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21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

For a long time, New Jersey was lucky.
The state’s desirable location, its well-
trained workforce and the presence of
major educational institutions kept our
economic engine viable over the years.
However, luck doesn’t sustain or grow an
economy and now it would appear our
luck has run out.

Two of New Jersey’s leading econo-
mists, James Hughes and Joseph Seneca,
believe that New Jersey’s economy is in
a state of “alarming decline.” Once a
model in economic progress and innova-
tion, New Jersey now faces an uncertain
future, one that harkens back to the Great
Depression era. The economists’ report
signals that change is necessary, and that
New Jersey must begin to challenge the
status quo. It is time for wholesale gov-
ernment reform.

Creating a more attractive place in
which to work and live requires that a
state be affordable. New Jersey residents
now face some of the highest property
taxes in the country and on the heels of a
historic and costly state shutdown, resi-
dents and businesses alike will also feel
the impact of nearly $2 billion in new
taxes and fees – starting July 15. In record
numbers, individuals have been leaving
this state and businesses are beginning to
follow suit.

Wholesale budget reform requires that
the State stop its over-reliance on taxes
and begin to take a hard look at just how
it spends taxpayer money. The creation
and expansion of new fees and taxes over
the past five years have not succeeded in
improving New Jersey’s structural bud-
get problems, but coincide time-wise with
a marked loss in private sector jobs.

Similarly, half-hearted attempts by the
Democrat legislative leadership to pro-
duce comprehensive pay-to-play govern-
ment contracting reform has done little to
ensure that New Jersey is benefiting from
a system where contracts are truly awarded
based on merit. Pay-to-play costs the State
in so many ways because it stifles compe-
tition in the marketplace. New Jersey
should be doing everything it can to foster
a contracting system that rewards cost-
efficient, innovative, progressive enter-
prises and entrepreneurs. Wholesale, com-
prehensive pay-to-play reform is simply
good business.

Finally, wholesale reform must be made
in the way the State develops our economy
to its fullest promise and potential. Gov-
ernor Corzine has said that economic
development will become a priority in
September, and I have legislation that can
jumpstart his effort. Designated the “New
Jersey Economic Development Promo-
tion Act,” Senate bill 81 streamlines and
reorganizes State economic development
statutes in order to reinvent the State’s
approach to the way in which it helps
business “do business” in New Jersey.

Wholesale Trenton Reforms To
Turn off Dire Economic Alarms

My proposal calls for the elimination of
duplicate programs through the consoli-
dation of economic development pro-
grams under the umbrella of the New
Jersey Economic Development Agency
(EDA). Equally important, it calls for the
creation of new programs designed to
meet the challenges of the 21st century. It
targets the key industries important to
New Jersey and critical to the develop-
ment of good paying jobs.

Under Senate bill 81, one arm of the
EDA would provide financial assistance
and the other arm of the agency would
provide business support services, includ-
ing the highest quality technical assis-
tance, through a network of independent
and expert consultants. New Jersey ranks
last among its peers in productivity growth
within high tech firms, and has lost ground
to our competitor states, including Mas-
sachusetts, New York and Pennsylvania,
in both corporate sales and profit growth.
Therefore, an important and timely part
of the proposed reorganization effort
would be to encourage the development
of technology-based industries.

This effort would be enhanced by the
creation of an Office of Strategic Eco-
nomic Research charged with analyzing
economic, industrial, and demographic
trends in the state as well as surveying the
state’s transportation and distribution fa-
cilities and utilities and telecommunica-
tions infrastructure – all services designed
to assist businesses deciding to expand,
locate or relocate their operations in New
Jersey.

Thinking in larger terms, the integra-
tion of economic development programs
also has the potential of assisting technol-
ogy-based enterprises through other pro-
grams, including a completely revamped
export trade and international develop-
ment initiative, establishing offices abroad
to deal not only with the exports of goods
and services but also intellectual prop-
erty, as well as programs to develop a
“boutique” agricultural sector in the state
that will be devoted to developing the
capacity to provide agricultural products
year-round.

A newly integrated economic develop-
ment program will also provide an av-
enue for the sharing of new applied tech-
nologies developed in the state with older,
existing businesses in need of moderniza-
tion, in order that they may better com-
pete in the highly competitive global
economy.

Trenton can no longer ignore the fact
that its actions — good, bad or simply
negligent — have a direct impact on the
state’s marketplace. Wholesale reforms
of our state’s budget process, govern-
ment contracting procedures and eco-
nomic development programs are needed
if New Jersey wants to remain “open for
business” in the years to come.

UC Master Gardeners
Thank Community

The Master Gardeners of Union County
would like to thank the local community
for its support during our Spring Garden
Fair and Plant Sale this past May.

