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INDEPENDENCE…The Westfield Community Band performs last Thursday and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick addresses
the crowd in celebration of the birth of the Unites States of America at the annual Independence Day concert sponsored by
the Sons of the American Revolution at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

UCESC Files Petition With State
To Extend Hillcrest Lease for Year

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of the
Union County Educational Services
Commission (UCESC) last Thursday
unanimously approved the filing of a
petition with State Department of Edu-
cation Commissioner Lucille Davy for
emergency relief regarding the

Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
lease termination of Hillcrest Acad-
emy South at 728 Westfield Avenue.

“As I am coming in, clearly the
Hillcrest situation has become an emo-
tionally charged issue. (We should) pro-
mote it in a fair and objective way. The
petition should reflect this,” UCESC
Superintendent Bill Petrino said.

The petition requests a 12-month
extension to the lease, which com-
menced July 1, until June 30, 2007.
UCESC General Counsel Linda Ott
told The Westfield Leader that UCESC
has a “90-day quit notice” on its lease
and thus will not have to vacate the
premises until October 1.

The timeline for this process is “hard
to predict. (The commissioner) tries to
process petitions quickly,” she said.
She said once the petition is filed, the
process could take two or three weeks.

She said the UCESC has requested
that the one-year lease end July 1, 2007,
not October 1, 2006, when the 90-day
notice to vacate the premises expires.

The UCESC has retained Dennis
Collins as outside counsel to repre-
sent the commission with the petition
and all matters related to Hillcrest
Academy South in Westfield.

Retiring Superintendent Edward
Hartnett later told The Leader, “I am
very hopeful that the commissioner
of education is going to understand
the plight of UCESC and the students
at Hillcrest Academy.”

“I am optimistic that she will inter-
vene to give us sufficient time to
locate a new facility if it is within her
jurisdiction to do so,” he said.

Mr. Hartnett, who started his re-
tirement as of July 1, said he plans to
assist the new superintendent in the
dispute on a voluntary basis.

“Having worked for the UCESC
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

State Shutdown and Budget Crisis;
Impacts Begin for NJ Residents

Wyandotte Resident Calls
For Demolition Notification

Det. Allen Retires After 21
Years in Juvenile Bureau

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Detective Ron Allen
will retire after 25 years of service in
Westfield. He has worked at Westfield
High School (WHS) for four years as
a part of his role in the juvenile detec-
tive bureau of the department, which
he has been part of for 21 years.

“I think it is important to build rela-
tionships with high school students,”
he said in an interview at The Westfield
Leader offices.
Throughout his time at
WHS, Detective Allen
led programs and pre-
sentations for the stu-
dents in health, law and
issues classes, was in-
volved with the athletic
department and
worked closely with the
administration on any
problems that arose. He
also attended several of
the post-graduation
BASH events, working
with the Optimist Club to ensure the
safety of the graduates.

Before becoming a police officer,
Detective Allen said he took classes at
Union County College and was the
assistant director at the Westfield Com-
munity Center on West Broad Street.
He expressed interest in working with
juveniles because of his experience at
the center, and he was able to do so after
“only a few short years” on the squad.

In addition to his detective duties,
Detective Allen has been the director of

the Police Athletic League (PAL) pro-
gram for over 20 years. Since assuming
that responsibility, the program, he said,
has jumped from working with 40 chil-
dren to over 200 in the PAL football
program alone in recent years.

“One of the things I wanted to do
was to balance the program for boys
and girls,” he said, referring to the
fact that he has created multiple pro-
grams for just females and males and
females, including flag football. In

addition to playing
sports, PAL takes trips
to Ellis Island and to
baseball and hockey
games. He cited the
success of the pro-
gram to the residents
of Westfield.

“I am blessed be-
cause we have great
support from the com-
munity,” he said.

In his spare time,
Detective Allen is a
pastor at the Pilgrim

Baptist Church in Summit. He was
ordained nine years ago and hopes to
be more involved in his retirement.

When asked about his greatest
memories from the job, Detective Allen
responded that his 21 years with the
juvenile department were “great.”

“When kids come back to me to say
‘thank you’ – that to me is the greatest
reward of the job – to know you’ve
helped somebody,” he said. “You have to
do this job to make a difference in kids’
lives, not for the money or the fame.”

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Paul Rippe of
Wyandotte Trail lives adjacent to a
new proposed development on
Minisink Way. Recently, after watch-
ing excavation reach his property line,
creating a “moat” by his home, resi-
dents of the Indian Forest community
have organized and hope to eventually
reach a town-wide consensus on how
to contact adjacent neighbors when
demolitions occur in Westfield.

Mr. Rippe described the houses
beginning to crop up in his neighbor-
hood as “monsters that don’t fit the
property.” His biggest gripe is that
neither the builders nor town officials
notified him and his family.

“They did this with no warning, no
site plan, no notice. They came here and
now there’s a six-to-eight foot drop-off
at the property line. All the old oak trees
and rhododendrons that give me pro-

tection will be killed,” Mr. Rippe said.
He noted that the zoning department

responded to his concern by saying the
demolition and excavation is legal and
“they can dig as deep as they want.”

Town Council members took time
out on a Saturday morning to visit the
Rippe house and “were pretty
shocked,” according to Mr. Rippe.

Recently, the planning board heard
comments from architects, lawyers,
builders and residents concerning a draft
ordinance written by Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Foerst and the Code Re-
view and Town Property Committee.

At last week’s council conference
session, Councilman Foerst recom-
mended a “smaller, focused” ad-hoc
committee appointed by Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky to further the overde-
velopment ordinance. He suggested
that the committee consist of two
council people (one being himself),
members of the planning, adjustment
and architectural review boards, an
architect and an attorney.

Councilman Foerst said the commit-
tee would not investigate “wholesale”
changes to the ordinance or reexamine
“whether there’s an overdevelopment
issue.” He said the overdevelopment
committee would examine the newest
land-use policy proposals, which in-
clude a three-floor limit, a sliding scale
reducing height for smaller side yards
to not less than 32 feet and a change in
the floor-area ratio (FAR) definition to
a gross FAR, which, he said, eliminates
many “technical exclusions.”

One suggestion Mr. Rippe made is
the need for the town architectural re-
view board to gauge a development’s
impact on a neighborhood. “When there
are numbers, builders get around it.
There should be experts on the panel to
review the plan and look at the overall
benefit to the neighborhood, the size,
the change in the landscape and the
environment. You need to review a prop-
erty beyond the aesthetic design. There
needs to be more protection for neigh-
bors,” he said.

When asked about the possibility of
increasing the powers of the review
board, Councilman Foerst said the
current municipal land use law re-
quires “objective” definable land-use

Westfield Resident Admits to
Stealing $70,000 From Clients

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A town resident
has pled guilty to stealing $70,000
from customers of a now-defunct
Elizabeth travel agency.

Jose Moncaya, 38, ran Astral Travel
and Tours to Go, located at 177 Elmora
Avenue in Elizabeth. Authorities said
he confessed to taking money from
60 people between June 2003 and
September 2004.

“We’ve had cases like this involving
travel agencies before, but not one
involving so many people,” Executive
Assistant Union County Prosecutor
Robert O’Leary told The Leader.

According to a Star Ledger article,
Moncaya has said he would pay back
$10,000 when State Superior Court
Judge Scott Moynihan sentences him
on Friday, August 18. He has agreed
to repay another $30,000 after serv-
ing 364 days in the Union County jail
for theft by deception, officials said.

Authorities said the fraud was dis-
covered when several customers com-
plained to the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment after learning their paperwork
was false when trying to redeem tickets
for cruise ship vacations or trips to the
Dominican Republic and Las Vegas.

Mr. O’Leary said, “We always ask
people to check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau to see if any complaints

have been filed.”
The state’s Department of Con-

sumer Affairs urges travelers to “thor-
oughly research and investigate travel
plans to avoid fraudulent or disrepu-
table vacation offers,” according to a
press release issued last summer.

Detective Ron Allen

Insurance Broker Charged
Forging Mayor’s Signature

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County Re-
publicans have called on Union
County freeholders to oust the
county’s insurance broker following
charges that the broker allegedly
forged the signature of the former
Cranford mayor to illegally gain con-
trol of Cranford’s health and dental
insurance policies.

Donald R. Readlinger of Hale In-
surance faces a hearing before an
administrative law judge on charges
that he forged the signature of former
Cranford Mayor and Township Com-
mitteeman George Jorn. The town-
ship reported the alleged forgeries to
the New Jersey Department of Bank-
ing and Insurance. According to a
story in The Cranford Eagle, Mr.
Readlinger reportedly resigned from

the township post on March 6 over
the allegations.

According to a show cause order
dated April 24 and published on the
department’s website, Mr. Readlinger
is charged with “forging the signa-
ture of a municipal official on change
of broker request letters with respect
to the municipality’s employees’
health and dental benefits insurance;
submitting the change of broker re-
quests to the municipality’s insurer
without the knowledge of or author-
ity from the municipality; initially
falsely denying committing the forg-
eries and submissions when (Mr.
Readlinger) responded to an inquiry
from a municipal official; misrepre-
senting to municipal officials that his
firm had never committed similar
types of actions.”

The department has charged that
“similar types of conduct were admit-
ted (by Mr. Readlinger) in a prior
consent order…entered on August 16,
2004, when Mr. Readlinger consented
to the placement of his license on
probationary status for 12 months and
the payment of a $5,000 fine; and
failing to timely notify the department
of a change of business address.”

According to an article  in The Star
Ledger, Mr. Readlinger was appointed
3-2 by the Democrat-controlled
Cranford Township Committee in
January as the liability insurance bro-
ker replacing Bank of America. Mr.
Readlinger also is the insurance bro-
ker for the County of Union.

“The allegations concerning Hale
Insurance Brokerage have absolutely
nothing to do with county govern-
ment, nor do they affect or impact the
work that Hale conducts for the County
of Union,” a statement County spokes-
man Sebastian D’Elia released said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – New Jersey’s shutdown of
state government this week has caused
interruptions into the lives of area resi-
dents. Governor Jon Corzine signed an
executive order for the shutdown when
the Legislature did not present a state
budget for him to sign by the state-
mandated July 1 deadline. Assembly
Democrats are opposed to Mr. Corzine’s

proposal to raise the state sales tax from
6 to 7 percent to plug a budget deficit.
The governor is proposing an 11 per-
cent increase in state spending to $31
billion, the highest in state history.

The governor on Monday signed
another executive order requiring both
houses of the legislature to work start-
ing at 9 a.m. on July 4 “and continuing
for each day thereafter” until a “bal-
anced general appropriations law” is
passed for Fiscal Year 2007.

The state constitution does not al-
low the state to draw money from the
treasury without an adopted state bud-
get in place, according to the
governor’s office.

Due to the shutdown, the New Jersey

Lottery and Motor Vehicle Services.
State parks and historic sites were sched-
uled to close yesterday, along with At-
lantic City Casinos. Casinos and racing
tracks went to court challenge Gover-
nor Corzine on his shutdown order.

Although the DMV has closed its
operations, New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission Chief Administrator
Sharon Harrington has extended dead-
lines to July 31 for driver’s licenses,
vehicle registration cards and vehicle
inspections that were to expire June 30.
Documents that were previously to ex-
pire July 31 have been extended to
August 31. (Readers are urged to check
the state web site for daily updates.)

WF School Administrators
Get Pay Boost from BOE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA…At Constitution Hall in Washington D.C. on June
28, Bill Sanders of Mountainside poses with the USO Liberty Girls after their ‘40’s
show. Mr. Sanders received the Medal of Honor for his George Washington Portrait
Project from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
CLOSE TO HOME…Paul Rippe of Wyandotte Trail, who lives adjacent to a new
proposed development on Minisink Avenue, said he was not notified before
excavation reached his property line, creating a “moat.” Now he and community
members have organized to lobby for neighbor notification.

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield As-
sociation of Administrators and Su-
pervisors (WAAS) and the board of
education (BOE) have ratified a new
three-year contract, effective July 1
and extending through June 30, 2009.

The contract includes a four-percent
annual increase for the 30 district-wide
administrators and supervisors plus
insurance benefits extended to do-
mestic partners. The previous contract
provided annual increases of 3.6 per-
cent, plus $375 for all employees earn-
ing less than $110,000 per annum.

Maria Schmidt, human resources
specialist, said both sides, “Met in two
evening sessions that begin the last
part of May and the middle of June.”

“We don’t have salary guides on
administrators in the district. The low-
est newly-negotiated salary is ap-
proximately $77,000 per year and the
highest is $136,000 under the new
contract,” she told The Leader.

According to a news release on the
contract from the district public infor-
mation office, administrators em-
ployed after July 1, 2006 and living
outside of Westfield will not be en-
titled to enroll their children in the
school district free of charge.

This issue was raised to the board
during budget hearings at the begin-
ning of 2006, officials said.

As part of the contract, existing secre-
taries, administrators and teachers have
the option to enroll their children for no
cost in Westfield. According to the
district’s public relations coordinator,
Lorre Korecky, paraprofessionals are
not entitled to this benefit. Ms. Korecky
noted there are currently 25 students
enrolled at no charge in the district who
reside out-of district. The average cost
per pupil in Westfield is $11,887, based
on the 2004-05 school report card data.

Ms. Schmidt said no members of
WAAS with children enrolled in
Westfield schools live out-of-district.

The contract includes automatic
enrollment in the Point of Service
(POS) health insurance plan. The co-
pay for prescriptions increases from
$8 to $10 for generic drugs and from
$15 to $25 for non-generic drugs.

Employee insurance benefits were
extended to domestic partners regis-
tered with the state. This is reported to
be in compliance with the teachers’
contract negotiated in 2005 and the
State’s Domestic Partnership Act, ef-
fective July 10, 2004.

District employees falling under this
contract are supervisors of fine arts,
athletics, guidance, district supervisors,

Bramnick Comments
On State Budget Crisis

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) told The Westfield
Leader by phone from the Assembly
floor at noon on July 4 that he was
“personally saddened” by Governor
Jon Corzine’s speech that morning.
“(It was) a sad day for the public –
government must work out a solution
and not hurt people, families and busi-
nesses – it’s shameful.”

“It boils down to a dispute between
the governor and Speaker (Joseph)
Roberts – neither can compromise,” he
said. “It’s critical now – the sad part is
when one party gets in control for a
long time, disputes can arise like fam-
ily, very deep-seeded. It’s easier when
two parties are part of the government.”

Mr. Bramnick said that the
governor’s order requires them to stay
in Trenton until a budget is completed.
He said he expects the process to last
“for a few days,” and he said legisla-
tors have a change of clothes in their
cars and are likely to get hotel rooms
nearby “to take a shower.”

As of press deadline yesterday, the
Assembly Budget Committee had not
presented a budget, the required next
step. The governor must agree to the
budget before it is presented on the
assembly floor. The Assembly then
has 24 hours to review it before de-
bate and vote.

Mr. Bramnick said that unless the
governor declares emergency pro-
cedures, “it looks like Friday” is the
soonest that a budget can be derived.

The Leader asked Mr. Bramnick
whether a reduction in the spending
increase is being considered or
whether the dispute is solely about
the means of increasing taxes. He
said that Republicans proposed $2
billion in spending cuts but that “this
is not being considered by the major-
ity (Democratic) party.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CHANGING OF GUARD…Andy Calamaras of Fanwood, last year’s
governor of Rotary District 7510, pins Dr. Michael Hart of Westfield as
the organization’s new governor on Wednesday, June 27 in Westfield.

WF Chamber to
Host Car Shows
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce will host car
shows in the South Avenue train sta-
tion parking lot on July 16, August 13
and September 10.

The shows will feature music, a
hula-hoop contest and children’s ac-
tivities and door prizes.

Organizers will award 22 show tro-
phies for categories including “Best
in Show” and “Best Classic Car.”The
shows will run from noon until 5 p.m.
Registration will start at 11:45 a.m.
The Chamber requests a $5 donation
from owners of show cars and a $1
donation from the public; a portion of
the proceeds will be donated to the
Chambers Endowment Fund.

For information or directions, call
George Withers at (908) 789-0839 or
Bill Mackey’s Salsa Dance Co. at
(908) 400-7348.

Subject to availability and qualifications. The "Cupped Hands" logo is a registered service mark of Allstate Insurance Company.   Allstate
New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, NJ.  © 2006 Allstate Insurance Company.
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POLICE BLOTTER

for 36 years, if Mr. Petrino asks me to
continue (with the Hillcrest issue), I
will,” he told The Leader.

Westfield BOE member and liaison
to the UCESC Alice Hunnicutt recused
herself during the executive session of
Thursday’s UCESC meeting due to a
conflict of interest given her BOE seat.

According to Ms. Hunnicutt, once
the petition is filed, the state commis-
sioner of education will either make a
decision or refer the case to an admin-
istrative law judge to decide.

Ms. Hunnicutt also said that it is
possible that there could be a public
hearing on the case and that wit-
nesses could be summoned.

Westfield BOE President Anne
Riegel told The Leader, “I don’t know
enough to comment about the lease

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State Budget Crisis

Correction
Coverage on the Westfield Board

of Education’s June 20 meeting
should have stated that children of
non-Westfield residents covered un-
der the Westfield Association of
Administrators and Supervisors’
(WAAS) contract with the Westfield
Board of Education who are cur-
rently attending Westfield schools
will not have to pay tuition. Chil-
dren of future hires who are non-
residents will have to pay tuition if
they want their children to attend
Westfield schools.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Insurance Broker Forgery
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UCESC Files Petition
and legal situation at this point.”

In response to the question of the
timeline for the renovation project in-
volving Lincoln School (where Hillcrest
is located) should the UCESC be granted
emergency relief by the state, Mrs.
Riegel said, “I also don’t know enough
about the timing of construction to have
the facility renovated for September of
2008, assuming we get the community’s
support for a bond in December.”

“My sense is that we could accom-
plish this, but I’m not sure,” she said.

The Leader filed Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) requests for all
correspondence between the BOE and
the UCESC concerning the non-re-
newal of the lease for 728 Westfield
Avenue (Hillcrest Academy) with BOE
School Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman. His response was as fol-
lows: “The matter is in active litiga-
tion and all inquiries regarding same
should be directed to Board of Educa-
tion Attorney Richard J. Kaplow.”

The UCESC will hold its next meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 6, at
7:30 p.m. at 45 Cardinal Drive, floor
2, in Westfield.

photo courtesy of  Deirdre Hewett
NATURE...On June 30 at 706 East Broad Street in Westfield, this hawk selects its
meal from the abundant rabbit population in the area.

State police and state hospitals, as
well as correctional facilities staff, have
reported to work as normal. All “non-
essential” workers have been told not to
report to work. Governor Corzine said
that the shutdown would furlough about
45,000 state employees spread across
31 departments. The state has approxi-
mately 80,000 employees.

“Those (essential services) include
facilities and personnel involved in
providing for the health, safety and
welfare of the state’s population, as
well as the protection of property.
Agencies such as the State Police, the
Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices, the Department of Corrections
and substantial parts of the Depart-
ment of Human Services will continue
to operate,” a press release issued by
the governor’s office on July 1 stated.

“It’s time to get our house in order,
and I look forward to working with my
partners in the legislature in the hours
and days ahead until we have done
precisely that,” Governor Corzine said.

Robin Marko, secretary to
Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau,

and zoning ordinances and the use of
an architectural review board “based
on the way it is now can’t sustain
judicial muster.”

“The idea of giving teeth to the
architectural review board is great in
theory,” he added. “Unfortunately, it’s
not sustainable in a court of law. Our
committee has been reviewing the
demolition permit process and looked
into a notice requirement.”

Councilman Foerst said he doesn’t
know if Westfield has the ability to
require neighbor notification.

“We as a council vote on demolitions
but have no legal basis just to deny an
application. We just have oversight of
the process. We’ll continue looking at
the demolition permit process to have
the neighborhood protected. We’ve
asked (Building Inspector) Steve Freed-
man to review the process to make it a
more neighborly process,” he said.

The number of approved demolitions
in town has risen from seven in 2001 to
73 in 2005, he said earlier this year.

Mayor Skibitsky told The Westfield
Leader that the council has spoken
about notifying neighbors, “but noth-
ing too serious. We mentioned it in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Overdevelopment Concerns
passing. Of course, once that hap-
pens, the way the laws read, there’s
nothing neighbors can do.”

The mayor said he hoped the com-
mittee he would appoint could look at
the work of Code Review Committee
and “create an all-encompassing sug-
gestion that limits the size of a house
and does a better job of notifying
people. It’s a major task. It’s a balanc-
ing act to be within state law and not
take away someone’s rights.”

Mr. Rippe said he hopes people will
sign the petition and eventually a referen-
dum will pass requiring the town to notify
neighbors when there’s an adjacent demo-
lition and make the site plans available to
everyone, review the height and the size
of homes and limit the amount of excava-
tion in terms of killing trees.

Mr. Rippe said that the character
and the charm of the town is changing
and, in his opinion, not for the better.

“It’s their right to build and it’s my
right to move out,” he said.  “The town
is dramatically different from when I
moved here. There’s a lot of fast money
here now. It’s an aggressive and com-
petitive town and it’s lost the small-
town home feeling.”

said that due to the shutdown of state
courts including the Superior Court
in Elizabeth all requests for restrain-
ing orders will be administered by
municipal court judges.

Municipal governing bodies have
expressed concern as to whether the
shutdown would delay property tax
bills that must be mailed out this month
for the August 1 quarterly deadline.

“We cannot send out tax bills until
we know what our state aid is,” Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skitbitsky said. “We
assume it will be flat” at $4.5 million.

“Individually, I am sure there will
be residents affected,” he said, citing
Lottery ticket sales and the casinos.

“I do not expect this thing to be
prolonged,” he said.

Scotch Plains Township Adminis-
trator Tom Atkins told The Leader the
state shutdown “should not impact
township operations.”

