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21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was written
by Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. to Governor Jon
Corzine and copied to newspapers.

Dear Governor Corzine:
During each of the past four years,

budget negotiations have culminated with
the Democrat-led majority inserting mil-
lions of dollars of Christmas tree items
into the budget. At times, their existence
has been open and obvious. Other times,
they have hid these Christmas tree items
well, cloaking them in departmental funds,
such as the $26 million in grants identi-
fied in the Robinson v. Corzine, that you
wisely chose to freeze.

However, not once in those years did
Governor McGreevey or Governor Codey
exercise their constitutional authority as
Governor to line-item-veto these uncon-
stitutional appropriations. As this year’s
budget cycle draws to a close, there are
rumors of the Democratic majority in
both houses demanding the insertion of
Christmas tree items in this year’s bud-
get. While I can only hope these rumors
are just that - rumors - I write to demand
that this year’s budget spectacle not be
made any more woeful by allowing the
insertion of Christmas tree items into this
already oppressive and precariously frag-
ile budget.

I ask, on behalf of all taxpayers, that
you will join me in calling for the leaders
of both houses to bring an end to this
unconstitutional practice and, should they
ignore our calls, that you, as Governor,
will exercise your line-item-veto to re-
move any Christmas tree items from the
budget.

So we are clear, the items I am referring
to are those unconstitutional line-item
appropriations made to specific corpora-
tions or municipalities. It is my view that
these appropriations offend Article IV,

Westfield Resident Criticizes Rising
Taxes, Spending and Democrats

Letter by Freeholder Candidate Glenn Mortimer

Who is standing up for the taxpayer?

Governor Should Line Item
Veto the Budget Pork

Section VII, Paragraph 7 of the New
Jersey State Constitution prohibiting spe-
cial legislation.

The state budget, by its very intent and
purpose, must be drafted and enacted for
the good of all New Jersey citizens, not
just for the benefit of a select few — those
who find favor with an individual legisla-
tor. As the New Jersey courts have recog-
nized: “[T]he vice in special laws is that
they foster favoritism. The purpose of the
constitutional prohibitions is to prevent
abuse of the legislative process by pick-
ing favorites.” Brown v. Township of Old
Bridge, 319 N.J. Super. 476, 507 (App.
Div. 1999). “In effect, the prohibitions
eliminate the invidious threat of unfair
preferences and restrict the legislative
power to grant favors to some at the
expense of others.” Jordan v. Horseman’s
Benevolent and Protective Ass’n, 90 N.J.
422, 432 (1982).

Unfair preferences have no place in a
document that represents the state’s fiscal
future and therefore, should reflect the
collective priorities of all of its people.
The practice of Christmas tree items has
persisted for far too long and it is time that
it ended. If this week has taught us any-
thing, it is that we cannot allow parochial
concerns to take precedence over good
policy: to allow politics to win out over
the good people of this state. The taxpay-
ers of this state have been underserved by
Trenton’s legislative leadership through-
out this budget process - their voices not
heard - their pleas for tax relief ignored.
Therefore, I call on you to see to it that not
a single Christmas tree item appears in
this budget and that if any such appropria-
tions are made, that none survives your
pen.

Thomas H. Kean, Jr.
Senator, District 21

Anyone who doubts the phrase “Tax
and Spend Democrats” need only look at
New Jersey. The State is controlled by the
Democrats, who are currently fighting
over who can tax the most so they can
spend the most.

Has anyone in Trenton ever heard of
the words “saving” or “cost reduction?”
Anyone who questioned why Jon Corzine
left Goldman Sachs need only look at
what he has done in the last year. Candi-
date Corzine promised to get the State’s
financial house in order. Voters were
promised larger tax rebates and property
tax relief.

Now Gov. Corzine has proposed higher
taxes and less services. If he ran Goldman
Sachs the way he is running the state, he
would be in jail, just like the leaders of
Enron and Worldcom.

The voters of New Jersey elected a
Governor who broke every campaign
promise in less then six months. If Atlan-
tic City were taking bets, I would wager
the voters on that New Jersey will elect
him for a second term in four years. Some
day the voters in NJ will pay attention to
elections and actually get out and vote.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

As a candidate for Union County Free-
holder and a councilman in Mountainside,
I would like to comment on the state
budget and how it will affect the residents
of Union County.

Governor Corzine and Assembly
Speaker Roberts have come to a compro-
mise to keep our state government open.
We are told that “cuts” were made to
balance this budget. The reality is that the
budget has been increased by approxi-
mately $2.8 billion dollars. The percent-
age increase is more than double the rate
of inflation. The increase brings the total
increases to nearly $9 billion over the past
5 years, nearly a 50 percent increase. This
is not fiscally prudent . It is quite apparent
to me that Governor Corzine and the
Democrats in the legislature have no prob-
lem spending money.

