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More Tales From Thailand
With The Peace Corps

By MARY LORRAINE SNAUFFER
Specially written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer of
Westfield is serving a two-year as-
signment with the Peace Corps in
Thailand. She is writing a first-hand
account of her experiences in this
column for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Her columns appear periodically.

Upon finishing this sentence, I re-
ceived a call from my program man-
ager in Bangkok notifying me that
there has been an earthquake in the
Indian Ocean but that Thailand wasn’t
expecting a tsunami, which is good.
That little detail makes my life sound
much more exciting than it actually is.

Thailand is an extremely hospitable
country. On a bus, I told a stranger I
thought her necklace was pretty. She
unlatched it and shoved it into my
purse. I tried my best to convince her
no, it was too much to take but she
wouldn’t hear of it. This encounter
didn’t surprise me because this sort of
thing happens to me all the time.

Thais are not only generous gift-
givers, but they also seem to have
endless vats of time and love to give.
You eat dinner with a couple once and
you are part of their family for life.
Like many Peace Corps volunteers,
when I moved alone to my commu-
nity, I was instantly adopted. One
family in particular took me under
their wing. During the first couple of
months, I spent virtually every day
with them.

The mother worked at a food stand
and the father was a teacher. They
have two teenage children. When they
went to the beach, they’d take me.
We’d all sit in the back of the pickup
truck eating chicken and zooming
down the highway to the coast. It was
great for me at the time because I
didn’t know anyone in my commu-
nity and school hadn’t started yet.

Things began to change though, and
only having a partial hold of the lan-
guage, it was difficult to figure out
exactly what was wrong. At first, I
credited it to my schedule. Not only
had school started, but I was working
side projects and had conferences. I
was busy. I tried my best to eat dinner
with them, but it became more and
more infrequent. So, when I went to
the food stand a few weeks ago and the

mother barely looked me in the eye, I
assumed it was my fault. I tried to
please her the only way I know how,
by eating a lot. I ate all the food she
offered, said no to nothing. (This accu-
mulated to four plates of rice and meat
and dessert, more rice with mango.).

It was after my feeding, while I sat
Indian style probing my new belly
roll that she said it, “I’m not happy.”
Her declaration was startling. Thais
always say they’re happy. She went
on to show me the bruises on her
arms, her neck. From her husband,
she wanted a divorce. He didn’t. I
tried my best to understand every
word she was telling me, because I
knew it was significant that she was
even talking about it at all.

Divorce is more common in Thai-
land than you may think. The divorce
rate is comparable to the United States.
But the difference here, especially in
villages, is that it is cloaked in stig-
mas. At school, teachers will point
out students with happy families, both
parents, and bad families – those with
one or no parent. They’ll tell the stu-
dent this to their face. It’s common
knowledge. He is from a bad family
and she is from a good family and
that’s that.

The mother has been sleeping in
the back of the food stand on a mat by
the black cauldron that slow-boils the
pig heading for the market. The fa-
ther is at home with the kids. I saw the
daughter, Fun, downtown. I hadn’t
seen her in weeks.

“Pi Mary! Pi Mary!” she cried. (Pi
is the title for an elder). Fun was
dressed like a boy. She had cut her
hair short. In my town that sort of
thing is pretty deviant. She took my
hand, “Where you eat rice?” She asked
in her best English.

“At home,” I said in Thai and we
smiled. We parted after that. We said
everything we needed to say in our
messy, little languages. We under-
stood one another.

I have been advised to back away
from that family – that my relation-
ship with them could hurt my reputa-
tion in the community. As if those two
little words, “bad family,” are now
branded on their arms, is now what
defines them.