“I would expect the stalemate to be
resolved before July 5 but if it goes
five more days or so, check back with
me, I might have more worries,” he
wrote The Leader in an e-mail.

He also expressed a concern for
state employees who reside in Scotch
Plains and would be impacted by an
extended state shutdown.

“Going several days without pay can
hurt some families,” Mr. Atkins said.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said if the borough is un-
able to mail out tax bills, “We will be
in deep trouble by August 1.”

He said once bills are mailed “it
will be two weeks for us to get
money in.” Mountainside only has
$1.3 million in reserves to cover $12
million in tax obligations for the
local school system, county and
borough, he said.

Democratic State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (LD-22, Linden) said yes-
terday the stalemate is “unbeliev-
able. I’ve never scene anything like
it.”

He said, although the Senate pre-
sented a “compromise” to settle the
conflict, “Unforunately [they] have
been unable to  gain support” from
Assembly Democrats.

“We really need the leadership
(Governor Corzine, Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts and Senate
President Richard Codey)  to come
up with an agreement,” he said.

“Hale Insurance remains the county’s
broker of record and taxpayers have
saved hundreds of thousands over the
years through self-insurance programs
that Hale has set up for the county.”

Mr. D’Elia said he did not know
how long Mr. Readlinger has been
the county’s insurance broker. Ac-
cording to Westfield Leader archives,
legal advertising contracts show that
Mr. Readlinger has been the broker
since at least 2001.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin, a current resident
and former mayor of Cranford, has
called for the freeholders to remove
Hale Insurance as insurance broker.

“Unfortunately, it’s clearer than ever
that pay-to-play politics are alive and
well in Union County. Despite serious
charges of illegal conduct of Hale In-
surance Brokerage, including forgery
of a municipal official’s signature and
the alleged admission of the forgery to
a member of Cranford’s governing
body and Cranford’s township attor-
ney, the all-Democrat freeholder board
has chosen to defend a big-time politi-
cal contributor rather than protect the
taxpayers of Union County,” Mr. Morin
said in a statement released Thursday.

“The freeholders should immedi-
ately remove Hale Insurance as its
broker and undertake an open and
public bidding process for a replace-
ment – now,” he said.

He said he believes Cranford Demo-
crats may have been “pushed” by county
Democrats to approve a Hale contract.

“I think it has everything to do with
county government,” he said. “These
are serious allegations. They (the free-
holders) are not taking this seriously.”

According to a biography on Hale
Insurance website, Mr. Readlinger
started his career at an Elizabeth agency
in 1979. He opened Hale Insurance
And Financial Services in 2003.

Information published at haleins.com
on March 4, 1996 and obtained through

zoominfo.com found that politically,
Mr. Readlinger was active with the Ray
Bateman and Thomas H. Kean guber-
natorial campaigns, served as mayor of
Branchburg and was a candidate for
insurance commissioner in Governor
Christine Whitman’s administration. He
was a campaign advisor to former Gov-
ernor James McGreevey’s.

“The question is, do you want to
wrap yourselves around both parties,”
Mr. Morin said in response to Mr.
Readlinger’s political connections.

According to the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) website, Mr.
Readlinger gave a total of $13,100
over the past six years to both Demo-
crats and Republicans, including
Michael Lapolla’s 2000 primary Con-
gressional campaign, Sen. Frank
Lautenberg’s 2002 campaign, Rep.
Michael Ferguson’s 2002, 2003 and
2005 campaigns as well as his 2006
opponent Assemblywoman Linda
Stender’s campaign, Governor Jon
Corzine’s 2000 U.S. Senate campaign
and State Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.’s 2006
U.S. Senate campaign.

The Star Ledger reported that Mr.
Readlinger has donated over $90,000
to Union County Democrats since
1998. Democrats took majority of
county government the previous year.
Access to the New Jersey Election
Law Commission website, which in-
cludes information on campaign do-
nations, was not available last Friday.

Westfield
Monday, June 26, Orlando Soto, 25, of

Roselle Park was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cacciola
Place on outstanding warrants from New-
ark, for $400, and Woodbridge Township,
for $412. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, the owner of a West
South Ave. building reported that someone
wrote on his building with a magic marker.

Monday, June 26, Lydia Reinhold, 41,
of Elizabeth was arrested in the 600 block
of North Avenue, West, for contempt of
court. Reinhold posted $500 bail on the
Scotch Plains warrant and was released.

Monday, June 26, Calvin Mottley, 36,
of New York was arrested at South and
Windsor Avenues on warrants from
Cranford, for $125, and Carteret, for $120.
Mottley was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, Patrick Thomson, 27,
of Cranford was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at North and Central Avenues
on a warrant for theft out of South Plainfield.
He was released after posting $2,500 bail.

Thursday, June 29, Kahalilah Ragland,
30, of East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on outstanding warrants out of
Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for $300.
She was transported to the Union County
jail and was committed on default of bail.

Thursday, June 29, Timothy Parker, 39,
of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in the 200 block of Elm Street
on outstanding warrants from Westfield,
for $500; Plainfield, for $805, and North
Plainfield, for $232. He was held in lieu of
bail pending transport to Union County jail.

Friday, June 30, Vincent Tomasso, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated and refusal
to submit to an alcotest following a motor
vehicle accident on Forest Avenue. No

injuries were reported. He subsequently
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, June 30, after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation at South and
Westfield Avenues, Marlon Herrera-Ruiz,
27, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding South Plainfield warrant for
$136. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 1, a Westfield resident
reported that someone stole his locked
bicycle from the south-side train station.

Sunday, July 2, numerous vehicles on
Hyslip Avenue, West Broad, Pierson and
First Streets and Codding Road had their
driver’s side tires punctured while parked.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 26, a Hunter Avenue resi-

dent reported that someone used her debit
card to make purchases totaling $1,792.

Monday, June 26, a Lake Avenue resi-
dent reported that someone removed the
front license plate from his vehicle while
it was parked in front of his house.

Thursday, June 29, Robert Miller, 44, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with theft. According to police, an investi-
gation into suspicious activity determined
that the suspect had stolen items from a
convenience store. Miller was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons, police said.

Thursday, June 29, a Crestwood Road
resident reported that her daughter’s un-
locked bicycle was stolen from a school
bike rack. The value of the bicycle is $100.

Saturday, July 1, Robert Wactor, 21, of
Elizabeth was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for careless driving determined
he had an outstanding warrant out of
Newark. Wactor was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased to the Newark Police Department.

Saturday, July 1, Manfred Jurado, 30, of
Edison was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop for speeding, when it was deter-
mined he had an outstanding warrant out of
Metuchen. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released to
the Metuchen Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 27, a resident reported

that the Forest Road Park building was
vandalized with graffiti.

Wednesday, June 28, Edwin Nunez-
Bustillos, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with hindering arrest by giv-
ing false information to police following
a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, June 28, a store owner in
the 180 block of South Avenue reported
that someone gave him a counterfeit $50
bill to purchase merchandise from the store.
Police said the owner was unable to pro-
vide a description of the suspect. The coun-
terfeit bill was later confiscated by police.

Friday, June 30, Raisin Davis, 32, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which re-
vealed an outstanding Greenwich Town-
ship warrant in the amount of $374.

Friday, June 30, a resident reported he
left his bicycle behind a South Ave. busi-
ness and when he returned the next day, it
was missing. The bicycle was valued at $40.

Saturday, July 1, Verna Dillard, 56, of
Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an outstand-
ing warrant out of Scotch Plains for $89.

Sunday, July 2, Marie Bishop, 40, of
Union was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence (DUI) and careless
driving following a motor vehicle accident
on Terrill Road, which resulted in three
injuries. The suspect and the victims were
transported to Muhlenburg Hospital.

Sunday, July 2, David Macclymont, 45,
of Scotch Plains was arrested for DUI after
several motorists reported an erratic driver
to 911. According to police, Macclymont
admitted to taking several prescription
medications as well as consuming alcohol
before operating his vehicle.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Contract
department chairs, school principals,
assistant principals, instructional tech-
nology and maintenance supervisors
and gifted-and-talented supervisor.

The contract doesn’t include the su-
perintendent, assistant superintendents,
board secretary or district accountant.

Union employees representing the
WAAS in contract talks were Stewart
Carey, Roosevelt Intermediate School
principal; Jeanette Munoz, Jefferson
School principal; Robert Roth, new K-
12 world languages supervisor, and Jo-
seph Malanga, Wilson School principal.

BOE negotiating members were
Beth Cassie, board president Anne
Riegel, Richard Solomon and vice-
president Ginny Leiz.

Ms. Schmidt said negotiations con-
tinue with secretaries and paraprofes-
sionals, whose contract expired June
30. Contract talks begin in mid-May.

Kean: Budget Crisis
‘Creation of Ruling Dems’

TRENTON – Senate Republican
Whip Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)
issued the following statement yester-
day in response to Assembly Speaker
Joseph Roberts’ news conference on
the budget stalemate.

“The current crisis is entirely the
creation of the ruling Trenton Demo-
crats, whose warring bosses and splin-
tered factions have placed our state at
the brink of fiscal ruin. The squabbling
power brokers of an exhausted and
fractured party have simply chosen to
ignore their constitutional obligations
and the public good. As a result, our
people have been placed at risk.

“Tomorrow (July 5) will be a dark
day in the history of this state if the
current disaster wrought by the Demo-
crats is not averted. Thousands of
people will return from the Indepen-
dence Day holiday to find that the
basic obligations of government can
no longer be fulfilled.

“A new business will be unable to
open because they cannot obtain per-
mits from the DEP, a young motorist
will be unable to obtain a driver’s li-
cense needed for a summer job, crimi-
nal investigations that require DNA or
ballistics testing will be needlessly
stalled. A restaurant or hotel owner will
have to contemplate telling an employee
that they are about to be laid off.

“A road project will be halted, de-

nying a highly skilled worker his pay-
check. A senior citizen or disabled
person will wonder whether their
PAAD prescription will be filled in
the uncertain days ahead. The ripples
of Democrat irresponsibility will be
felt across the economy like a stone
striking the still water of a pond.

“The people of New Jersey are go-
ing to be punished – in a thousand
ways both great and small – because
the Democrat machine has been bro-
ken. The indifference to everything
except reelection has been exposed in
the harsh light of this crisis. The people
deserved much more from their elected
representatives, and sadly, they have
been given very little in the way of
sober and responsible leadership.

“There is still time to rescue the
state if the Democrat leadership will
only listen to the wisdom of the people
and live up to the promises they made
in the last election. We need to move
quickly to pass a budget that does not
raise taxes and forces the government
to live within its means.

“We need to effect real reductions
in the wasteful spending habits that
have come to dominate Trenton over
the last four years. Finally, we need
fundamental reforms to repair a shat-
tered budget process and prevent this
type of disaster from ever happening
again,” Senator Kean said.

DWC to Sponsor
Sidewalk Sale

WESTFIELD – Sidewalk Sale
Days will take place in downtown
Westfield from Thursday, July 13
through Sunday, July 16. Retailers
will set up tables on the sidewalks
with their bargains. This Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) spon-
sors this annual event. In the event of
rain, retailers may hold indoor sales.

“Chips the Clown” will provide en-
tertainment in the downtown area dur-
ing the afternoons of all four days of the
sale. Don’t miss out on getting your
caricature done by Gina Minichino on
July 13 or July 15 from 2 until 4 p.m.
The “Mad Hatter” will be providing
balloon creations in the downtown area
as well. Call the DWC office for dates
and times during the event. 

For more information about
Westfield and downtown events, call
the DWC at (908) 789-9444 for an
events calendar or Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza Application. See the DWC
website www.WestfieldToday.com.

DWC Sponsors
‘Sweet Sounds’

WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), continues its 10th annual
season. Performances will take place
on sidewalks and street corners for 10
consecutive weeks on Tuesdays from
July 4 through Sept. 5 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Bands will play on Central Avenue in
front of The Bombay Company, the
lawn in front of the North Avenue Train
Station, the corner of East Broad Street
and Prospect Street, Elm Street in front
of the Baptist Church and in a new
location at the South Avenue Train Sta-
tion. The performances scheduled for
July 11 include Stringbean and the
Stalkers, Scott Hunter & The Soul
Searchers, Alfred Patterson Trio, Car-
rie Jackson and Chris Colenari Quartet.
In the event of rain, the performances
will take place on Wednesday, July 12.

While enjoying the music of “Sweet
Sounds Downtown”, enjoy dining at
one of Westfield’s fine restaurants or
shop and stroll through downtown.

Chemidlin’s Family
Waits Word on Release

SCOTCH PLAINS – State Depart-
ment spokesperson Janelle Hironimus
yesterday confirmed press reports that
missionary Michael Chemidlin, 57,
of Scotch Plains, held on conspiracy
charges in Sierra Leone for two
months, was “free to leave the coun-
try” after a judge determined there
was “insufficient evidence for the case
to proceed.” No other information
was released.

Mr. Chemidlin, an active member
of the National Guard, has been held
in Sierra Leone since April after he
was arrested while taking pictures of
the United Nations court complex
where former Liberian President
Charles Taylor is being held. He was
charged with attempting to free Tay-
lor, who is being held on war crimes.
Mr. Chemidlin has said he is innocent
of the charges. He was arrested with
three other Sierra Leone nationals.

Emmie Salerno of Edison told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times yes-
terday that she was still waiting to
here from her brother. She learned of
his release from a reporter while at-
tending a family picnic.

“Until I hear he has his feet on
American soil” she will wait his re-
turn, Ms. Salerno said.

see it all at
goleader.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA…In ceremonies at Constitution Hall in Wash-
ington D.C. on June 28, Bill Sanders of Mountainside poses with the USO Liberty
Girls after their stirring ‘40s show. Mr. Sanders received the Medal of Honor for
his George Washington Portrait Project bringing history back to the nation’s
classrooms and Wayne Newton received the Patriots Medal for his work with the
USO from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Cumberland Farms, Cooper
Rd. Developer File Lawsuits

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two lawsuits
pending against the township’s zoning
board of adjustment seek the reversal of
the board’s rejection of applications
that were the subject of hearings and
neighborhood opposition.

HUB Realty LLC of West Orange
filed suit in March, four months after
the zoning board turned down its ap-
plication to build a single-family
house on the western half of the Coo-
per Road island. The hearings on the
application, which stretched out
through most of last year, were regu-
larly attended by several dozen neigh-
borhood residents who opposed the
development and, as part of their ef-
fort to defeat the application, set up a
website, held demonstrations at the
property, wrote letters to local news-
papers and hired an attorney to repre-
sent them before the board.

The board, in unanimously turning
down the application at its December 1,
2005 meeting, cited traffic safety con-
cerns as well as unease about what such
a large house might do to the character
of the neighborhood that is situated
between Terrill Road and Rahway Road.

In its complaint filed with the State
Superior Court in Elizabeth, HUB, rep-
resented by Richard Cohen of Leib,
Kraus, Grispin & Roth of Scotch Plains,

states that the board had “erroneously
concluded that the driveway as pro-
posed was unsafe” despite testimony
from traffic experts that the proposed
location of the driveway on Cooper
Road exceeded traffic safety standards.

HUB also said the zoning board was
wrong in concluding that the proposed
house would be a “substantial over
massing of structure and an undesir-
able aesthetic and visual condition”
and would be “out of character with the
neighborhood,” despite the location and
size of the house being in full conform-
ance with local zoning ordinances.

Cumberland Farms Inc. filed its law-
suit a month after the board’s April 6
denial of its application to expand and
upgrade its Gulf gasoline station on
Route 22. After its initial application
was rejected a year ago, Cumberland
Farms filed suit and then withdrew it
after the board allowed the company to
submit a new application that differed

Bd. Denies Goddard School/
Town Bank Application

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a split decision,
the Fanwood planning and zoning
board of adjustment last Wednesday
night voted to deny a development
application for a branch of the Town
Bank and Goddard Day Care Center
to be located at 314 South Avenue.

Despite a vote of four in favor to
two opposed, the application was
denied because it included a use vari-
ance, which needed a majority plus
one vote (five votes in this case) in
order to be approved.

Multiple board members indicated
that they were in favor of the applica-
tion but had to vote against it due to an
unexpected demand by the borough’s
fire department to move the Goddard
building to within 15 feet of the curb.
Board members found this design
change to be unacceptable and not in
line with Fanwood’s design prefer-
ences. The proposed plans put the
Goddard School on an angle to the
street, approximately 42 feet from
the curb, according to Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor.

Thomas Scalera of the Fanwood
Fire Department testified before the
board that according to a directive
from the fire chief, the building needed
to be 15 feet from the curb in order for
the fire department to be able to ac-
cess the roof from a fire-truck ladder.

The only other option, which was
not acceptable to the applicant, was
to eliminate parking spaces in the lot
to the rear of the building to accom-
modate a fire lane.

The applicant, Scotch Plains attor-
ney Robert Kraus of Fanwood Plaza
Partners, acting as his own attorney,
said that because this was going to be
a daycare center for toddlers and
preschoolers, parents would need to

be able to park near the main entrance
of the building in the parking lot.

The board and Mr. Scalera dis-
cussed whether a fire lane could be
constructed on the front lawn of the

BOE Ratifies Pact With SPFEA;
Increases Range 4.5 to 6.7 Percent

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After 18
months of negotiations, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association (SPFEA) have rati-
fied a new three-year contract. The
BOE approved the deal Thursday af-
ter the SPFEA ratified the contract
the previous week.

The contract is retroactive to July 1,
2005, when the previous pact expired.

“The board has appreciated the sup-
port of the community and the diligent
and professional way the teachers have
conducted themselves this school year.
This has been a difficult situation,”
said BOE President Thomas Russo.

Under the terms of the contract,
teachers will receive a 4.25 percent

increase in salary for this past year, a
4.75 percent increase for the 2006-
2007 school year and a 4.5 percent
increase for the 2007-2008 school
year. The median teacher’s salary in
the district is $52,325, according to
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s 2004-2005 Report Card.

Secretaries will receive a 5.25 per-
cent increase for this school year, a
5.75 percent increase for the 2006-
2007 school year and a 5.5 percent
increase for the 2007-2008 school year.

Teacher aides will receive a 6.25
percent increase for this year, a 6.75
percent increase for the 2006-2007
school year and a 6.5 percent increase
for the 2007-2008 school year.

“We have given more than we said
we would,” said BOE member Craig
Nowlin. “We don’t want staff in-

creases to force people out of town,
and right now, the average household
in Scotch Plains is paying 3 to 3.5
percent toward our schools.”

“This contract does leave the dis-
trict in a competitive state for high-
quality teachers at an affordable price.
We had needed to increase salaries to
remain competitive,” board member
Donald Parisi said.

One of the sticking factors in nego-
tiations was the debate over insurance
coverage for the district’s 314 em-
ployees. Effective Monday, January 1,
2007, employees who elect to con-
tinue with the traditional plan will pay
$500 per year into an indemnity fund.

According to school officials, the
traditional plan is the more popular
plan because teachers can go out-of-
network; the board argued that the
preferred provider organization (PPO)
is equal in quality and saves both the
board and teachers money. Officials
said the BOE would save $600,000
for the school year 2006-2007 if all
the teachers switched over to PPO.

“The only way we found that the
traditional plan is the best option was
if two members of the family have
more than $8,000 in medical bills
combined,” Mr. Parisi said.

A sick bank also has been formed in
which employees can donate vacation
days to other employees who may be
suffering from catastrophic illnesses.

The contract also calls for a change
of the middle-school schedule in the
2007-2008 school year. Students who
participate in music will have an en-
richment period. Teachers will not
lose any prep-periods with the addi-
tion of the enrichment periods.

The new contract will expire on
June 20, 2008. Negotiations for the
next contract will begin in January
2008.

SPFEA President Barbara McGuane
could not be reached for comment.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
has filed an Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) request for a copy of the
contract and will publish information
on the contract after receiving it.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FRESH BOUQUET OF FRAGRANCE…Plenty of beautiful and happy flowers awaited their turn to be taken home at
the Farmers Marketplace in Scotch Plains on July 1.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

State Shuts Down During Budget
Crisis; NJ Residents Feel Impact

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – New Jersey’s shutdown of
state government this week has caused
interruptions into the lives of area
residents. Governor Jon Corzine
signed an executive order for the shut-
down when the Legislature did not
present a state budget for him to
sign by the state-mandated July
1 deadline. Assembly Demo-
crats are opposed to Mr.
Corzine’s proposal to raise the
state sales tax from 6 to 7 per-
cent to plug a budget deficit.
The governor is proposing an
11 percent increase in state
spending to $31 billion, the
highest in state history.

The governor on Monday
signed an executive order re-
quiring both houses of the legis-
lature to work starting at 9 a.m.
on July 4 “continuing for each
day thereafter” until a “balanced
general appropriations law” is passed.

The state constitution does not al-
low the state to draw money from the
treasury without an adopted state bud-
get in place, the governor’s office said.

Due to the shutdown, the New Jer-
sey Lottery and Motor Vehicle Ser-
vices closed on Saturday. State parks,
historic sites, Atlantic City Casinos
and race tracks shut down yesterday.

Although the DMV has closed its
operations, New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission Chief Administra-

tor Sharon Harrington has extended
deadlines to July 31 for driver’s li-
censes, vehicle registration cards and
vehicle inspections that were to ex-
pire June 30. Documents that were
previously to expire July 31 have
been extended to August 31. Readers
are urged to check the state web site

for daily updates.
State police and state hospitals, as

well as correctional facilities staff,
have reported to work as normal. All
“non-essential” workers have been
told not to report to work. Governor
Corzine said that the shutdown would
furlough about 45,000 state employ-
ees spread across 31 departments.
The state has approximately 80,000
employees.

“Those (essential services) include
facilities and personnel involved in

providing for the health, safety and
welfare of the state’s population, as
well as the protection of property.
Agencies such as the State Police, the
Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices, the Department of Corrections
and substantial parts of the Depart-
ment of Human Services will continue

to operate,” a press release is-
sued by the governor’s office on
July 1 stated.

