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SP Officials Expect Bids for
Town Hall Work in August

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials hope to advertise and then
receive bids for the refurbishment of
the municipal building on Park Av-
enue by the latter part of August. At
the township council’s conference
meeting last week, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said he is hope-
ful of being able to stay within this
timeframe so that work on the build-
ing can begin before the onset of the
winter season.

In the spring, the council approved
a $3.86 million bond ordinance to
fund improvements to the 33-year-
old building. Among the planned up-
grades will be the replacement of the
building’s flat roof, which has been
increasingly prone to leaks in recent
years, with a slanted roof; the instal-

lation of a new heating and air condi-
tioning system; the addition of a sec-
ond floor above the police station at
the rear of the building to provide the
now-cramped facility with additional
office and storage space; and im-
provements to the building’s façade
so that it blends with the colonial
décor of other downtown buildings.

One area of concern cited last week
by Mr. Atkins was possible additional
costs involving structural engineer-
ing work related to the second-floor
addition. Additional structural sup-
port may be necessary before the start
of construction, he said, and that may
lead to “some disruption of service
within the police department.” Mr.
Atkins added that the added expense
would not result in cost overruns for
the total project.

Freeholders OK Additions
To Vo-Tech Field Project

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board last Thursday voted
to increase the contract to Dumor
Contracting of Elizabeth by $424,700
for additional improvements to base-
ball and soccer fields at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains and
the Little League Field off Union
Avenue and Route 22 in Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains mayor and town-
ship council have agreed to pay for the
additions to the project as part of their
request for additional improvements,
which include irrigation and the in-
stallation of a new clay infield and
lighting. The fields are the first to be
lighted in the township. The freehold-
ers approved an $822,271 contract in
February to Dumor to turf the fields.

As part of the agreement with
Scotch Plains, the board approved an
inter-local agreement with the town-
ship. The township council approved
a $257,200 bond ordinance on July
18 to fund their share of the project.
County Manager George Devanney
said the agreement was “a direct re-
sult of ongoing negotiations with the
Township of Scotch Plains.” He said
the board needed to approve the
change order in the contract while the
contractor was still at the work site.

The board also authorized a payment
of $53,000 to the Borough of Fanwood
in support of a new kitchen added ear-
lier this year to the Forest Road Park
Senior Center. Steve Merman, director
of planning and community develop-
ment for the county, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the mon-
ies awarded to Fanwood were received
through the federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program.

In other business, the board approved
a resolution to enter into a contract
with Speech & Hearing Associates of
Westfield to provide speech and lan-
guage pathology services for patients
and residents of Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights. The
$77,000 contract begins August 1 and
runs through July 31, 2007.

The freeholders gave permission
to Berkeley Heights to hang a banner
across Springfield Avenue at Snyder
Avenue from August 15 to Septem-
ber 19 to promote the township’s 5K

Charity Road Race and Fitness Walk
to be held Sunday, September 17.

Per a Homeland Security grant, the
freeholders authorized the $56,748
purchase of surveillance equipment
for the Union County Prosecutor’s
Counterterrorism Task Force.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution to enter into an agreement
with New York-based Access Systems
to provide shared services for conduc-
ing municipal records needs assess-
ments and develop a business plan for
a microfilming services bureau. The
$465,000 contract began July 24 and
runs through June 30, 2007. The grant
was funded through a New Jersey Pub-
lic Archives and Records Infrastruc-
ture Support (PARIS) grant.

A $265,125 contract with the Union
County Alliance was approved by the
board to “continue to implement and
execute the priorities of the Alliance’s
long range plan and initiatives” for
the county from July 1 of this year to
June 30, 2007.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
asked officials what the total county
debt is at this time. Larry Caroselli,
director of finance, said the debt au-
thorized by the county freeholders is
$330 million with the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Trust Fund
accounting for another $40 million,
bringing the total to $370 million.

Elizabeth resident Jerry Goldman
recommended that the freeholders in-
clude both the next agenda and regu-
lar meetings at the bottom of their
agendas. Presently, only the next
meeting is listed.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Adrian Mapp said the county
should consider a shared services pro-
gram with towns in the county for
combined bids on paving projects to
help “drive down” cost for the towns.

Mr. Devanney said the county cur-
rently has a program where towns can
join with the county on road projects.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski added, “We are looking at
every possibility at shared services.”

