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MIKOVITS SLAPS 2-RUN SINGLE; GLEN, RBI DOUBLE

Westfield 11s Top Long Hill
In NJ League Baseball, 5-2

ISOLDA, MAXWELL, LIPSHITZ UNLOAD; IRVING RBI

SP-F Gold Stops Westfield 9s
In Ripken District Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key run-preventing fielding plays
and a productive four-run first inning
paved the way for the Westfield 11-
year-old baseball team to top Long
Hill, 5-2, in North Jersey League ac-
tion at Gumbert Field in Westfield on
July 13. Both teams featured fine
pitching performances and solid de-
fensive skills.

Westfield starting pitcher Quinn
Dursee and relievers Scott Thomp-
son and Kevin Golasso combined for

six strikeouts and demonstrated their
control by yielding just two walks.
Long Hill starting pitcher Spencer
Truesdale and reliever Tommy
Giaimo limited Westfield to five hits
while striking out three and walking
five.

Kevin Mikovits had two of
Westfield’s hits, one a two-run single
in the first inning. Brett Glen ripped
an RBI double and walked in his two
plate appearances. Charlie Cullinan
singled and scored a run and Thomp-
son had an RBI single. Brian Githens,

Christian Burgdorf and Dursee each
scored a run.

“All our games have been low scor-
ing and well-played defensively.
That’s the way it’s been all year. We
are still searching for our offense,”
said Westfield Head Coach John
Githens. “We put together a good
inning. We thought that wouldn’t be
enough but our pitching was out-
standing.”

The boys from Long Hill actually
out-hit Westfield, 9-5, but in five of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Well-schooled in the sport of base-
ball, 9-year-olds from the Westfield
White and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Gold met face-to-face in the semifi-
nals of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament at Memorial Field in
Scotch Plains on July 14 and the home
team emerged with a 7-1 victory to
advance to the championship game.

With the guidance of experienced
coaches, several who play in local men’s
softball leagues, both teams demon-

strated remarkable defensive skills,
exhibited control pitching and had con-
trolled aggressiveness at the plate.

In his five innings on the mound,
Little Raider starter Jeffrey Rodgers
permitted only one walk and one run
and struck out two. Reliever Zach
Lipshitz recorded two strikeouts and
one walk. Westfield White starter
Mike Tivenan walked none and struck
out one in three innings and reliever
Matt Russo yielded no walks in his
two innings on the mound.

The Golden Little Raiders had more

success offensively, with timely hitting
that paid off in dividends, especially in
the decisive five-run third inning. Chris-
tian Isolda contributed heavily to the
Gold’s 10-hit attack, going 3-for-3, with
a two-run double and a run scored. No.
3 hitter Lipshitz added power with a
triple and a double and two runs scored.
Cleanup hitter Kevin Maxwell ripped a
pair of singles, had two RBI and scored
twice. Ryan McSherry singled, scored
and had an RBI; Danny Harcourt singled
and scored. Rogers had a single and a

SAINT GIBBONS CRASHES FENCE FOR WINNING RBI

St. Bart’s Saints Snip Angels
In Dramatic All-Star Finish

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Keith Gibbons drilled a line drive
off the left field fence with the bases
loaded in the bottom of the ninth
inning to give the Saints Division a
dramatic 8-7 victory over the Angels
Division in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League All-Star Game
at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 16. Gibbons’ shot came just
inches away from being a grand slam.

Gibbons finished 2-for-3 with one
RBI and a run scored in the Saints’
14-hit effort. Technically, Gibbon’s
shot was an RBI single since the
Saints needed only one run for the
victory but, realistically, it would have
been a three-run triple under different
circumstances.

“I was trying to hit a sacrifice fly,”
said Gibbons humbly.

Jim Hoelzel bashed a two-run triple,
singled and scored a run for the Saints
and Rich Mann doubled, singled, had
an RBI and scored twice. Scott Smith

had an RBI double and a single, Dave
Rothenberg yanked a two-run single,
Dennis Vuono singled and scored
twice and Tony Radice singled and

scored a run. George Gracia and Tom
Maher both singled, Harry Semple
scored a run and Kevin Woodring had
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE FORCE PLAY AT HOME…Westfield catcher Brian Githens puts the tag on Long Hills’ Troy Lewis in the
second inning to get the force out. Westfield defeated Long Hills, 5-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE…Little Raider first baseman Kevin Maxwell makes the putout in the third
inning against the Little Blue Devils White team. Maxwell made seven putouts in the game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT BANANA ROUTE…St. Bart’s All-Star pitcher Frank Chupko cor-
rectly covers first as he gets the throw from first baseman Neal LeStrange.