“It’s time to get our house in
order, and I look forward to work-
ing with my partners in the legis-
lature in the hours and days ahead
until we have done precisely that,”
Governor Corzine said.

Robin Marko, secretary to
Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau, said that due to the
shutdown of state courts includ-
ing the Superior Court in Eliza-
beth all requests for restraining
orders will be administered by
municipal court judges.

Municipal governing bodies have
expressed concern as to whether the
shutdown would delay property tax
bills that must be mailed out this month
for the August 1 quarterly deadline.

“We cannot send out tax bills until
we know what our state aid is,” Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skitbitsky said. “We
assume it will be flat” at $4.5 million.

“Individually, I am sure there will be
residents affected,” he said, citing Lot-
tery ticket sales and the casinos. “I do
not expect this thing to be prolonged.”

Scotch Plains Township Manger
Tom Atkins told The Times the state
shutdown “should not impact town-
ship operations.” “I would expect the
stalemate to be resolved before July 5
but if it goes five more days or so,
check back with me, I might have
more worries,” he said.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said if the borough is un-
able to mail out tax bills, “We will be
in deep trouble by August 1.”

He said once bills are mailed “it
will be two weeks for us to get money
in.” Mountainside only has $1.3 mil-
lion in reserves to cover $12 million
in tax obligations for the local school
system, county and borough, he said.

Democratic State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (LD-22, Linden) said yester-
day the stalemate is “unbelievable.
I’ve never seen anything like it.”

He said  although the Senate pre-
sented a “compromise” to settle the
conflict, “Unfortunately (they) have
been unable to gain support” from
Assembly Democrats.

“We really need the leadership
(Governor Corzine, Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts and Senate
President Richard Codey)  to come
up with an agreement,” he said.

BOE Approves Nutrition,
Discusses School One Fields

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) passed a wellness and nutrition
policy last Thursday night with amend-
ments to allow parents to bring in cup-
cakes to celebrate students’ birthdays.

“My philosophy is that the govern-
ment that governs least governs the
best. It is not our job to mandate what
treats parents give their children,”
BOE President Thomas Russo said.

The original policy the BOE had
considered called for the banning of
edible foods for birthday celebrations
as a means to be more conscientious
of students with dietary concerns such
as allergies or diabetes. After resis-
tance from the community, the BOE
added amendments to the policy, in-
cluding striking the acceptance of the
birthday-treat provision.

“Cupcakes should be available to
kids on their birthdays,” BOE mem-
ber Betty Ann Woerner said. “I would
like to strike that provision.”

“I am in support of the suggestion
that for parties our parents should be
able to bring in treats. I feel that the
occasional cupcake is consistent with
the policy,” board member Sashay
Slocum said.

The BOE began amending the fed-
erally recommended policy a month
ago to suit the district’s schools. Pro-
visions in the policy suggest that all
vending machines carry healthy
snacks and that food with eight or
more grams of fat should not be sold.
Citing that the only food available on
the school menu that meets those
criteria is waffles, the BOE’s policy
meets the federal provision of daily
allowance of fat, which is 23 grams.

“The committee itself was split.
The policy is not about changing
lunches and the focus is not on cup-
cakes. This is about federal and state

schools improving nutritional value,”
board member Donald Parisi said.

The amendment to the policy also
mandates that food not be sold or served
between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. un-
less it is through the lunch program and
that food not be sold after 3:20 p.m.,
when the school day officially ends.

“Student groups that were selling
[food]during that time will be able to
sell at another time,” said Anthony Del
Sordi, BOE business administrator.

The amendment passed 6-2 with
one abstention.

The BOE addressed the cost of
replacing the School One field. A
contractor evaluated the track and
field last week and estimated that
because of the damage the cost of
replacing the field would range be-
tween $50,000 and $200,000, accord-
ing to Mr. Del Sordi.

“The BOE dropped the ball with
the maintenance of the fields. They
are in deplorable shape and this is not
acceptable,” a resident told the board.

UCESC Files Petition With
State to Extend Hillcrest Lease

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of the
Union County Educational Services
Commission (UCESC) last Thursday
unanimously approved the filing of a
petition with State Department of Edu-
cation Commissioner Lucille Davy for
emergency relief regarding the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
lease termination of Hillcrest Acad-
emy South at 728 Westfield Avenue.

“As I am coming in, clearly the
Hillcrest situation has become an
emotionally charged issue. (We
should) promote it in a fair and objec-
tive way. The petition should reflect
this,” new UCESC Superintendent
Bill Petrino said.

The petition requests a 12-month
extension to the lease, which com-
menced July 1, until June 30, 2007.
UCESC General Counsel Linda Ott
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Chemidlin’s Family
Waits Word on Release

SCOTCH PLAINS – State Depart-
ment spokesperson Janelle
Hironimus yesterday confirmed press
reports that missionary Michael
Chemidlin, 57, of Scotch Plains, held
on conspiracy charges in Sierra Leone
for two months, was “free to leave
the country” after a judge determined
there was “insufficient evidence for
the case to proceed.” No other infor-
mation was released.

Mr. Chemidlin, an active member
of the National Guard, has been held
in Sierra Leone since April after he
was arrested while taking pictures of
the United Nations court complex
where former Liberian President
Charles Taylor is being held. He was
charged with attempting to free Tay-
lor, who is being held on war crimes.
Mr. Chemidlin has said he is innocent
of the charges. He was arrested with
three other Sierra Leone nationals.

Emmie Salerno of Edison told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times yes-
terday that she was still waiting to
here from her brother. She learned of
his release from a reporter while at-
tending a family picnic.

“Until I hear he has his feet on
American soil” she will wait his re-
turn, Ms. Salerno said.

CLASSIC CARS… Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and her family attend the
Classic Car Show held by the Classic Cougar Club of New Jersey on June 27 at
the Fanwood train station.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED…Before the government shutdown, a five-day
closure on North Ave. in Fanwood was to start yesterday.
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CHANGING OF GUARD…Andy Calamaras of Fanwood, last year’s
governor of Rotary District 7510, pins Dr. Michael Hart of Westfield as
the new governor. The ceremony took place on Wednesday, June 27 in
Westfield as David Linett, Rotary International Director, installed Dr.
Hart before Rotarians from all over the state.

THANKS POST OFFICE… Joseph Y. Qutub, past president of Arab Student Aid
International (ASAI), presents a certificate of appreciation to Ionie Anglin of the
Fanwood Post Office for service to ASAI for the past 30 years. Scott Rosenhouse,
Christina Kriznauski and Mr. Alexandre of the post office were also acknowl-
edged. ASAI provides college scholarships to Middle-Eastern students.

POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Planning Board
school building. Mr. Kraus requested
that the board give him an indication
of how they wanted him to resolve the
fire department’s request.

Board member Peter Sayles ada-
mantly insisted that it was not the
board’s responsibility to resolve the
fire lane dilemma for the applicant.
Mr. Sayles suggested that Mr. Kraus
delay the board’s vote to next month
in order to redesign the plans to ac-
commodate the fire department’s rec-
ommendation.

“This is not our problem, not our
responsibility,” Mr. Sayles said.

After six months of hearings and
informing the board that he had spent
more than $30,000 in designing and
redesigning the plans, Mr. Kraus said,
“We went through hoops to design
this building. There is no next month.
It’s now or never.”

Board member Andrew McDonald
said that the borough did not handle
the fire department’s request in a
timely manner.

“Why are we only getting this now,
six months into this application?” he
said. “I’m very upset this (fire depart-
ment recommendation) is coming to us
at this late hour. Somebody in the bor-
ough didn’t do their job – there has been
too much repetition in this hearing.”

He said that the “entire” application
was “too complex” for board mem-
bers to be able to remember all of the
testimony heard six months prior.

A motion to deny the application
by Mr. Sayles did not get any seconds
and did not proceed to a vote.

Board members debated whether

they were allowed to vote for the
application as submitted without ac-
commodating the fire department’s
request or whether they had to incor-
porate the fire department’s directive
as a condition.

The board also debated whether
they were acting as a planning board
voting for a site plan or a board of
adjustment voting for a use variance.

After two hours of deliberating how
to proceed, board member Robert
Deitch said, “This application has
been discussed to death.”

The board voted on the application
as it was submitted with the building
set back too far from the curb to satisfy
the fire department’s recommenda-
tions. Several board members indi-
cated that they regretted having to
deny the application and regretted all
of the time that was wasted on months
of hearings and redesigning the plans.

After the meeting, Mr. Kraus said
that he did not know what his course
of action would be. He said he was
surprised that the application was
denied; he had no comment regard-
ing the board’s actions.

In other business, the board an-
nounced the borough council’s vote
approving the rezoning of Stagaard
Place. The board had previously sent
two recommendations to the borough
council to rezone Stagaard Place from
light industrial to residential.

The board commissioned a study
by its planning consultant, T & M
Associates, who concluded that the
rezoning was appropriate.

Neighboring residents asked the
board to change the zoning on Stagaard
Place after a development application
proposing 19 townhouses was submit-
ted to the board. The change in ordi-
nance from light industrial to residen-
tial does not prevent the developer,
Primavera Parkview, from proceeding
with their application.

Regardless of the zoning, a
townhouse is not a permitted use in
either residential or light industrial;
the applicant must seek variance ap-
proval, officials said. Should the
townhouse application be denied or
withdrawn, the zoning change would
affect the types of development that
would be permitted uses on Stagaard
Place in the future, officials said.

The board discussed the Transfer
of Development Rights (TDR) project
and the effect this might have on lots
along South Avenue abutting Stagaard
Place. Board Chairman Gregory.
Cummings said that he hoped that the
TDR program would not be a vehicle
for over-expansion, which would
negatively impact residential neigh-
borhoods bordering the TDR/ South
Avenue corridor.

Paul Ricci of T&M Associates rec-
ommended that the board prepare a
land-use plan amendment and formu-
late a vision for this area to determine
how the light industrial zone along
South Avenue should be developed.

Mr. Ricci told the board that he and
construction code official Nancy
Koederitz have been working out the
details of the proposed oversized-
homes ordinance and they have been
ironing out how to define an “over-
sized” home and what limits to set.

He said that building height and
structural coverage limits are two of
the main measurements they are look-
ing at, and he said they will have more
details to present to the board at its
July meeting.

The next agenda-setting meeting
of the board will be Monday, July 17
and the next regular meeting will be
on Wednesday, July 26. Both meet-
ings will be held in the borough coun-
cil chambers at 7:30 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SELECTING THE FRESHEST BUNCH…Shoppers can find the most nutritious
and freshest foods at the Farmers Marketplace in Scotch Plains every Saturday.

Bramnick Comments On
State Budget Crisis

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times by phone
from the Assembly floor at noon on
July 4 that he was “personally sad-
dened” by Governor Jon Corzine’s
speech that morning. “(It was) a sad
day for the public – government must
work out a solution and not hurt
people, families and businesses –
it’s shameful.”

“It boils down to a dispute between
the governor and Speaker (Joseph)
Roberts – neither can compromise,”
he said. “It’s critical now – the sad
part is when one party gets in control
for a long time, disputes can arise like
family, very deep-seeded. It’s easier
when two parties are part of the gov-
ernment.”

Mr. Bramnick said that the
governor’s order requires them to stay
in Trenton until a budget is completed.
He said he expects the process to last
“for a few days,” and he said legisla-
tors have a change of clothes in their
cars and are likely to get hotel rooms
nearby “to take a shower.”

As of press deadline yesterday, the

Assembly Budget Committee had not
presented a budget, the required next
step. The governor must agree to the
budget before it is presented on the
assembly floor. The Assembly then
has 24 hours to review it before de-
bate and vote.

Mr. Bramnick said that unless the
governor declares emergency proce-
dures, “it looks like Friday” is the
soonest that a budget can be derived.

The Times asked Mr. Bramnick
whether a reduction in the spending
increase is being considered or
whether the dispute is solely about
the means of increasing taxes. He
said that Republicans proposed $2
billion in spending cuts but that “this
is not being considered by the major-
ity (Democratic) party.”

Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood and Assemblyman Jerry
Green of Plainfield, representing the
22nd Legislative District, could not
be reached for comment as of press
time. A staffer who answered the
phone at Mr. Scutari’s office on
Wednesday morning said that al-
though he is considered non-essen-
tial personnel, “someone has to an-
swer the phone.”

Jazz Nights to
Start in Westfield
WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds

Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), continues its 10th an-
nual season in downtown Westfield.
Performances will take place on side-
walks and street corners for 10 con-
secutive weeks on Tuesdays from July
4 through September 5th from 7 to 9
p.m. Bands will play on Central Av-
enue in front of The Bombay Com-
pany, the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, the corner of
East Broad Street and Prospect Street,
Elm Street in front of the Baptist
Church and in a new location at the
South Avenue Train Station. The per-
formances scheduled for Tuesday,
July 11 include Stringbean and the
Stalkers, Scott Hunter & The Soul
Searchers, Alfred Patterson Trio, Car-
rie Jackson and Chris Colenari Quar-
tet. In the event of rain, the perfor-
mances will take place on Wednes-
day, July 12.

While enjoying the musical perfor-
mances of “Sweet Sounds Down-
town”, enjoy dining at one of
Westfield’s fine restaurants or shop
and stroll through downtown. For
more information about Westfield and
other downtown events taking place,
call the DWC at (908) 789-9444 for
free a Destination Westfield brochure
including a shopping, dining and ser-
vice directory as well as a 2006 events
calendar or visit WestfieldToday.com
for further details.

WF Chamber to
Host Car Shows
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce will host car
shows in the South Avenue train sta-
tion parking lot on July 16, August 13
and September 10.

The shows will feature music, a
hula-hoop contest and children’s ac-
tivities and door prizes.

Organizers will award 22 show tro-
phies for various categories includ-
ing “Best in Show,” “Best Classic
Car” and “Best Custom Truck.”

On each date the shows will run
from noon until 5 p.m. Registration
will start at 11:45 a.m. The Chamber
requests a $5 donation from owners
of show cars and a $1 donation from
the public; a portion of the proceeds
will be donated to the Chambers En-
dowment Fund.

For information or directions, call
George Withers at (908) 789-0839 or
Bill Mackey’s Salsa Dance Co. at
(908) 400-7348.

Sidewalk Sales
Set in Westfield

WESTFIELD – Sidewalk Sale Days
will take place in downtown Westfield
from Thursday, July 13 through Sun-
day, July 16. Retailers will set up tables
on the sidewalks displaying their bar-
gains. In the event of rain, participat-
ing retailers may hold indoor sales.

“Chips the Clown” will provide
entertainment, the “Mad Hatter” will
be provide balloon creations and Gina
Minichino will provide caricatures
during the sale.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 26, a Hunter Avenue resi-

dent reported that someone used her debit
card to make purchases totaling $1,792.

Monday, June 26, a Lake Avenue resi-
dent reported that someone removed the
front license plate from his vehicle while
it was parked in front of his house.

Thursday, June 29, Robert Miller, 44, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with theft. According to police, an investi-
gation into suspicious activity determined
that the suspect had stolen items from a
convenience store. Miller was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons, police said.

Thursday, June 29, a Crestwood Road
resident reported that her daughter’s un-
locked bicycle was stolen from a school
bike rack. The value of the bicycle is $100.

Saturday, July 1, Robert Wactor, 21, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for careless driving and it was
determined he had an outstanding Newark
warrant. Wactor was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased to the Newark Police Department.

Saturday, July 1, Manfred Jurado, 30, of
Edison was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop for speeding, when it was deter-
mined he had an outstanding warrant out of
Metuchen. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released to
the Metuchen Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 27, a resident reported

that the Forest Road Park building was
vandalized with graffiti.

Wednesday, June 28, Edwin Nunez-
Bustillos, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with hindering arrest by giv-
ing false information to police following
a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, June 28, a store owner in
the 180 block of South Avenue reported
that someone gave him a counterfeit $50
bill to purchase merchandise from the store.
Police said the owner was unable to pro-
vide a description of the suspect. The coun-
terfeit bill was later confiscated by police.

Friday, June 30, Raisin Davis, 32, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which re-
vealed an outstanding Greenwich Town-
ship warrant in the amount of $374.

Friday, June 30, a resident reported he
left his bicycle behind a South Ave. busi-
ness and when he returned the next day, it
was missing. The bicycle was valued at $40.

Saturday, July 1, Verna Dillard, 56, of
Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an outstand-
ing warrant out of Scotch Plains for $89.

Saturday, July 1, Adria Lee, 20, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an outstand-
ing Fanwood warrant for $250.

Saturday, July 1, Robert Graham, 32,
of Maplewood was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of Newark for $533.

Saturday, July 1, John Ruffino, 37, of
Long Island, New York was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
warrant from Union City for $500.

Saturday, July 1, Mark Lowry, 50, of
Columbus, Ohio was arrested following a

motor vehicle stop on South Avenue,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of Lakewood for $500.

Sunday, July 2, Kashana Randell, 23,
of Union was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue revealed an
outstanding Newark warrant for $123.

Sunday, July 2, Marie Bishop, 40, of
Union was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence (DUI) and careless
driving following a motor vehicle accident
on Terrill Road, which resulted in three
injuries. The suspect and the victims were
transported to Muhlenburg Hospital.

Sunday, July 2, David Macclymont, 45, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for DUI after
several motorists reported an erratic driver to
911. Police said he admitted to taking several
prescription medications and consuming al-
cohol before operating his vehicle.

Westfield
Monday, June 26, Orlando Soto, 25, of

Roselle Park was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cacciola
Place on outstanding warrants from New-
ark, for $400, and Woodbridge Township,
for $412. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, the owner of a West
South Avenue building reported that some-
one wrote on his building with a magic marker.

Monday, June 26, Lydia Reinhold, 41,
of Elizabeth was arrested in the 600 block
of North Avenue, West, for contempt of
court. Reinhold posted $500 bail on the
Scotch Plains warrant and was released.

Monday, June 26, Calvin Mottley, 36,
of New York was arrested at South and
Windsor Avenues on warrants from
Cranford, for $125, and Carteret, for $120.
Mottley was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, Patrick Thomson,
27, of Cranford was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at North and Central
Avenues on a warrant for theft out of
South Plainfield. He was released after
posting $2,500 bail.

Thursday, June 29, Kahalilah Ragland,
30, of East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on outstanding warrants out of
Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for $300.
She was transported to the Union County
jail and was committed on default of bail.

Thursday, June 29, Timothy Parker, 39,
of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in the 200 block of Elm Street
on outstanding warrants from Westfield,
for $500; Plainfield, for $805, and North
Plainfield, for $232. He was held in lieu of
bail pending transport to Union County jail.

Friday, June 30, Vincent Tomasso, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DUI and refusal to submit to an
alcotest following a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Forest Avenue. No injuries were
reported. He subsequently was released to
a responsible individual.

Friday, June 30, after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation at South and
Westfield Avenues, Marlon Herrera-Ruiz,
27, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding South Plainfield warrant for
$136. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 1, a Westfield resident
reported that someone stole his locked
bicycle from the south-side train station.

Sunday, July 2, numerous vehicles on
Hyslip Avenue, West Broad, Pierson and
First Streets and Codding Road had their
driver’s side tires punctured while parked.
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Lawsuits
“substantially” from the original.

The new application, Cumberland
said, addressed the original concerns
raised by neighborhood residents, in-
cluding an end to vehicular access to
the gas station from Mountain Avenue
and a smaller canopy covering the six
proposed new gas pumps. More than a
dozen residents spoke in opposition to
the application, saying the expanded
station would be detrimental to the
neighborhood and complaining about
the way the property is maintained.

Seeking to have the board’s denial
reversed, Cumberland attorney Gary
Rosensweig’s complaint filed with
the Superior Court says that the board,
“by permitting irrelevant, redundant
and prejudicial comments regarding
the [gas station’s] operator and site
operations,” caused board members
“to be unfairly prejudiced and biased
against this application, thereby, pre-
venting the board’s fair consideration
of the application.”

The complaint also claims that the
property’s R-2 zoning designation is
contrary to the township’s master plan
and seeks an order for Scotch Plains
to amend its zoning ordinance.

Given that both matters are currently
pending before the court, township of-
ficials would not offer any specific com-
ments beyond the answers to the com-
plaint that were filed with the court and
which asked for dismissal of the HUB
and Cumberland Farms’ complaints.

Kean: Budget Crisis
‘Creation of Ruling Dems’

TRENTON – Senate Republican
Whip Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment yesterday in response to As-
sembly Speaker Joseph Roberts’ news
conference on the budget stalemate.

“The current crisis is entirely the
creation of the ruling Trenton Demo-
crats, whose warring bosses and splin-
tered factions have placed our state at
the brink of fiscal ruin. The squabbling
power brokers of an exhausted and
fractured party have simply chosen to
ignore their constitutional obligations
and the public good. As a result, our
people have been placed at risk.

“Tomorrow (July 5) will be a dark day
in the history of this state if the current
disaster wrought by the Democrats is
not averted. Thousands of people will
return from the Independence Day holi-
day to find that the basic obligations of
government can no longer be fulfilled.

“A new business will be unable to
open because they cannot obtain per-
mits from the DEP, a young motorist
will be unable to obtain a driver’s li-
cense needed for a summer job, crimi-
nal investigations that require DNA or
ballistics testing will be needlessly
stalled. A restaurant or hotel owner will
have to contemplate telling an employee
that they are about to be laid off.

“A road project will be halted, de-
nying a highly skilled worker his pay-
check. A senior citizen or disabled
person will wonder whether their
PAAD prescription will be filled in
the uncertain days ahead. The ripples
of Democrat irresponsibility will be
felt across the economy like a stone
striking the still water of a pond.

“The people of New Jersey are go-
ing to be punished – in a thousand
ways both great and small – because
the Democrat machine has been bro-
ken. The indifference to everything

except reelection has been exposed in
the harsh light of this crisis. The people
deserved much more from their elected
representatives, and sadly, they have
been given very little in the way of
sober and responsible leadership.

