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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE GIRLS OF JOSEPH…Westfield residents Carla Ralston, Mia Pafumi and
Lindsey Romano rehearse with music director Keith Presty for the upcoming
show, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, to be held at David
Brearley High School auditorium in Kenilworth. The curtain goes up at 7:30
nightly. Tickets may be purchased at the door.

Westfield Teens Shine in Brearley’s
‘Joseph and the Dreamcoat’ Drama

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

WESTFIELD – Sometimes an ac-
tor just needs a little push to get out on
stage.

For Westfield teen Mia Pafumi, it
took seeing some of her friends per-
forming last summer to get her to
audition this year.

“I came to see Barnum and that’s
what got me to try out this year,” said
Mia, a junior at Westfield High
School.

She will be one of three actresses

playing the role of the narrator in the
Andrew Lloyd Webber/Tim Rice
musical Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat. Hosted at
David Brearley High School in
Kenilworth, the show runs nightly
July 27, 28 and 29.

The production body presenting
the musical is C.A.S.T., Community
Actors Student Theater, which has
existed in the Kenilworth school for
decades.

Westfield resident Mark Boyd, who
directs shows for C.A.S.T., said of
Mia’s talent, “it’s the real deal.” In
fact, Boyd knew she would be terrific
in the role of Pharaoh, who imperson-

ates Elvis Presley.
“I learned from ‘an inside source’

that Mia is really a big time Elvis fan/
impersonator, so I couldn’t wait to
see her get into it and do her thing as
the king,” he said.

Other students from Westfield play
various roles in the show. It is WHS
sophomore Carla Ralston’s sixth year
performing with the group.

“I was in the Wizard of Oz with
C.A.S.T. a few years ago, and it was
such a thrilling experience, I just keep
coming back every year,” Carla said.

Carla said it is not just the roar of
the crowd that lures her, but also the
people she works with in the produc-
tion. “We have good people here.
Mark (Boyd) is honest with us. He
lets us try things with the character,
and then he critiques us.”

Hannah Clark, a sixth grader at
Holy Trinity in Westfield, is in her
second year with the five-week sum-
mer theater program.

When Carla said, “We’re a family
here; we bond,” Hannah nodded in
agreement.

It is rising WHS senior Lindsey
Romano’s first production with this
theater group.

Matthew Boyd, the director’s son,
plays the role of Benjamin, one of
Jacob’s twelve sons in the show.

Director Boyd admits he likes to
“drill in the basics” of acting.  He
hopes to instill the fundamentals of
theater in the pre-teens and teens as
they perform Joseph, Boyd’s 25th
show.

“I ask (students) all sorts of ques-
tions about their character to help
them know the person they are play-
ing,” he explained. “I ask the kids to
make good choices as a character and
encourage them when they hit it and
jokingly make gagging noises when
they don’t,” he said.

The director continued, “When it’s
done, I want them to have worked
hard, be prepared and to have learned
the process. That process is what at-
tracts me to theater in general.”

That process must be rewarding
because it draws so many students
back to school each summer when
they don’t have to attend.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMAZEMENT…Westfield resident Mark Boyd, left, directs Zachary Infante as
the lead character Joseph and Matthew Boyd who plays Benjamin in the
upcoming production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. The Tim
Rice/Andrew Lloyd Webber musical runs July 27, 28 and 29 at the air-conditioned
David Brearley High School auditorium in Kenilworth. The 7:30 p.m. curtain
rises to reveal the talents of six cast members who are Westfield preteens and
teens. Tickets may be purchased at the door.

Bryan Krichilsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JAZZ AT ITS FINEST…Carrie Jackson (center) sings as her band plays  its jazz
tunes, which include a Cajun style version of “You Are My Sunshine” at the
“Sweet Sounds Downtown” Jazz Festival on Tuesday July 11. The band members
are Steve Freeman on bass, Adam Schwartz on keyboard and Gordon Lane on
drums.