We have been told that the State Gov-
ernment of New Jersey needs more rev-
enues. This is despite revenue increases
well in excess of the national average.
Other states are finding ways to return
these revenues to the taxpayer. However,
New Jersey continues to increase taxes
and fees to further feed the Trenton spend-
ing frenzy.

The centerpiece of the budget legisla-
tion is the sales tax increase. They tell us
it is only a “penny“. This “penny” in-
crease is actually a 16.7 percent increase
in the tax rate. This “penny” will cost the
average New Jersey family another $275
per year. This “penny” is in addition to
already having the 4th highest per capita
state tax burden in the country. The sales
tax is also being extended to more prod-
ucts including magazine sales and health
club memberships.

Other tax increases include the old
stand by cigarettes . The Realty Transfer
Tax surcharge will be expanded to in-
clude commercial buildings. This tax has
been increased on residential properties
each of the last two years. There will be a

new surcharge on luxury automobile reg-
istrations. Thankfully a water supply tax
was eliminated as part of the compro-
mise.

We are told new revenue enhance-
ments will solve our fiscal problems. We
have heard this before. Most recently the
so called “Millionaire’s tax” was touted
as the key to the balanced budget.

Governor Corzine campaigned on a
platform of property tax relief. He cor-
rectly stated that our property taxes are
the highest in the nation. The Governor
has already told us that the Homestead
rebate checks will not return to their pre-
2005 levels. In fact it appears as if they
will be reduced further for many of our
residents. As an elected official in
Mountainside, I have seen the State trans-
fer more responsibility for the Police and
Fire Retirement System and Public Em-
ployees Retirement System payments to
the municipalities. Furthermore, addi-
tional state mandated regulations are add-
ing hundreds of dollars to the average
property tax bill.

I reject the Governor’s plan for in-
creased spending and taxation, it is time
for government to tighten its belt just as
every family and business must when
faced with financial difficulties. In con-
trast, the all-Democrat Union County
Freeholder Board has failed to take any
leadership on this issue, refusing to op-
pose the Corzine Sales Tax.

New Jersey needs fiscally responsible
government on all levels. I am proud to run
on my record in Mountainside. My run-
ning mates Pat Quattrocchi, Diane Barabas
and I pledge to bring new leadership and
fiscal responsibility to Union County.

To learn more about me, Glenn
Mortimer, Republican candidate for
Union County Freeholder, please visit
the UC GOP website
www.Unioncountygop.org or call our
county headquarters at (908) 789-0200.

Pickpockets In Trenton
Are Well Aware of Scam

After several days of posturing and
intra-party warfare, the Democrats in
Trenton have decided that the best way to
have it both ways is to increase both the
budget (which includes a structural defi-
cit of $4.5 billion) by 10.4 percent and the
sales tax by 1 percent. The sales tax, we
are told, will raise approximately $1.5
billion in additional revenue — half of
which, (We promise! We promise!), will
be dedicated to property tax relief.

On the first point, in a budget with a
10.4 percent increase, how does an infu-
sion of $750 million (half the sales tax
revenue) address a budget deficit of $4.5
billion? Second, does anyone honestly
believe Jon [Corzine], Rich [Codey] and
Joe [Roberts] when they mouth their
empty slogans about property tax cuts/
relief?

My wife, family and I have lived in this
state for nearly 30 years, and our property
taxes have gone up every year, especially
in the years when our state taxes have
gone up. Trust me on the following: You
don’t restore fiscal stability by raising
spending and you don’t cut taxes by rais-
ing taxes.

The pickpockets in Trenton are well
aware of their not so little scam. Let us
remember in November.

Andrew MacDonald
Fanwood

Westfield Garden Club Thanks ‘Other
Side of the Fence’ Supporters

We are happy to report that the
Westfield Garden Club’s recent “The
Other Side of the Fence” Garden Tour on
June 10th was a great success, thanks to
the efforts of many wonderful people.

We are especially grateful to the gra-
cious homeowners who opened their beau-
tiful gardens for all to enjoy – Mr. and
Mrs. Sal Caruana, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
Chermak, Mr. and Mrs. E.J. Frawley, Mr.
and Mrs. Bruce Jester, Mrs. Barbara
Mullin, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pascal, Mrs.
Maretta Plant and Susanna Plant, Mrs.
Nancy Priest and David Rogers. Our
thanks also to all who attended – for their
glowing compliments and for their enthu-
siastic support of our Boutique, Plant
Sale and Bake Sale.

