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SP Officials Expect Bids for
Town Hall Work in August

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials hope to advertise and then
receive bids for the refurbishment of
the municipal building on Park Av-
enue by the latter part of August. At
the township council’s conference
meeting last week, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said he is hope-
ful of being able to stay within this
timeframe so that work on the build-
ing can begin before the onset of the
winter season.

In the spring, the council approved
a $3.86 million bond ordinance to
fund improvements to the 33-year-
old building. Among the planned
upgrades will be the replacement of
the building’s flat roof, which has
been increasingly prone to leaks in
recent years, with a slanted roof; the
installation of a new heating and air
conditioning system; the addition of
a second floor above the police sta-
tion at the rear of the building to
provide the now-cramped facility
with additional office and storage
space; and improvements to the
building’s façade so that it blends
with the colonial décor of other
downtown buildings.

One area of concern cited last week
by Mr. Atkins was possible additional
costs involving structural engineer-
ing work related to the second-floor
addition. Additional structural sup-
port may be necessary before the start
of construction, he said, and that may
lead to “some disruption of service
within the police department.” Mr.
Atkins added that the added expense
would not result in cost overruns for
the total project.

He also told the council that he has
been talking with Police Chief Brian

Mahoney and others about how the
space on the new second-floor area
will be utilized. Some police depart-
ment operations, for one, will likely
be moved from their present base-
ment locations once the new space is
completed.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
that the Department of Public Prop-
erty and a private contractor have
made “considerable progress” on the
resurfacing of more than 20 township
streets. From June 26 through July 6,
work has been done on seven roads,
including the 500 block of Victor
Street; the 500 block of William
Street; Malcolm Place; Homestead
Terrace; Church Street from Park
Avenue to Birch Street; the 500 block
of Willow Avenue; and Waldheim
Avenue.

What Mr. Atkins termed “an am-
bitious schedule” will also see road
work being done on Robin Road,
Indian Run, Donamy Glen and
Hacklorn Lane, all of which were
expected to be resurfaced by this
week, as well as Cellar Avenue,
Wilshire Run/Eton Row, Winding
Brook Way from Raritan Road to
Buttonwood Lane, Little Falls Way,
Round Hill Road, Wedgewood Way,
the 500 block of Forest Road, Debra
Court, Bayberry Lane, Buttonwood
Lane and Lake Avenue. Reconstruc-
tion work is also planned for a por-
tion of Woodside Road. The entire
length of East Second Street will be
milled and resurfaced this year as
well. Union County is also milling
and resurfacing the entire length of
Front Street.

Mr. Atkins also announced that
Jason Krywicki and David Smith have
been appointed as auxiliary firemen
to Company No. 1.

Westfield 5K Run Set
for Last Night

WESTFIELD — More than 1,800
runners were to participate in the An-
nual 5K Run in downtown Westfield
starting at 7 p.m. last evening, July 26.
Award ceremonies were scheduled for
8 p.m. at Quimby and Elm Streets.

According to press releases, this
USATF-certified course is relatively
flat and runs through downtown
Westfield, Mindowaskin Park and
residential neighborhoods.

The event occurred after press time.
Photographs and a report on the event
will appear in next week’s edition.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Wednesday, July 19, Jay Tomko,
19, of North Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South
and Central Avenues on two outstand-
ing criminal warrants issued by
Piscataway, with bail totaling $1,000.

Thursday, July 20, Ed Singh-Baba,
22, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield Municipal Building on traf-
fic warrants from Westfield, for $500,
and Cranford, for $800. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, July 20, Richard Stesner,
23, of Bayonne was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
contempt of court traffic warrant is-
sued by Westfield. Stesner posted
$500 bail and was released.

Thursday, July 20, a resident of the
200 block of East South Avenue re-
ported a burglary to his residence in
which a laptop computer valued at
$1,600 was stolen.

Friday, July 21, Steven O. McIntyre,
21, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct while at a
Dartmoor Drive residence. McIntyre
allegedly refused to leave the resi-
dence at the owner’s request or to stop
playing loud music and also allegedly
became uncooperative with police at
the scene. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and later
released with a summons.