“There is still time to rescue the
state if the Democrat leadership will
only listen to the wisdom of the people
and live up to the promises they made
in the last election. We need to move
quickly to pass a budget that does not
raise taxes and forces the government
to live within its means.

“We need to effect real reductions
in the wasteful spending habits that
have come to dominate Trenton over
the last four years. Finally, we need
fundamental reforms to repair a shat-
tered budget process and prevent this
type of disaster from ever happening
again,” Senator Kean said.

told The Times that UCESC has a
“90-day quit notice” on its lease and
thus will not have to vacate the pre-
mises until October 1.

The timeline for this process is “hard
to predict. [The commissioner] tries to
process petitions quickly,” she said.
Once the petition is filed, the process
could take two or three weeks.”

She said the UCESC has requested
that the one-year lease end July 1,
2007, not October 1, 2006, when the
90-day notice to vacate the premises
expires, she said.

The UCESC has retained Dennis
Collins as outside counsel to repre-
sent the commission with the petition
and all matters related to Hillcrest
Academy South in Westfield.

Retiring Superintendent Edward
Hartnett later told The Times, “I am
very hopeful that the commissioner
of education is going to understand
the plight of UCESC and the students
at Hillcrest Academy.”

“I am optimistic that she will inter-
vene to give us sufficient time to
locate a new facility if it is within her
jurisdiction to do so,” he said.

Mr. Hartnett, who started his re-
tirement as of July 1, said he plans to
assist the new superintendent in the
dispute on a voluntary basis.

“Having worked for the UCESC
for 36 years, if Mr. Petrino asks me to
continue (with the Hillcrest issue), I
will,” he told The Times.

Westfield BOE member and liai-
son to the UCESC Alice Hunnicutt
recused herself during the execu-
tive session of last Thursday’s
UCESC meeting due to a conflict of

interest given her seat on the BOE.
According to Ms. Hunnicutt, once

the petition is filed, the state commis-
sioner of education will either make a
decision or refer the case to an admin-
istrative law judge to decide.

Ms. Hunnicutt also said that it is
possible that there could be a public
hearing on the case and that wit-
nesses could be summoned.

Westfield BOE President Anne
Riegel told The Times, “I don’t know
enough to comment about the lease
and legal situation at this point.”

In response to the question of the
timeline for the renovation project
involving Lincoln School (where
Hillcrest is located) should the
UCESC be granted emergency relief
by the state, Mrs. Riegel said, “I also
don’t know enough about the timing
of construction to have the facility
renovated for September of 2008,
assuming we get the community’s
support for a bond in December.”

“My sense is that we could accom-
plish this, but I’m not sure,” she said.

The Times filed Open Public Records
Act (OPRA) requests for all correspon-
dence between the BOE and the UCESC
concerning the non-renewal of the lease
for 728 Westfield Avenue (Hillcrest
Academy) with School Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman. He re-
sponded: “The matter is in active litiga-
tion and all inquiries regarding same
should be directed to Board of Educa-
tion Attorney Richard J. Kaplow.”

The UCESC will hold its next meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 6, at
7:30 p.m. at 45 Cardinal Drive, floor
2, in Westfield.
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Hillcrest Academy Petition

Scotch Plains Democrats
Hold Election Kickoff

SCOTCH PLAINS – On June 29, the
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee
kicked off the 2006 election campaign
for three seats on town council.

“I am confident that the Democrats
can win the township council elec-
tion this year,” said Kenneth Lipstein,
Chairman of the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee. “Our three candi-
dates bring experience and abilities
which will greatly benefit our town.”

Township Council candidates Neal
LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss also spoke at the meeting held
at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Neal LeStrange recently retired as
a Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant af-
ter 22 years of service to become the
deputy head of security at the law
firm of Sidley Austen Brown & Wood.
Mr. LeStrange has lived in Scotch
Plains for 48 years and is familiar
with its people, history, and relation-
ship with its employees. He cited
expensive lawsuits against the town-
ship by its employees and said he
would improve employee relation-
ships to save taxpayers’money.

Kevin Glover’s background is in
large-scale facilities management, fol-
lowing a distinguished 20-year ca-
reer with Donaldson Lufkin Jenrette,
where he served as Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Principal in Administration.
He presently is a consultant in that

area for several financial services
firms including Dominick and
Dominick and Sagent Advisors.

Mr. Glover spoke of the need to
properly maintain township property.
He pointed out large expenses such as
the $3,000,000 now being borrowed
to repair township buildings and fa-
cilities; a cost resulting from years of
mismanagement and neglect.

Jeffrey Strauss is an attorney repre-
senting individuals in medical negli-
gence, products liability, and serious
bodily injury trials. Outside of the
courtroom, Mr. Strauss has local gov-
ernment experience, having a com-
bined service of over three years on
the Fanwood Zoning Board of Ad-
justment and Fanwood Planning
Board before moving to Scotch Plains.

Mr. Strauss has a special interest in
the recreational needs of the commu-
nity. He was a member of the executive
board and a division vice president
of the Scotch Plains Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association for three years.
He has coached his two sons on their
baseball teams and has coached soccer.

All three candidates spoke of a need
to keep property taxes low and give all
residents a voice in township affairs.

Anyone interested in helping the
Democratic Committee work towards
a better Scotch Plains is asked to
contact Mr. Lipstein at 232-7880.
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McKINLEY MURAL…Jennifer Martin painted a mural in the gym foyer
depicting “A Day in the Life” of McKinley. Pictured, from left to right, are
Claudia Andreski, principal, with kindergartener Sean Collins and Mrs. Martin
with her first grade son, Max.

THAT’S A FACT…Roosevelt Intermediate School’s Club FACT (Fighting
Against Cancer Together) completed the Union County Relay for Life Walk on
June 3. Pictured left to right are Julia Wasilewski, Ellie Tanji, Kylie Bangs, Charli
Herrington, Jen Di Giorgio, teacher Mrs. Raparelli, Jessica Russo, Brittany
Goncalves, Georgia Gleason, teacher Ms. McIntosh, Meghan Dunn, Julia
Harbaugh, Meghan Sullivan, Devin Cash, Megan Kaveney and Jenelle Abbattista.

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about the region’s most
spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center. Take advantage of our
pre-construction discounts as we discuss with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and
professional instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals. Call for an appointment at
908-232-6100, or stop by our showroom and enrollment center at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road in Scotch Plains.
The Center will offer a variety of lifestyle and exercise programs customized to meet your needs.

Our Information and Enrollment Center is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains (908) 232-6100

JOIN NOW & SAVE!
MONTH TO MONTH MEMBERSHIPS

Features & Amenities:
Over 200 Group Fitness Classes offered each week • Aquatic Center, Jr. Olympic Pool, Therapy Pool, Spa Pool • Personalized
Programs • Certified Trainers / Exercise Physiologists • Nurses • Medical Advisory Board • Full Service European Day Spa • Child
Care • Beautifully Appointed Locker Rooms • Sauna • Steamroom • Aqua Therapy • Physical/Occupational Therapy • Cardiac
Rehab Phase III • Cooking Classroom • Conference Room • Healthy Café

State-of-the-Art Equipment:
Treadmills • Stair Steppers • Upright/Recumbent Bikes • Ellipticals • Rowers • Free Weights • Selectorized Equipment
• Pilates Reformers • Cybex • Stretch Stations • FreeMotion • TechnoGym • Kinesis • Nautilus • HammerStrength
• Keiser • LifeFitness • Precor • Nordic Track • BodyMasters • and much more….

Educational Lectures & Programs / Specialty Programs:
Health Cooking Classes • Nutritional Counseling • Registered Dietician • Smoking Cessation
• Adolescent Programs • Speakers Bureau • AED/CPR Training • Physician Lectures
• Diabetes Education • Health Screenings • Stress Management • Variety of Weight
Management Courses • Center for Healthy Living • Wellness Health Fairs • Youth Programs
• Parent & Me • Swim Instruction • Lifesaving Training

P.E.O. Announces Award
Recipient of  Loan Fund

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter AS of P.E.O. has announced
that Kelly Yang, a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School, has been
awarded a generous, low-interest edu-
cational loan to continue her college
studies at Columbia University.

Kelly is currently a junior majoring
in Industrial Engineering and minor-
ing in Economics. In addition to her
academic pursuits, Kelly pursues her
musical interests by taking piano les-
sons, singing in the Bach Society
Chorus and playing flute in the Wind
Ensemble.

P.E.O. offers the loan program to
eligible Central New Jersey women
entering their junior or senior year in
college or pursuing graduate work.

P.E.O., a philanthropic and educa-
tional organization, established the
P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund in 1907
to lend money to worthy women stu-
dents to assist them in securing a
higher education.

The recipients of the loan, which is
available in installments totaling a
maximum of $9,000, must be spon-
sored by a local P.E.O. Chapter. Chap-
ter AS initially has targeted up to two
women to sponsor each year for this
program. The chapter will make its
sponsorship selection based on an
applicant’s financial need, academic
excellence, outstanding contributions
to the community and a commitment
to higher education. The International
Chapter P.E.O. must then approve the
loan application.

Applications are processed year-
round. The average processing time
is approximately three months from
candidate selection to financing. Can-
didates applying for the loan must be
either a citizen or legal permanent
resident of the United States or
Canada. Eligible participants must
have two co-signers for the loan and
the applicant may not currently be
involved in bankruptcy proceedings
or discharged from bankruptcy within
the last three years.

For further information, please go to
our website at
www.peointernational.org. Interested
women should contact Chapter AS to
confirm eligibility at
asnjpeo@yahoo.com.

CTY Awards WF Youths
Kapadia and Naughton

WESTFIELD — On June 10,
Westfield students Alexandra Kapadia
and Charlie Naughton were honored
at a statewide ceremony for gifted
children held by Johns Hopkins at the
New Jersey Institute of Technology.

Charlie and Alexandra were invited
to the ceremony based on exceptional
performance on an above-grade-level
exam given to fifth through eighth
grade Talent Search participants. Sev-
enth and eighth graders took the SAT
or ACT and fifth and sixth graders
took the PLUS, a test similar to the
SAT scaled for younger students.

Students can also earn recognition
at CTY’s awards ceremonies, and their
test scores may qualify them for
CTY’s summer programs and dis-
tance education courses.

In 2005 alone, over 83,000 stu-
dents from 19 states and the District
of Columbia participated in the Tal-
ent Searches offered through CTY.
About 30 percent of the 16,500 5th
and 6th graders who tested this win-
ter earned an invitation to CTY’s
Awards Ceremony, and about 25 per-
cent of the over 30,000 7th and 8th
grade testers earned an invitation to
an Awards Ceremony.

Kapadia and Naughton, who both
attend Wilson Elementary School,
joined other award recipients at the
NJIT state ceremony, and were each

individually honored by Johns
Hopkins for their academic perfor-
mance and promise.

“In hosting these awards ceremo-
nies, we want these bright children to
have their day in the limelight for
their academic talent and to celebrate
their abilities, just as we celebrate
excellence in athletics or the per-
forming arts,” said Lea Ybarra, Ph.D.,
CTY’s executive director.

Rosenthal Graduates
From Northeastern

WESTFIELD –Jennifer
Rosenthal, the daughter of Nancy
Rosenthal and the late Herb
Rosenthal of Westfield graduated
from Northeastern University on
May 6.

Jennifer was a Westfield High
School graduate of the Class of 2002.
She had been named to the Dean’s
List at Northeastern for the 2004-
2006 academic years.

Jennifer graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Human Ser-
vices, and plans to continue her edu-
cation at Simmons College in Bos-
ton pursuing her Masters degree in
social work.

NYC To Atlantic City
Trains By 2007

NEWARK — The New Jersey
Transit Board of Directors has ap-
proved a special three-year demon-
stration rail service between New York
Penn Station and Atlantic City by late
2007, under contract with the Casino
Reinvestment Development Author-
ity (CRDA) and Atlantic City Ex-
press Service, LLC (ACES), a part-
nership of Atlantic City hotels.

Eighteen express trains will operate
on weekends (Friday afternoon through
Sunday night) between New York Penn
Station and the Atlantic City Rail Ter-
minal. The trains will provide custom-
ers with a one-seat, 2-1/2 hour ride
between New York and Atlantic City.
The service is expected to provide
roundtrip transportation for approxi-
mately 1,100 people or 2,200 trips.

New Jersey Transit Executive Direc-
tor George Warrington said, “I applaud
the Casino Reinvestment Development
Authority, Borgata, Caesar’s and
Harrah’s for their leadership and Amtrak
for their cooperation in making this
special service possible.”

 Transportation Commissioner
Chairman Kris Kolluri said the ser-
vice, “will connect the powerful New
York-New Jersey markets in a new
way with Atlantic City.”

WF College Woman’s Club
Awards Seven Scholarships
WESTFIELD – On May 10, mem-

bers of the College Woman’s Club of
Westfield awarded the 2006 college
scholarships to seven young women.
These scholarships originate through
member dues, donations, memorials,
and fundraising events. This year
$32,000 was awarded as four-year
scholarships and grants.

Margaret Driscoll was awarded a
four-year College Woman’s Club
Scholarship and the Salon Visage
Scholarship. She has been a consis-
tent honor roll student, Irish step
dancer, athlete and sports page edi-
tor for Westfield High School’s
weekly newspaper Hi’s Eye. Meg
will attend Manhattan College where
she intends to concentrate on com-
munications and journalism.

JoAnn Mathew was awarded the
Woman’s Club four-year scholar-
ship. She was inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society and Spanish
Honor Society and the National So-
ciety of High School Scholars.
JoAnn’s sports activities include
varsity soccer and varsity winter and
spring track. She also served as a
captain of junior varsity soccer and
junior varsity basketball. She is also
involved in community service or-
ganizations. JoAnn plans to study
biology in a pre-med program at
Boston College.

Jessica Graham received the Flo-
rence Harvey Memorial Scholarship,
awarded over four years. She is a
Girl Scout Gold Award recipient, a
National Merit Commended Scholar
and color guard section leader. Jes-
sica will be attending Wake Forest
University this fall and plans to pur-
sue law.

Jayne Ruotolo has won the Lynn
Ziobro Memorial Scholarship and a

College Woman’s Club scholarship.
She is a member of both the National
Honor Society and the Italian Honor
Society. Jayne is involved in WHS
student council and in her sports
teams. In the fall, Jayne plans to
attend Vanderbilt University to ex-
plore a career in the medical profes-
sion.

Arielle Dance is the co-president
of both the Awareness Club and the
Christian Awareness Club and
worked as a Transition Project
Leader. She is also a member of the
WHS Chorale, Choraleers, Concert
Choir and the Central Jersey Re-
gional High School Choir. Arielle is
also a varsity cheerleader. Arielle
will attend Spelman College con-
centrating on women’s health.

Lucy Fromtling is a member of the
National Honor Society, co-presi-
dent of the Psychology Club, presi-
dent of the Euterpe Musicians’
Union, co-president of Project Green
Environmental Club and an active
member in the Science Club. In the
fall, Lucy will attend the University
of Delaware where she plans to ma-
jor in psychology and neurobiology.

Lauren Bentivegna has been
awarded the Carla Cannon Memo-
rial Scholarship and a College
Woman’s Club scholarship. She has
been a member of the WHS March-
ing Band Color Guard for four years.
Lauren intends to pursue a master’s
degree in occupational therapy, a 6-
year program she will begin next fall
at Seton Hall University.

Krupp Graduates
From Kent Place

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, June
4, the Class of 2006 graduated at the
112th Kent Place School Commence-
ment. Among the 53 members of the
Class of 2006 is Westfield resident
Alexandra Krupp.

Alexandra graduated with depart-
mental honors in French and music.
She was founder of the French Club
and served as the president for two
years. Alex was also president of
Chorale, as well as co-president of
The Treblemakers, a newly formed a
cappella group on campus.

She played varsity softball and
served as co-captain her junior and
senior years. Alex received perform-
ing arts recognition and won the
Beverly Jeanne Welsh Award in En-
glish at Class Night.

Swanson Graduates
Texas Lutheran

WESTFIELD – On June 14,
Rebecca Swanson graduated with a
Bachelor of Business Administration
degree from Texas Lutheran Univer-
sity May 13. She also made the Dean’s
List, which honors students who
earned a 3.5 to 3.99 of a possible 4.0
semester grade point average with a
minimum of 12 graded semester hours
in the past semester.

Former Ambassador Robert
Krueger spoke at the commencement
ceremony, where 159 students re-
ceived their degrees.

NEWEST OFFICERS…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich (second from
right) congratulates new Sheriff’s Officers (from left) Ronald Bartell of Spring-
field, Stephen Karlik of Roselle Park and Kristin Gassmann of Clark on winning
four of six awards as part of recently graduated class at John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains.

Christina Sloan Wins
Banner Contest

WESTFIELD – This year, Franklin
School students voted on a new
school mascot – the owl. The student
council sponsored a contest to create
a design for a school flag, and more
than 100 entries were received.

Art teacher Mary Lee Massenzio
selected the top five finalists and the
student council selected the final de-
sign, which was created by Christina
Sloan, a second grader. With the
help of Mrs. Massenzio, an actual
banner flag was made and unveiled
to the entire school on Flag Day by
members of the student council and
Christina. Christina’s design also
includes the slogan “Forever Wise,
Forever Friends.”
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ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420
ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND

PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., July 5 thru Tues.,
July 25, 2006. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the

lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25

Prices effective: 7/5 thru 7/25
JULY 2006

CK Mondavi
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 1099

Blackstone
ALL
TYPES 899

Mirassou
ALL 
TYPES 799

Debit
Card

Black Swan
ALL TYPES 999

ShopRite

DeKuyper Pucker 899

Grand Marnier 2899

1.75 L

SOUR APPLE

VODKA

Tito’s 2999

Iceberg 2499

TEQUILA

1.5 L

Corbett Canyon
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•WT. ZINFANDEL 599

1.5 L

750
ML

Stolichnaya
Vodka  

Ketel One
REG. OR CITROEN 3499

•Silver 3699

•Reposado 3999

•Añejo 4499

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L
Chivas Regal
12 YR. OLD 5399

Cancun
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

GIN

CANADIAN

Kamora 1699
COFFEE LIQUEUR 1.75 L

750 ML

Cutty Sark 2699
1.75 L

1.75 L

Dalmore
12 YR OLD SINGLE MALT 2699

750 ML

John Begg 1599

DiLupo

Sutter Home
• CABERNET • MERLOT

• CHARDONNAY • PINOT GRIGIO

809

Bella Sera
Pinot Grigio

AND ALL OTHER TYPES

929

750
ML

2900
1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

Johnnie
Walker Red

2909
1.75 L

Malibu
Rum

2309

Tanqueray
Gin

3009

750 ML

SCOTCH

Kendall
Jackson
Kendall

Jackson
•Cabernet
•Merlot
•Pinot Noir  . . . .1299

•Chardonnay
•Zinfandel
•Syrah  . . . . . . . . .1099

•Sauvignon
Blanc

•Riesling  . . . . . . . .899

•Chianti Riserva
•Pinot Grigio 999

•Rosso Toscana 899

1.75 L

ALL 750 ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

Don Julio

1099
12-OZ. CANS OR BTLS., REGULAR OR LIGHT

•Budweiser 18-Pack
12-OZ. CANS OR BTLS., REGULAR OR LIGHT

•Coors 18-Pack
12-OZ. CANS OR BTLS., REGULAR OR LITE

•Miller 18-Pack

1.5 L

CHAMPAGNE &
SPARKLING

Veuve Clicquot Brut 
(YELLOW
LABEL CHAMPAGNE)3599
Korbel
•BRUT •XDRY
•BRUT ROSE 1099

750
ML

Beringer

Nando Asti 799

Cook’s
SPARKLING WINES 599

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

PRICE
BREAK

Fernleaf
SAUVIGNON BLANC                         799

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 699

1.5 L

Livingston Cellars
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 899

Opici
HOMEMADE BARBERONE1199

Folonari
•BARDOLINO
•SOAVE
•PINOT GRIGIO
•VALPOLICELLA 999

1.5 L

Georges Duboeuf
•CABERNET • MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT NOIR
•SAUVIGNON BLANC 999

1.5 L

1.75 L

Philadelphia
BLENDED WHISKEY 1199

1.75 L

Seagram’s VO 1999

Sauza
EX. GOLD OR WHITE 2999

1.75 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2599

1.75 L

Caravella
LIMONCELLO 1799

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

750 ML

Canadian L.T.D. 1199
1.75 L

1.75 L

BOURBON
Jim Beam 2499

1.75 L

Knob Creek 2699
1 L

Olifant 1999

Wolfschmidt 1399

750 MLPlymouth 1999

1.75 LGilbey’s 1399

1.75 LCrystal 1099

4 L

750
ML

3 L

Dr. Loosen
RIESLING 799

Goosehorn
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 899

750 
ML

Seagram’s
7Crown 1599

1.75 L

Foam Coolers
WITH LID-28 QT. 199

Beverage Tub
WITH ROPE HANDLES
20 GAL. CAPACITY 599

•Bartles & Jaymes
COOLERS ALL TYPES

•Seagram’s
COOLERS ALL TYPES 2199

CORDIALS

RUM

SOUR
MASH

Beer
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported
& Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
EverydayEveryday
Is At Our

Your

Choic
e!

6 - 
4-PKS

PRICE
BREAK

Your

Choic
e!

1.5 L

750
ML

1.5 L

Escudo
Rojo 1199

750
ML

750
ML

Rossini’s Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS •RHINE •ROSE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY
•RUBINO ROSSO 799

4 L

Almaden
•CHABLIS •BLUSH CHABLIS
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•RHINE •BURGUNDY 1099

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•WT. ZINFANDEL 1299

5 L

KNIGHT’S VALLEY
•CABERNET 1999

750
ML

750 
ML

NAPA
•MERLOT
•PINOT NOIR 1499

750
ML

NAPA
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 1299
750
ML

NAPA
•CHARDONNAY1199

750
ML

VINTNER’S RESERVES
ALL 750 ML

5 L

Sign Language Program at
UC College Among the Best

ART OF SIGNING…Students practice tactile interpreting during an Educa-
tional Interpreting class at Union County College.

