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Lawmakers, Residents Oppose
FAA Airspace Redesign

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) officials are in
the process of choosing an air-traffic
redesign plan for the Northeast Cor-
ridor region from four plans designed
last year. The FAA recently concluded
a series of public meetings, held at
various locations throughout New
York and New Jersey, to present its
proposals to the public and to give
residents an opportunity to voice their
questions and concerns.

According to Jerome Feder, chair-
man of the Union County Noise Advi-
sory Board, there is unprecedented and
widespread bipartisan opposition by
state and federal officials and local
residents to the FAA’s air-traffic rede-
sign initiative. According to Mr. Feder,
dozens of residents who attended the
FAA public hearings said they are most
concerned about noise mitigation.

Representatives from Legislative
District 21 – Senator Tom Kean Jr.,
Assemblyman Eric Munoz, MD and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick – formally
registered their opposition to the FAA’s
airspace redesign proposal. Assembly
bill AJR-88 passed March 2, 2006, and
SJR-34, the identical Senate resolu-
tion, awaits review this fall by the
Senate’s Transportation Committee. Mr.
Kean is the primary sponsor of SJR-34.

According to Mr. Kean’s legisla-
tive aide, Renee Traibert, Mr. Kean’s
office is opposed to all four of the
options proposed by the FAA be-
cause, according to Ms. Traibert,
“noise mitigation was not addressed
in any of the four options. Their effort
missed the mark.”

“Their primary concern has been
capacity,” Mr. Feder said. “They
didn’t study air-quality effects, and
aircraft noise is worsened in two out
of four of the proposals.”

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders passed a resolution
on March 9 of this year opposing the
FAA’s proposal. Union County Free-
holder Nancy Ward told The Leader/
Times that two of the four plans com-
pletely disregard noise-abatement
measures that were already in place.

The Integrated Airspace Plan,
which proposes to fan planes out over
parts of Union County, will nega-
tively impact mostly minorities in the
City of Elizabeth, she said. Addition-
ally, expanding Newark Airport’s ca-
pacity, which one of the plans pro-
poses, is a safety risk, Ms. Ward said.

According to Mr. Feder, the areas
that would feel the greatest impact from
two of the FAA’s four proposed plans
are Northern New Jersey and most of
Union County. The municipalities of
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside would experience a 20
percent increase in air-traffic noise over
residential areas, he said.

He said that Elizabeth would be
affected most, with a seven-fold in-
crease in air-traffic noise under the
plan most favored by the FAA. Noise
increases would more than double for
Roselle Park, Union Township and
Roselle. Hillside and Kenilworth
would see a 40 percent increase, while
capacity would be improved by “only
3 percent,” Mr. Feder said.

The plan most favored by the Union
County Noise Advisory Board and
the New Jersey Coalition Against
Aircraft Noise, a local citizens’ watch-
dog organization, calls for increased
ocean routing and higher air-traffic
elevations over residential areas. The
New York/New Jersey Port Authority
opposes the ocean routing plan.

A published statement issued by the
NY/NJ Port Authority and obtained
by The Westfield Leader and The Times
said, “The ocean routing doesn’t ac-
complish the objectives of the study

and, in fact, limits regional airport
capacity. The oceanic routing alterna-
tive, if implemented, will significantly
increase delays at Newark Liberty In-
ternational Airport (EWR), which is
already the single most delayed air-
port in the country. Implementing the
oceanic routing procedure will cripple
the local economy, force passengers
and airlines to other airports and radi-
cally increase the disruption on major
roadways and on air quality in the
region. It will also tax utilities and
infrastructures in other airport loca-
tions such as JFK International Air-
port (JFK) and LaGuardia (LGA) as
more passengers avoid EWR.”

The Port Authority said that one of
the plans, the Integrated Control Com-
plex Alternative (ICC), provides the
best operational benefits and incorpo-
rates more efficient use of airport run-
ways. The ICC increases capacity and
“most effectively minimizes delays,”
but also increases noise over residential
areas more than the alternatives, the
Port Authority said. However, it said
that the ICC plan is not cost-effective.

The Port Authority said, “The FAA
must do further study on the air quality
and water quality impacts of the shift
in demographics of local airport us-
age. The FAA needs to remain mind-
ful that all improvements to airspace
capacity result in noise impacts.”

Mr. Feder said he agrees with the
Port Authority’s conclusion that the
FAA needs to take its plans back to
the drawing board to come up with a
better plan, rather than implement an
inadequate one.

Ms. Ward said the freeholders agree
with the Union County Advisory Board
that the best action would be to do nothing
rather than implement a bad plan.

“The people of Union County
stepped up to the plate at the public
hearings and let the FAA know they
will fight this,” she said. If the FAA
chooses one of the plans that are bad
for Union County, it will most likely
open the door to litigation, she said.