Westfield Author Debuts Romantic
First Novel Inspired By Her Dream

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – There are many
reasons why people turn to writing
and become authors.

Take Westfield resident Lois Win-
ston, for example.

The author of the recently released
“Talk Gertie to Me,” was inspired to
write by a dream she had while trav-
eling on a business trip in the spring
of 1995.

“It was such a vivid dream that
continued for so many nights that I
decided to get it down,” Mrs. Winston
explains.

By the end of the summer she had
produced a manuscript that was re-
vised into her first book, “Loves, Lies
& a Double Shot of Deception,” which
will be released in June 2007.

Mrs. Winston calls her first effort
“drivel,” and acknowledges that
“Loves, Lies & a Double Shot of
Deception” underwent huge trans-
formations to bring it from the manu-
script stage to publication. In the pro-
cess, she learned about various writ-
ing techniques including point of view
and setting a timeframe.

“Talk Gertie to Me,” Mrs. Winston’s
first published work, was created at a
time when “chick lit” - a type of
writing featuring strong, unpredict-
able heroines and appealing more to
women than to men - first became
popular.

“Bridget Jones’s Diary” had just
come out, and publishers were look-
ing for something that could be con-
sidered ‘chick lit,’ yet was a little
different,” explained the author. “I
like writing outside the box. I enjoy a
challenge.”

Mrs. Winston’s “Talk Gertie to Me,”
written from two separate points of
view, was exactly what her publisher
was looking for. Billed as a contem-

porary romance, “Talk Gertie to Me”
is, according to the book’s promoter,
“part romantic comedy, part chick lit,
and part hen lit.”

The novel is a comedic look at the
life of Nora Stedworth, a sexy single
woman enjoying the good life in
Manhattan, whose life is disrupted by
the unexpected arrival of her mother
from her hometown of Ten Com-

mandments, Iowa.
To deal with this unexpected crimp

in her lifestyle, Nora turns to her
imaginary childhood friend, Gertie.

Mrs. Winston, a Newark native who
has lived in Westfield for the past
eight years, holds a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree in Graphic Design and
Illustration from Tyler School of Art,
a part of Temple University.

For several years, Mrs. Winston has
worked in the consumer crafts indus-
try as a designer of craft and needle-
work projects for both kit manufactur-
ers and craft magazine and book pub-
lishers. Her knowledge of and involve-
ment in the craft industry is used as a
backdrop in “Talk Gertie to Me.”

Along with romance novels, Mrs.
Winston also writes mysteries and
novels that combine different genres.
One of her yet to be published books
is the first in a mystery series.

A dedicated writing contest en-
trant, she has placed as a finalist and
won Romance Writers of America
(RWA) chapter contests as well as the
St. Martin’s Press Malice Domestic

‘Amethyst’ Plays Tributes
To the Music of the ‘80s

AREA – The Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival concert series, spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, continues on
Wednesday, July 26 at 7:30 p.m. in
Echo Lake Park with a performance by
the ‘80s rock tribute band, Amethyst.

Amethyst is making its first ap-
pearance on the Echo Lake Park stage.
The East Brunswick-based musicians
have been called New Jersey’s num-
ber one tribute band, and are popular
in many shore areas, entertaining the
public with a variety of ‘80s music
such as, Billy Idol, Prince, J. Geils
Band and others.

The Union County Information van
will also be at the concert site, with
representatives from the Union
County Clerk’s Office available to
answer questions and offer informa-
tion about important services avail-
able to Union County residents.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

August 2- Yasgur’s Farm
(Woodstock rock) plus JoBonanno &
the Godsons of Soul;

August 9- Mustang Sally (coun-
try);

August 16- The Nerds (Jersey Shore
party band);

August 23- Ed Palermo Big Band
with Rob Paparozzi, sponsored by
Schering-Plough Corp.;

August 30- The Party Dolls, spon-
sored by Conoco Phillips-Bayway Re-
finery.

