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JAZZ DOWNTOWN…Framework with Lauren Shub plays in downtown
Westfield. They will perform at the 10th Annual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival on Tuesday, July 25.

HUNCHES IN BUNCHES…Several members of the Westfield Summer Work-
shop cast of Seussical, from left to right, include: Kelly Kapur, Alessandra
Manduca and Aleta Nadolny, bottom row; Emily McGurk, Cara Costa, Brian
Pollock and Malcolm Spurlock, middle row; The Cat in the Hat is Katie Rembisz.

Young Sleuths Learn Skills
At WF Summer Workshop

WESTFIELD – Students at the
Westfield Summer Workshop will be
investigating staged crimes this sea-
son in CSI: Westfield, a new course
offered at the 2006 Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop.

This course, under the direction of
Mike Burgess, a teacher at Washing-
ton Elementary School in Westfield,
is offered to students in fifth through
eighth grades. Students work as an
investigative team to analyze trace
evidence at made-up crime scenes.

The student “investigators” are ex-
cited about this course.

“The teacher makes some of us sus-
pects and then we have to figure out
who did it. We come up with questions
to ask, and then have to solve the
crime,” said Emma Forstenhausler.
“We created profile bags that have our
hair sample, handwriting sample and
fingerprints,” stated Caroline Zee, a
seventh grade student.

The students analyze their crime
scenes using basic fingerprinting tech-

niques, footprint analysis, bite mark
analysis and by studying handwriting
samples. Students also created record-
ings to analyze the sounds of a crime
scene and filter out background noise.

The students use their profile and
evidence bags to compare at the crime
scenes.

Mr. Burgess frequently uses ideas
from many sources, but all crime
scenes are age-appropriate.

“I research a lot of what I use in class
from television, books and the Internet,”
said Mr. Burgess. “It has been exciting
to read about a crime and try to stage it
to be age-appropriate for students.”

CSI: Westfield is one of more than 80
different courses offered at the Westfield
Summer Workshop, a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a non-
profit organization. For more informa-
tion on the Westfield Summer Workshop
or any year-round program of the NJWA,
call (908) 789-9696, visit the studios at
150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield or
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Free Rock & Soul Concert at
Echo Lake Park, August 2

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series continues on Wednesday,
August 2, with performances by the
Woodstock-rock tribute band Yasgur’s
Farm plus Jobonanno and The God-
sons of Soul. The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, led by Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella, invites the
public to attend this free concert,
which begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo
Lake Park.

Yasgur’s Farm performs rock mu-
sic from the Woodstock era. Its cover
versions of classic and modern rock
hits are sure to please fans of groups
including Santana; the Doobie Broth-
ers; the Who; Crosby, Stills, Nash &
Young; U2 and others.

Jobonanno and The Godsons of
Soul have entertained audiences as
an opening act for James Brown,
Eddie Money, Marshall Tucker, Gary
U.S. Bonds and many others. The
group’s highlight of 2003 was per-
forming at Giants Stadium with Bruce
Springsteen and The E Street Band.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
urges you to “bring the entire family,
pack a picnic basket, bring lawn chairs
or blankets to sit on and enjoy an
evening of rock and soul music in
Echo Lake Park.” The Union County

Information Van also will be at the
concert site, with representatives from
the Union County Division of Police
available to answer questions and offer
information about safety programs,
child car seat clinics and other impor-
tant services for Union County resi-
dents.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

August 9 – Mustang Sally (coun-
try);

August 16 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band);

August 23 – Ed Palermo Big Band
with Rob Paparozzi, sponsored by
Schering-Plough Corp.;

August 30 – The Party Dolls, spon-
sored by ConocoPhillips-Bayway Re-
finery.

If it rains, the concerts will be held
at the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, on West End
Place off Springfield Avenue in
Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For up-to-date
concert/rain information, call the
Parks and Recreation hot line at (908)
352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the concert.

For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities at (908) 527-
4900.

Number 13 Proves Lucky
For Fanwood’s Tom Plante

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Every issue of the po-
etry anthology EXIT 13 Magazine is a
special issue, but this year’s is just a little
bit more significant. The most recent
publication marks the thirteenth time that
EXIT 13 Magazine has been published.