The New Jersey Coalition Against
Aircraft Noise, in conjunction with
the Rutgers Environmental Law
Clinic, is pursuing legal action based
on the FAA stonewalling the
coalition’s request for timely infor-
mation, Mr. Feder told The Leader/
Times. The organization is also con-
sidering other legal action if the FAA
“does not satisfactorily respond” to
their questions and concerns.

Mr. Feder said that in response to
his concerns about aircraft noise, an
FAA official told him, “We have to
fly our planes somewhere.”

The redesign initiative, first con-
ceived in 1997, is the first, major rede-
sign of air traffic in the New York, New
Jersey and Philadelphia area since 1987.
The four options for rerouting air traffic
from the regions’ three major airports
are outlined in the FAA’s Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (DEIS),
which is on file at several local libraries
and on the web at FAA.gov/
NYNJPHL_airspace_redesign/.

FAA press office spokesperson
Arlene Murray told The Leader/Times
that the redesign initiative is following
“a very specific set of rules” outlined by
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) as it moves through the various
steps in the process. She said the FAA
is studying the input from the commu-
nity meetings and will attempt to incor-
porate the public’s concerns into the
redesign plans where possible.

Ms. Murray said that the FAA ex-
pects to complete its review process
and announce the final plan by the end
of the year. A final draft of its environ-
mental impact statement (EIS) will be
made public at that time, she said.

Mr. Feder said he doubts the FAA
will meet that December deadline.

Attanasio Attends Student
Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD — Victoria Attanasio
of Westfield High School class of
2007 participated this month in the
National Student Leader-
ship Conference (NSLC),
a leadership development
program for outstanding
high school students.
While attending the
NSLC, Victoria studied
and experienced leader-
ship skills and traits.

During the conference,
students attend work-
shops and classes on dis-
tinctions of leadership and
hear guest speakers to add
a sense of reality and bring
current national and international is-
sues to life.

In previous years, guest speakers
have included U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation Rod Paige, and Supreme Court
Justices Anthony Kennedy and Sandra
Day O’Connor, as well as Ambassa-
dors and White House officials.

The program intends to help stu-
dents develop their abilities to think
on their feet, to engage in critical
analysis and to communicate effec-
tively — skills that will serve them as

leaders in high school, college and
throughout their lives.

The NSLC mission is to identify
and recognize outstand-
ing young leaders from
around the world and to
provide them with a
unique learning environ-
ment that encourages aca-
demic achievement, di-
versity, cooperation and
social responsibility.

The NSLC offers lead-
ership conferences on
Mastering Leadership,
Law & Advocacy, Medi-
cine & Health Care, En-
trepreneurship and Busi-

ness, International Diplomacy, U.S.
Policy and Politics and Intelligence
and National Security among others.

While in Washington D.C., Ms.
Attanasio participated in the Master-
ing Leadership course.

Victoria Attanasio
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NEWLY TRUSTEES…Westfield United Way Nominating Committee member
Stan Ciemniecki, center, welcomes newly elected Trustees Steve Cordes, left and
John Schmidt. Susie Schwarz was also elected to serve a three-year term.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
seeks volunteers, age 15 and older, to
assist with pond and stream searches,
crafts, games and nature hikes. Con-
tact Cheryl Wagner at (908) 789-3670
ext. 224 for information.

Westfield Resident to
Study Grey Seals

WESTFIELD - Westfield resident
and Summit High School science
teacher Michele Taffera will spend
the summer in England researching
grey seals for Earthwatch Institute.

Through a fellowship provided by
the Geraldine Ford Foundation, she
will participate in an expedition trav-
eling to Start Bay in Devon, England.
Educators from around the world will
assist researcher Stephen Westcott in
studies of the grey seal. The project
seeks to observe individual seals to
understand how increased human rec-
reational activities, such as water
sports and boating, have disturbed
areas where grey seals live.

Earthwatch supports conservation
research. There is no experience nec-
essary to be involved. Visit
www.earthwatch.org or call (800)
776-0188 for more information.

Peace Fair Scheduled
Aug. 6 in Cranford

CRANFORD – Union County
Peace Council and the Hiroshima/
Nagasaki Remembrance Day Com-
mittee will co-host the Union County
World Peace and Friendship Fair in
Eastman Park by the Cranford town
clock along North Avenue from noon
until 6 p.m. on Sunday, August 6.

The theme is “Peace Begins on the
Inside.” The event will feature music,
poetry, speakers and activities for
children. Organizations will host
tables of literature, artwork, photos,
books and other peace-oriented items.

The event is held annually to foster
alternatives to war and to promote
peaceful culture. August 6 marks the
61st anniversary of the dropping of
the atomic bomb on the Japanese city
of Hiroshima. Events throughout New
Jersey and all over the globe com-
memorate this anniversary and call
for a more peaceful future.