Saturday, July 22, police arrested
Kelan P. Doyle, 24, of Garwood, Joel
Weir, 20, and Christian S. Gray, 21,
both of Scotch Plains after breaking
up an alleged fight between the three
in the 300 block of Mountain Avenue.
The men, all of whom were charged
with disorderly conduct, were re-
leased with summonses.

Monday, July 24, Robert Galati,
25, of Westfield responded to
Westfield police headquarters to sat-
isfy an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant for $500. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, July 24, Latanya Bailey,
30, of Elizabeth was picked up at the
Scotch Plains Police Department on
outstanding warrants from Westfield
and Edison, each for $500, and Union
Township, for $150. She was held in
lieu of bail and transported to the
Union County jail.

Mountainside
Friday, July 21, a Queens Lane

resident reported that front door was
pried open.

Police said they noticed a foot print
of a work boot in the front entryway
that did not belong to the homeowner,
which was entered into evidence. Two
bedrooms were ransacked and the
back door was left open, police said.
The incident is under investigation.

Saturday, July 22, a victim reported
his motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked in the lot of a Route 22
movie theater.

According to police, the suspect
gained entry to the vehicle by damag-
ing the driver’s-side door lock. Re-
ported missing were numerous CDs
and two cellular phones. The total

value of items taken was approxi-
mately $750.

Saturday, July 22, Andre T. Parez,
20, of Ford, VA was arrested in the
parking lot of a Route 22 movie the-
ater and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and fraud. According to po-
lice, Parez and an accomplice were
attempting to get refunds on movie
ticket stubs that they had collected
from various patrons in order to get
cash refunds, but were unable to pro-
vide the cashier with the individuals
the stubs belonged to.

When the cashier notified the man-
ager, the suspect left the theater, police
said. Parez was later apprehended be-
hind the theater and after an alterca-
tion with police, was searched and
determined to be in possession of a
CDS, police said. He was arrested and
taken to headquarters for processing.

Kareem J. George, 25, of Orange
was arrested and charged with theft
by deception, resisting arrest and pos-
session of under 50 grams of mari-
juana in the same incident.

Saturday, July 22, Gary D. Lewis,
25, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended driver’s
license following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 for fictitious plates.

Sunday, July 23, Kwamane Clark,
32, of the Bronx, NY was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and possession of a stolen motor
vehicle following a motor vehicle stop
for careless driving on Route 22.

Monday, July 24, Contreras V.
Santos, Jr., 24, of Bound Brook was
arrested and charged with exhibiting a
false driver’s license plate. According
to police, Santos was stopped for dis-
playing fictitious plates and was later
arrested and charged with presenting a
counterfeit driver’s license, which he
admitted to purchasing for $200, po-
lice said. The car the suspect was driv-
ing was impounded for being unregis-
tered and uninsured, police said.

Fanwood
Saturday, July 22, Shariff A. Newby,

28, of Vauxhall was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue for an outstanding warrant
out of Scotch Plains.

Saturday, July 22, Robyn L.
Simpson, 42, of Dunnellen was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Sunday, July 23, Albert G.
Eastmond, 37, of Woodbridge was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road, which revealed
numerous outstanding warrants from
Middlesex County.

Sunday, July 23, Mark E. Waters,
35, of Rockaway Park, NY was ar-
rested on numerous outstanding
Union County warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Westfield Road.

Monday, July 25, Moses L. James,
3rd, 28, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged for suspicion of DWI follow-
ing a one-car motor vehicle accident
on Martine Avenue.
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RVSA Facility Privatization
tion of anonymity said he was not
surprised by the board’s vote.

“I don’t think the issue is dead, but
I also don’t think it’s going to be
pressed as much as it’s been lately. I do
think privatization isn’t a good idea
for employees or taxpayers,” he said.

Discussions involving privatization
began in January as taxes are increas-
ing in RVSA’s municipalities from a
$137-million upgrade that the author-
ity is faced with in order to bring its
operations in compliance with the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP). The court-
mandated upgrade includes an ex-
pansion project to eliminate sewer
overflows. The project is due to be
completed by in 2008.