EXIT 13 Magazine is subtitled “the
Crossroads of Poetry since 1988.” This
most likely has a lot to do with the
background of its editor, Tom Plante.

As a student at the University of
California at Berkeley, Mr. Plante
studied Geography.

I’ve always combined my love of
geography and writing,” he explains.

EXIT 13 Maga-
zine actually
evolved from an
annual poetry pub-
lication Mr. Plante
put together while
at Berkeley en-
titled Berkeley
Works. It was pub-
lished four times.

When Mr.
Plante relocated to New Jersey in
1986, his friends and colleagues from
Berkeley wanted to know if he would
continue publishing Berkeley Works.

He carried on the tradition, but de-
cided to change the publication’s name
from Berkeley Works to EXIT 13 Maga-
zine. The new publication was named
after the Elizabeth Exit off the New
Jersey Turnpike. Mr. Plante and his
wife were living in the Elmora section
of Elizabeth at the time.

“I took my interest in poetry with me
(to New Jersey),” Mr. Plante continued.
The first issue of EXIT 13 Magazine
was published in 1988, shortly after he
and his wife moved to Fanwood.

Over the years, EXIT 13 Magazine
has proven itself to be one of the
finest literary venues for contempo-
rary poets, no matter where they are
in their poetry-writing careers.

Inside the pages of Issue #13 of EXIT
13 Magazine, one finds the words of 50
poets, including 15 from New Jersey.
EXIT 13 Magazine also showcases the
work of poets from as far away as New

Zealand, Chile and Hungary.
While producing EXIT 13 Maga-

zine is an important part of Mr. Plante’s
life, it is not his main job. Currently he
is a writer and editor in the Union
County Office of Public Information.
Before that, he was on the news staff at
the Courier News for 10 years.

Mr. Plante has also written for the
Irish Echo newspaper in New York
City and for The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood before it became af-
filiated with the Westfield Leader.

The positions he has held allow Mr.
Plante to again reinforce his personal
connection to poetry.

“To me, poetry is another form of
reporting, and the
wonders of the
world around us
are the big news
stories,” he stated.

Calling EXIT 13
Magazine “a labor
of love,” Mr. Plante
works on it in his
spare time. A pas-
sion for poetry, not

profitability, is what drives him to edit
and publish EXIT 13 Magazine year
after year.

“I’m more concerned with sharing
the poetry and encouraging writers,
readers, and other publishers,” he said.

EXIT 13 Magazine is part of the
library collection at Rutgers Univer-
sity, Brown University, the State Uni-
versity of New York at Buffalo, the
University of Wisconsin at Madison
and the New York Public Library.

Along with Adele Kenny, Mr. Plante
also co-directs the Fanwood Arts
Council.

Anyone who wishes to submit po-
etry for Issue 14 can send a manuscript
to EXIT 13 Magazine at P.O. Box 423,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

In keeping with the EXIT 13 Maga-
zine theme, Mr. Plante also welcomes
photographs of EXIT 13 road signs
from around the world. EXIT 13 Maga-
zine can be purchased for $7 by send-
ing a check to the above post office
box address. Mr. Plante can be reached
at Exit13magazine@yahoo.com.

Rachel Leopold for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHILDREN’S THEATRE…KinderPrep of Westfield hosted the Bergen Com-
munity College Summer Theatre Workshop on July 19. The theatre group,
composed of students enrolled in BCC’s summer repertory theatre, performed
Munro Leaf’s Ferdinand, the Bull with added original music and artwork. The
students, who created the costumes and set, performed 12 free shows for children
at daycare centers, camps and libraries this summer. Lara Pallant, owner and
director of KinderPrep, called the show “funny and age-appropriate.” Pictured
are the theatre troupe and audience members.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & 1/2 popcorns

Just a few minutes into Monster
House, an animated feature directed
by Gil Kenan under the auspices of
producer Steven Spielberg, your
memory will be jogged. You are re-
minded of the human bogeymen who
supplied some of the fear in your
childhood.