The rain date is the August 13.
For more information or to volun-

teer or participate, please call Diane
at (908) 233-7344 or e-mail
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com.

Assembly Passes Bill to Stop
Protests at Soldiers’ Funerals

TRENTON – The state assembly
recently passed legislation to pro-
hibit demonstrations from disrupting
funerals of U.S. soldiers killed in
combat. The measure passed 79 to 0.
It now heads to the Governor for
consideration.

The bill (A-2870/2898) would re-
strict protest activities within 500 feet
of all funerals, funeral processions,
funeral homes or places of worship. It
would also prohibit protesters from
obstructing or hindering the entrance
or exit of any funeral. Violators would
be charged with a disorderly persons

offense.
Anyone found protesting within an

hour before or after a funeral would
be charged with the same offense.
Such offenses are punishable by up to
18 months in jail and $1,000 in fines.

The legislation was crafted in re-
sponse to incidents in which funeral
services of fallen soldiers across the
country were protested by followers
of the Topeka-based Westboro Bap-
tist Church. The group claims that
God is punishing American soldiers
because the United States “harbors
homosexuals.”

The Anti-Defamation League and
the Southern Poverty Law Center have
recognized this church as a hate group.

The bill would extend federal leg-
islation signed into law by President
George W. Bush on March 29.

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about the region’s most
spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center. Take advantage of our
pre-construction discounts as we discuss with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and
professional instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals. Call for an appointment at
908-232-6100, or stop by our showroom and enrollment center at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road in Scotch Plains.
The Center will offer a variety of lifestyle and exercise programs customized to meet your needs.

Our Information and Enrollment Center is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains (908) 232-6100

JOIN NOW & SAVE!
MONTH TO MONTH MEMBERSHIPS

Features & Amenities:
Over 200 Group Fitness Classes offered each week • Aquatic Center, Jr. Olympic Pool, Therapy Pool, Spa Pool • Personalized
Programs • Certified Trainers / Exercise Physiologists • Nurses • Medical Advisory Board • Full Service European Day Spa • Child
Care • Beautifully Appointed Locker Rooms • Sauna • Steamroom • Aqua Therapy • Physical/Occupational Therapy • Cardiac
Rehab Phase III • Cooking Classroom • Conference Room • Healthy Café

State-of-the-Art Equipment:
Treadmills • Stair Steppers • Upright/Recumbent Bikes • Ellipticals • Rowers • Free Weights • Selectorized Equipment
• Pilates Reformers • Cybex • Stretch Stations • FreeMotion • TechnoGym • Kinesis • Nautilus • HammerStrength
• Keiser • LifeFitness • Precor • Nordic Track • BodyMasters • and much more….

Educational Lectures & Programs / Specialty Programs:
Health Cooking Classes • Nutritional Counseling • Registered Dietician • Smoking Cessation
• Adolescent Programs • Speakers Bureau • AED/CPR Training • Physician Lectures
• Diabetes Education • Health Screenings • Stress Management • Variety of Weight
Management Courses • Center for Healthy Living • Wellness Health Fairs • Youth Programs
• Parent & Me • Swim Instruction • Lifesaving Training

Fitness & Wellness Center in
Scotch Plains promises to offer
a unique focus on education,
prevention and motivation.

   RWJ University Hospital at
Rahway proudly announces
plans to open its premier full
service, Fitness and Wellness
Center on Lamberts Mill Road
in Scotch Plains.  The Center
offers a personalized approach
to wellness and fitness,
providing each member with
regular fitness assessments and
personal training sessions
customized to each
individual’s needs.
   This is the first facility in the
area to successfully merge
fitness and wellness.  RWJ
Rahway Fitness & Wellness
Center’s enhanced services
include rehabilitation and
clinical health programs
provided by professionals
from RWJ University Hospital
at Rahway.  The Center
uniquely focuses on
education, prevention and
motivation.  The focus is on
the entire family, offering
much more than typical fitness
center programming.   A
multidisciplinary Medical
Advisory Panel ensures that
only the highest standards in
programming, training and
education are available at

RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center.  The Center
offers programs for specific
health concerns such as heart
disease, arthritis, diabetes,
senior health issues, smoking,
and obesity.
    The RWJ Rahway Fitness
and Wellness Center is
designed to satisfy the needs of
the member who demands
structure, supervision,
education and motivation,
while providing a
comprehensive, state-of-the-
art, well equipped center for
the avid exerciser.  The plans
for this amazing 55,000 square
foot facility include a three-
pool aquatic center, group
exercise studios, day spa, child
care, and health food Café.
The mission is to help people
of all ages and fitness levels
achieve their health and
wellness goals comfortably
and safely.
   For more information or to
enroll at reduced, pre-
construction rates, call or stop
by the information and
enrollment center.
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