The RVSA currently serves more
than 300,000 residents and 3,500 in-
dustrial and commercial customers
in Westfield, Scotch Plains, Garwood,
Mountainside, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Roselle Park, Cranford,
Clark, Rahway and Woodbridge.

In a separate topic, the board ar-
gued the necessity of a new position,
recommended to the board by the
personnel committee, that would re-

port to RVSA Interim Executive Di-
rector Mike Brinker.

“The board has created a position
that is not in the best interest of the
eleven communities (it serves),” Mr.
Landale said.

Mr. Venturo questioned the motives
behind creating the position, saying
that the board was not following proper
procedure. He said the new position
has not been described and the salary
has not been formalized.

Mr. Chin spoke in favor of the
position, saying that it would replace
a previously existing position that
reported to the executive director and
that it would pay a lower salary.

“We’re hiring a glorified adminis-
trative assistant. I don’t think we’re
acting in the right manner,” Mr.
Venturo said. “It dirties my name to
be part of something like this.”

The board passed a motion to cre-
ate an assistant executive director
position and to draft a formal job
description and salary range to be
presented in August’s board meeting.

The next monthly board meeting
open to the public will take place on
Thursday, August 17 at 8 p.m.

Landscaping Employee
Convicted of Theft

ELIZABETH – A Newton resident
who stole money from a landscaping
customer was convicted in Elizabeth
on July 20 after a three-day jury trial
even though he skipped out of court
after the first day of testimony.

Assistant Prosecutor Eileen Walsh
said the jury deliberated for about two
hours after a trial before Superior Court
Judge James Heimlich found Randall
Zandstra, 43, a former Bound Brook
resident, guilty of third-degree theft.

She said the jury heard testimony
that the defendant accepted a $16,500
cash payment from a client in Berke-
ley Heights for landscaping work
completed in September of 2000 but
kept the funds. When his employer,
the owner of Parker Plantscape in
Scotch Plains, discovered the follow-
ing year that the monies were never
turned in he called Scotch Plains Po-
lice and a follow-up investigation by
Detective Sergeant Brian Donnelly
led to the charges.

After a investigation of the case,
Mr. Donnelly warns all consumers
that “the best way to protect yourself

from (these crimes) is to never pay in
cash. Without using checks, there is
no paper trail and no way to chart
where the money is going.”

When contacted by The Leader,
Mr. Zandstra’s lawyer, Vincent
Sanzone, said, “I am very disap-
pointed with the verdict. The judge
issued a bench warrant, but (Zandstra)
cannot be sentenced until he is found.”

In regard to Zandstra leaving court,
Mr. Sanzone said, “He failed to show
up after lunch. I can only guess that
something happened to him or that he
got sick.”

“He is a man with a history of
criminal offenses and he should be
returned to face justice,” Ms. Walsh
said. He faces between five and 10
years in state prison.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, Zandstra was convicted of ag-
gravated assault from Texas from
1994, an attempted murder convic-
tion from 2005 from a shooting that
occurred in Texas in 1988 and a con-
viction for mail fraud from New York
from last year.

WF BOE Holds Public
Meeting on August 1
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will hold a brief
public meeting on Tuesday, August 1,
at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

The purpose of the meeting will be
to authorize submission to the State
Department of Education the district’s
plans to renovate Lincoln School as
an early childhood center (pre-K dis-
abled and kindergarten) and to ex-
pand the cafeteria and library at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. If
approved, the board will hold a pub-
lic referendum in December to fi-
nance the cost of the projects.

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W
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Assistant Principal Resigns
For Mendham Position

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) bid a “bittersweet” farewell to
Beechwood School Assistant Princi-
pal and Curriculum Coordinator
Michael Craver Tuesday night as they
approved his resignation.

Mr. Craver, who joined the district
last year, has accepted a position as
principal in Morris County’s
Mendham Township.

Mr. Craver said the position first
became available after the 2005-2006
school year had ended, so he was not
able to say goodbye to the district.