And so it goes, more or less, for DJ
(Mitchel Musso), his pal Chowder
(Sam Lerner) and the budding love
interest in the persona of Jenny (Spen-
cer Locke) when they come face to
face with terrible Mr. Nebbercracker’s
Monster House. As Colin Clive so
aptly put it in Frankenstein (1931),
“It’s alive, it’s alive.” Hey, even we’re
a little skeptical at first.

Of course the cops won’t hear of it.
Mom and Dad are off on an
overnighter. And the babysitter,
voiced with self-indulgent bravado
by Maggie Gyllenhaal, simply views
her charge’s hysterics as just more
proof of her superiority.

So, what’s a group of misunder-
stood kids to do? That’s easy. Save
the world, of course. Well, at least the
block.

Okay. But here’s the hitch…the
bugaboo of many a kiddy flick. It’s
called trying to be all things to chil-
dren of all ages. That includes us.

The warm, albeit sometimes fright-
ening traipse through Nostalgia Land
is sure to evoke fond memories in
adults while also providing an identi-
fying factor for adolescents. The rep-
artee among analytical DJ, braggartly
but loveable Chowder and the hoity-
toity damsel who authoritatively com-
pletes their troika is entertainingly
authentic. However, at around the
halfway mark, matters derail a mite.

Attempting to address the interests
of those smaller, more fidgety hu-
mans—the ones who’ve yet to de-
velop a memory bank that might de-
light from prodding— the script goes
into total action mode. The full artil-
lery of special effects is invoked. The
skies light up. It’s damn the torpe-
does, and, aside from the fact that the
kids are battling a living, breathing
house, this could be any action car-
toon.

The plot, which eventually explains
in flashback the strange relationship
between Mr. Nebbercracker, voiced
by Steve Buscemi, and the title edi-
fice, articulated by Kathleen Turner,
is an odd cross between the Brothers

Grimm and Roald Dahl. But more
curious is the casual manner with
which certain items are dealt.

Call me prissy. But in the overlong
conflict that ensues, it appears that
all’s fair in love and war is employed
to a fault. And it sends a rather pecu-
liar message.

For instance, the children play with
dynamite, literally. Also in their arse-
nal is a big steam shovel that the
initially inept Chowder learns to wield
with alarming alacrity. And rejecting
completely the Geneva Convention’s
ban on chemical warfare, the gang
goes the Timothy Leary route, trying
to drug the house into submission
with cough syrup.

Granted, the diabolical domicile at
the heart of this film is a worthy
adversary. But isn’t the occasion of a
PG rated movie a bit early in the game
to be suggesting that the end justifies
the means?

Hence, while the more thoughtful
aspects of director Kenan’s superbly
animated movie make “Monster
House” a property worth looking into,
the rowdier portions somewhat curb
its appeal.

* * * *
Monster House, rated PG, is a Sony

Pictures Entertainment release directed
by Gil Kenan and stars the voices of
Mitchel Musso, Spencer Locke and Steve
Buscemi. Running time: 91 minutes.

Scrapbooking Camp
For Kids Offered in MS

MOUNTAINSIDE – Children ages
eight to 14 are invited to enroll in
“Scrap Camp,” to be held at the
Mountainside Community Center
from August 21-23.

The three sessions will begin at 3
and end at 6 p.m. The cost of Scrap
Camp is $148.50 and includes all
instruction, materials (including
scrapbook) as well as tools to keep.

Children will turn their ordinary
photos into a beautiful scrapbook and
receive hands-on help from qualified
Creative Memories consultants.

Enrollment is limited and campers
must register no later than August 9 at
the Mountainside Recreation office.
Campers need not be a resident of
Mountainside to participate and all
campers must pledge not to run with
scissors. For more information, call
Carolyn Williams at (908) 789-7524,
or the Mountainside Recreation De-
partment at (908) 232-0015.

vest in the fall.
“Also, broccoli and spinach will

do better in the cool weather,” he
added.

Mr. Amberg stated, watering a veg-
etable garden twice per week is plenty
unless it’s confined to containers.

“Most people tend to overdo it,”
he said.

Of course, a consistent watering
schedule for all your plantings is of
top priority, especially with the ex-
treme temperatures our area has been
experiencing.