If you are suffering from a non-healing wound,
you’re not alone. Every year, chronic wounds—
caused by diabetes, poor circulation or other
conditions—affect nearly 5 million Americans.

The Wound Care Center
at Muhlenberg can help.
With dedicated doctors and
nurses, the Center specializes
in healing chronic, non-
healing wounds often caused
by diabetes, vein or arterial
disorders, radiation injury,
or other conditions that
have resisted healing after months or even years
of traditional treatment. The Wound Care Center

at Muhlenberg is a comprehensive outpatient
center designed to complement your primary care
physicians’ services.

The best approach for handling chronic wounds
is management by an
interdisciplinary team of
health care professionals
working together in a
collaborative, supporting
manner. The Center also
offers Hyperbaric Oxygen
Therapy — a rapidly
growing and successful

treatment option that is used to help heal even the
most difficult wounds.

Time Does Not 
Heal All Wounds.

www.muhlenberg.com

PA R K AV E N U E A N D R A N D O L P H ROA D
P L A I N F I E L D, NJ   07061

For more information and a free brochure,
call us today at 908-226-4242.

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Like many 10-
year-old girls, Janice Sampson loved
television back in the day. But instead
of seeking out sitcoms, she would
search for sign language interpreters
on the bottom of the screen.

“I used to watch these programs for
hours trying to teach myself (sign
language),” she explained. “I told
myself as a kid that I
was going to learn one
day.”

Now, more than
three decades later, she
is living her dream.

Miss Sampson, 45,
recently graduated
from the American
Sign Language-En-
glish Interpreting Pro-
gram and American
Sign Language (ASL)
and Deaf Studies pro-
grams at Union County
College (UCC).

The program, which has been ac-
knowledged by the United States De-
partment of Education (DOE) and the
National Association of the Deaf,
among others, is the “crowned jewel”
of the sign language community, ac-
cording to Miss Sampson who left a
high-powered job to fulfill her dream.

“It’s like a badge of honor in the
deaf community,” she said of attend-
ing the UCC program. “I got lucky
because I live in Union County so I
went to UCC.”

The American Sign Language- En-
glish Interpreting Program at UCC
was the brainchild of a young deaf
woman from Illinois in 1979. Eileen
Forestal said when she moved to New
Jersey, there were no such programs
to be found.

She contacted UCC to see if the
school was interested. “We did a sur-
vey to see if New Jersey needed an
interpreting program,” she signed
through her interpreter, Silvia Coelho-
yi. And sure enough, it did.

 Twenty-seven years later, Ms. For-
estal is still very involved as coordi-
nator and associate professor. The
ASL and Deaf Studies program was
initiated in 1990. What makes the
entire program “special” is the fac-
ulty, which consists of three full-time,
and several adjunct, professors.

“We keep it small to focus on qual-
ity,” Ms. Forestal said.

She said UCC is also extremely
supportive of the program. “Students
come for many reasons. Some are
fascinated with interpretation or (oth-
ers) just signing.” She said their level
of interest determines which route
they go.

According to Ms. Forestal, it is the
only program of its kind to offer an
associate’s degree in both areas.

“First-year students love it. The
second year, the honeymoon is over,”
she said, adding that classes become
more challenging.

In addition to teaching fluent sign
language, the program focuses on
many other areas, among them: inter-
preting theory, American-Deaf cul-
ture, translating into written language
and interpreting the spoken language.

“You have to be a people person
…and have good world knowledge to
be able to understand the way people
talk,” Ms. Forestal said.

“People think ‘oh, sign language,
it’s easy to learn,’” Ms. Forestal said.
“It’s more complex than just learning
a language. You need to learn the
language and culture to be able to
communicate with a deaf person.”

Miss Sampson shared the same
sentiment.

“A lot of people go in (to the pro-

gram) thinking ‘sign language is so
beautiful.’ They don’t realize it’s a
business,” she stressed, adding that
the program is challenging.

“It’s like boot camp the first year.
You can’t talk, you can only sign,”
she said. “There’s a complete emer-
gence.”

Miss Sampson, who spent the ma-
jority of her career as a paralegal and
then as an international director of

live events for a com-
munications company,
said she never knew a
person who was deaf
until she entered the
program.

“When I turned 40, I
said ‘What am I do-
ing? Where are all my
dreams?’” She said she
didn’t get to enjoy
Westfield for the first
15 years because she
was traveling so much.

Finally, one day, she
introduced herself to a

deaf woman, on the beach, and asked
her advice through an interpreter.

The woman said “‘if you’re gonna
do it, do it at UCC …they have the
best program.’”

So Miss Sampson enrolled in
school, quit her job and graduated
four years later with a perfect grade-
point average in her course of study.
Her grades earned her a full academic
scholarship for three of those years.

She stressed that sign language is
not simply interpreted English. It is
much more complex.

“It has its own grammar, its own
syntax, its own sentence structure
…and it’s live time,” she explained,
adding that standard English idioms
need to be reworked to make sense in
sign language.

Miss Sampson said the experience
has opened her eyes to a world she
never knew. “I really immersed my-
self in the whole thing …I have a lot
of deaf friends now.”

Now that she has graduated with a
dual-degree from the program, Miss
Sampson said her goal is to become
nationally certified by the Registry of
Interpreters for the Deaf. She said she
also plans to become certified as an
educational interpreter, which in-
volves 15 additional credits required
by the state Department of Educa-
tion. She said she may even combine
her interpretation skills with her legal
background.

Miss Sampson said she wants to
open as many doors as possible, and
enjoy her “great town.” “Right now
I’m basking in the glory that I made it.”

For more information on the pro-
gram, go to UCC.edu.

Fighting More Than Fires
By ALEXANDER MIRABELLA

Union County Freeholder Chairman

Union County is fortunate to have
a number of volunteer fire and ambu-
lance squads operating in our towns,
in addition to the dedicated paid de-
partments who serve us so well. They
are living reminders of values that are
well worth preserving.

It has been a long time since every
household in our area was expected
to keep two water buckets on hand.
When the alarm went up, all the neigh-
bors grabbed their buckets and ran to
the scene. Everybody knew that they
had to act – there was nobody else to
fight the fires for them.

Today’s volunteer squads help keep
this spirit of community action alive.
Even as emergency response has be-
come a full-time job in many areas,
volunteer squads play an invaluable
role in Roselle Park, Berkeley
Heights, Fanwood, Mountainside and
so many other communities in our
County.

In addition to answering emergency
calls, volunteer fire and ambulance
squads remind us that life is a 24/7
job. It doesn’t stop when we leave
work in the evening. When our neigh-
bors need us, we have to be there.

For most of us, that means paying
attention to the little things, like check-
ing up on an elderly neighbor, or
keeping an eye on our children’s play-
mates. It’s nothing like racing off to a
fire at three in the morning or re-
sponding to an accident scene to help
the injured, but it’s still part of what
makes our communities so great.

But there is a way that every one of
us can give real support to our local
volunteer fire and ambulance squads.

If you have a chance, stop by Clark
on Saturday, August 12th and get a
close-up look at their brand new fire
engine. The Clark fire department is
having a Wet-Down community cel-
ebration to welcome its new 2006
Pierce Quantum Pumper. I had a ter-
rific time at a recent Wet-Down in
Garwood. You could see the pride in
the eyes of the firefighters and the
entire community.

Just a few generations ago, volun-
teer firefighters could organize around
a handful of people and $35 for a used
fire engine. Today, trucks like the
Pierce Quantum cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars. That means
fund-raising is more important now
than ever. And it’s something we can
all help out with.

It’s a wonderful thing to commit
the time and training and become a
firefighter or an EMT, but that role is
not for everyone. Contributing to-
ward new equipment and other ex-
penses is vitally needed to keep the
volunteer squads alive. Please call
your local fire department or first aid
squad and see how you can contribute
to help.

We all appreciate how all of our

rescue squads embody the best in all
of us. By helping out your local vol-
unteer squad, the next time you see
that fire engine or ambulance race by
you can be proud to know that a small
part of you is riding along with it.

Janice Sampson

Three SP Students
Named To Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – More than

800 students have been named to the
Dean’s List for the 2006 spring se-
mester at Susquehanna University.
Among them, three are from Scotch
Plains.

Erin Breznitsky is a graduating se-
nior writing major. The daughter of
Thomas and Lynda Breznitsky, she
earned a perfect 4.0 for the semester.
Allison Hessemer is a graduating se-
nior elementary education major and
daughter of Philip and Roxanne
Hessemer. Allyson Salisbury is a ris-
ing junior environmental science
major and daughter of Brian and
Connie Salisbury.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must achieve a minimum 3.4
grade point average out of a possible
4.0 for the semester, while complet-
ing a minimum of 12 semester hours.

SP’s Wasser Graduates
From Kent Place School

SUMMIT – On June 4, Scotch Plains
resident Madeline Wasser  graduated
with 53 students at the 112th Kent
Place School Commencement.

Madeline won the Pat Conley Ath-
letic Award for sportsmanship. She
was president of the Student Senate
in her senior year and sang in Cho-
rale, KP Singers, Chamber Singers
and The Treblemakers. She played
soccer and lacrosse,  graduated with
honors in English and music and won
the NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete Award.

WF Resident Earns
Doctorate Degree

WESTFIELD –Elizabeth Manning
Duus, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Manning of Westfield, was awarded
her doctorate degree in Pharmacology
and Molecular Sciences from the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medi-
cine on May 25.

Dr. Manning, a member of Westfield
High School Class of 1996, graduated
cum laude from the University of Dela-
ware in 2000. She is a clinical research
specialist at Akros Pharma in Princeton.

Shore Excursion Slated
For Those Age 60-Plus
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey has organized a
day trip to the Jersey shore for
area residents age 60 and above on
Wednesday, July 19.

Participants will travel to the
Ocean Place Resort  in Long
Branch, where they will have an
opportunity to enjoy a buffet lunch
with an ocean view and then spend
the afternoon strolling the board-
walk and sitting on the beach.

The air-conditioned coach bus
will leave at 10:15 a.m. from Con-
gregation Beth Israel at the corner
of Martine Avenue and Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains, and will
return at approximately 4 p.m. The
cost of the excursion is $45 for
JCC members and $50 for non-
members.

Reservations are mandatory. The
deadline to reserve a spot is Mon-
day, July 17. To make a reserva-
tion or obtain more information,
please contact Nan Statton at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 207.
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Sponsor Family Notes
Journalism Scholarship

My family and I would like to con-
gratulate Miriam Becker-Cohen on re-
ceiving the fourth annual Edmund K.
Faltermayer Journalism Scholarship. Ms.
Becker-Cohen, who earned a reputation
as gifted and tireless staff member of the
WHS Hi’s Eye, will soon be attending
Amherst College, where she hopes to
write for the campus newspaper.

My father, former Westfield resident
Edmund K. Faltermayer, practiced jour-
nalism for nearly 50 years, primarily as a
reporter for The Wall Street Journal and
as a writer and editor for Fortune maga-
zine. A fund in his name was established
shortly after his death in January 2003,
from complications of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
disease), with the aim of awarding a schol-
arship each year to a deserving Westfield
High School senior who plans to pursue
journalism at the college level.

Thanks to overwhelming community
support, that goal was first realized in
June 2003. For more information about
the fund, please contact the Westfield
Foundation at (908) 233-9787.

We wish Ms. Becker-Cohen well in all
her future endeavors.

Charlotte Faltermayer Dolling
Scotch Plains

Hedge Property; Refreshing, Positive
Scotch Plains Council Action

Stender Supporter Assails GOP,
Disavows Book Ban as Boycott

Given All the Changes, Our Town
Should Keep A Sharp Pencil

Lipstein Supports Dem Candidates’
Interest Concerning Brookside’s Fate

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
citizen Steven Brainard of Scotch Plains
in response to his email concerning the
Save Brookside Park organization and a
letter that ran in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and The Westfield Leader
on June 15, regarding a picnic held by
this organization in the park. The letter
was copied to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

I received your recent email concern-
ing Brookside Park, and I feel I must
respond.

First, you need to be more forthright.
While you say you are neither a Republi-
can nor a Democrat, during the last Scotch
Plains election you had lawn signs sup-
porting Republican Mayor Martin Marks
and his running mate on your property.
The language you use in your letter, “stir-
ring the pot,” is similar to the language
used by Mayor Marks during the recently
televised township council meeting when
Mayor Marks verbally attacked David
Minchello, an organizer of those citizens
concerned with the future of Brookside
Park.

Your letter appears to be a thinly veiled
guise on behalf of the local Republicans.
It also seems to convey an ominous and
disturbing threat of what might ensue if
the Brookside neighborhood does not
support the Republican candidates in this
year’s election. I don’t think people will
take well to that.

Second, you need to get your facts
straight. The article that appeared in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times was not a
press release, but a news story written by
one of the newspaper’s own reporters. I
don’t think The Times would appreciate
your slandering of its journalistic ethics.

The Save Brookside Park Committee
did not invite Neal LeStrange, Kevin

Glover and Jeff Strauss, all Democratic
candidates, to attend the picnic. They
came anyway because they are concerned
about the future of the park. If the Repub-
lican candidates were equally concerned,
they could have attended as well.

If you are so concerned about Brookside
Park, why haven’t you attended the neigh-
borhood meetings, or helped with the
production or distribution of the flyers?
While your suggestion that the Brookside
Park neighborhood meet with the athletic
associations is a good one, it is not a new
one, as you would have known had you
participated more.

Concerning your attempt to foment
fears about the plans drawn up for
Brookside Park, which include a recre-
ation center, multiple ball fields, expanded
parking and clear cutting groves of trees,
I can’t believe that responsible govern-
ment would expend a considerable amount
of our tax dollars to have professional
plans drawn up to be “leaked out” to
gauge neighborhood reaction. If that is
what happened, we are in worse trouble
than I thought.

Anyone who thinks the township coun-
cil is sensitive to neighborhood concerns
need only drive by the Scotch Hills Golf
Club to see the mini-golf construction
going on, despite the protests from the
neighboring residents. This project will
cost a half million dollars of our tax
money. Who, aside from the township
council, really wants it?

As always, I look forward to a fair,
open, and honest discussion of the issues
that are important to the residents of Scotch
Plains.

Kenneth Lipstein
Chairman

Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Congratulations to the Scotch Plains
Township Council for rezoning the former
“hedge property.” Hopefully this will be
the first of many steps in the revitalization
of the downtown.

What was particularly refreshing was
to see that the council was able to act in a
positive manner despite some opposition
from the community as well as dissent on
the council. The council also showed an
ability to have its opinion on this issue
evolve over time. Many of our politicians
holding higher office do not have such an
ability, especially when it comes to the
more important issues facing our nation
as a whole.

The entire Scotch Plains community

owes a great deal of thanks to Ray Pardon
for his efforts on behalf of the business
community, especially in relation to the
development of this piece of property.
Ray was one of the first advocates of the
development and his support has never
wavered.

It will be interesting to see how the
development process progresses. I’m sure
that the council will be able to find a
developer who will have a creative and
purposeful plan for the property. Let’s
hope this will be a jump-start for an im-
proved business community, which will
benefit our entire township.

Steve Goldberg
Scotch Plains

I would suggest that Mr. Andrew
MacDonald and Mr. Douglas MacNeil
more closely read the press release put out
by 7th Congressional District Candidate
Linda Stender about “Godless” by Ann
Coulter. Ms. Stender calls for a boycott of
Coulter’s latest piece of extremist drivel,
not a ban. Nowhere in the press release is
any form of the word ban used, and that is
important for people to understand be-
cause of the definitions of the two words.

Ban is defined as “to prohibit, espe-
cially by official decree.” Boycott is de-
fined as “to abstain from or act together in
abstaining from using, buying, or dealing
with as an expression of protest or disfa-
vor.” Clearly, a world of difference exists
between asking people to abstain from
buying a book and stating that it should be
prohibited by law from being sold.

In fact, Ms. Stender appeared on Larry
King Live on CNN to discuss the issue.
When asked directly by Mr. King if she
was calling for a ban of the book, Ms.
Stender replied, “...no Larry, we are call-
ing for a boycott. Ann Coulter can write
whatever she wants, but we can ask people
not to buy it.” A clip of the video can be
seen at www.lindastenderforcongress.com.

No issue with the First Amendment
argument from me with Mr. MacNeil.
However, for Mr. MacDonald, a GOP
politician with a vested interest in smear-
ing Ms. Stender, to distort her words for
political gain shows just how devoid of
ideas the Republican Party is these days.

Mr. MacDonald smears Ms. Stender, who
is running for Congress against Rep. Mike
Ferguson, and our dear Congressman
keeps his hands clean.

Anyone who represents change, any-
one who won’t “stay the course,” gets
attacked and gets attacked hard. They
have no ideas, only false wedge issues
like gay marriage meant to keep us di-
vided. They have no financial policy,
only more tax cuts which plunge us deeper
into debt. Most recently, the GOP-led
Senate in Washington squashed an at-
tempt by Senate Democrats and a handful
of moderate Republicans to raise the mini-
mum wage, which hasn’t been upped in
over 10 years. They have no plan for Iraq
other than saying “stay the course” and
“we’ll stand down when the Iraqi troops
stand up”. The Republicans in Congress
have been talking about more training
since the 2004 Presidential campaign,
and still, most Iraqi troops cannot fight
alone without support from US soldiers.
We need leadership on these issues, not
more rhetoric and campaign slogans.
Recent polls show that over 2/3 of Ameri-
cans believe that the country is on the
“wrong track.”

A vote for MacDonald and Ferguson,
gets us more of the same, and keeps us on
that wrong track. A vote for Linda Stender
is a vote for change and getting us back on
the right track.

Chris Sdao
Westfield

Since I am not one to regularly be
sitting in at town council or county gov-
ernment meetings, I pose these questions
to whomever in our local government
feels is properly educated to answer them.

In the last year, we have seen high tech
meters installed into our municipal park-
ing lots. Now, we as a town have to unfor-
tunately place traffic lights around Moun-
tain Avenue and Central Avenue due to
increased traffic. Mind you, this decision
was probably unofficially accelerated by
the fact that it has become apparent to
many of us, especially with young chil-
dren, that the local cultural practice in
Westfield of traffic yielding to pedestrians
is quickly and sadly disappearing.

With all of these changes, we as resi-
dents should expect long-term local tax
savings to the residents of our great town.
The centralized meters should mean less
manpower to physically collect the money
as well as possibly an increase in meter
and parking ticket revenues. For instance,
people can no longer “ride” the backside
of someone else’s unexpired time and the
meter readers now have the ability to
download all expired parking slots in a lot
in one fell swoop.

Additionally, the new traffic lights
should mean that we obviously no longer
ever need our local traffic and meter police
to man the Rialto intersections in town.

Then I ask, why are we not hearing
anything about a cut in traffic and meter
personnel on the part of the town? Have
these extra bodies been quietly reassigned
or given “new” duties in the ever-grow-
ing budgets of government fat? Are we in
fact collecting more meter and parking
ticket money or has a simple five minute
comparison study of this even taken place
or been planned? Should not the costs of
all these innovations be eventually more
than offset by the benefits?

While some may argue that a few sala-
ries and additional meter revenues is noth-
ing important to focus on or be so upset

about, our town should always be ex-
pected to keep a sharp pencil so we can
maximize our limited financial resources.

As a poignant example, Superinten-
dent Foley of our schools suggested a
centralized kindergarten option that would
cost the town about $250,000 a year in
busing expenses. Hmmm, examining for
comparison a bloated town payroll and
unidentified meter and ticket revenues
doesn’t look so petty after all.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

Community Thanked
For Bone Marrow Drive

This past Sunday, June 25, a bone
marrow and blood drive was held at
Temple Emanu-El in honor of Joanne
Heller-Saunders, a Westfield mother of
two and a half year old twins in need of a
bone marrow transplant.

The drive yielded 82 new additions to
The National Bone Marrow Registry and
45 blood donors. Financial donations from
the community totaled nearly $6,000.
With matching funds from The Marrow
Foundation, the total amount raised for
the cause was nearly $8,000. We are so
grateful to the community for such an
outstanding turnout on a miserable rainy
day.

Special thanks are in order to Temple
Emanu-El for providing the drive with a
wonderful location, dedicated mainte-
nance staff who arrived early on a Sunday
morning to help with set-up, and Jill
Cimafonte, the Temple’s Early Child-
hood Education Department director, for
assisting in organizing the event. A world
of gratitude goes out to our army of dedi-
cated volunteers who sacrificed a cozy
rainy Sunday with their families to facili-
tate a smoothly run drive.

The ultimate thanks are for the 82 people
who joined The National Bone Marrow
Registry in hopes of finding a match for
Joanne, and to those who donated blood
to replenish local supply. The compas-
sion and generosity of the community
toward this cause has been overwhelm-
ing.

For anyone who was unable to attend
the drive but is interested in joining The
National Bone Marrow Registry, a self-
test kit can be ordered online through
www.marrow.org. One can register
online, and order a tissue typing kit for a
fee of $52. The kit is mailed directly to
you, and you perform a swab of your
cheek cells to test for tissue type. Each
year more than 35,000 children and adults
in the United States are diagnosed with
diseases for which a marrow or blood cell
transplant could be a cure.

Thanks again to the generous commu-
nity of Westfield and to others who trav-
eled to Westfield for this drive. We hope
and pray for a successful match for Joanne,
and a healthy future.

