey USA pageants,
which are both held on the same week-

end. The winner of
the Miss New Jer-
sey USA pageant
will compete in the
Miss USA pageant
next year. Ulti-
mately, the winner
of Miss USA com-
petes with pageant
winners from all
over the world in
the Miss Universe
competition.

Participants in the pageant must
raise $1,100 before the pageant date
in order to compete. At the time of
press, Annette had received monetary
donations from Vicky’s Diner and
other area businesses and residents.

This is Annette’s first pageant, and
she is looking forward to participat-
ing: “I’m going to do it for the fun of
it – if I win, I win,” said Annette.

If you would like to sponsor Annette
in the pageant, please send donations
to Box 3072, Westfield, N.J. 07091 or
contact her at michy08@vt.edu.

GOOD TIMING...The New Jersey Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC) Summer
Musical Program’s and the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre’s (WYACT)
production of Ragtime recently concluded on July 23 and included three Westfield
residents. Above, the New Rochelle family performs one of the main numbers. On
their right are the Harlem residents, and on their left the Jewish immigrants.
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Joan, played by Toby Poser, is pro-
tective to the point of being neurotic.
She and her husband, Bill, played by
Gregory Northrop, build a home in a
rural area to the west of Pittsburgh, in
the hope of salvaging their frail mar-
riage and protecting their daughter,
Emily, played by Sarah Hyland, from
the dangers of the city—essentially,
though, in Joan’s subconscious, from
growing up.

The show takes us through the range
of emotions that the family goes
through after they move to a degree of
audience discomfort on occasion,
from marital arguments to mother
and daughter spats. Perhaps the main
reason for discomfort lies on the fact
that each squabble lies so close to the
surface.

The witty dialogue is sometimes
shocking as fairytales are superim-
posed and woven throughout the story
of this family. The stage is vibrant
with the play of light and shadows of
fairytales.

The cast’s chemistry and energy
are significant. Poser captures Joan’s
nuances and is never fazed at being
on stage during 99 percent of the
show. Ms. Hyland, who plays three
different characters, is notable on
stage, too, along with Mr. Northrop
and Rita Rehn.

“Why couldn’t we be happy with
what we had?” Joan asks again and
again, leaving the audience with the
pulsating question at the show’s end;
not a bad message to take home.

Dark Part of the Forest continues
through Sunday, July 30, at the Pre-
miere Stages at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre, Union; and can be
reached at (908) 737-7469.

Meryl, was performed July 14 through
23 and included three Westfield resi-
dents – Maurice Blackmon and Jen-
nifer Kujawski in the ensemble and
Jonathan Maimon playing percussion.

Based on E.L. Doctorow’s novel
and performed by elementary to col-
lege-aged students at NJPAC’s
Victoria Theater, Ragtime transports
the audience to early 20th century
New Rochelle, where social change

was as imminent as World War I.
Interwoven are the stories of the per-

secuted African-Americans Coalhouse
Walker, Jr., his fiancée Sarah and their
newborn child, the wealthy white fam-
ily that takes in Sarah and the baby, and
Jewish immigrants Tateh and his daugh-
ter who journey to America to find
success. An effective choice was to
divide the stage into different levels,
which allows action from the three
storylines to occur simultaneously.

The first number, “Ragtime,” excel-
lently shows the wariness of the
ethnicities toward each other. Cast mem-
bers portraying each of the three groups
move in tentative packs about the stage,
not daring to mix. Notable during this

number is Ragtime’s costuming; the
earthy patterns of the blacks and the
motley rags of the immigrants contrast
distinctly with the pressed pastels of
Mother, Father and the family.

Lauren Palmeri, who plays Mother,
turns out a wonderful performance as a
woman fighting against her husband’s
prejudices and resistance to change.
Despite Father’s (Alexander Diaz) dis-
may, Mother opens her home and heart
to Coalhouse’s family and, as displayed
in the beautiful and haunting “Back to
Before,” realizes that in this time of
social upheaval, women can no longer
come second to their husbands.

Another standout performance is
Okieriete Onaodowan as Coalhouse, a
piano player whose Model T is de-
stroyed by a bigoted gang, sending
him on a wild search for justice. How-
ever, when the only result is the mur-
der of his beloved Sarah (Josephine A.
Quaye) by policemen, Coalhouse
embarks on an even wilder hunt for
revenge. Onaodowan portrays
Coalhouse powerfully; the steely and
ominous look in his eyes as he holds
the dead Sarah in the final scene of Act
I, promises action and revenge follow-
ing intermission. Quaye, as well, with
a beautiful voice and reserved por-
trayal of Sarah, is excellent.

“Til We Reach that Day,” the song
performed by the entire company at
Sarah’s funeral, is an example of the
educational and entertaining balance that
Ragtime usually manages to strike. While
the song talks of a day when all people
will live in peace and questions, “What
is wrong with this country?” it does not
trade its soulful qualities for cliché ones.

In fact, it is quite interesting how
music is used throughout Ragtime to
parallel the intense social change
and relay historical lessons. When

Toby Poser in Dark Part of the Forest

Annette Baez

“We are very excited about the
grant. Dodge is very supportive of
our organization and we are very
grateful. They have enabled us to do
Ragtime, which is extremely impor-
tant with everything going on in the
world, and it’s a beautiful produc-
tion.”

Cynthia Meryl, artistic director of
WYACT

The Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion recently awarded its 2005
arts grants. The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) received
$25,000 and the Westfield Young
Actors’ Cooperative Theater
(WYACT) received $30,000.

“We feel extremely honored that
Dodge would drop this award for our
season-long project we are launching
called ‘Asian Influence in Western
Classical Music.’ We are long-time
recipients of this award and we are
proud to have an ongoing relation-
ship with the Dodge Foundation. We
see this as an endorsement of creative
and forward-thinking initiatives that
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
has taken for the community.”

David Wroe, music director of WSO