Richard Johns of Terrill Road Coun-
try Market in Plainfield believes soaker
hoses are the ideal way to water.

“If you use a sprinkler system,
you probably lose about 60 percent
of the water because it evaporates
before it ever reaches the root of the
plant,” Mr. Johns explained, “With
soaker hoses, there is a slow drip and
less evaporation.”

Mr. Johns believes the best time to
water is early morning, before the
temperature soars.

“We set our zones for 4 or 5 o’clock
in the morning for less evaporation,”
Mr. Johns said. “Stay away from
evening because the moisture could
attract fungus.”

Mr. Amberg reported that there is
currently a lot of fungus around due
to the high humidity of summer, but
he doesn’t feel putting strong fungi-
cides down is always necessary.

“Crab grass is starting, and you could
put down a control for that if needed,”
Mr. Amberg advised. “There’s granu-
lar, but I think liquid spot-treating is the
safer way to do it. And as far as dande-
lions, you don’t want to treat while it’s
really warm because that stuff can get
very potent in the heat.”

Mr. Johns said that insects are a
bigger problem right now.

“This is the time of year when

they do the most damage,” Mr. Johns
said. “They’re looking for moisture,
too, and they will grab it from any-
where.”

He believes 80 percent of insects
can be controlled with Pyrethrine
sprays. He explained that it’s made
from mums, so it’s a natural product.

Mr. Amberg cited that there are a
lot of Aphids and Japanese beetles
around.

“If you see a beetle on one of your
plants, just hand-pick it right off,” he
said.

It’s also a good idea to make sure
all your planting beds are mulched.

“If they weren’t mulched in the
spring, do it now,” Mr. Johns said. “It
keeps the moisture in and cuts down
on the weeding. And who wants to
weed in the hot summer?”

Certainly not me. I’d much rather
go pour another glass of iced tea.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

Kenilworth Presents
Bard on the Boulevard
AREA – Kenilworth will present

its “Bard on the Boulevard” program,
which features All’s Well That Ends
Well, which is performed in both
Kenilworth and South Orange.

Patrons can either visit
hudsonshakespeare.org or call (973)
449 -7443 for more information. All
shows are free to the public and pa-
trons are recommended to bring lawn
chairs or blankets to each event.

All’s Well That Ends Well will be
performed Tuesday, August 8, at 7:30
p.m. at Meadowland Park, Mead
Street, South Orange and Tuesday,
August 15, at 7:30 p.m. at
Kenilworth’s Brearly High School.

TAKE A BOW…The Performing Arts Studio’s Youth Theatre Arts division
presented The Emperor’s New Clothes last summer. Pictured are Alex Bobella,
left, and Chelsea McCloskey.
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WYACT’s Ragtime Production

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Monster House
Has a Memory Lane Address
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Father returns home from a long
business trip to find Coalhouse play-
ing ragtime on the piano, he ex-
presses discontent at this “New Mu-
sic” that now fills the house. While
this observation works on a literal
level, the “new music” also describes
the change in lifestyle, the mixture
of different backgrounds and the new
culture that is beginning to descend
upon America. Very appropriate,
thus, is the musical’s title – Ragtime
serves as the strange new style of
music, or new influx of immigrants
and races, that suddenly has America
playing a different tune.

Also explored is the American idea
of success, particularly through the
story of Tateh, (Kevin Sebastian) a
poor silhouette-maker disillusioned
by the crass nature of New York City,
who works  to give his daughter a
better life. Sebastian well portrays
the anguish and disappointment of a
man who eventually becomes a suc-
cessful film director.

To offer perspective on success,
the use of historical characters is
peppered throughout the musical,
with cameos by J.P. Morgan, (Mat-

thew Ban) Harry Houdini (Michael
Campbell), Evelyn Nesbitt (Jaclyn
Ingoglia), Emma Goldman (Kelsey
Thompson), Booker T. Washington
(Shabazz Greene) and Henry Ford
(Kevin Melendez).