Abby Saunders
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Selcouth – Rare; unusual
2. Synocil – In zoology, a sense organ

in sponges
3. Zabra – Small sailing vessel
4. Zimb – Dipterous insect of Ethiopia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INEXTIRPABLE
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Uncontrollable; unmanageable
3. Not to be uprooted
4. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
TIND

1. To force or drive out; expel
2. To mix or jumble
3. To bend or turn
4. To kindle

INDUVIAE
1. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
2. The withered leaves which remain

on the stems of some plants
3. Discolored or blackened
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
THRENODY

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. Of little or no consequence
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. The art of magic; legerdemain

Stender’s Comments Have A Strong Whiff Of Censorship
Please refer to the paragraph listed

below which is from the press release of
Assemblywomen Quigley and Stender. 

 “No one in New Jersey should buy this
book and allow Ann Coulter to profit
from her hate-mongering. We are asking
New Jersey retailers statewide to stand
with us and express their outrage by re-
fusing to carry or sell copies of Coulter’s
book. Her hate-filled attack on our 9-11
widows has no place on New Jersey book-
shelves.”

Mr. Ratner failed to indicate that the
word “boycott” is also not mentioned. In
the dictionary, the word “ban” means to
“prohibit or forbid, especially by official
decree.” Although she is not directly at-
tempting to keep people from obtaining
Miss Coulter’s book by official decree, as
an elected official, she is not ashamed to
ask all bookstores in New Jersey to refuse
to carry a certain book just because she
doesn’t like its content.

This would deny anyone interested in
judging for himself or herself the right to
formulate their own conclusions and opin-
ions and, to say the least, her comments
have a strong whiff of censorship.

Censor: is defined as “a person autho-
rized (in her mind only in the case of Ms.
Stender) to examine books, films and
other material and to remove or suppress
what is considered (again, by Ms. Stender)
morally, politically or otherwise objec-
tionable.”

Based on the fact that the words “boy-
cott” and “ban” are not mentioned in this
press release, it is easy for one to come to
the conclusion that she wants the book
banned simply because of three pages of
over-the-top criticism of the “Jersey Girls”
who, over the years, have decided to
become mouthpieces for the Democratic
Party and blame 9/11 entirely on Presi-
dent Bush while giving Bill Clinton a
pass.

Is this who we want representing us in
Washington? I hope not. I’m voting for
Mr. Ferguson, if for no other reason than
that people who favor censorship are not
what we are about as a country. The press
release by Ms. Stender shows a complete
lack of professionalism on her part and an
adherence to radical liberalism that we
already have enough of in Washington.

If we non-liberals can stomach people
like Dan Rather, Michael Moore and The
New York Times (among many others,)
people like Ms. Stender and Mr. Ratner
(who particularly loves to dish it out judg-
ing by how often The Westfield Leader
prints his letters) should be able to deal
with “Godless” by Ms. Coulter.

What I find most satisfying about this
whole chain of events is that for the next
two years George Bush will still be our
President and there is not a thing that the
angry liberal Mr. Ratner can do about it
except put out his rambling, vitriolic, and

County Lawsuit
Information Sought

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Union County Freeholder Chairman Alex
Mirabella and copied to the newspaper.

On June 8, I attended a freeholder
meeting and requested an explanation as
to how the county liability insurance works
in regards to lawsuits — particularly in
the case of the lawsuit that was recently
settled regarding the harassment of the
former decorated Sheriff’s Officer
Viirginia Fanelli which cost taxpayers
millions of dollars in attorney’s fees alone
— perhaps the most expensive employee
lawsuit in Union County’s history.

It has been reported that the county had
to sue its insurance carriers because this
harassment complaint wasn’t reported to
the insurers properly.

I have checked the county website. To
date, there has been no information re-
garding what this insurance company suit
has cost the taxpayers.

On June 22, 2006, I again attended a
freeholder meeting and reminded you that
you had agreed to supply me with this
information. To date, it has not been pro-
vided. It has been almost four weeks (25
days) since it was promised.

I am also waiting to review the settle-
ment documents in the Fanelli case. An
OPRA request placed last month was
returned and marked “Document is not
available yet”. The check registry shows
Ms. Fanelli being compensated on June
14, 2006. An OPRA request for the suit
involving Malcolm vs. MacDonald was
returned “Document can not be located.”

Surely lawsuits that has cost taxpayers
so much is information the public should
be granted expediently.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

Letters to the Editor

Being Free, Proud and Thankful;
Kelly Soars, Chemidlin Released

NASA says that the manned space program is
necessary to stimulate and foster the human spirit. At
first glance, this concept seems a little fuzzy. Upon
further examination, however, we must agree with
NASA. There certainly is a need for the development
of our vision and actions.

One such New Jerseyan who exemplifies just what
NASA is trying to say is Mark Kelly of West Orange.
Astronaut Kelly piloted the space shuttle Tuesday
with “the right stuff” during our nation’s birthday.

Congratulations to Mr. Kelly and the entire space
shuttle crew. Godspeed. We commend your bravery,
attainment and vision. May they prove to be an
example for us here on the ground as we struggle
with the issues that continually appear on the front
pages of newspapers. You make Americans proud
and reinforce the notion, our assertion to be free.

Yesterday, another New Jerseyan made the news
as he was granted his freedom. Michael Chemidlin
of Scotch Plains was released from arrest in Sierra
Leone after a nearly three-month ordeal.

Freedom in Freetown, Sierra Leone has a com-
pletely different meaning than here in the United
States. Mr. Chemidlin was arrested there for taking
a photograph of the court building – an act that is
against their law. He was charged with treason.

Mr. Chemidlin has not yet returned to the United
States. He was released once before during the
ordeal, and then he was rearrested. When he returns
home, his thoughts of what freedom means in this
country will certainly be worth hearing.

New Jerseyans are free, proud and thankful today
for the reasons above. Yet, everyone in this state has
reason to be concerned this week.

In particular, our state government is shut down
and citizens may soon be harmed. We urge our
legislators in Trenton to draw from exemplary acts
like those demonstrated by Astronaut Mark Kelly
– courage, honor and inspiration  – and do the right
thing. End the government shutdown in a respon-
sible and swift manner. Reset New Jersey on the
right path for the future.

There Are People Who Take Advantage
Of Innocent People For Money

I just graduated from WHS last year. I
applied for nanny jobs this summer and a
family asked me to baby-sit for their
children. I wanted everyone in Westfield
to know what is going on. This is what
happened:

A family contacted me stating that they
lived in my town and would be back from
vacation in a short time. They offered me
a nice job, but insisted that I open an
account with Wells Fargo bank so they
could wire me $100 dollars up front. I
insisted that they pay me when they came
back home, but they wouldn’t listen. They
demanded that I open the account or I
would lose the job.

I knew something was fishy, so I called

my references and found out that they did
not receive a call from this mystery fam-
ily. Then, I called Wells Fargo bank and
told them the situation. They told me that
there is a scam going around where some-
one would tell you that they would wire
you money and some way get you to wire
money somewhere else.

In this case, they would have access to
all of the money in your account and leave
you with nothing. I think it is important
that everyone keep their eyes open be-
cause there are people out there who will
take advantage of innocent people for
money!

Robin Streit
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

goleader.com/help

Stender’s Call, It Amounts to a Ban

sometimes incoherent letters which make
him look like just another radical, un-
hinged liberal with no solutions.

Every now and then, the silent majority
through people like Ms. Coulter has a
right to speak out. Deal with it. Although
her comments regarding the “Jersey Girls”
were extreme, it’s her entire book that
Ms. Stender wants to suppress which
makes her someone we don’t need repre-
senting us. A vote for Stender is a vote for
censorship. Not a very good alternative.

Brian Fitzpatrick
Westfield

called for was much closer to a ban than
a boycott. A boycott occurs when a group
refrains from buying a product that is
available for purchase for the purpose of
intimidation or coercion. Stender was
calling for the product to not be made
available for purchase and thus deny
people the opportunity to read the book.

Granted, no legal prohibition on the
sale of the book was proposed by Stender,
but nevertheless, what she was calling for
amounted to an informal, nongovernmen-
tal banning of the book.

Robert Shire
Westfield

First there were the letters attacking As-
semblywoman Linda Stender for calling for
a ban on Ann Coulter’s new book in which
she criticizes a group of 9/11 widows.

Then there were the letters attacking
the first group of writers for distorting the
facts, claiming that Stender had only called
for a boycott of the book and not the
banning of it. And then there was Robert
Ratner pointing out that Stender hadn’t
used the word “ban,” that her asking all
New Jersey retailers to voluntarily refrain
from selling Coulter’s book was not a
“ban,” and attacking all Republicans.

Well, for my money, what Stender
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If You Have Energy,
America Is the Place

By Asm. Jon Bramnick
LD-21, Westfield

Modern history proves that it is
easy enough for a determined minor-
ity to pull down a government, but
exceedingly difficult to reconstruct
and to re-establish law and order on
new foundations.

Yet our ancestors beat the odds –
they were able to fight oppression –
fight taxation without representation
and establish a government that would
prove to the world “that individual
liberty and freedom were achievable.”

We have many issues that divide
America but there is one that closely
binds us all together – our right to
think and speak from our hearts. We
must continue to tell our children and
remind them to tell their children that
the basic foundations of America are
Freedom and Tolerance.

Tolerance is the backbone of lib-
erty – yet we all know that tolerance
does not extend to those in the world
who would resort to intimidation or
violence and who show no respect to
the value of human life.

As Americans, we are steadfastly
committed to freedom and we will
react accordingly when freedom and
democracy are challenged. Today, we
thank our servicemen and women
who stand in harms way and those
Americans who have lost their lives
because of their commitment to indi-
vidual rights.

Each of you can experience how
very careful America is to protect the
individual rights of all of us.

Visit our own municipal court and
listen carefully to the opening state-
ment of our local judge, Honorable
Brenda Cuba.

The opening statement outlines
your rights against the state – outlines
the state’s burden to prove you guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt and tell
you how to appeal to a higher court.

Our system provides you with a
lawyer if you cannot afford one and
lets your case be decided by other
Americans.

Our judicial system, a separate
branch of government must continue
to protect our individual rights.

There are many examples how we
Americans protect individual rights –
many very wealthy Americans started
with absolutely nothing, just an idea
and a whole lot of energy.

There was no class system or hier-
archy to stop the success of Warren
Buffet, Starbucks creator Howard
Schultz or Bill Gates.

If you have energy – America is the
place.

Editor’s Note: This speech was
given by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
last Thursday evening at the annual
Westfield Community Band concert
for Independence Day in
Mindowaskin Park sponsored by the
Sons of the American Revolution.

Wolder Named
Marketing Officer

SCOTCH PLAINS — Burt Wolder of
Scotch Plains has been appointed senior
vice president and chief marketing of-
ficer at Basking Ridge-based Hooper
Holmes, Inc.

During his 24 years at AT&T, Mr.
Wolder led brand development, advertis-
ing and public relations for AT&T’s op-
erations in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa. He directed web promotions and
publicity for AT&T WorldNet.

As communications vice-president for
AT&T Labs, he promoted the company’s
broadband product and brought new tech-
nology products to market. He was ex-
ecutive communications vice president.

Most recently, Mr. Wolder served as
vice president of communications for
Affiliated Computer Services, Inc. (ACS).

“We are excited that Burt Wolder will
be joining Hooper Holmes as our chief
marketing officer,” said James Calver,
president and chief executive officer of
Hooper Holmes. “He has a proven track
record in building brands, entering new
markets and leading successful teams.
We believe he will be a terrific asset to our
company as we strengthen the Hooper
Holmes brand and work to garner greater
market share.”

Hooper Holmes provides outsourced
risk assessment services to the life insur-
ance industry as well as claims evaluation
information services to the automobile
and workers’ compensation insurance
industries.

Thank You for Supporting and
Hearing Us on Hillcrest

Letters to the Editor

We would like to formally thank all of
those who supported us through and
helped out with our bid to “non-renew”
the lease between the Westfield Board of
Education and the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission for 728
Westfield Avenue (Lincoln School). As a
result of this community pulling together,
gathering information and vocalizing its
concerns, we were able to educate the
Westfield Board of Education about the
very real dangers that Hillcrest Academy
poses to our children and ourselves.

We felt enormous relief when the BOE
listened to our concerns and, acting on
our behalf, chose not to renew the lease.
As all of us know, every day that Hillcrest
Academy remains in our neighborhood,
the potential for tragedy remains as well.
That said, we want to remind the citizens
of Westfield and The Board of Education
of Westfield that there is still work to be
done.

In the June 29 edition of The Westfield
Leader, Dr. Foley is quoted as saying that
if Hillcrest remains in the Lincoln School
facility for 12 more months, by obtaining
emergent relief from the state, it will not
affect plans for the early childhood center
that the Board plans to put in there. While
this may be true, it will greatly affect the
safety of our neighborhood and the safety
of the children who live here and/or at-
tend Edison Intermediate School and
Westfield High School. Twelve more
months means one hundred and eighty
more days living with a school whose
violent population cannot be controlled
by those in charge. It means one hundred
and eighty more days of drug use on our
street corners, of violent students, many
with a history of carrying weapons, walk-
ing aimlessly through the neighborhoods
where our children go to school and play.

We know, through police records and
public testimonies, that these students
have committed arson, assaults with weap-
ons, theft and made terrorist threats. We
also know from watching events unfold
that the teachers and administrators of
this program do not have the power or
ability to create a safe environment for
this neighborhood.

At this point, the Westfield BOE may
believe that the matter is out of their
control, true. If the UCESC decides to
appeal to the State Department of Educa-
tion, it will be up to that entity to decide
our fate. However, we do believe that the
Board is aware of the safety issues and
would hope that they or their attorneys
would let the State know the danger that
we would be in, should Hillcrest stay
twelve more months.

As for us, we too must continue to
make it known that we will not tolerate
this risk to our children. If the UCESC
appeals to the State, then we too must
appeal for help from our state representa-
tives. We must call, e-mail or write Sena-
tor Kean and Assemblymen Munoz and
Bramnick and let them know that this
unnecessary risk to our children will not
be tolerated. Each day that Hillcrest Acad-
emy exists at 728 Westfield Avenue is a
day that is simply a tragedy waiting to
happen. It is in our power to avoid such a
tragedy and we urge you to use your voice
to help us to do so.

So, as we are thanking you for your
help and support we are also asking you to
keep working, talking and writing. For
the sake of all of our children, let your
voices be heard.

Lisa Stern
Sue Hopper

Westfield

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

T W I N E A . P C .

SUGG. RETAIL $360.00    
SALE $199.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $179.00

K I N G S e t

SUGG. RETAIL $1740.00   
SALE $999.00

EXTRA 10% OFF $899.00

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  * (908) 756-7623

Right now, for a limited time, you can enjoy tremendous savings on handcrafted Shifman mattresses. 

Every style is on sale, including all firmnesses and sizes plus extra savings on, Crystal, our best-selling quilted 

mattress. If you have been thinking of purchasing a new mattress, now is the time to do it. 

Shifman - Handcrafted for quality and value since 1893.

OUR
BEST-SELLING

SHIFMAN MATTRESS
AT THE

LOWEST PRICE
OF THE SEASON.

F U L L E A . P C .

SUGG. RETAIL $490.00    
SALE $269.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $242.00

Q U E E N S e t

SUGG. RETAIL $1120.00    
SALE $599.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $539.00

Save 35%-50% 
plus an additional 10%

Save 35%-50% on all other styles

LAST 4 DAYS!

Extra Savings on Crystal

SALE PRICES

STARTING AT

$179.00
ea. pc.

Closed July 4th.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Fanwood Couple Receives
American-Arab Award

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Joseph and
Annie Qutub of Fanwood received the
American-Arab ODEH Activist Award
on June 18 for their work establishing
Arab Student Aid International in New
Jersey as a non-profit organization meant
to assist needy Arab students trying to
complete their higher education.

In 30 years of service with Arab Stu-
dent Aid International, the Qutubs over-
saw the dispersion of over $25 million to
nearly 17,000 needy Arab students. The
Arab Student Aid International also helped
in the construction of several buildings
for three Arab universities: Al Quds Uni-
versity, An Najah University and Gaza
Islamic University.

Under the leadership of the Qutubs,
Arab Student Aid International provided
educational opportunities to thousands of
needy Arab students who would not have

otherwise had those opportunities.
Prior to establishing Arab Student Aid

International, he gave 20 years of service
to the YMCA. He held a variety of posi-
tions, including Youth Director, Program
Director and Executive Director, in the
YMCAs of Terre Haute, Ind.; Bethesda/
Chevy Chase, Md.; Rockville, Md. and
Fanwood-Scotch Plains.

Mr. Qutub’s awards include the Dis-
tinguished Service Award for 30 years of
service from ADC-NJ, the 25 Years of
Service Award from the Palestine Heri-
tage Foundation, a special resolution from
the mayor and council of Fanwood for
contributions and services to Arab Stu-
dent Aid International and the commu-
nity and two Paul Harris Awards for spe-
cial services to the Rotary Club and to the
community. He was also the first recipi-
ent of the Special Radio Award given by
the Communications Department at Indi-
ana State University.

Mr. Qutub is a past president and 36-
year member of Rotary International. He
is a trustee of the Palestine Heritage Foun-
dation, member of ADC-NJ, a two-year
leader of the Middle East International
Group of the National Association of
Foreign Student Advisors, founder and
four-year president of the International
Relations Club at Indiana State Univer-
sity and a six-year member of the Council
of Churches in New Jersey.

HONORED...Joseph and Annie Qutub accept honors in Washington, D.C. on
June 18 from the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee.

Kean University Foundation Names
WF’s Cariste to Board of Directors

UNION – William Cariste of Westfield
and Steve Fastook of CNBC in Englewood
Cliffs were recently elected to the Kean
University Foundation Board of Direc-
tors.

Mr. Cariste is a principal of Newmark
Knight Frank. He has been president of
many state and national real estate orga-
nizations.

Mr. Cariste said, “I continue to be
impressed by the management team and
the growth that has been spearheaded by
President (Dawood) Farahi. The rising

level of energy that is evident in this
institution is very impressive.”

Mr. Fastook is vice president of techni-
cal and commercial operations for CNBC
in Englewood Cliffs. He is a graduate of
Kean University in the early 1980s.

A nine-time Emmy Award winner, Mr.
Fastook is a member of the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences and
a member of the Society of Motion Pic-
ture and Television Engineers. He was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters this year by his alma mater,
which he credits for giving him the oppor-
tunity to excel in his field.

He said, “Kean gave me a start to which
I attribute much of my success.”

The Foundation Board of Directors is
charged with raising and managing pri-
vate donations for the ultimate benefit of
the University and its students.

Burt Wolder

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Jock Vincentsen
VTM Construction

Management

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

Candidate Questions
Sales Tax Increase

By Patricia Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for UC Freeholder

Obviously, this all-Democratic Free-
holder Board either doesn’t get it or doesn’t
really care about the hardworking tax-
payers in Union County.

They just approved a county budget in
excess of $400 million - which requires a
4.8 percent increase in the property tax
levy -so one would think that they would
throw the taxpayers a bone and at the very
least let the residents know where they
stand.

Three times in the past several weeks I
have asked them to take a position on
Governor Corzine’s proposed state sales
tax increase and three times they have
remained silent. The only response I got
was to be verbally harassed by the chair-
man as I returned to my seat.

The freeholder board has a responsibil-
ity to speak on behalf of their constituents
as the ramifications of this regressive
form of taxation are far reaching.

When we talk about possibly taxing
professional services used by the average
consumer, like doctor fees as well as
clothing and even food when there are
already taxes on shelter, we are actually
talking about the costs of basic survival.
Many families are living paycheck-to-
paycheck and cutting corners already.
Where will the extra money come from?

The middle and lower income resi-
dents of Union County will be hit espe-
cially hard as they are faced with making
decisions regarding necessary life sus-
taining purchases. Actually this board
hasn’t surprised me one bit as they have
done exactly what I expected they would
- nothing at all.
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Benjamin J. Caito and Miss Kathleen S. Kennedy

Miss Kathleen S. Kennedy
To Wed Benjamin J. Caito

Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy of
Westfield have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Miss Kathleen
Susan Kennedy, to Benjamin James
Caito. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Caito of Cranston, R.I.

A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Theatre
from St. Michael’s College in
Colchester, Vt. in 2000. She also
spent a year at Circle in the Square in
Manhattan, N.Y., studying musical
theatre. Miss Kennedy currently re-
sides in Rhode Island where she
works with a commercial real estate

brokerage house.
The future bridegroom graduated

from Hendricken High School in
Rhode Island in 1996. He was
awarded dual bachelor degrees in
engineering from Clarkson Univer-
sity in Potsdam, N.Y. and St.
Michael’s College in 2001, where he
met Miss Kennedy. Mr. Caito, who
recently passed his Professional
Engineer exam, is now licensed and
has been working in Rhode Island as
a civil engineer.

The couple will be married this
October in Long Beach Island and
will reside in East Greenwich, R.I.

Smiths WSmiths WSmiths WSmiths WSmiths Welcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome
DaughterDaughterDaughterDaughterDaughter, Allison, Allison, Allison, Allison, Allison

James and Rose Smith of
Mountainside have announced the
birth of their daughter, Allison
Margherita Smith, on Thursday, June
8, at 10:03 a.m. at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

Allison weighed 6 pounds and 4
ounces and measured 19 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Thomas, age
two.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Anthony and Margherita Tammaro
of Westfield.

Her paternal grandmother is Winnie
Hartpence of North Plainfield.

Margaret Hartpence of Scotch
Plains is Allison’s paternal great-
grandmother.

Association Aims to Increase
Amount of Recycled Plastic
FANWOOD – As the Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Recycling Association
celebrates 20 years of serving Fanwood
and neighboring communities, it is
asking area residents to support efforts
to increase the amount of plastic re-
cycled and reduce the need for im-
ported oil used in making plastic.

A non-profit volunteer organiza-
tion, the association operates the
Fanwood Recycling Center on North
Avenue in Fanwood. The association
helps provide its 20 member volun-
teer groups with funds for their op-
erations and promotes actions ben-
efiting the environment. It also makes
donations to local emergency service
units and other organizations.