This is our major fundraiser, and the
funds raised enable us to offer horticul-
ture programs to nursing homes, schools
and other community organizations; to
grow fresh vegetables in our “Sharing
Garden” to distribute to shelters, commu-
nity food banks and soup kitchens; to
provide MG speakers on gardening top-
ics; and to grant annual awards to Union
County Vocational Technical School
(UCVTS) horticulture students and 4-H
for gardening activities with children.

We would also like to thank the follow-
ing individuals and nurseries for their
support of our Fair: Bonnie Baldasare and
UCVTS; Amberg Perennial Farm and
Garden Center; Bartell Farm and Garden
Supply; Dreyer Farms; Miele’s Green-
houses; Parker Gardens; Williams Nurs-
ery; the Union County Freeholders; and
the Division of Parks and Recreation.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers
Cooperative Research and Extension de-
liver horticulture programs and informa-
tion to the public. Anyone interested in
gardening and volunteerism can become
a Master Gardener. No previous educa-
tion or training in horticulture is required.
A Master Gardener class is starting this
fall at the Union County RCRE office in
Westfield. Contact Lynne Orlofsky at
(908) 654-9854 for an application.

Joanne Krueger
Chair, Spring Garden Fair

Cranford Resident Wonders
Who’s Watching Out For You?

Year-End Fire Drill Simply Gets Rid of
The Students at Edison in Westfield

Thank You Jr. League
Elizabeth Plainfield

Healthy Families Elizabeth Program
gives a heartfelt thanks to the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP)
for their support and volunteerism.

The program, housed in Holy Redeemer
Health Care System, offers support and
education to pregnant and first time moth-
ers, who are Elizabeth residents, 21 years
of age and younger. Through intensive
home visits to provide education on in-
fant and child development, strengthen
the family, and to assist families in find-
ing appropriate community resources, the
program aims to promote positive child-
hood outcomes.

Over the past three years, the JLEP was
instrumental in furthering the program
goals. They provided donations in the form
of maternity clothes, baby clothes, furni-
ture, toys and basic newborn essentials.

Throughout the year, the program also
offers group social events with an educa-
tional focus where the young women meet
other women, thus lending support among
one another. JLEP volunteers supported
each of these events, including the collec-
tion of more than 80 gifts for the children
of this program for the Holiday season.

The kindness and generosity the mem-
bers of JLEP have provided has been
instrumental in helping these young fami-
lies. Thank you for the support you have
given to the Healthy Families Program.

Arlene Slizewsk
Healthy Families-Elizabeth

On June 21, the school year at Edison
Intermediate ended with an unnecessary
fire drill. Students soon discovered that
the fire drill was performed by the order
of Vice Principal Mr. Matthew Block.
The sole purpose of the fire drill was to
cause students to exit the building and not
linger. This fire drill was not only unwar-
ranted, but caused panic, confusion, and a
sense of emergency.

First of all, New Jersey state law re-
quires only two fire drills per month
[N.J.A.C. 5:70 - 3.2 {BOCA F - 703.2}].
This requirement was already met for the
month of June. The state does allow school
districts to exceed this mandate, however
no such action has been performed in the
recent past. Another fire drill could have
been performed, but at the time of dis-
missal, it is not an opportune time to carry
one out. In addition it was not executed
properly. Portions of the fire drill took
place post dismissal. Also, students were
dismissed after the fire drill instead of re-
entering the building.

Other than not being legally required,
this fire drill was wrong and done with
utter disregard for the students. Through-
out the whole year, teachers and adminis-
trators attempt to create a caring environ-

ment. However, ending the school year
with a fire drill shows that they simply
want to get rid of the students. This shows
that the school has merely created a fa-
cade of compassion.

Alternative methods could have been
used. The regular dismissal bell could
have rung, and a majority of the students
would have exited without objection. After
ample time was provided to exit, teachers
and administrators would kindly, yet
firmly instruct the remaining students to
leave. Utilizing this method would be as,
if not more, effective than a fire drill.

Lastly, the Board of Education must
take some responsibility for this incident.
Although this was the idea of and carried
out by Vice Principal Mr. Matthew Block,
it is the Board of Education’s duty to
supervise these affairs. In the future, the
Board of Education could more closely
monitor what is happening in the schools
to ensure something like this will not
happen again.

Hopefully students will no longer have
to experience school ending with a fire
drill.

Corey Lipschutz, 7th Grade
Edison Inter. School, Westfield

Picture this: it’s a Friday night. It’s
summertime. Closing time for many busi-
nesses has arrived and people begin to fill
the streets preparing to depart and head
home. I, after wrapping up a long night at
work, join the departing patrons and head
toward my car, looking forward to return-
ing home after a trying day.