Ms. Snauffer can be reached at
marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com.
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WHS Parent Appreciates Police and
Detective Allen’s Years of Service

As a Westfield High School parent and
former WHS PTSO president I would
like to express my heartfelt thanks to the
entire Westfield Police Department and
to three officers in particular who have
made contributions to our high school.
Earlier this year I heard from a parent
concerned about the busy morning traffic
at the intersection of Park, Dorian and

Westfield Avenues. Lt. Nick Norton and
his unit responded quickly to our request
and within days a crossing guard was
assigned to that corner. In March, Detec-
tive Gregory Hobson gave a presentation
on “How to Keep Your Child Safe on the
Internet.” This evening, Officer Hobson
provided us with realistic techniques for
educating our children on how to “surf”
safely. The meeting was recorded by WHS
Blue Devils Television and airs on chan-
nel 36 periodically. Finally, there are not
enough words to convey the appreciation
I feel toward Detective Ron Allen’s many
years of service to the youth of our town.
Detective Allen has been a father figure,
a pillar of moral strength, and role model
for all the students who have passed
through the high school in his many years
there. He has given our sons and daugh-
ters a sense of security and validation in
their own worth. We will greatly miss
him and wish the best in his retirement.
This close and respectful partnership be-
tween our high school and the Westfield
Police Department is an essential dimen-
sion in teaching our young people to grow
into responsible citizens. Thank you,
WPD, for the continual care you show for
the safety and well being of our town’s
children.

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

Resident Thanks
Erlicher of WF DPW
A huge shout out and thank you to

Westfield Public Works employee, Scott
Erlicher. In a recent storm, a downed tree
limb knocked out a cable line, hovered
around power and telephone lines and
extended on to the street.

PSE&G sent out an employee who was
courteous but said the power line was not
threatened so he could not do anything.
Comcast said they would eventually re-
pair the cable line but would not remove
the offending branches.

On the other hand, Mr. Erlicher rem-
edied the situation within 24 hours of my
call. In light of the utility and cable com-
pany responses, I had anticipated getting
more of bureaucratic run around. What a
pleasant surprise!

Steven Sussman
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor Bush Stem Cell Veto Draws
Opposition From Candidates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WASHINGTON — President Bush’s
veto last week of legislation to expand
federal funding of Stem Cell research to
embryonic stem cells has met with oppo-
sition from U.S. Senate and Congres-
sional candidates of both political parties.

At a White House press conference last
Thursday the President said that “one of
the bills Congress has passed builds on
the progress we have made over the last
five years. So I signed it into law.

“Congress has also passed a second bill
that attempts to overturn the balanced
policy I set. This bill would support the
taking of innocent human life in the hope
of finding medical benefits for others. It
crosses a moral boundary that our decent
society needs to respect, so I vetoed it,”
President Bush said.

He said his administration was the first
to federally fund stem cell research. Presi-
dent Bush said his administration has
funded $90 million in research for “em-

bryonic stem cell lines derived from em-
bryos that have already been destroyed.”

In a statement issued by his campaign,
State Senator Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield,
the Republican candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate in New Jersey, said, “I am disap-
pointed President Bush vetoed this im-
portant legislation, and I believe that the
first exercise of such a powerful tool as
the presidential veto should not have
been used to limit the hopes and dreams
of so many Americans who believe as
strongly as I do in the promise of stem
cell research.

“The House and Senate participated in
a robust debate on the ethical and practi-
cal questions of stem cell research and
both houses of Congress overwhelmingly
supported this measure. I call upon the
Congress to override the President’s veto
and permit the hope and opportunity this
science brings to so many Americans to
be explored,” Mr. Kean said.

Prior to the Senate vote on the Stem
Cell Research Enhancement Act, Sena-
tor Robert Menendez said, “President
Bush and other opponents of this legis-
lation know all too well the overwhelm-
ing public support for this promising
research, but they still can’t bring them-
selves to stand up for the people’s inter-
ests over their special interests and stand
up for sound science over ideology.
Instead they say one thing and do an-
other.”

Mr. Menendez’ mother suffers from
Alzheimer’s disease.

Rep. Michael Ferguson (R-7th, New
Providence), in a statement read on the
House floor prior to the vote on H.R.
5526, the Pluripotent Stem Cell Thera-
pies Enhancement Act, said he is “a
strong supporter of stem cell research,
research on adult stem cells and stem
cells derived from umbilical cord and
placenta blood.”

