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ROGERS RIPS 3 DBLS; HARCOURT, LIPSHITZ ADD 4 RBI

SPF Blanks Kenilworth, 11-0,
Captures Cranford 9s Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood nine-
year old tournament team took ad-
vantage of the 10-run mercy rule to
make short work of Kenilworth with
an 11-0 trouncing in the champion-
ship game of the Cranford Baseball
Tournament on July 13.

Nine Raiders contributed to mount
a 14-hit punishing. Leadoff hitter Jef-
frey Rodgers thumped three doubles
and an RBI. Danny Harcourt and Zach
Lipshitz combined for two doubles,
three singles and four RBI. However,
the glory was throughout the lineup.
No. 4 batter Kevin Maxwell rapped
an RBI double, Tyler Kovacs and
Garrett Zito each bopped RBI singles.
Christian Isolda singled and got two
RBI and Ryan McSherry worked a
walk and poked in a run. Pitcher Ryan
Jensen joined the group by banging

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Midway Avenue softball team
arrived at Forest Road Park in Fanwood
with a bonanza of ammo and lit up the
sky with a 12-hit bombardment to
dominate Willoughby, 8-0, in Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association
(FOMSA) action on July 13.

The crafty pitching skills by ace
pitcher Tony Ciulio made the differ-
ence. Ciulio yielded singles to Al
Betau, Rick Regenthal and P.J. Breece
and a double to Jason Barich over the
seven-inning game. Midway Avenue’s
Steve Ditrilio singled in the second
inning and battered a towering two-
run homer to highlight the third in-
ning. Matt Cahill carried plenty of
ammo and fired off three doubles and

scored two runs. Paul Meade jolted
two hits and scored a run. Leadoff
hitter Jerry Bianco yanked a single
and had an RBI and Greg Hobson
banged out two hits. Matt Blasi deliv-
ered a beauty of a bunt for a double,
and Frankie DiGiovanni thumped a
single.

Both teams made several fine defen-
sive plays, including a double play (DP)
by Midway in the first inning. Versatile
shortstop Bianco scooped a grounder,
stepped on second and tossed to Hobson
at first for the DP. Bianco also halted
two vicious liners. Jay White initiated
two fine plays at second and Meade in
left centerfield performed a superb back-
hand flick. Willoughby’s Regenthal and
Steve Betau demonstrated strong, whip-
action throws.

Midway scored two runs in the
bottom of the first inning and Bianco
got the ball rolling by poking a single
to left. With one out, Ditrilio added a
single past third and Cahill pasted a
sharp two-run double to right.

The Midway man cut loose with
three more runs in the third. Hobson
drilled a leadoff single and Meade
punched an RBI single as a teammate
commented, “There you go!” Ditrilio
stepped up to the plate and jolted a
two-run homer to right as another
teammate hollered, “Holy cow! You
beat him.”

After another teammate shouted,
“Attack the ball, let’s get more,” Mid-
way produced three additional runs
in the fifth. Hobson singled and Matt
Blasi reached second on a perfect
bunt to third. Bianco lofted a sac fly
scoring Hobson. Next, Meade beat
out the throw to first scoring Blasi,
which immediately raised a question
from Bianco.

He said, “Paul, where did you get
that speed?”

Meade shocked his onlookers more
when he trotted home on a series of
misdirected throw-arounds.
Willoughby 000 000 0 0
Midway Avenue 203 030 x 8

JENSEN TOSSES SHUTOUT, Ks 9; McSHERRY 2-FOR-2

SP-F 9s Defeat Warren, 4-1
To Win Ripken District Title

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The nine-year old Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Gold baseball team, closed
out its season at Booth Field in Scotch
Plains on July 15 by knocking off
previously undefeated Warren, 4-1,
in the finals of the Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament. Warren had defeated
South Orange-Maplewood, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Westfield White and
Westfield Blue according to Warren
manager Joe Doren.

Raider pitcher Ryan Jensen tossed
a five-inning, no-hitter, sat down nine
batters and walked five. Zach Lipshitz
fanned two batters and snatched the
third out in his one-inning relief ap-
pearance. The Raiders committed
three miscues, including one in the
third inning that resulted into the lone
Warren run.

The Raiders totaled eight hits.
Jensen bashed a single and lofted an
RBI sacrifice. Jeffrey Rodgers rapped
two hits and scored a run and Lipshitz
mangled a double and scored a run.
Ryan McSherry had two hits and a
walk. Christian Isolda and Kevin
Maxwell each had singles.

Catcher J.T Bierne made a sweet
run-preventing gun-down play in the
fourth inning then repeated the feat in

the fifth when fired a successful laser
to Rogers covering second.

“Yesterday, my dad said that he
wanted me to step and throw so I just
tried to do that and I threw him out,”

said Bierne. “In the fifth inning, we
were in trouble with the bases loaded,
so it felt really good when I threw the

runner out. That was one of the big
outs.”

“I was thinking that that last pitch
was a strike, I don’t know. I just bared
down and threw as hard as I could,

right down the plate,” added Bierne.
Leftfielder McSherry made a super
running snag in the second and Lipshitz
scooped up a difficult liner in the fifth.