Special thanks to The Westfield Leader
for your outstanding publicity, which
helped to boost the fine ticket sales at

Baron’s Drug Store, Williams Nursery,
Chistoffer’s Florist and Irma’s Hallmark.
A word of appreciation also to Trader
Joe’s for serving delicious refreshments
to all who attended.

Many thanks also to our WGC’s Board
Members, Committee Chairmen, and
members, without whose dedicated ef-
forts, we could not have coordinated this
event – their total commitment was in-
valuable.

Established in 1922, the WGC main-
tains an impressive list of community
projects including: Decorations and holi-
day wreaths on Municipal buildings,
flower planters at Broad and Elm Street,
weekly arrangements at Westfield Li-
brary, supporting the Gene O’Neal Schol-
arship Fund, plantings in Blue Star By-
way at Tamaques Park and in
Mindowaskin Park, scheduling garden-
ing workshops open to the public, provid-
ing seasonal plantings at Lyons V.A.
Hospital, and supporting garden programs
at Rutgers.

The success of this Tour will ensure the
continuation of these fine projects. Fur-
ther information about them can be ob-
tained from Mrs. Jane Curtis, WGC Presi-
dent. Again, sincere thanks to all who
helped make our 2006 Garden Tour so
memorable.

Betty List and Ruth Paul
Westfield Garden Club

Eight Days in July; Trenton Versus
Atlantic City – ‘Sin-a-Schism’

A handful of powerbrokers brought New Jersey
government to a halt last week in full view of the
world and without regard for the citizens, only
advancing their private interests. It wasn’t resolved
until even more powerful private interests started to
be affected, the gambling lords of Atlantic City.
Kneecaps became exposed. The ‘Sin-a-Schism’ un-
raveled and a budget was achieved.

In our view, the budget achieved is at the expense
of the least powerful – the citizens and taxpayers of
New Jersey. The powerbrokers snared everything
they demanded and the citizens will be taxed more to
pay for it.

Undoubtedly, there will be extensive debate about
the absurdity of the process – where closed-door
meetings open only to a select few dragged on in
secret, results not even being shared with our elected
officials, let alone the citizens.

Only at the peak of the crisis, with tens of thou-
sands out of work, did the covert committee delib-
erations arrive at verbal agreement of a $31 billion
budget. Following this, government printing presses
worked until dawn to produce copies of the budget,

as of yet unseen by the legislators, requiring their
emergency vote of approval.

It staggers us. How can it be credible when legis-
lators must review and vote on a complex $31 billion
financial document, having only a few hours time to
deliberate?

Unfortunately, many of the legislators spent their
precious time adding hundreds of millions of dollars
in pork for their special projects, rather than consid-
ering the merits of the freshly minted budget for
which they are charged by their constituents to
review, approve, reject or modify – corrupting fur-
ther a record spending and taxation document.

The immediate issue is how will New Jersey cope
as a result of this government spending and taxation
plan for which they are destined to endure?

More worrisome, given the years of one govern-
ment disgrace after another, does this merely rein-
force who’s truly in charge and embolden them – and
that much more of the same is on its way?

This ‘Sin-a-Schism’ in Trenton fuels cynicism in
the public – something New Jersey must find a way
to reverse.

SP Resident Questions
Budget Coverage

As publisher, you’re entitled to ex-
press your opinion (as you do) on the
editorial page as to the recent NJ State
Budget Battle.

But, acting as a reporter for the news
pages, you owed your readers more than
the July 4 comments of Republican As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and Republi-
can Senator Tom Kean on that issue.

Your top-center article, page 10, says
“as of press deadline (Wednesday, July 5)
the Assembly Budget Committee has not
presented a budget.” It also says (Demo-
crats) Linda Stender, Jerry Green and
Nick Scutari could not be reached for
comment as of press time.

Which raises the questions: what is
press time? And, to try to present a bal-
anced story, how extensively, as a re-
porter, had you tried, between noon, July
4 and press time, July 5, to reach Ms.
Stender, Mr. Green and Mr. Scutari for
their comments on the budget?

Sol Domeshek
Scotch Plains

Publisher’s Note: Legislators were very
busy on July 4 with critical matters in
Trenton. Most everyone else celebrated
the holiday. Our office was closed on July
4 but a skeleton staff came to work to seek
information on the crisis. Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr. and Asm. Jon Bramnick got back to us
by Tuesday evening. Town mayors and
Sen. Scutari also reached us by Wednes-
day morning and their comments are in-
cluded on the front page of the July 6
edition. We thank them.