“Science and technology must always
serve humanity, not the other way around.
H.R. 5526 is faithful to that principle.
We can both conform to the highest
bioethical standards and provide the po-
tential for hopeful medical advances,”
Mr. Ferguson said.

His opponent, state Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood said, “This is
a sad day for the families of loved ones
struggling with diseases that have af-
flicted mankind throughout history and
still do today.

Ms. Stender said, “I wish President
Bush and Mike Ferguson could put poli-
tics aside. The ability to help people suf-
fering with incurable diseases should out-
weigh any ideological concerns.

“Stem cell research holds the promise
of cures for Alzheimer’s, diabetes and
other debilitating diseases,”

Former Mountainside Resident
Criticizes Mayor Viglianti

As a former 38-year resident of
Mountainside, I was not surprised when
Mayor Robert Viglianti put his foot in his
mouth again. What surprised me is that he
put both feet in his mouth simultaneously
in his June tax letter to the residents.

He takes off after the library board and
Mountainside police officers. In each case,
he demonstrates ignorance of the Rule of
Law, and respect for the how municipal

institutions must operate to be in compli-
ance with the law he has sworn to uphold.

Briefly, he attacks the library board for
being uncooperative, because it will not
hand over to him money that the New
Jersey Legislature mandates the borough
provide to the library for books and ser-
vices to all residents of Mountainside.
After 50 years on the books without his
known complaint, he declares that the Li-
brary Funding Law is “poorly written”.
That means he can’t have his way because
the Board of Trustees, faithful to their
oaths, and their fiduciary duty to spend the
legislated funds for library purposes, will
not cow tow to his illegal demands that
they give him the money the Legislature
has said should go for library support.

His so-called logic is shamefully self-
contradictory. He points out that the li-
brary is entitled to these funds “unless the
State changes the law”. Is the mayor de-
manding that the Board of Trustees violate
the law to satisfy his illegal and illogical
demands?

Next, the mayor attacks the borough
police officers who put their lives on the
line everyday because they are making too
much salary and benefits. Again he dem-
onstrates ignorance of the democratic pro-
cess. In exchange for giving up the right to
strike, the police by law are granted the
right to arbitrate pay and benefit disputes
with the borough. According to the mayor
all arbitrators are one-sided against the
borough. Those are code words for the fact
that his representatives have failed in the
arbitration cases with the police.

Nowhere in his tax letter does the mayor
list the amount of additional dollars the
borough receive from the new million
dollar homes recently built in the borough
and the increased taxes on the resale of
homes in the borough that have sharply
escalated over recent years.

Sour grapes. Perhaps the mayor should
go to Union County College and take a
course in Civics 101. He seems to be out of
touch with the democratic process.

John Crilly
Westfield

GOP Comments on
Farber and Estrada

AREA — Union County GOP Chair-
man Phil Morin responded to a report in
the Record in which Attorney General
Zulima Farber said she called Union
County Freeholder Angel Estrada, also
MVC office manager in Elizabeth, for
help for her live-in boyfriend, Hamlet
Goore, to straighten out problems with
his license and registration. Goore, whose
license was expired, drove to Elizabeth
and Mr. Estrada stood in line with him.

Mr. Morin wrote, “Unlike Bob
Menendez, who’s been a ‘no-show’ when
it comes to commenting on Farbergate,
Freeholder Estrada has once and for all
dispelled the rumor that his job with MVC
is a ‘no-show’ political appointment. In
fact, Freeholder Estrada was more than
willing to go above and beyond the call of
duty to do a favor for the embattled Attor-
ney General and her live-in boyfriend when
called upon. While a taxpayer funded
$75,000-a-month investigation into
Farbergate is getting underway, and Demo-
crats are running for cover to distance
themselves from General Farber. At least
she can take comfort in the fact that her
Union County political buddy was willing
to go to battle for her. When the all-Demo-
crat Union County Freeholder Board
adopted their slogan – ‘We’re Connected
To You’- I guess they meant that if you are
politically connected, you can speed dial
the manager of your local MVC, drive on
an expired license across two counties and
have the whole mess taken care of in about
a half an hour.

