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Bone densitometry exams (DEXA) can be scheduled
with mammogram. 

Accredited by the American College of Radiology

All screenings processed through Computerized 
Aided Detection system for added accuracy.

RWJUH at Rahway performs MRI, CT, PET 
scans, Ultrasound, as well as Nuclear Medicine. 

Most appointments made within two days.

For more information call the 
Radiology Department at (732) 499-6043.

Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital
Rahway

Offers Mammography
Convenient for You.

Weekdays
Tuesday evenings until 8pm
Saturdays from 9am until 3pm
Same-day exams available

Call (800) 981-9245

No Excuses.

New Stores Open for
Business in WF Downtown

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a
five-part series on local downtowns.

*    *    *    *
WESTFIELD – Shopping and din-

ing in downtown Westfield attracts
people from all over the state. In the
past year alone, new stores have moved
in on East Broad Street, Central Av-
enue, Elm Street and Prospect Street.

The town’s popularity can be attrib-
uted to the community, multiple busi-
ness people said. “It’s a nice town,”
said Christine Schultz, manager of
Game Stop on East Broad Street, which
opened in September 2005.

“Westfield is a great town and the
people are very nice,” said
Bluemercury manager Bianca
Grande. Bluemercury, which opened
in October 2005, is a high-end full
service spa that also sells luxury-
brand beauty products.

Thea Jackson, owner of Just Bead
Yourself, a bead store and party space
located on East Broad Street, said she
was inspired to open a store in
Westfield because of the “many other
stores geared towards teens and
adults.” She said that Westfield was
“the kind of town [where] you feel
safe dropping your kids off” to spend
the day shopping. Just Bead Yourself
offers classes, parties and a three-day
beading camp offered today, July 27,
and August 8-10 and 15-17. Ms. Jack-
son said that business was good and
that Just Bead Yourself has held sev-
eral birthday parties and “ladies night
out” parties during the past months.

Two new restaurants that hope to
provide a place for Westfield’s late
night crowd are Rockn’ Joe Coffee-
house + Bistro on Prospect Street and
High Five Candy Store on Elm Street.
High Five will move into the old
Kabloom flower shop.

According to Naomi McElynn,
executive director of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, both
locations will stay open late.

Other new stores set to enter the
area include Blue Tulip, an accessory
and gift card shop to be located in the
building previously occupied by Sam
Goody on Quimby Street, and Black
and White, a women’s clothing divi-
sion of Chico’s. Westfield’s Chico’s
will expand into the Lancaster’s, Ltd.
longtime storefront on Elm Street,
while Black and White will move
into the old Chico’s storefront on
East Broad Street.

Ms. McElynn said that the
Chamber’s “membership is great” due
to the increase in stores and restau-
rants. Businesses that have joined the
Chamber in recent months include
What A Dog Wants on West Broad
Street, Square Melon Communica-
tion on North Avenue, a marketing
and advertising agency, and A Neat
Space, run by professional organizer
Ann Marie Ryan.

“We have a lot of programs we’re
developing for new members,” said
Ms. McElynn, referring to benefits
given to new members, including a
breakfast and individual counseling
from retired business professionals.

The Chamber of Commerce is hold-
ing several events this summer. The
Farmers Market is held in the South
Avenue train station parking lot on
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. A car
show with live music will be held on
Sundays August 13 and September
10 from noon to 5 p.m. in the same
lot. Festifall will be held on Sunday,

October 1. Flower Zone and Sole will
host an Artist’s Lane on Prospect
Street during the event.

“Prosperity of the businesses is our
ultimate goal,” said Ms. McElynn of
the several events designed to pro-
mote downtown businesses.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) sponsors “Sweet Sounds
Downtown,” 10 weekly jazz nights
running from July 4 through Septem-
ber 5. They also just completed the
annual sidewalk sale and hosted the
annual downtown 5K and Pizza Ex-
travaganza on Wednesday, July 26.

Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC, said the DWC is “here to
be a resource for people.” The organi-
zation works with businesses within
the 18-block area of the special im-
provement district to improve rela-
tions with contractors, building own-
ers and the community. Ms. Cronin
and the DWC are currently “actively
involved with renovating storefronts.”

One of the largest additions to
downtown Westfield is HSBC (Hong
Kong/Shanghai Bank), which is
scheduled to open on September 1,
according to Ms. Cronin. HSBC has
been under construction for several
months and is now furnishing the
building. PNC Bank has been under
construction for months with the ad-
dition of condos above. The exterior
and landscaping will be renovated.
The owner of the building, Erwin
Ackerman, is also developing the lot
across the street on Prospect Ave. to
house retail and residential units.