Regarding the question of press time,
we print the newspapers starting by mid
Wednesday afternoon to be mailed Thurs-
day morning.

Several officials provided written com-
ments this week. Others have declined to
comment or to write. If they choose to do
so, we will print it.

Submittal Formats
Email photos in color, Ads as pdf

For more information, see
goleader.com/help
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Now That the World Cup Is Over,
Let’s Get to the Real Sports

Congratulations to Italy. But now that the “head-
butting” World Cup is over, Americans can focus on
the sports that fit their fancy.

We admit to the possibility of being wrong, when
in April, we wrote, “Each year, beleaguered Mets
fans have high hopes that they can outshine the
Yankees while somehow making the playoffs by
overcoming the Braves.”

The first half of the season and the All-Star game
are over. The unbelievable reality is that the Braves
are struggling at mediocrity and the Mets are shining
in first with a 12 game bulge over the second-place
Phillies. And who would of ever thought that a guy
named David Wright playing for the Mets would
make it to the finals of the Home Run Derby.

There’s still another half of the season to go, but
the Mets are real. It’s a delight.

Yankee fans feel a little beleaguered this year. The
Yanks are three games behind the Bosox, who look
very strong. It must be the fact that the pinstripe fans
are overshadowed by the Mets this year that’s caus-
ing the blues (and orange). Fact is, the Yankees have
a better record this year than they did last year at this
time when they won the pennant – there should be
hope, but it just doesn’t feel right though. Where’s

the spirit?
And if it’s the middle of July, it means that the real

sport is about to start – football. We hear that the new
Westfield High School coach is working well with
the kids in the background, getting them organized
and in shape. Most importantly, the kids are liking it.
No kicking sand in their face this year. Haven’t
scouted the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders yet, but
you can believe this great high school football rivalry
will be a huge game this fall.

The one thing we don’t like about the Watchung
Conference is that the local communities don’t get to
play each other in high school football. Why does
Westfield have to travel to play Irvington when there
could be a great game with Summit? The argument
of social engineering doesn’t make sense, nor does
the contention that the games would not be competi-
tive. Let neighbors play neighbors, we say.

Not to rush matters, but what can be better than the
Mets battling the Yankees for baseball supremacy
while football is in its fervor at the high school,
college and pro level?

To us, it’s incidental that pro basketball starts in the
fall as well – couldn’t give a hoot. But, watch out for
local rugby – it’s exciting and growing fast.

It’s Sidewalk Dining Time In
Westfield – One of Our Favorites

Jazz Nights in Westfield pack the streets each
Tuesday night and outdoor dining crowds the side-
walks throughout the week – a good thing, yes.

Still, we have observed and have received com-
ments. Pedestrians and onlookers might be faced
with a traffic mishap. People back off the sidewalk
while listening to jazz on North Avenue and on
Central Avenue, or casually cross the streets without
looking – all the while, the heavy traffic is unabated.

When one walks down Elm Street, it is often
necessary to step into the street because of the tables,

valet parking and delivery trucks. It can be danger-
ous for both pedestrians and drivers.

Perhaps it’s time to close Elm and Quimby Streets
to general traffic during peak outdoor dining times.
Perhaps the jazz band at the north side train station
should be moved 100 feet or so back from the street
edge of North Avenue; perhaps the popular jazz
location in the middle of Prospect Street should be
reinstated and the street closed.

At minimum, we urge residents to use care and
businesses to examine the situation.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inextirpable – Not to be uprooted
2. Tind – To kindle
3. Induviae – The withered leaves which

remain on the stems of some plants
4. Threnody – A song of lamentation;

a dirge

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DAROO
1. The Egyptian sycamore
2. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. A shark

TITURATE
1. To quiver or to shake
2. To grind to a powder or pulverize
3. To berate; ridicule
4. To trample under foot

BRAW
1. Well-groomed; smart
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Cutting; especially with an ax or saw
4. To delude by flattery

TESSARADECAD
1. A group of 140 individuals
2. A group of 24 individuals
3. A group of 14 individuals
4. A group of 44 individuals

Correction
In a letter written by Scotch Plains

Democratic Committee Chairman Ken-
neth Lipstein, published in last week’s
newspaper, the word “quite” was mis-
takenly changed to “foment” during
editing, rather than quiet. The sentence
should have read, “Concerning your
attempt to quiet fears about the plans
that were drawn up for Brookside Park,
which include a recreation center, mul-
tiple ball fields, expanded parking and
clear cutting groves of trees; I can’t
believe that responsible government
would expend a considerable amount
of our tax dollars to have professional
plans drawn up to be ‘leaked out’ to
gauge neighborhood reaction.”

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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