The association is expanding the
categories of plastic recyclable items
accepted at the recycling center. Pre-
viously, the only accepted plastic
items were those bottles and jars with
the numbers 1, 2 or 3 in the recycling
triangle. Now, in addition, the center
is accepting solid plastic items such
as old pails, plastic patio type tables
and chairs, children’s plastic toys and
plastic backyard slides.

It also is accepting plastic bags,

particularly lighter bags such as those
given by grocery stores and super-
markets, as well as minor items like
the “sleeves” in which some newspa-
pers are delivered. Polystyrene and
Styrofoam will not be accepted. Cen-
ter personnel can advise individuals
about where they can take Styrofoam
for recycling.

The center also will accept other
recyclables such as old newspapers;
mixed and corrugated paper; books
(both hardcover and softcover); glass
bottles and jars; aluminum and “tin”
cans; used household and car batter-
ies; used motor oil; textiles such as old
clothing, blankets and shoes; steel and
miscellaneous heavy metal items like
clothes washers and dryers, old barbe-
cue grills and hot water tanks, and all
types of aluminum items from pots
and pans, doors and windows (without
glass) to gutters and downspouts.

The center welcomes recyclable
materials from Fanwood and other
communities. Its hours of operation
are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays. Wednesdays are “do-it-
yourself days” with minimal assis-
tance available.

Live Presentation of Hobbit
Among Library Highlights

WESTFIELD – The Traveling Lan-
tern Theatre Company will present a
live production of The Hobbit on
Thursday, July 13, at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library as part
of the library’s “Paws, Claws, Scales
and Tales” summer reading theme.

This tale of a home-loving little
Hobbit who finds himself on an ad-
venture in which he encounters elves,
trolls, a wizard and a dragon, plus
something called a Gollum, is suit-
able for children entering kindergar-
ten through eighth grade.

Traveling Lantern’s mission is to
introduce classic stories to children
through interactive performances in
which audience members cheer the
hero, boo the villain, warn of danger
and create sound effects. Its creative
approach also includes casting non-
traditionally, dispensing with outdated
social and demographic stereotypes
and making stories easier for modern-
day children to understand.

For adults, the library will present
two programs, beginning with the
Academy Award-nominated film
Zelery on Tuesday, July 11, at 2 and
6:30 p.m. “Puzzled by the Internet
Part One” is scheduled for Wednes-
day, July 12, at 10 a.m. This hands-on
class for beginners will cover basic
skills such as using a browser, Internet
addresses, selecting a search engine,
printing from the Internet and some
important websites. The second part
of this class will take place on Wednes-
day, July 19, at 10 a.m.

Adult programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library or
M.U.R.A.L. cardholders.

Several programs for children and

teenagers will be featured as well.
Children’s programs are open to all
full service Westfield Memorial Li-
brary cardholders.

“Baby Rhyme Time,” for babies
not yet walking and a caregiver, will
meet on Monday, July 10, from 10 to
10:20 a.m.

“Mother Goose Group,” for tod-
dlers to age two-and-a-half with a
caregiver, will take place Wednesday,
July 12, from 10 to 10:20 a.m.

Children age three-and-a-half to
five may attend “Preschool Story
Time” on Tuesday, July 11, at 10 a.m.
or Thursday, July 13, at 2 p.m.

“Tots’ Story Time,” for children
age two-and-a-half to three-and-a-
half and a caregiver, is slated for July
13 from 10 to 10:30 a.m.

Youngsters are invited to play chess
on Wednesday, July 12, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Additionally that day, “Snack
and Yak,” for youth in sixth to eighth
grades, will be offered at 7 p.m. This
will be an informal, open discussion
of favorite books and authors. Light
refreshments will be provided.

The library, located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield, will be
closed for staff training on Friday,
July 14. For more information, please
call (908) 789-4090, see
www.wmlnj.org or stop in.

AARP Meetings to Stay
At Present Church Site

WESTFIELD – William Lemke,
president of Westfield Area Chapter
No. 4137 of the American Associa-
tion for Retired Persons, has an-
nounced that chapter meetings for
the balance of 2006 and the year 2007
will continue to take place at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s
Assembly Hall.

No meetings will be held in July and
August; however, a full schedule of
meetings with guest speakers will be-
gin again on Monday, September 11,
with Jan Allen discussing “The Latest
Methods to Avoid Identity Theft.”

As usual, the social period with
refreshments will begin at 1 p.m.,
followed by a brief business meeting
at 1:30 p.m. and the program.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s Assembly Hall is located
at the corner of Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue in Westfield. For
further information on membership
and the chapter’s many other activi-
ties, please call Mr. Lemke at (908)
232-5818.

First Baptist Singles
Reveal July Meetings
WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced

or never-married individuals are in-
vited to join their peers at the singles
discussion group that meets on Sun-
days at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Meetings will be held at 9 a.m. on
July 9, 16, 23 and 30. The non-de-
nominational group focuses on issues
affecting single people, fosters friend-
ships and offers attendees a chance to
share experiences. Coffee, cake and
bagels are served and a $2 donation is
requested. All are welcome.

Group members also gather for
winter movie nights, picnics and holi-
day get-togethers, among other
events. For more details, please call
Lil at (908) 889-4751 or Ed at (908)
232-4159.

Foundation Posts Winners
Of First Annual Raffle

FANWOOD – During its recent fifth
annual meeting, the Fanwood Com-
munity Foundation announced the win-
ners of its first annual raffle.

Margaret Lermand of Fanwood held
the lucky number for the “Taste of
Fanwood” gift basket, which included
gift certificates for dinner or lunch at
borough restaurants, as well as a bottle
of imported wine and assorted spe-
cialty foods.

Diane Zatorsky, another local resi-
dent, won the “At Your Service” gift
basket, which included gift certificates
for everything from a yoga class to
watch and jewelry items to grooming
services and pet gifts.

According to Foundation Trustee

and former Fanwood Mayor Maryanne
Connelly, the event was successful
due to the generosity and support of
local merchants, including Crown Jew-
els, Fanwood Yoga Center, K-9 Re-
sorts, Try-Cob, Double Dipper Café,
Fanwood Bagels, Fanwood Liquors,
Ginger Sushi, Il Sogno Restaurant,
Panettone’s Delicatessen, Rice Inn,
Sun Tavern and Molta Mocha.

Founded in 1998, the Fanwood
Community Foundation is a 501 (c)
(3) not-for-profit organization that
raises funds to support grant awards
for organizations or individuals in need
of financial assistance in Fanwood.
For more information, please call Carol
Kraus at (908) 322-5449.

LUCKY WINNER…Fanwood Community Foundation Trustee and former
Mayor Maryanne Connelly, right, presents the “Taste of Fanwood” gift basket to
borough resident Margaret Lermand, who won it in the foundation’s debut raffle.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Laugh Loudly,
Love Deeply, Eat Well

Owned & operated by Christopher & Timothy Boyle

LUNCH
DINNER

LIVE MUSIC

16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF, ESQ.

Counselor at Law

Accredited Divorce Mediator

Real Estate

Wills & Estate Planning

Divorce & Divorce Mediation

201 South Avenue East

Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-8885

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Kids and Adults Are Invited
To Rain Garden Programs

FANWOOD – Rutgers Coopera-
tive Research and Extension of Union
County will present a Water Pollu-
tion and Rain Garden program for
children in grades 1 through 4 on
Monday, July 17, at the Fanwood
Memorial Library rain garden.

This hands-on program and out-
door tour of the rain garden will begin
at 1:30 p.m. on the library grounds,
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. Participants will learn about
water pollution and how a rain garden
is beneficial for the environment. A

rain garden is a landscaped shallow
depression planted with native plants
created to collect storm water and
recharge the groundwater supply.

The rain garden at the library was
constructed in September 2005, with
the goal of having it serve as a model
for county residents interested in con-
trolling polluted runoff and helping
recharge the groundwater.

A program for adults, entitled “How
to Build a Rain Garden,” will be held
on Thursday, August 3, at 7 p.m. in
the Fanwood Room on the lower level
of the Fanwood Library. The area is
not handicapped accessible, but al-
ternate arrangements can be made to
provide the information.

To register or obtain more details,
please call Rutgers Cooperative Re-
search and Extension of Union County
at (908) 654-9854. Both programs
are free and open to the public with-
out regard to sex, race, color, national
origin, disability, handicap or age.
Information also is available at
www.fanwoodlibrary.org or by call-
ing the Fanwood Library at (908)
322-6400.

FUSP Service to Look
At Immigration Issues
AREA – The First Unitarian Soci-

ety of Plainfield (FUSP) has announced
that its Racial Justice Committee will
present a service on Sunday, July 16,
at 10 a.m. entitled “Immigration Re-
form, the Human Side.” It will be held
at the FUSP church at 724 Park Av-
enue in Plainfield and will be followed
by a forum. All are welcome.

Committee Chairman Carl Heath
said the service will be held in answer
to a call by the Reverend William
Sinkford, president of the Unitarian
Universalist Association, for people
of conscience to consider the dilemma
that the current debate over immigra-
tion and labor raises for the nation.

Cesar Alvarez-Moreno, attorney for
El Centro Hispanoamericano, will
speak on the issues, background and,
particularly, the human side of immi-
gration. Members of the congregation
are working with El Centro to support
the group’s mission to promote the
rights and help to meet the needs of
immigrants and refugees. For more
information, please visit www.fusp.org
or call (908) 756-0750.

Bible Chapel Offers
VBS to Kids, Adults

FANWOOD – The Terrill Road
Bible Chapel, located at 535 Terrill
Road in Fanwood, will offer its Vaca-
tion Bible School from Sunday to
Friday, July 16 to 21.

Sessions for boys and girls from
age four to those entering fifth grade
will meet from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m.
beginning Monday, July 17. Children
age four to first grade will discover
the “Secret of the Watermelon,” while
those in grades 2 to 8 will learn about
“Jesus as a Servant on the Move.”

There will be a simultaneous class
for women on the “Beloved Disciple,”
with nursery care available.

For boys and girls entering 6-12th
grades and adults, sessions will be
held from 7 to 9 p.m. Sunday through
Thursday, July 16 to 20.

A special closing program will take
place on Friday, July 21, following
the 11:30 a.m. dismissal. All families
are invited. The program will be fol-
lowed by a light lunch provided by
the chapel. To pre-register, please call
Mrs. Wait at (908) 203-1484 or Mrs.
Foresti at (908) 222-2156.

Ketubah Unit Plans
Annual Barbecue

COUNTY – The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will hold its annual barbecue on Sun-
day, July 23, at 2 p.m. in Marlboro.

The price is $25 per member couple
and $30 per non-member couple. If a
non-member couple joins the Ketubah
Unit that day, they can attend for free.
The rain date is Sunday, July 30. To
respond, please call Eileen at (732)
617-2438 by Thursday, July 20.

Injured Bald Eagle to
Be Returned to Nature
AREA — The Raptor Trust, a na-

tionally renowned bird rehabilitation
center located in Long Hill Town-
ship, has nursed an injured bald eagle
back to health and will let the bird
return to its natural environment at 12
noon on Friday, July 7 at the Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge.
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) will re-
lease the bird.

On May 15, State Fish and Wildlife
Officers found the injured 5-year-old
adult male bald eagle with a wing-
span of over 5 feet in Stockton, New
Jersey. The eagle was brought to Dr.
Len Soucy of The Raptor Trust for
rehabilitation. After 6 weeks of treat-
ment to the bird’s fractured wing, it
has made a full recovery.
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Photos from Culmen
2006 yearbook. Those
graduates not pic-
tured in the yearbook
are not posted here.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Class of 2006

Allison Abbott Stephanie Abrantes Ka’Ron Adams Claudia Ahiabor Ayana Akbar Christine Albanese-DeMair Said Al-Banna James Alfano Michelle Alleman Saif Alzoobaee Jeffrey Annese Daniel Appel Kara Auriema Niki Awaitey Colleen Baines Clayton Balch

Anthony Baliatico Justin Bantz Rob Barker Candace Barnes Jasmine Bartee Jennifer Bauer Jeffrey Bell Lauren Benovengo Cheryl Beqaj Stephen Betau Marisa BiancoFaye Bi Dan Bodenstein Sarah Boffa Michael Bonacum Elizaveta Bourchtein

Billy Bowman Jermaine Boykin Kara Alison Brass Samantha Brokaw Justine Brown Greg Bruno Chris Bryson Dan Bugg Krista Bujnowski Jazmeen Bullock Courtney Burke Robert Burke Nehemiah Burney-Porter Nellie Caballero Peter Cacciuttolo Michele Calvo

Matt Canfield Julianne Carman Maxwell Carow Erica Casey Joseph Cepparulo Karel Chavis Derrick Chen Yvonne Chen Amy Chervenyak Samantha Chisamore Jared Chmielnik Soo Cho Cleo Chou Ashlee Christmas Jessica Churgin Kayla Cicalese

Mark Ciecura Deirdre Clark Sarah Cohen Allen Collantes Jennifer Colligan Chris Cooper John Cox Athena Coyt Danielle Crawford Erin Crawford Neil Dalal Michele D’Auria Jack Davis Robert Dawson Richard DeLusant Josh Decker

Caitlin Delaney Kathryn Devlin Carolyn DiProspero Christine Di Trolio Brian Dickey Jonathan DiFiore Aaron Doliber Megan Domenick Kelly Dougher Caitlin Driscoll Michelle Dsurney James Dukelow Kristin Dyson Danielle Egan Emily Everson Brianna Falco

Gabrielle Falco Joseph Fallon Matt Ferrara Charlie Field Stephanie Figueroa Craig Fischbein Lindsey Fitzgerald Dennis Fitzpatrick Matthew Fleissner Elizabeth Flood Joseph Foote Tom Fortunato Alex Fourre Michael Fragna Shemane Fritz Robert Gabel

Raymon Garcia Derek Garrett Nick Giannaci Melissa Gibbons Andrew Gibson David Ginsberg Lavour GloverBrian Glassett Andrew Goldberg Staci Goldberg Shannon Gomes Eboni Gonzalez Viktoriya Gorbach Jonathan Grana Jeremy Grau Joshua Green

Jonathan Greenspan Keila Guzman Jessica Halloran Sarah Halpern Brian Halpin Shannon Hauser Matthew Hazell Carly Heinz Kristen Henkels Justin Hensal Lauren Hercel Gary Herzberg Patrina Hillman Matt Hirschhorn Chelsea Holloway Zachary Hvizdak

Elizabeth JacobsJoseph JacobiChristopher JacksonVincent IngrassiaDaniel Ingram Justin KaiserCourtney JonesNatasha JohnstoneCatherine Jahn Krista KazmierkiewiczLoni KayeJonathan KatzKelli Kaskiw Kristen KerseyMeaghan Kelly

Rich Kickenweitz BoHea Kim

Julie Hyman

Elisabeth Kipping Alexa Knox Danielle Koch Melissa Koerner Maria Kolakowska Christopher Kolb Kate Kosenick Dave Kruglyak Alexandra Kuck Brittany Lambros Emily Lange Matt Lavery Caroline Lazur Mario Leon

Ian McNally

Dana Levinson Robert Lewis Gordon Lienau Matt Linsenberg Andrew Lipstein Ricardo Lisojo Alyssa MarkovitsJulie MadanRebecca LundgrenMatthew LowreyEric Lopez Brittany McDonald Jessica McGarry Brian McGroary Rebecca McGuire

Brendan McKenna Robert McManigal Kellie MeehanDavid Mecca Hallie Mintz

Jessica Levine

Bryan Mondello Nicholas Mondi Travis Morgan Troy Morgan Anthony Moskal Lauren Moskal Jeff Mullen Elijah Nam Anthony Nelson Jr. Makyla Nichols

Jeffrey Ondeyka Mike O’Neil Bill Orlando Ashley Owens Raunaq Palejwala Alberto Panay Alex Pardon Katherine Paseka Devang Patel Paolo Pelino Laura Percoco Jen Perlee Ronald Petty Jr. Elaine PiniatChris Nilsen Tara O’Brien

Brian Plagge Danielle Porter Branden Potter Durell Presley Michelle Protopapas Dan Ragan Alexander Resnick Cristina Reyes Stephanie Ricca Kelly Rigano Marleny Romano Allie Rosi Maria Rotondi Chelsea Rowe Thomas Ruggieri Michael Rusin

Dana Sacks Julie Sagaard Malaika Said Lydia Sams Natalie Sanchez Kara Sang Samantha Savino Gary Schardien Michelle Schmitz Katherine Schreiber Tara Scibek Amira Selim Melissa Sette Barry Shapiro Tim Shevlin Leah Siegal

Megan Silk Randolph Smith Joanna Snodgrass Jason Souza Steve Spagnuolo Ron Stein Marc Stiffler Justin Stoll Joel Strauss Gabrielle Streep Jane Strobel Stacie Subbie Robert Talmo III Sam Tepper Arthur Thomas III Jason Thompson

Kat Thompson Karyn Toffolo Nicholas Turner Shanice Turner Katie Van Haasteren Rob Ventura Thomas Ventura Michael Veytsman Stephen Voelker Ian Walker Mike Walker Emily Wallden Dayna Warren Laura Webb Colin Weber MattheWetlesen

Matt Wuest David Wyatt Joshua Zinman Jessica Zuber Guenevere ZuckerJudy Wheeler Brian Williams Tariq Williams Andrew Wong Katerina Wong

Congratulations from
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times

St. Bartholomew Celebrates Graduation
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew Interparochial School
celebrated graduation in a ceremony
held on Friday evening, June 9, 2006
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church in Scotch Plains.

Reverend John Paladino, pastor,
and Sister Louise Lauretti, M.P.F.,
principal, presented diplomas to the
following eighth-grade graduates:
Rebecca Amberg, Lindsey Brid,

Alexandra D’Aluisio, Gina DeFalco,
Adele Delaney, Meghan Denman,
Christopher Freeman, Caitlin Gartner,
Alyssa Hetem, Shanice Huggins,
Ebentz Hyppolite, Elizabeth Jones,
Amy Kocot, Megan Kuhrt, Melissa
Marks, Alexander Rivas, Matthew
Sawchuk, Evan Schoendorf, Claire
Shashaty, Colleen Sweeney and Ben-
jamin-Paul Velarde.

Alexandra D’Aluisio received the

award for General Excellence, a gift
of $250 donated by the St.
Bartholomew Home School Asso-
ciation and the St. Bartholomew
Holy Name Society. The awards for
High Honors, gifts of $150 donated
by the St. Bartholomew Rosary Al-
tar Society and St. Bartholomew
Holy Name Society, were presented
to Christopher Freeman and Adele
Delaney.

SP Resident Graduates
6th Grade at Oak Knoll

SUMMIT – Scotch Plains resident
Amanda Russoniello was one of 32
graduates from the sixth grade of Oak
Knoll School of the Holy Child in
Summit.

Russoniello will continue her edu-
cation in Oak Knoll’s Upper School
this September. She enjoys fashion,
dance, gymnastics, acting and sports.

6th Graders Graduate
From Pingry School

SHORT HILLS – The Pingry
School held its sixth grade gradua-
tion on Friday, June 9, at the Short
Hills campus. The event celebrated
the completion of the students’ Lower
School studies.

Among the graduates were Julia
Fischer, Kevin Fischer and Rebecca
Wynne of Westfield. goleader.com/subscribe
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David Ackerman Casey Ackermann David Adams Kristin Aguero Jason AndersonYasemin Alev Lisa Aliche Michael Amjady Katharine Anderson Kevin Anderson James Arbes Mohamed Bakeer Charles Barber Joshua Barer Dana Barrasso Rachel Barrett

Faith Barton Christopher Bayne Miriam Becker-
Cohen

Erin Beck Jessica Bender Julie Bennett Lauren Bentivegna Norite Bercovicz Jeffrey Bergo Caitlyn Berkowitz Jennie Berman Lee Bernstein Robert Bertoni Nikki-Lee Birdsey Maurice BlackmonMichael Bialick

Kevin Block John Bogatko Thomas Bottini Amy Bourke Alissa Bowers Kyler Boyd John Boyle George Braun Alison Bridgman Sarah Brois Nicholas Brownstone Andrew Brunhofer Zachary Bullek Brian Burdulia Mark Burkhardt Michael Burns

Krista Burslem Christopher Byrne Megan CamilloBryan Callahan Dylan Calvert Craig Campbell Stephen Caprario Dakota Carey Christopher Cassett Justine Cassidy Michelle Catenacci Justin Cesario Gabriela Chabrier Lawrence Chan Jonathan Chananie Rachel Charatan

Abby Chazanow Lisa Chen Katherine ClarkJeanine ClarkKaren CifuentesJustin ChouRaymond Chen Janice ColbertJesse CohnBrendan ClineEmily CleavesWilliam Clarke Erin CooperKarolyn CookMaura ConnollyChristina Collucci

Jane Eilbacher Alissa Eisenberg Lindsay Elbaum Craig Ellis Isabelle Encarnacion Salvatore Esposito Anthony Fabiano Rachel Fallig Laura Fernandez Kristina Fietkiewicz Vincent Fiorino Christine Fitzpatrick Mary-Kate Flannery Allison Fleder Kyle Fleming Kerilyn Foley

Kevin Devaney Louis Devita Lindsey Devlin Michael Diaz Gianna DiFrancesco Sarah Dobson Timothy Dohm Dina Dondiego Monica Doss Monica Dreyer Margaret Driscoll William Dudley IV David Dunn Diana Dunnan Matthew Early Jessica Edge

Joseph Corea Alexandra Cortese Samantha Coulson Stephen Cruikshank Brandon Cuba Ashley Cunningham Christina Daly Arielle Dance Patrick Daurio Nicholas De Rosa Brian Debbie Rebecca Defazio Matthew DeJesus Katherine DeProspero Christine Deserio Matthew DeSorbo

Michael Fontenelli Kristen Fortino Harrison Fox Courtney Fox-Sherman Tiffany Frasier Clare Frattarola Daniel Freire Thomas Fringer Lucy Fromtling Alan Futran John Gagliano Jesse Garfinkel Adam Gaskill Pierce Gaynor Justin Gelb Sarah Gerber

Joshua Gerckens Kyle Gillyard James Gockel Sarah Godfrey Jeffrey Goldstein Diana Goodman Andrea Gordon Kaitlin Gorman Jessica Graham Marcus Graham Evita Green Erica Greene Tyler Greenfield Amanda Gross Ryan Gundrum Kunal Gupta

James Gutierrez George Handza III Ben Harel Talisah Harrison Andrew Hatfield Lucila Healy Lauren Heffernan David Hennessey Jessica Heo Brent Hewitt Eric Hewitt Meaghan Higgins Joshua Hill Samantha Hirtler James Hoban Jillian Hobson

Alexander Hodara Julianne Hodges Andrea Hollander Benjamin Holt P. Sebastian Hove Cristina Insinga Katherine Itz Erik Jacobsen Matthew Jakobvic Minkyu Jang Cooper Jardine Katherine Jarmas William Jenkins Ryan Joblon Kristopher KaganJillian Hobson

Alexander KaoMatthew Kamel Noelle Kandigian David Kaplow Rebecca Karmin Jason Kealy Michael Kenny Thomas Kent Jayshawn King Lindsay Kleiman Lauren Koepfler Angelina Kozak Jennifer Kujawski Jaclyn Lack Emma Laird Lucija Landeka

The Westfield High School Class of 2006

Service League Announces
Donations to Local Groups

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the an-
nual May luncheon of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League vol-
unteers, Mary Graham, Chairwoman
of the Gifts and Donations Commit-
tee, presented the list of recipients
who will be awarded donations from
the league.