Towns Seek Tree
Foundation Grants

AREA – The towns of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Garwood are each seek-
ing grants from the New Jersey Tree
Foundation for 10 to 75 trees to be planted
in school and street areas.

The foundation, in partnership with
DuPont, will supply trees in a project
called Green Streets Cool Schools to edu-
cate residents on the importance of urban
forestry while creating lush green corri-
dors on school grounds.

Westfield Councilman Thomas
Bigosinski said, “I am hopeful that this
upcoming fall, Westfield will receive a
grant of up to 75 trees in addition to free
mulch and labor from the NJ Tree
Foundation’s Green Streets Cool Schools
Program.”

The towns on the waiting list for the
fall are Belleville, Garwood, Glen Ridge,
Harrison, Hillside, Nutley, Plainfield,
Roselle, Scotch Plains, Springfield, Sum-
mit, Wallington, West Orange and
Westfield.

The towns are responsible for choos-
ing a planting site, notifying its mayor
and council, notifying residents, gaining
permission, providing a storage area, wa-
tering trees awaiting planting, providing
a front-end loader, providing staff to
offload trees at delivery time and getting
the trees to their planting locations prior
to the planting date.

Lisa Simms, Director of the NJ Tree
Foundation, said, “The most efficient and
effective way to choose planting loca-
tions is to locate streets in your town that
need five or more trees planted.”

This is the kind of wine that
too often gets overlooked.

From near the mouth of the
Loire river this is a natural
match with shellfish. Also

known as Melon de
Bourgogne, Muscadet has a
wonderful lemon quality

tinged with a note of bitter
almond. Put some baby

clams on the grill and wait
for them to open, or throw
some mussels in a pot with
some vermouth and fresh
thyme and let this strut its’
stuff. Don’t get fooled by

the price. This is great juice.

This wonderfully crafted red
wine is deep and dark in

color with rather complex
bouquet. In the mouth the
wine displays great depth
and balance. Loaded with

black fruits. Cassis,
blackberries, blueberries

and chocolate. Good
mature tannins keep the

package together and
well balanced. This is

everything good Sonoma
Cabernet should be,
juicy, ripe and big.

Lovely wine that
deserves a fine steak.

In an Aussie wine market
over crowed by various

roos, wallibes and wombats
at lower end prices, the

whole line from Cockatoo
looks happily down on the

rest of the competition.
Ignore the ads and the wine
that everyone brings to the
parties they don’t want to

go to. Classic Aussie
Riesling filled with crisp

lime and fresh acid. Just a
touch of sweet that makes

it friendly with Asian
food and a delight on the

front porch.

From Everywhere at Every Price
Goulaine Muscadet

Sevre et Maine
$10.99

Clearwater Creek
Cabernet

Sauvignon  $17.99

Cockatoo Ridge
Riesling

$9.99

This is a direct descendent of the beginnings of the South

African wine industry in the 1650’s. A fairly light bodied

red dessert wine with a slight tinge of gold to the color, it

suggests pairing with a cheesecake with either raspberry

or strawberry topping. It has just enough acid to support

the delightful sweetness. You could also take a martini

glass filled with chipped ice and pour in the Rietvallei,

add sliced strawberries and serve before dinner. Your

neighbors will be jealous that they didn’t come up with it.

Rietvallei Muscadel
$29.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

SUMMER SPECIAL!
Any 2 bottles of wine

with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.  Expires 08/02/06

10%

OFF
Any 12 bottles

or more of wine
Any 6 bottles

or more of wine

20%

OFF 10%

OFF

Mix & Match

is O.K.

Sale items are

excluded.

750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $34.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $30.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $26.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $35.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $53.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $34.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $25.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $18.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $30.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $15.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $13.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

“We will always strive to bring you
the best value no matter what you spend.”