The board will hold an agenda
meeting on Thursday, August 10 and
a regular meeting on Thursday, Au-
gust 17. Freeholder meetings begin at
7 p.m. and are held in Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

Court Upholds Scotch Plains
Police Officer’s 2003 Suspension

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An appellate
court has upheld a Scotch Plains po-
lice officer’s 90-day suspension for a
2002 altercation between the officer
and the driver of a car in the driveway
of the officer’s Berkeley Heights home.

According to an administrative law
judge’s (ALJ) ruling upholding the sus-
pension in 2005, Officer Suzanne But-
ler was suspended after an off-duty
confrontation in November 2002 with
a driver attempting to use her driveway
to make a u-turn on Diamond Hill
Road. Ms. Butler served her suspen-
sion July 27 through October 24, 2003.

Ms. Butler lives on Ghost Pony
Road, a private road she shares with a
neighbor as a driveway. The road
intersects with Diamond Hill Road
just beyond the end of the exit 43
ramp from Route 78. Despite signs
warning drivers against making u-
turns at the base of Ms. Butler’s drive-

way, motorists exiting the highway
“often” do so in an effort to travel
southward on Diamond Hill Road.

Dr. Ramon Rego said he was driv-
ing to his office in Scotch Plains
when he was notified via cell phone
that a patient having an asthma attack
had arrived at his office. After exiting
Route 78 at Diamond Hill Road, Dr.
Rego, in an effort to get to his office
to attend to the asthma patient, started
to make a u-turn at the base of Ms.
Butler’s driveway.

Dr. Rego testified in 2005 that Ms.
Butler began yelling at him and asked
him to produce his license and regis-
tration. When Dr. Rego refused to do
so and asked Ms. Butler to move out
of his way, he said the officer then
moved and hit his side-view mirror
with her leaf blower.

He said that she then produced her
police badge and again asked for his
license and registration. When Dr.
Rego said that he was a doctor en route
to attend to a patient, Ms. Butler, using
an expletive, said she did not believe
he was a doctor, Dr. Rego said. He
attempted to show her his Overlook
Hospital identification but, according
to Dr. Rego, Ms. Butler slapped his
wallet from his hand. When he used
his cell phone to call his office so one
of his staff members could vouch for
him, he said Ms. Butler yelled at him
and used ethnic slurs several times. Dr.
Rego also claimed that Ms. Butler
crumpled up his license and registra-
tion and threw them at him and said
she hoped his patient would die.

According to the ALJ’s decision, Ms.
Butler denied having uttered any ethnic
slurs. She claimed Dr. Rego told her the
only reason she was upset at him mak-

ing the u-turn in her driveway was
because he was Hispanic. The officer
also denied having expressed hope that
his patient would die. Ms. Butler said it
was Dr. Rego who was agitated during
the confrontation.

Police department procedures call
for officers involved in enforcement
action outside of Scotch Plains to
notify the township police chief via
an inter-departmental form within 72
hours. Ms. Butler filed no such form
and did not report her actions to any-
one in the department, officials said
through the ALJ’s decision.

The officer, however, said she called
an untapped phone number at the po-
lice department after the incident to ask
if an ambulance had been dispatched to
Dr. Rego’s office in connection with the
asthmatic patient. Officers are instructed
not to call untapped lines for official
police business.

Ms. Butler had been disciplined or
reprimanded several times since join-
ing the township in 1988. After the
2002 incident, township officials
charged her with misconduct, conduct
unbecoming a public employee, dis-
criminatory conduct and other suffi-
cient cause in reacting excessively to
the situation in her driveway and mis-
using her authority as a police officer.

She was suspended for 90 days and
was required to complete anger man-
agement training and counseling. Upon
appeal, an ALJ in March 2005 upheld
the suspension. A month later, the
state Merit System Board upheld it.

In a decision issued on June 16, an
appellate court also upheld the sus-
pension, saying the penalty meted
out by the township “was well suited
to the infractions found.”
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Property Tax Collections
On Time Except In Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Following the shut-
down of state government earlier this
month, local officials worried about
mailing out tax bills on a timely fash-
ion due to the delay in receiving mu-
nicipal aid from the state. However,
local tax clerks announced this week
that tax bills are being sent out on
time.

Calls to local town halls revealed
that Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Garwood would send out
their taxes on time. Fanwood has yet
to announce its quarterly tax due date
pending adoption of its municipal
budget.