At times, if not a bit unbelievably,
these figures influence the fictional
characters, such as when Washing-
ton convinces Coalhouse not to blow
up the Morgan Library to avenge
Sarah’s death. After explaining to
his accomplices why they should
back down in “Make Them Hear
You,” Coalhouse surrenders and is
shot brutally by police in one of the
most real and poignant moments of
the show.

The end of Ragtime is neverthe-
less a bit unbelievable – Father dies
during the sinking of the Lusitania;
Mother marries Tateh, with whom
she always felt a spark, and they
adopt baby Coalhouse III. Yet, though
it is a bit far-fetched, the audience
feels a sense of contentment as the
three stories join together and the
new family walks, hand in hand, to
the reprise of the beautiful “Wheels
of a Dream.”

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
‘Extraordinary Machine’

Worth Extraordinary Wait
By VICTORIA McCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The proper title of Fiona Apple’s
sophomore album, released in 1999,
is “When The Pawn Hits The Con-
flicts He Thinks Like A King What
He Knows Throws The Blows When
He Goes To The Fight And He’ll Win
The Whole Thing ‘Fore He Enters
The Ring There’s No Body To Batter
When Your Mind Is Your Might So
When You Go Solo You Hold Your
Own Hand And Remember That
Depth Is The Greatest Of Heights
And If You Know Where You Stand
Then You Know Where To Land And
If You Fall It Won’t Matter ‘Cause
You’ll Know That You’re Right.”

Clearly, satisfying convention is
not the first thing on her mind.

So it comes as no surprise that her
highly anticipated, much-delayed
third album, released late last year
after a six-year creative process,
breaks some conventions of its own
(though its title, “Extraordinary Ma-
chine,” is considerably easier to say
in one breath).

“Extraordinary Machine” really
feels like a collection of snippets of
theater; Apple employs techniques
from instrumental vamps to anti-me-
lodic rapid-fire dialogue to momen-
tum-pausing cadenzas so cleverly that
she builds something grander than
the average alt-pop album.

The smoky, intriguing voice and
piano-driven tone that is her signa-
ture still reigns supreme, and to it she
adds flashes of color with precise, at
times grandiose but never overdone
orchestral flourishes. She navigates
the unique textures of different string,
wind and brass instruments with such
casual ease that one hardly thinks to
remember that calling on an orches-
tra to play a significant role on a
popular-music album is far from the
norm.

The title track – a true stage-setter
– opens with an off-kilter plucked
string rhythm in the vein of the left
hand of the novice piano standard

“Heart and Soul.” Low winds guide
her vocal phrases, a little damsel-in-
distress soprano line momentarily
floats over the song’s steady plod,
and a light descending scale from the
instruments brings the song to an
ironic close.

The song comes across as a kind of
warm-up so clearly that when she
sings “be kind to me or treat me
mean/I’ll make the most of it I’m an
extraordinary machine,” we should
be able to recognize it as classic the-
atrical foreshadowing. And if we miss
that clue, she spends the next 11 songs
proving her words.

Her lyrics, at their best, fall per-
fectly in sync with their accompany-
ing music, whether she is wearing a
brave face or wearing emotions on
her sleeve; in “Oh Well” she tries to
nonchalantly dismiss one who has
wronged her but can’t help crying
out: “what a waste of unconditional
love on someone who doesn’t believe
in the stuff.”

In the tumultuous “Not About
Love,” as soon as she admits that she
misses “that stupid ache” of being in
love, a piano-led instrumental whirl-
wind creates an audio window to that
ache. A rambling Broadway-musi-
cal-dialogue-style vocal tangent in-
terjects and offers a hurried explana-
tion of everything that went wrong –
a compelling piece of mini-theater.

Elsewhere, a full spectrum of in-
strumental textures obey her com-
mand; strings wax lyrical for her on
“Waltz (Better Than Fine),” while the
sparse simplicity of her own stripped-
down solo piano on “Parting Gift”
gives the song more poignancy.

On “Please Please Please,” Apple
sings, “my method is uncertain, it’s a
mess, but it’s working.” The six-year-
long road that led to “Extraordinary
Machine” may have been a mess, but
she’s right – it worked. She so en-
gages the listener with her inspired
performances that when the curtain
falls after 50 minutes, it’s hard not to
long for an encore.