Much to my surprise, as I exit my
parking space and begin my journey home,
I am summoned by the lights of a Westfield
police officer’s vehicle to pull over. Ad-
hering to his request, I pull my vehicle to
the side of the road, eager to understand
what I did that warranted being pulled
over. The officer prompts me for my
license and registration, and shortly after
begins to issue me a summons for the
tinted windows of my vehicle.

As a law-abiding citizen of New Jer-
sey, I understood why the summons was
issued. I, however, cannot comprehend
how Westfield issues its priorities to its
officers. Are officers of Westfield obli-
gated to find a reason to issue a summons
to all stopped vehicles? I explained to the

officer that I felt there were far worse and
more pressing matters that required po-
lice attention, such as burglary, car theft,
violence and drugs.

Surprisingly, his response was
empathetic and ended with the officer
apologizing for issuing my summons and
directing me how to plead guilty or dis-
pute the issue in court. Despite his re-
morse and his apparent understanding of
my rationale, I am left contemplating
this: is the Westfield police department
really acting and serving in the best inter-
ests of this community?

My thoughts and opinions here are not
meant to disregard or discount all the
positive behaviors and courageous acts
I’m certain our police officers encounter
daily. It is, however, meant to provoke
this community to question whether or
not our officers of the law are truly acting
on behalf of ‘protecting and serving’ this
township.

Who’s watching out for you?

Leslie Buccine
Cranford

Scotch Plains Reader Prefers
Watching and Following Soccer

‘Now that the World Cup Is Over, Lets
Get to the Real Sports?’ - July 13 edito-
rial. This is quite a headline that caught
my eye. Since I am beating the heat by
staying indoors and avoiding my wife’s
project list, I thought I would respond.

I enjoy the rivalry between the Yan-
kees, Mets and Bosox as much as anyone
else but not to a fanatical level that many
do. I also enjoy the football rivalry be-
tween SPF and Westfield but not as much
as the soccer rivalry between the two,
which hits much closer to home for me.

I prefer watching and following soc-
cer. That doesn’t mean the Yankee fan is
someone to ridicule or treat rudely. It is
evident the author of this editorial does
not share my interest in soccer. Every-
one is entitled to his or her opinion and

those in journalism get to share theirs in
print. I wonder what the reason is that
this particular author felt it necessary to
write in such a condescending tone re-
garding soccer.

In this time of political correctness,
diversity training and teaching of toler-
ance in our schools, might it be a good
idea to live some of the values involved in
those ideals by not ridiculing a sport that
has the attention and overwhelming en-
thusiasm of the rest of the world because
it doesn’t have tangible roots in America.

If you can’t have an open mind in your
editorials, at least try to avoid personal
agendas.

Tom Meredith
Scotch Plains

Artificial Turf is Popular Yet
Expensive with Pros and Cons

Several towns in the area are considering follow-
ing Westfield’s lead by installing turf fields. The
Scotch Plains Board of Education met in May to
weigh the pros and cons of establishing turf fields in
several locations.

The Scotch Plains Recreation Department is con-
sidering adding artificial turf fields to Brookside
Park. Summit is debating artificial turf installations.

In the past year, Westfield converted two sports
complexes from grass to  artificial turf: one at Kehler
Stadium and the other at Houlihan Field. They are
popular to the users and serve as good examples to
others considering such projects.

Turf fields are expensive to install. Turfing the
Houlihan/Sid Fey fields cost about $1.5 million. The
Kehler Stadium football field turf project included a
$1.38 million bond and a couple hundred thousand in
private donations.

Improvements in artificial turf technology result in
most proponents agreeing that they are safe for
athletic use. Experts claim that artificial turf fields
result in lower maintenance throughout the useful
life compared to grass (But, are maintenance savings
actually realized to the taxpayer?).  Annual budgets
never have an entry for cost savings that roll back
money to the taxpayers.

It is generally granted that turf fields are less
subject to damage from poor weather conditions and
that they provide more playing time than grass fields.
Due to the extended playing time possible, many
fields are being equipped with lights for night play.
In residential neighborhoods, this has led to con-

cerns by some about neighborhood nighttime noise.
Grass fields have benefits over turf fields, as claimed

by environmentalists, such as improved air quality
by absorbing harmful CO2 gases.

Some people believe turf fields limit player inju-
ries, but some players feel turf fields don’t have the
solid footing and cushioning that grass fields pro-
vide. Also, players cannot slide on the turf without
getting rug burn.

On the other hand, artificial turf eliminates the
need for lawn mowers, costs less to maintain, can be
used year round and reduces dust, dirt and rocks on
the playing field. Manufacturers claim they are built
to last 10-15 years without serious repairs.

Expensive turf fields require security from pos-
sible vandalism or destructive misuse. The Houlihan-
Sid Fey turf fields are fenced in and locked up after
they are used. The fields are only available by
programs that have obtained permits. They are un-
available for general walk-on use by the public.