He said he could not pass up the
opportunity to advance in his career.
His new position is also a 2.5-mile
ride from his home, which was an-
other bonus, he said.

“The experience that I’ve had here
has been amazing,” he said. “I’m tak-
ing all that I learned with me.”

Mr. Craver said this new opportu-
nity is “bittersweet,” because it will
be difficult to leave. He credited Chief
School Administrator (CSA), Rich-
ard O’Malley, the BOE, parents, stu-
dents and teachers for his experience
in Mountainside, adding that his stint
in the district was the “foundation”
for his administrative career.

The BOE and Mr. O’Malley wished
Mr. Craver well in his new undertak-
ing. “A lot has to be said for what has
been done in one year,” Mr. O’Malley
said. “I wish you the best of luck. I
know you’ll do well in any endeavor.”

The district has already advertised
to fill Mr. Craver’s position. Mr.
O’Malley said he has already received
dozens of resumes. He will screen
candidates and a committee will be
formed to conduct interviews.

The district also has openings for a
volleyball coach and an administra-
tive position. And while there are a
few positions that still need to be
filled, the board also approved the
hiring of several new staff members.

Mr. O’Malley recognized the new
members of the teaching staff, say-
ing, “We were able to attract and

obtain some real quality people.”
He said for the fourth-grade teacher

position alone he received more than
200 resumes.

Joining the staff will be Supervisor
of Technology Michele Savvides.
“We’re very excited to have her on
board,” said Mr. O’Malley, empha-
sizing her “vast knowledge” in tech-
nology and her ability to write district
policies and manage budgets. Given
that the job is now a 12-month posi-
tion, Ms. Savvides will also teach
classes in grades six through eight.

Other new hires include kindergar-
ten teacher Erica Greenwald and
fourth-grade teacher Kimberly
Schwartz, both from the Bedminster
school district. Seventh-grade lan-
guage arts teacher Michelle Buccola
and eighth-grade science teacher
Wendy Milligan were also hired, along
with special education teacher Chris-
tine Fragati and kindergarten class-
room assistant Cindy Thompson.

Mr. O’Malley said he was “proud”
the district is able to attract such “in-
novative teachers with a lot of energy.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved the school lunch program
biosecurity plan.

Board president John Perrin ex-
plained that the plan covers every-
thing from food ingredients to prepa-
ration. It also tracks drivers and deliv-
ery, so there is a “good, strong paper
trail for everything your kids con-
sume from start to finish.”

Mr. O’Malley pointed out the plan
will also impact what foods will be
allowed for classroom parties, because
it controls everything served at school.

The board also approved a school
nutrition policy, which was already
introduced last school year.

Mr. O’Malley said that because the
district proceeded with the state man-
dated plan “aggressively” last school
year, Mountainside is one year ahead
of most of the 610 other school dis-
tricts in New Jersey.

In other business, Mr. O’Malley said
plans are on track for the district’s new
computers and multimedia systems.

New computers are being installed
in sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade
classrooms. New multimedia systems
are also being installed in seventh-
and eighth-grade science classrooms
and second-grade classrooms at
Beechwood Elementary School.
There will also be two wireless carts
with computers available at Deerfield
Elementary School.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, August 22 at 7:30 p.m.

someday want to use the Lincoln
School for its own educational pur-
poses.”

The letter points out that Westfield
Superintendent of Schools William
Foley recommended a one-year tran-
sition period for Hillcrest to the BOE,
which has “voted not to renew the
Lincoln School lease.”

Mr. Wolf in his legal brief stated,
“Stern and Hopper move to intervene
in these proceedings because they
have been victimized by the Hillcrest
students and have very real and sig-
nificant safety concerns with the con-
tinuation of the lease.”

“I am not taking a position on that
(notice of intervention). I believe that
the commission (UCESC) is object-
ing to the intervention,” Mr. Kaplow
stated.

According to the legal brief sub-
mitted by the firm of Collins, Vella,
and Casello, LLC, who represent
UCESC, Elizabeth is an Abbott
school district; therefore, they are
required to provide the Hillcrest
program. However, the Elizabeth
school district does not have the
facilities to operate such a program
within the district, according to the
brief.