If it rains, the concerts will be held

in the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, located on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For up-
to-date concert/rain information call
the

Parks and Recreation hot-line at
(908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the concert.

For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities at (908) 527-
4900.

Lois Winston

contest for mysteries. In the last two
years, she placed as a double finalist
in RWA’s Golden Heart contest in
both the Single Title Romance and
Novel with Romantic Elements cat-
egories. It was winning the Dorchester
Publishing’s American Title contest
that led to her publishing contract for
“Talk Gertie to Me.”

As a member of RWA, she con-
ducts courses on writing contests for
an online chapter of RWA called From
the Heart Romance Writers.

She has also been a judge in more
than 50 writing contests.

A member of several writers’ organi-
zations, including the New Jersey Ro-
mance Writers, Valley Forge Romance
Writers, Kiss of Death and Chick Lit
Writers of the World, Mrs. Winston uses
these groups to meet and network with
other authors, and to gain additional
information about the craft of writing.

She is the author of nine completed
novels and she is at work on numbers
10 and 11. A few of these books are
set in the town of Westfield.

Mrs. Winston’s books are available
wherever books are sold. To read more
about her, log on to her website:
loiswinston.com.

Comedy of Errors
Performed at WML

WESTFIELD – The Shakespeare
Theatre of New Jersey will perform
The Comedy of Errors by William
Shakespeare on Wednesday, July 26
at 7 p.m. at the Westfield Memorial
Library.

Audiences will delight in this light-
hearted farce wherein two sets of
identical twins, separated at birth, are
reunited in a series of increasingly
improbable and ridiculous events,
leading up to a joyful conclusion.

Registration for this free perfor-
mance is recommended and is open
for full service for Westfield Memo-
rial Library and M.U.R.A.L.
cardholders.

Nostalgia Band
Performs July 27

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Swing Band, “Nostal-
gia,” under the leadership of Sal
Melillo and conducted by Sam
Calello, will perform its sixth season
of concerts in Mindowaskin Park on
July 27 at 7:30 p.m.

The band, along with vocalist Grace
Henning, will highlight big band
music of the 1930s and 1940s. Many
of the scores are the original arrange-
ments used to recreate the sounds and
styles of Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy
Dorsey, Count Basie, Glenn Miller,
Benny Goodman, Harry James and
Artie Shaw.

The event is free to the public;
audience members are encouraged to
bring blankets or chairs. The Westfield
Community Swing Band and this
concert series are sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department.

Music Fest ’06 to be
Held at Nomahegan

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will present
Music Fest ’06 on Saturday, Septem-
ber 16, in Cranford’s Nomahegan
Park, featuring veteran Jersey Shore
rockers LaBamba’s Big Band and
guest vocalist Southside Johnny,
along with Welsh Rockers, The Alarm,
and the critically acclaimed Beatles
cover band, Fab Faux.

Music Fest ’06, a free outdoor con-
cert, will be held from noon until 10
p.m. In the event of rain, it will be
held at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside on another date. The
headlining act will be announced soon
and posted at ucmusicfest.com.

The day will include entertainment,
rides, games and activities for young
children provided by the Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee from noon to 4
p.m. Kids Kingdom will be adjacent
to the concert area so the whole fam-
ily can enjoy the outing.

Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Food and re-
freshment vendors will be available.

Westfield Area Chamber Holds
First Car Show of the Summer
By DON WILLIAMS

and BRYAN KRICHILSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) held
its first car show of the summer on
Sunday in a portion of the train sta-
tion parking lot on South Avenue.

The show, which ran from 3 to 5
p.m., was open to any vehicle owners
who wished to register their cars for
$5. Owners came from as far  as Perth
Amboy, and a good number of
Westfield residents turned out de-
spite temperatures in the high 90s to
view the selection.