Due to the popularity and size of crowds at
Houlihan-Sid Fey, an unexpected issue has arisen –
the potential need for lightning detectors and shel-
ters.

As with many things, turf fields offer advantages
and disadvantages that must be weighed before
proceeding with large investments and alterations to
the environment.

Also, can they be justified based on maintenance
cost savings without a real fund dedicated in the
budgets over the years to return the savings to the
taxpayer?

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Daroo – The Egyptian sycamore
2. Titurate – To grind to a powder or

pulverize
3. Braw – Well-groomed; smart
4. Tessaradecad – A group of fourteen

individuals

GYNECONITIS
1. A place or apartment reserve for

women
2. Inflamation of the uterus
3. Having flowers of the female and

perfect forms growing on the same plant,
but none of the male

4. A sense of inferiority in certain males
when in the presence of females

SAUROPHAGOUS
1. Resembling or possessing reptilian

characteristics
2. A limestone coffin or tomb, often

inscribed and elaborately ornamented
3. Subsisting on insects, arachnids and

beetles
4. Subsisting on lizards

ISOPIESTIC
1. Indicating equal pressure
2. Even tempered; agreeable
3. In botany, uniform in diameter; said

of cells or organs
4. Of equal inclination or dip

KOPJE
1. A mangy, scabby animal
2. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
3. A hill with a steep side and a flat top
4. A small channel or watercourse

Planes Overhead Increase the
Noise; Will FAA Hear You?

The Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) re-
cent proposal to redesign air traffic to fly planes
directly over Union County will obviously add noise
to the community. Is this necessary and are there
other choices?

The FAA’s mission, according to faa.gov, is “to
provide the safest, most efficient aerospace system
in the world.” Though its motives are pure, its meth-
ods are questionable. Flying over residential areas,
such as the towns that comprise Union County, is a
hefty cost to pay to craft a more “efficient” aerospace
system. The disruption these flights will cause is not
worth eliminating the extra few minutes it takes for
the planes.

Does the current flight pattern, which requires
planes to circumnavigate Union County to avoid
unsettling the residential community, really warrant
change? If the FAA’s mission is to provide the “most
efficient” aerospace system, then it has not been
adhering to its mission for years. Does the current oil
price drive the change? Although the increase in fuel
prices creates the incentive for the FAA to create
more direct flight patterns, is it worth the cost and at
whose expense?

In addition to the annoyance of the FAA’s pro-
posal, the situation illuminates another, more wide-
spread problem: the disconnect between the public
and government agencies. Although the FAA held a
meeting to allow community members to opine, it
did not acknowledge the public’s concerns. Resi-
dents and lawmakers alike voiced their disapproval
of the FAA’s proposal, yet the FAA plans to imple-
ment it nonetheless.

Though the public is struggling to project its voice,

government refuses to listen. This is another ex-
ample where citizens are disenfranchised as govern-
ment proceeds just as the FAA’s flight redirection. It
highlights a trend that dilutes the intent of democ-
racy.

Two years ago, Westfield held a non-binding ref-
erendum asking citizens to vote for or against a
proposed parking deck and development. Town offi-
cials warned they could ignore the voting results if
they did not agree. Fortunately, town leaders knew it
would be an insult to disregard the results. When the
non-binding resolution soundly defeated the pro-
posal, the mayor and council heeded the residents’
advice and did not build it. One can only hope the
FAA has as much sense and decides to listen to the
people of Union County as well.

The recent New Jersey state shutdown also echoes
the barrier between government and the people.
Governor Corzine and the state assembly’s actions
disregarded the taxpayers and the needs of working
New Jersey citizens. Tens of thousands of New
Jersey residents were put out of work for a week,
more taxes were added and legislators sliced up the
pork.

We think government is supposed to serve and
protect its people – not increase the distance and
raise the barriers.

The Federal Aviation Administration should listen
to the Union County residents. It will be residents’
baseball games, residents’ barbeques and residents’
classes interrupted by the noise. Citizens have the
duty to let government know what they want. If you
do not want the FAA to fly planes over your homes,
let them know. We hope they hear you.

Bramnick Calls for
Removal of Atty. Gen’l
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21) has called for the
immediate resignation of Attorney
General Zulima Farber.

“New Jersey’s chief law enforce-
ment officer should not be taking
time out of her day to assist her boy-
friend who was involved in a routine
traffic stop. The fact that she was
doing this while on state time, in a
state issued vehicle, being driven by a
state trooper is completely inappro-
priate. The attorney general should
have allowed the local law enforce-
ment community to react, in accor-
dance with normal procedure, to this
traffic violation.” stated Mr.
Bramnick.