The brief states that the “neigh-
bors started a campaign against re-
newal of the lease and nothing the
UCESC was willing to do satisfied
them. The incident was used to ma-
lign the entire Hillcrest program and
its students. Unfortunately, Hillcrest
students now stand accused when
anything happens in the neighbor-
hood.”

The brief states that “staff mem-
bers will have to be terminated pursu-
ant to their employment contracts,
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Hillcrest Litigation
which require 30 days notice of ter-
mination.”

Newly Hired UCESC Superinten-
dent William Petrino said 18 UCESC
staff are employed at Hillcrest North
in Westfield. “If I don’t have a facility
to operate in, then I will have to
eliminate those positions.” Some staff
members may have “bumping rights”
due to tenure and years of service, so
there may be alternate positions for
them, he said.

He said the UCESC is “looking for
accommodations every day, and have
been searching the business property
guide for Union County, a publica-
tion put out by the Union County
board of chosen freeholders and the
Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.”

Regarding Elizabeth’s motion to
intervene, Mr. Petrino said,
“Elizabeth’s motion is more of a tech-
nicality. The paper submitted today
(Tuesday) to the judge verified the
obvious. The judge asked to affirm in
writing (the intervention).”
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Westfield Council
Haas said police felt a safety issue
would arise if the one-way designa-
tion remained temporarybecause
“people wouldn’t know if it [were] a
one-way or not.”

Ultimately, the draft ordinance will
go back to the public safety commit-
tee for further review, especially to
amend issues concerning the one-
way street. The council will evaluate
the ordinance during the  first 30 days
of the school year.

In other business, Town Engineer
Ken Marsh informed the council
that the physical quiet-zone im-
provements were completed yes-
terday at the Rahway Avenue train
crossing. A quiet zone is an area at
a railroad crossing without train
whistles.

CSX and Conrail, along with the
Department of Transportation and the
Federal Railroad Administration, still
must make final inspections before
the process can move forward, town
officials said.

Under his finance policy commit-
tee report, chairman Peter Echausse
said his committee gave Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea direction to
formulate a survey to “get answers on
issues of legal compensation” for the
town attorney.

Mr. Echausse added, “The goal
was to get a feeling for what the
market is, not only in Union County,
but from towns that are like
Westfield – whether it be popula-
tion [or] wealth.” He said the survey
will be sent to 30 towns, including
“alike towns,” such as Princeton
and Ridgewood. He hopes to have
responses in September and make

recommendations in October.
Under the Code Review and Town

Property Committee report, chairman
Mr. Foerst updated the council on
Verizon’s intention to perform a cell-
phone transmission test at fire station
two, which, according to Mr. Foerst,
will require bringing in a crane and
emitting a signal to see if the area is
appropriate.

Mr. Gildea said the structure will
not be on top of the roof, but next to
the back door where a small “lattice-
looking antenna” stands. The council
approved Verizon to conduct the crane
test but has not committed to any-
thing further.

At the start of the meeting, Rec-
reation Director Bruce Kauffman
and Assistant Director Dee Mackay,
along with a representative of Over-
look Hospital, outlined the
hospital’s plans to donate to
Westfield a gazebo in Clark Park
where an existing pathway ends.
The area will remain a passive park
with no field play.

The 16-foot gazebo will feature
seven benches and a resting area. The
recreation department and the hospi-
tal continue to coordinate their ef-
forts to unveil the structure for
Overlook’s centennial celebration in
October.

At next week’s regular meeting,
the council will vote to approve demo-
litions at 930 Coolidge Street, 12
North Wickom Drive, 737 Prospect
Street, 885 East Broad Street, 830
Kimball Avenue, 808 Lawrence Av-
enue, 696 Rahway Avenue, 1423 East
Broad Street, 528 Boulevard and 505
Parkview Avenue.
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STILL NO BUDGET…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, and Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern, left, are shown here during Tuesday night’s borough council
meeting. The governing body failed to take action to adopt the municipal budget
as it waits for word from Trenton on its application for extraordinary aid.