CitiBank is moving onto North Ave.
in the old Visage building.

Norman Greco, owner of Jersey
Mike’s sub shop on East Broad Street,
said he wanted to open a downtown
restaurant because it keeps him young.
“I’ve been here all my life,” said Mr.
Greco, Westfield High School class of
1960. “I don’t want to grow old, and
working here keeps me from retiring.”

Jersey Mike’s will expand in the
upcoming months due to newly ac-
quired space from Jerry’s Barber Shop.
Mr. Greco will keep the original barber
pole outside his restaurant in remem-
brance of Jerry Gerardiello, who worked
in downtown Westfield for 53 years.

With the new stores and restau-
rants creating even more of an attrac-
tion to the downtown, new businesses
are eager to join the Westfield com-
munity. Ms. Cronin cited a down-
town retail occupancy rate of approxi-
mately 96 percent and said that there
is a waiting list for people wishing to
start businesses in the town.

UCUA Looks to Provide
1st Aid Training to Employees

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — During the July 19
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) meeting, commissioners
heard a letter written by former Ex-
ecutive Director Joseph Spatola of
Scotch Plains, who recently retired.

Mr. Spatola thanked the authority
for a retirement celebration that was
thrown in his honor, saying, “I was
genuinely surprised but enjoyed ev-
ery minute of the celebration.”

In other news, Sunil Garg, the new
UCUA executive director, reported
that Covanta Energy, the company
that operates the Union County Re-
source Recovery Facility, was “very
kind to offer” a few staff members at
the authority the opportunity to at-
tend their annual CPR professional
first aid training session last week.

Mr. Garg proposed that the author-
ity make the training, which would
include “full adult CPR, use of the
defibrillator, and first aid,” available
to all of its employees. The class,
which can educate up to 10 people at
once, would cost around $650.

“I feel it’s important that our staff
have that amenity available to them,”
Mr. Garg said.

When Commissioner Richmond
Lapolla questioned if there was a

defibrillator on the premise, he was
told that Covanta does own one, and
currently only two staff members are
qualified to use it. The future training
would provide all of the authority’s
employees with this qualification.

The authority went into executive
session to discuss the adoption of the
memorandum of understanding be-
tween themselves and the unionized
utilities workers, the ICU-CWA Lo-
cal No. 81427.

 As stated in the official resolu-
tion: after “collective bargaining to
negotiate a new agreement” the two
parties “agreed to certain terms and
conditions of employment.” A few of
the disputed issues on the resolution
pertained to the scheduling of vaca-
tion time and health insurance.

According to the New Jersey Solid
Waste Management Act, Union
County has put into operation a dis-
trict management plan, “for the pur-
pose of managing the disposal and/
or recycling of solid waste generated
in the county.”

The UCUA, which is the imple-
menting agency for the plan, deter-
mined “a necessity to authorize pro-
fessional and/or counseling services,”
which  have been provided by
Brownstein Booth and Associates of
Union City. Mr. Garg reviewed a
request from the law firm to increase
its spending capital by $5,347, since
they “exceeded their existing cap” of
$94,000, and the authority passed
the resolution, bringing the new cap
to $9,9347.

The authority also passed a resolu-
tion certifying to the Local Finance
Board its compliance regarding the
annual audit of UCUA accounts. The
2005 audit, which was completed and
filed with the Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services, was provided to all
of the members of the authority for
personal review, as is required by law.

Handyman Program
Set for Summer

WESTFIELD — The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has selected Christo-
pher Franks as the summer youth
handyman for 2006. The handyman
program is made possible by a grant
from the Westfield Foundation. The
program will run until the end of
August. Christopher will work with
senior citizens in Westfield, helping
with small tasks inside and outside of
their homes. For further information
or if seniors are interested in partici-
pating in this program, please call
(908) 232-7709.

For information on clubs and
organizations, see

goleader.com/organizations

Sarah Queller  and Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BUSINESS MAKEOVERS...Downtown Westfield is experiencing many new
business entries. Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro is coming to Prospect Street
(top) and Chico’s is moving to larger quarters at the former Lancaster Ltd. on Elm
Street.