The office of the Westfield tax col-
lector will be open on Tuesday, Au-
gust 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. to
accept payments from residents who
want to pay in person. The last day to
pay taxes without a penalty in
Westfield is Tuesday, August 15. Pay-
ments received after that date will be
charged interest reverting to August

1, which is the same rule for all mu-
nicipalities. Tax Collector Susan Noon
has said the town is on the normal
schedule for quarterly tax payments.
She can be reached at (908) 789-
4051, extension 4050, or at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

Ms. Noon told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that Westfield property-tax bills
were mailed out July 21. She said this
is the third consecutive year that prop-
erty tax bills were mailed late in the
town due to a delay in receiving cer-
tified state aid numbers from Tren-
ton. Tax bills must be mailed out by
July 5 in order to meet the August 1
deadline, she said. Ms. Noon said the
grace period is only for the August
quarter.

She said towns can either wait for
aid numbers, a copy of which must be
mailed with tax bills, or send out
estimated tax bills and then send a
subsequent mailing once those num-
bers are received.

RVSA Facility Privatization
Vote Ends In 5-5 Deadlock

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KEREN B. SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) voted
5-5 last Thursday on whether to pro-
ceed with a request for qualification
(RFQ) for privatization of the
authority’s wastewater treatment fa-
cility in Rahway.

Commissioner James Kennedy,
the mayor of Rahway, introduced
the motion for an RFQ at the end of
the meeting after board members
and RVSA employees expressed

concerns about privatizing the fa-
cility.

“It’s time to decide whether we
should move forward (with
privatization),” Mr. Kennedy said to
the board as he introduced the new
motion.

Commissioners Allen Chin of
Westfield, Clark Landale of
Mountainside, Robert Luban of
Woodbridge, Joan Papen of Scotch
Plains and Attilio “Sonny” Venturo of
Roselle Park voted against the mo-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CARETAKER NEEDS HELP…Fanwood Nature Center Caretaker Dean Talcott observes the damage caused by recent
heavy rains, such as having washed away wood chips. Mr. Talcott is seeking volunteer help for restoration. If interested,
please phone Mr. Talcott at (908) 322-6577.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Budget Remains in Limbo;
Patience Urged on Tax Payments

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Four months after
introducing a proposed budget total-
ing nearly $7.7 million, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the Borough Council
have yet to finalize and adopt it.

Borough officials Tuesday night
said their hands are tied because
they have not yet received official
word from the state on the borough’s

application for extraordinary munici-
pal aid, as well as other state fund-
ing.

The mayor and council held a spe-
cial budget meeting on Tuesday
evening, where officials acknowl-
edged frustration at not receiving the
state aid numbers they were expect-
ing last Friday.

“We just can’t get a straight answer
on funding,” said Chief Financial

Officer Fred Tomkins. “We know
we’re getting state aid, but we just
don’t know how much.”

Mayor Mahr said, “We assumed
we would have heard from Trenton
soon after they passed their budget”
early this month.

Mr. Tomkins said the borough now
expects to hear from the state by the
end of this week, but he said that
“there’s no guarantee.”

As a result, at Tuesday night’s spe-
cial meeting, the governing body –
which has already authorized a for-
mal extension of tax payments due
August 1 – approved a handful of new
resolutions that will enable the bor-
ough to continue functioning as nor-
mal.

Mr. Tomkins said that since the
borough cannot collect taxes with-
out an approved budget on the
books, it would have to borrow
money.

“We need cash; it’s very simple,”
he said. “We’ve been holding off pay-
ing certain bills, and we don’t have
any choice at this point,” he said,
pointing to the need to authorize
what’s known as a tax anticipation
note.

Responding to a question from
Councilwoman Donna Dolce, Mr.
Tomkins said that the tax anticipa-
tion note would quickly provide the
borough with the working capital it
needs.

“This is, essentially, a line of
credit,” Mr. Tomkins said. He said
the borough would immediately go
out to bid for about $1.4 million “to
get us through the next couple of
months.”

Councilman Joseph Higgins asked
about interest, and Mr. Tomkins said
that the borough expects to be able to
pay back the note in four months at an
interest rate of between 4 and 5 per-
cent.

In addition to the tax anticipation
note authorized Tuesday night,
Mayor Mahr and the borough coun-
cil also approved a temporary emer-
gency appropriation that will enable

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLANS UNVEIL…Peter Moore and Joe Shum, consulting engineers for Kupper
Associates, present the plans for construction on LaGrande Park Field at Tuesday
night’s Fanwood Recreation Commission meeting. See story on page 10.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STILL NO BUDGET…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, and Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern, left, are shown here during Tuesday night’s borough council
meeting. The governing body failed to take action to adopt the municipal budget
as it waits for word from Trenton on its application for extraordinary aid.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PAYING AT THE PUMP…No matter where a motorist looks, gasoline prices
remain in the $3 range, such as is the case at the Scotch Plains Exxon station on
South Avenue. Please see related story on page 3.