This is the first year the car show
has been held in the South Avenue
train station parking lot and the first
year it has been held on a Sunday
afternoon. “We used to have the car
shows on Quimby Street and Elm
Street, and they were held on week-
day evenings,” said Westfield resi-
dent Bill Mackey, who coordinates
car shows around the area and has
worked with the WACC for the past
four years to organize Westfield’s
shows. “(The car shows) get people
to meet people and talk to them. They
are very good for the town.”

“It’s too bad it was so hot today,”
Mr. Mackey told The Westfield Leader
and The Times. “We would have had
a lot more cars and visitors come if
the temperature had been lower and
we weren’t in this hot parking lot
with no shade.”

The show was given some spice
from a live performance by “The
Booglerizers,” a Cajun-style band that
played in a tent under a sign from
local sponsor Golden Age Instruments
of South Avenue.

Wayne Scott of Piscataway was
one of the entrants who braved the
heat. He brought his 1998 Chevrolet
Corvette, which he had personally
customized and designed to be a trib-
ute to America, with details ranging
from American flag decals, to a van-
ity USAFLAG license plate, to a col-
orful display on the inside of the hood
portraying a bald eagle and referenc-
ing September 11.

“I’ve been patriotic my whole life,”
said Mr. Scott, who is a Vietnam
veteran. “It’s a Fourth of July car.” He
has shown his Corvette over the last

five years in Corvette shows around
the country and has been featured in
two automotive magazines.

George Salzman of Union brought
his 1957 Studebaker. Mr. Salzman
participates primarily in Studebaker
shows and has driven with his wife
in the car as far as Madison, Wis.
and South Bend, Ind. to participate
in these shows. He has also been
active in Westfield’s car shows. “I’ve
been doing these shows since they
started,” he said.

Romeo Abbate of Clark brought
his 1930 Model A-4 Huxter, which
was a gift to him nine years ago from
his daughters. He has completely re-
modeled the rear of the vehicle into a
produce truck.

“I put on the fenders and redid all
the wood (on the back of the truck),”
said Mr. Abbate. “I wanted to make
this truck into one of the trucks I saw
growing up in Newark.”

Arthur Lloyd of Union arrived in
his 1953 MG convertible. He bought
the car, which still has all its original
parts and paint job, because it re-
minded him of his 1952 MG he had in
college and used to “woo” his wife.

Mr. Lloyd has traced the car’s own-
ership back three owners to Michi-
gan, but the car was built in Abington,
England. He told The Leader and The
Times that the car had most recently

been owned by a realtor who showed
properties to prospective buyers, one
at a time, in the two-seat convertible.

“It’s a good car,” he said, tapping
the rear fender. “Everything is solid.”

Mr. Lloyd had originally planned
to bring his 1928 Franklin, but de-
cided not to because of the risk of
overheating the engine in the hot
weather.

Mike Katzara of Piscataway
brought his 2002 Dodge Viper GTS,
which has all stock parts. Mr. Katzara,
who is Wayne Scott’s neighbor, regu-
larly participates in car shows with
the Viper, as well as with a Corvette
he owns.

Mr. Katzara noted that the Viper is
fun to drive. “It’s like a rocket on
wheels,” he said.

At the end of the afternoon, Mr.
Mackey and WACC Executive Di-
rector Naomi McElynn presented
trophies to the owners of cars who
had won for different categories.
The winners were: Best in Show,
’69 Chevy Sherell, Charlie B.; Best
Late Model, ’00 Porsche Boxter,
Chuck Riordan; Oldest Car, ’29
Ford Leatherback,  Richard
Weingart; Best Classic Car, ’68
Shelby, Gary Joseph; Best Spe-
cialty Paint, ’53 Mercury, Rich
Morgeton; Best Bone Stock, An-
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Bryan Krichilsky for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SHOW FOR THE AGES…Romeo Abbate of Clark won the Best Specialty
Truck award for his 1930 Model A-4 Huxter at the car show on Sunday in the
parking lot on the south side of the train station. Twenty-two awards were given
out and the turnout was decent considering the high temperatures.