Graziano Named County
Dir. of Eng. & Public Works
COUNTY — Berkeley Heights resi-

dent Joseph A. Graziano, Sr. will be-
come the Director of Engineering and
Public Works, County Manager
George Devanney announced.

Mr. Graziano, who has more than a
decade of public works experience in
both the public and private sector, will
take over the position of Public Works
Director effective September 5. He
will be replacing Acting Director
Ronald Zuber, who will resume his
responsibilities as Director of Project
Management and Labor Compliance.
Mr. Zuber had replaced former Direc-
tor Frank Dann, who announced his
retirement after 32 years of service in
April.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella welcomed Graziano to his
new position. “Union County’s resi-
dents rely daily on our transportation
infrastructure of more than 72 miles of
roadway and hundreds of bridges and
culverts,” Mr. Mirabella said. “Joe has
led a municipal public works depart-
ment and has more than 10 years of
experience in this field.”

Mr. Graziano would begin the su-
pervision of almost 50 different engi-
neering projects, including work on
intersections, resurfacings, bridge and
culvert work.

“Joseph has proven himself to be a
hands-on manager at Berkeley
Heights, and this strength will serve

him well at Union County where he
will be responsible for a wide range of
projects,” Mr. Devanney said. “We
look forward to working with him in
moving ahead these important infra-
structure projects for our residents.”

Mr. Graziano, who will earn
$108,000 per year, will also be respon-
sible for the supervision of more than
135 county employees, including two
divisions—the Division of Engineer-
ing and the Division of Public Works.

The Division of Engineering in-
cludes the Bureau of Engineering Ser-
vices and the Bureau of Traffic Safety
and Maintenance. This division takes
the responsibility of providing engi-
neering services for bridges, county
buildings, facilities, park lands, roads
and traffic signals, storm sewers, dams
and flood control. The division is also
responsible for signs, stripes, work
zones, and construction inspection.

The Division of Public Works in-
cludes the Bureau of Inspections,
which issues permits, and performs
inspections for road, curb and assists
in snow and leaf removal; the Bureau
of Mosquito Control, which controls
and monitors the mosquito population
and assists in leaf and snow removal;
the Bureau of Roads and Bridges,
which maintains bridges and culverts,
roads and parking facilities under
county jurisdiction; and the Bureau of
Shade Tree and Conservation which
maintains, removes, and replaces trees
along County roads and assists in snow
and leaf removal.

Mr. Graziano began his public works
career in 1993 with the former Roy
Kay Inc. of Freehold. As a project
manager, he oversaw public construc-
tion projects from $1 to $6 million and
supervised bid openings at public agen-
cies. He managed 60 employees and
increased bidding capacity by $150
million in four months while also serv-
ing as purchasing agent. He had also
served as a job foreman for up to 120
construction workers from all trades
during his experience at the former
Roy Kay Inc.

Mr. Graziano served as Assistant
Director of Public Works in Berkeley
Heights beginning in June 2000 be-
fore becoming Director in January
2005, where he has served until the
present. He is responsible for the su-
pervision of 70 miles of roadway, day-
to-day activities including leaf collec-
tion, snow removal, street sweeping
and maintenance, and the preparation
of a $1.5 million budget. He is also
responsible for the maintenance and
repair of all public buildings.

He oversaw the construction and
improvements of streets and munici-
pal lots, as well as recreation and parks
facilities, including a September 11
memorial. His additional responsibili-
ties included being the Director of
Waste Water, the Damage Assessment
Officer and an Emergency Manage-
ment member.

NJ Guard Deploys to
New Mexico Borders
STATE — On Saturday, July 22,

approximately 200 members of the
50th Brigade Combat Team were de-
ployed to New Mexico. They left
from the National Guard Armory in
West Orange.

The 50th joined Airmen from the
177th Fighter Wing and the 108th Air
Refueling Wing and boarded an air-
craft to fly to New Mexico. The flight
departed from Egg Harbor Township.

This deployment to the U.S. bor-
ders will serve as the 15-day annual
training period that Guard members
must perform each year.

Items to Be Displayed
At Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-

torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood has announced that the
circa 1760 Osborn Cannonball
House, located at 1840 Front Street
in Scotch Plains, will be open on
Sunday, August 6, from 2 to 4 p.m.

On display will be a collection of
items that have been acquired by the
museum since its founding in 1972.
The most recent acquisition has been
a large tablecloth depicting the em-
broidered names of all members of
the former Scotch Plains Women’s
Club.

There is no admission fee.