The Raiders scored two runs in the
bottom of the second. McSherry,
Jensen and Isolda ripped singles to
load the pods. Bierne took a thump to
the shoulder that send McSherry home
then Rogers drilled a two-run single
to center.

Two more Raiders crossed the plate
in the third. Lipshitz hammered a
double to deep center, Maxwell
singled to left and McSherry ripped
and RBI past second. Maxwell trot-
ted across the plate when Jensen lofted
the ball to right.

“I was throwing a couple of change-
ups after tossing some fast pitches.
Then when I lost some control I
slowed it down,” said Jensen. “Part of
our success was because of J.T.
(Bierne) He was just phenomenal
behind the plate.”

Michael Dempsey, who did a phe-
nomenal job hosting the first ever
District 12 Tournament at Booth Field
said, “We had an eight-team tourna-
ment and at least five of the teams
could have won it. We put four good
teams in a round robin and we saw the
two best teams, Scotch Plains and
Warren in the finals. This has a long
standing tradition for Babe Ruth and
Cal Ripken and in our first year, we’re
pretty proud the way it worked.”
Warren 001 000 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 022 000 x 4

CIULIO FIRES 4-HITTER - DITRILIO RAPS 2-RUN HR

Midway Batters Willoughby
In Fanwood Softball, 8-0

two hits with an RBI.
In his three innings of work, Jensen

limited Kenilworth to four singles,
struck out five batters and walked
two. Lipshitz came to the mound in
the fourth, faced five batters, struck
out two and walked one. Defensively,
Isolda had the crowd buzzing with a
spectacular major league running snag
in the third inning and Rogers made a
fine put-out scoop at second.

“Winning this championship feels
great,” said Rogers. “The pitching,
the fielding, the hitting, it was all
great. It’s about dedication. We have
been practicing for this for four sea-
sons and this is what it all comes
down to.”

Kenilworth geared up to score when
they opened the game with back-to
back singles. Jensen however kicked
himself in high gear with two
strikeouts and scooped up a grounder

to end the inning.
“I wasn’t trying to throw too hard,

just trying to get it across the plate
because I know I have good infielders
behind me. I was just trying to get it
done,” said Jensen. “On different
mounds, I slide sometimes, so this by
far was the best mound that I have
pitched on, so it’s great.”

The Raiders produced five runs in
the bottom of the inning. Rogers
doubled. Danny Harcourt followed
with an RBI double to center and
Lipshitz drilled an RBI single to right.
Maxwell unleashed an RBI double.
McSherry mashed an RBI sac fly and
Jensen and Isolda joined the group
with run-scoring singles.

Another Raider scored in the sec-
ond inning when Rogers ripped his
second double, swiped a bag and hur-
ried home on Lipshitz’s double.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRAFTY PITCHING SKILLS…Midway pitcher Tony Ciulio yielded only three
singles and a double en route to an 8-0 victory over Willoughby.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT CHAMPIONS…The Little Raiders 9-year-old team won the Cal
Ripken District 12 Championship with a 4-1 win over Warren.

WESTFIELD $899,000 FANWOOD $559,000

WESTFIELD $699,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $749,000

FANWOOD $419,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $799,000

Classically styled center hall Colonial offers hardwood floors, ex-
quisite moldings, custom built-ins, front to back Living Room, large
Formal Dining Room, sun-filled Family Room, nice-sized Eat-In
Kitchen, master Bedroom with bath.  Near everything location.

Updated 4 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial on cul-de-sac, Living Room
with fireplace, beautiful Kitchen, within minutes to NYC transpor-
tation, schools and town.  Ready for immediate occupancy.

Storybook center hall Colonial offers hardwood floors, natural wood
molding, spacious Family Room with cathedral ceiling, skylights and
sliding glass door to deck off updated Kitchen, updated bath, 6 large
Bedrooms, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, base-
ment Recreation Room, CAC and close to everything location.

Just right!  Welcome to a delightful center hall Colonial that will
surround you with quiet quality, just a step above a charming, wind-
ing street.  Along with 4 Bedrooms, there is a Family Room, den
and park-like yard.

Modern in country setting!  On a premier cul-de-sac Scotch Plains
half acre, this modern home offers 8 rooms and includes 3 Bed-
rooms, 2.5 new baths, 2-story Living Room with fireplace.  Open
floor plan provides fabulous entertaining.

Don’t miss this spacious Ranch overlooking the park.  Includes Liv-
ing Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen, 3
Bedrooms, 2 full baths.  All on a large lot in a secluded setting, yet
steps to NYC train, town and schools.

Introducing For Sale:
117 Eaglecroft Road, Westfield, NJ

Charming and bright 3

bedroom colonial on the

Northside of Westfield.

Walk to schools, town and

train. Features window

seats, crown moldings,

hardwood floors, built-ins,

restored ornamental steam

radiators, central A/C,

updated kitchen and bath.

Call Jamie at 908.370.8012. 

Asking $579,900
Open House

Sunday, July 23, 1-5 p.m.