This year’s donations total $38,000
and reflect league members’ efforts
throughout the year operating the
Thrift Shop located at 1730 East Sec-
ond Street in Scotch Plains.

Among the recipient organizations
were The Arc, benefiting people with
developmental disabilities and their
families, $1200; Camp Bret-En-
deavor, $100; Center for Hope Hos-
pice, Inc., $2,300; Central New Jer-
sey Brain Tumor Group, $500;
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
$1,750; CONTACT We Care, $1,200;
Delphi Team-Student Leadership
Conference, $800, and Emmanual
Cancer Foundation, $750.

Others included the Fanwood Arts
Council, $200; Fanwood Memorial
Library, $700; Fanwood Rescue
Squad, $1,500; Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Girl Scouts, $500; Flintlocks,
Boy Scouts of America, $500; His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, $750, and the Interfaith
Council for the Homeless, $1,500.

Additional recipients were Jump
Start Preschool Program, $500; Men-
tal Health Association of Union
County, $500; Mobile Meals of
Westfield, $500; PAL of Scotch Plains,
$250; Resolve Community Counsel-
ing Center, Inc., $1,500; Scholarship
Fund for Fanwood and Scotch Plains
students, $14,500, and the Scotch
Plains Public Library, $1,000.

Rounding out recipient groups were
the Scotch Plains Welfare Depart-
ment, $500; Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center, $800; Union County
Rape Crisis Center, $500; Westfield
Day Care Center, $500; YMCA of

Fanwood-Scotch Plains, $1,000;
YWCA Eastern Union County, Bat-
tered Women, $800, and Youth and
Family Counseling Service of
Westfield, $700.

The Thrift Shop will be open dur-
ing July and August on a summer
schedule. Hours of operation are 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday through Satur-
day in July and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday in August.

For more information or directions
to the shop, please call (908) 322-
5420 during business hours. Infor-
mation on becoming a volunteer can
be obtained by calling the Member-
ship Chairwoman at (908) 322-8496.

La Leche League Sets
Meeting For July 12

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, holds
meetings on the second Wednesday of
each month.

The next meeting will be held on
July 12 at 10 a.m. at Tamaques Park,
located off of Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield. Participants are asked to
meet at the playground area near the
tennis courts and to bring a brown bag
lunch.

Topics of discussion will include
“The Normal Course of Breastfeeding
and Avoiding Difficulties” and “De-
veloping a Parenting Style That Feels
Right.”

New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are wel-
come to attend La Leche League meet-
ings to learn more about breastfeeding,
have their questions answered and meet
other breastfeeding mothers.

In the event of rain, please call Mari
at (908) 233-6513 or Arlene at (908)
789-4772 for the meeting location.
For more information about the La
Leche League, please visit the website
at www.lalecheleague.org.

A Concerned Grandmother Writes: My
29-year-old son and his two-and-a-half-
year-old daughter are returning to the
town where I’ve spent my life. Although
he has a good job, is getting daycare for
his daughter and has a nice apartment, he
wants me to be an involved grandmother
to “Jodie” (disguised name). He wants to
visit, have dinner together occasionally
and, if possible, baby-sit when he cannot
find, nor afford, a babysitter.

I have a basic problem with this; Jodie
was the result of an affair he had with
someone who later left him and the child
for another man, and has moved out of the
country. I don’t feel this is a “real” grand-
child, and I will never forgive my son for
the shame of his behavior. At the same
time, I am a religious woman, and I know
I should forgive, but find this difficult.
Please guide me.

Answer: I assume you feel both pain
and anger towards your son. Let’s look at
the facts. Jodie’s mother deserted; your
son remained and is raising the child in
what appears to be a loving manner. He
has set up a home for both of them and has
not asked to live with you. He works,
takes care of Jodie’s needs and wants a
loving relationship with his mother and
his daughter.

Why punish him and the child for “his
behavior”? Why brand her as an unreal
grandchild? She is your son’s flesh and
blood. If you don’t reach out in an accept-
ing manner, you will lose the potential
loving relationship of a caring son (and
granddaughter). Please speak to your
minister/priest/rabbi and/or to a profes-
sional clinician to help you forgive and
heal and open your heart and arms to
special people. Good luck.

A Teen Writes: I am 12 years old. My
mom thinks you can help me. I found out
that my boyfriend and best girlfriend have
been e-mailing and seeing each other.
“Mary” (disguised name) said that he
forced her to kiss him and she didn’t want
to hurt his feelings. He said she flirted
with him so he wanted to see how it felt to
make out with two girls. Should I drop

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Grandmother Should Accept
Son and Granddaughter

him and continue to be friends with Mary,
or stop seeing her and forgive him for
being a jerk?

Answer: Did you say you were 12 years
old? I hope relationships get better for
you as you grow older. I would wish them
well and go on and find a new boyfriend
and faithful girlfriends. Trust is the most
important characteristic in a person and I
would try to find others whom you can
trust. Trust me!

An Inquisitive Reader Writes: A good
friend of mine is a mental health clinician.
I would think that she would also be an
expert in the field of parenting, since she
understands human relationships. She can
be demanding and critical at times; most
of the time she talks to them as if she is
their therapist and her children are the
patients. I have heard her sit and analyze
a situation rather than take a stand, set
limits, etc. I hear that, too often, the chil-
dren of therapists have real adjustment
problems. True?

Answer: I don’t know where you obtain
your “facts.” I do not agree. Clinicians are
human beings and parents. I would hope
that they can be objective in their parent-
child relations and provide healthy and
appropriate patterns of behavior.

There may be those who bring their
psychological tools into the parenting
scene, but I would hope they would be
careful and not confuse the clinical role
with the parental role. Sometimes we
have to be made aware when our behavior
is not appropriate, regardless of our field
of expertise.

Many, many years ago, my daughter
Brooke came to me and said, (I’m para-
phrasing), “Dad, you do a lot of public
speaking about how to be a good parent,
how to talk about everyday issues over
dinner, spend time playing, etc. and yet,
you are out speaking, and we don’t see
you most evenings.”

She was right on target and helped me
realize that I was not available (at times)
during crucial stages in my children’s
lives. Boy, did I rearrange my time! Out
of the mouth of babes…!

Melissa Loewinger Attains
Girl Scout Gold Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Community of Girl
Scouts, part of the Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council, has an-
nounced that Melissa Loewinger has
earned the Girl Scout Gold Award –
the highest award in Girl Scouting.

A member of Troop 621, Melissa
has been a Girl Scout for
11 years and earned her
Silver Award in 2003. She
is the daughter of Ronald
and Arlene Loewinger of
Scotch Plains.

To attain the Gold
Award, a Girl Scout must
earn four additional in-
terest project patches; the
Career Exploration Pin,
designed to expand her
knowledge of career
choices; the Senior Girl Scout Lead-
ership Award, involving 30 hours of
leadership; the Girl Scout Challenge
of Living the Promise and the Law,
and finally, design and carry out a
Gold Award project.

The project requires the Senior

Scout’s commitment and effort, with
a minimum of 50 hours of her own
time, and should reflect something
in which the scout has a personal
interest and for which she can use
her talents and strengths.

For her project, entitled “Spice Up
Your Life,” Melissa pursued her in-

terest in improving the
lives of senior citizens by
organizing the library at
Scotch Plains Senior
Housing and providing
crafts sessions for the resi-
dents. She alphabetized
and categorized the thou-
sands of books that were
overflowing the shelves
and provided a library cata-
logue of books, plus a car-
pet and posters to decorate

the room.
Melissa said she enjoyed meeting

and working with the seniors during
the crafts sessions and feels she “added
a little brightness to the décor with the
displays of completed projects and
posters of photographs of the events.”
She has arranged for and encouraged
other scouts to conduct crafts activi-
ties with the seniors.

Melissa will be a senior this fall at
The Pingry School’s Martinsville cam-
pus, where she is an honor roll student.
Her activities include being captain of
the Varsity Cheerleaders, managing
editor of The Pingry Record, a mem-
ber of the track team and principal
violist with the Upper School Orches-
tra. She also is a violist with the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, New Jersey
Region II Orchestra and the NJYS
Ambassador Quartet, and has volun-
teered at Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital in the Adaptive Swim Program
for the past three years.

Melissa was selected as an All-
American Cheerleader in 2005 and
also is attending the Governor’s
School in Creative Writing.

Melissa Loewinger

Knights to Sponsor
Talk on Opus Dei

WESTFIELD – The Knights of
Columbus of Westfield will sponsor a
talk on Opus Dei, a subject that has
generated much interest through the
release of the book and recent movie
The Da Vinci Code.

The talk will take place on Tues-
day, July 25, from 8 to 9 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, located at
2400 North Avenue on the Scotch
Plains-Westfield border next to
Charlie Brown’s restaurant.

John F. Coverdale, author of the
book “Uncommon Faith: The Early
Years of Opus Dei, 1928-1943” will
speak on the history and purpose of
this organization. This program is
open to the general public.

Congratulations from
The Westfield Leader
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Respect and Courtesy Serve
As Pillars For Free Society

By REV. DR. DARLA DEE
TURLINGTON

We have just celebrated the anni-
versary of our country’s founding,
experienced as a celebration of our
freedoms. American citizens have
more freedoms than most nations to-
day or throughout history.

I saw them in action at the high
school graduation June 22. Freedom
of association, as hundreds of gradu-
ates and family members crowded
into the armory. Freedom of speech,
as class presidents and invited speak-
ers sang the praises of the young
adults graduating. The freedom of
youthfulness, as students batted the
traditional beach ball above their
capped heads. Freedom of expres-
sion, as the audience booed the prin-
cipal who requested that the distrac-
tion cease.

Freedom to try to embarrass your
friend or sibling by blasting a horn
when his or her name was called.
Freedom to be thoughtless, as when
the parent in the row ahead of me
sounded his horn until it ran out of
steam, even though no one in our
quadrant could hear the next several
names of graduates as they were called
up. What if the parent of one of those
grads was subject to the deafening
horn and missed their child’s mo-
ment of recognition?

Freedom to celebrate your child
but not his or her whole class, as
parents of graduates with last names
early in the alphabet began to talk and
exit, though half the class remained
to be graduated.

The formal presentations were as
brief, to the point, and organized as
could be expected. The music was
wonderful. The graduates truly were
worthy of applause. But as the pro-
gram continued, the atmosphere be-
came more and more zoo-y. The party
that rightly follows the formal cer-
emony was inserted into the midst of

it and it was confusing and uncom-
fortable.

Social conventions have developed
for a reason – so that groups of di-
verse people can share a space and
event comfortably and respectfully.
If audience behavior at graduation is
typical, then my own generation has
lost its sense of propriety and gra-
ciousness.  And it is a huge loss. The
behavior I witnessed will breed
assertiveness, then aggressiveness,
and in time such gatherings will have
to be banned for safety reasons.

Think about it, people. Your little
moment of silliness can only have
value if it’s unusual. When everyone
claims the same freedom to express
their moment of foolish antic or self-
centered assertion, there will be chaos,
and no one will have fun or find
meaning at ceremonious occasions.

So I propose to future graduates
and their families: give up the beach
ball until exiting, if you can; if your
youthfulness finds that impossible,
toss it only between speakers (it re-
ally is rude to cause such a distraction
when someone is speaking). Give up
the horns (they are painfully shrill,
way too loud and not as meaningful
as your own two hands clapping).

Come for the class’ graduation, not
just your kid’s (I suspect your kid is
there for the class, not for you, so get
with the program). When the last name
is called, celebrate with all the enthu-
siasm you can muster. But until then,
concentrate with all the attention you
can muster on the ceremony itself. Its
very formality will protect your free-
dom, and those of all others present.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is senior pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

FAITH OF THE YOUNG…On June 4, Temple Emanu-El of Westfield confirmed
37 tenth-grade students from the region. Pictured, from left to right, are: seated,
David Gronlund-Jacob, Rabbi Jennifer Clayman, Rabbi Douglas Sagal, Cantor
Martha Novick, Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor and Barry Merer; first row, Jaclyn
Lazarus, Alison Lambert, Marlee Austin, Carolyn Raphael, Adrienne Spiegel,
Julie Reich, Lauren Brachman, Claire Harris, Lindsay Tishberg and Rachel
Ganz; second row, Jamie Freeman, Jessica Sheft-Ason, Danielle Tepper, Sari
Schwartz, Samantha Traiman, Amie Berlant, Kelly Seeger and Lindsay Traiman;
third row, Daniel Liebowitz, Max Lazar, Charles Tripp, Michael Forman, Evan
Einstein, Benjamin Flast, Michael Weinberg and Benjamin Maimon; fourth row,
Matthew Gelmetti, Zachary Schwartz, Ryan Kuppersmith, Ross Kleiman, Wil-
liam Geltzeiler, Michael Rediker, Adam Blank, Samuel Ross, Evan Merkelson
and Robert Hopkins, IV. Not pictured is Lauren Jamie Weiner.

Lions Recognize Students;
Elect Officers For 2006-07

GARWOOD – The Garwood Lions
Club recently honored several local
students and also elected its officers
for the club year 2006-2007.

During the annual Eighth Grade
Commencement Exercises for the
Garwood Public Schools, the club rec-
ognizes graduates by presenting them
with United States Savings Bonds.

Kvita Kulchytsky and Stephen Greet
were awarded the Donald Boyden
Memorial Award for overall academic
excellence. Kvita also received the
Daniel F. Snyder Memorial Award,
which is given to the student achieving
the highest average in science.

In addition to the savings bonds, the
Lions also awarded scholarships to

Garwood students graduating from
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. The presentations were made at
the annual awards ceremony prior to
graduation. This year’s scholarship
winners were Jenna Nierstedt and
David Menching.

A new slate of officers was elected
during the reorganization meeting in
May at B.G. Fields Restaurant in
Westfield. Assuming their duties this
month will be Jim Marano, president;
Nick Sabatelli, first vice president;
Peggy Briggs, second vice president;
Mary Maszczak, recording secretary;
Christine Guerierro, corresponding
secretary; Walter Maszczak, Treasurer,
and Angelo Alimonti, Lion Tamer.

Part of an international service or-
ganization, the Garwood Lions collect
used eyeglasses, which are recycled;
sponsor the borough’s annual Hallow-
een parade and offer financial support
to various local and state vision-re-
lated projects and numerous borough
organizations.

For more information about the Li-
ons organization and to learn about
membership, please call Peggy Briggs
at (908) 654-4977.

First Baptist Welcomes
Kids to ‘Fiesta’ VBS

WESTFIELD – Children entering
pre-kindergarten through fifth grade
are invited to attend the “Fiesta”
Vacation Bible School at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, located
at 170 Elm Street.

The program will take place Mon-
day through Friday, July 24 to 28,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. each day. It is
designed to provide youngsters with
fun activities while fostering friend-
ships and lasting memories.

For further information, please
call the First Baptist Church office
at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

The Hobbit and ‘Dinoman’
On Tap at SP Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area families
are invited to participate in the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s summer read-
ing programs, this year featuring the
theme “Paws, Claws, Scales and Tales.”

Various free activities are planned
for youngsters in preschool through
fifth grade, among them perfor-
mances, prize drawings, storytelling,
crafts and a reading club.

“Dinoman,” portrayed by Bob
Lisaius, will visit the library on Thurs-
day, July 13, at 10 a.m. He will use his
expertise in fossils to explore the life
and times of a variety of dinosaurs.

Participants also will have an op-
portunity to examine such items as
bugs in amber; petrified wood, gas-
troliths and real dinosaur bones. The
Dinoman program has been made
possible by gifts from the New Jersey

State Library, the New Jersey Library
Association and the Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

Additionally, the Traveling Lan-
tern Theatre Company will present a
performance of The Hobbit on Tues-
day, July 25, at 6:30 p.m. This classic
adventure tale is described as suit-
able for children of all ages.

The reading program will conclude
on Wednesday, August 2, with a party
from 10 a.m. to noon. The party will
feature the Happy Tales Pets petting
zoo, face painting, refreshments,
games and other activities.

The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or a full schedule
of events, please call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 209,  or visit the library’s
website, www.scotlib.org.

D.A.R. Chapter Posts
New Slate of Officers
WESTFIELD – During its May

meeting, the Westfield Chapter of
the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (D.A.R.) elected its officers to
serve for the next two years.

They include Regent Stephanie
Mannino, First Vice Regent Nancy
Hatfield, Chaplain Lillian Roesch,
Recording Secretary Lauramae Cut-
ler, Corresponding Secretary Mary
Ellen Lawson, Treasurer Peggy
Husch, Registrar Jane Gross, and
Historian-Librarian Nellie Jester.

Caregivers to Gather
On Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for the elderly or
chronically ill will meet on Monday,
July 10, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Amy Santoriello David Schaffer Christopher Scharpf Alexander Schoch Edward Schwahl Daniel Scwartz Richard Scialabba Eric Scrudato Andrew Shaffer Ryan Sharkey Benjamin Shiffman David Shottland Kaitlyn Shulman Andrew Siegel Allison Siko Brandon  Simmons

Brittany Simone Emily Singer Anne  Sinisi Sarah St. Lifer Cowles Stewart Katlin SwadoshZal SpialterKathleen Solan Diana SpiridigliozziRachel Smith Christina SofkaMatthew SnowdenElizabeth SmithAndrew SkibitskyJennifer SipeLauren Sinnenberg

Jeffrey Thomashow Caitlin Thrower Tad WalshThomas Taylor Ashley Thomas Alyson Tieman Alan Tso Rachel Tucker Ralph Turlington Jennifer Urciuoli Evan Vanarelli Jenna Vandervort Kayla Vandervort Mary WalshMegan Vandervort Casey Vitanza

Matthew Waters Kevin WicksAnthony WichoskiDaniel WhitneyTyler WhitlockRyan WhiteheadJacqueline Wendel Nicholas WilliamsEric WilliamsColin WillardVictor Wikander Brian YeeAnny WuJustin WolfJeremy WolfPamela Wilson

Michael Yee Alex ZierlerJennifer ZhuYuchen ZhangHenry ZervasJulie Ann ZenarosaAnton Yudin Samantha Zucker

Jennifer Lane Sofia Larsson Guglielmo Laurenzi Stephanie Lederman Hanna Lee June Lee Andrew Lent Matthew Leong Rachel Leopold Caroline Leung Bryan Levine Alexander Lewis Philip Li Feng Liang Matthew Liebowitz Xiao-Yang Lin

Jameson Lipe Jessica Lipschutz Caitlin Lisooey Kari Lobrutto Stephanie Lopes Adam Lorentzen Rachael Louie Cathal Luddy Caroline Luppescu Tyler Maccubbin Jennifer Machlowitz Erin Mack Richard Madaras Caitlin Mahoney Jonathan Maimon Michael Mandelbaum

Michael Manders Samantha Manetti Stephen Markowski Shaun Mason Jonathan Massa JoAnn Mathew Timothy Mathews Pamela Mattielli Kevin McAlister Kayla McDermott Kaitlin McGovern Anna McGrath Daniel McGrory Kevin McMahon Jeffrey Meierdierck Matthew Melino

Marilyn Mench Chelsea Mendoza John Meredith Darian Merlonghi Callie Meserole Jennifer Metz Thomas Meylor Lauren Miceli Norman Michalek Kimberly Milan Samantha Miller Jessica Minsky Lauren Mitchell Samantha Mooney Aaron Moore Thomas Morabito

Stephen Morrison James Morton Jessica Moskowitz Robert Mroz Kyle Murray Michael Murray Joseph Mutz Benjamin Nanna Adam Nassirpour Julia Nelson Daniel Nemeth Neal Nemiroff Ravenna Neville Alexandra Nish Michael Noblett Bryan Nolan

Victor Nolasco Daniel Noonan Thomas O’Brien Carly Oliff Jillian Olsen Giovanna Pafumi Carrie Palumbo Eunice Park Danielle Partenope Max Pastuzyn Sarah Patankar Christian Patterson Robert Pavleszek Steven Pazdro Stacey Perlman Jeffrey Perrella

Kara Petersen Andrew Petrsoric Annie Peyton William Picaro Christopher Pinheiro Courtney Pogue Jessica Porter Amanda Posniak Joseph Pregenzer Peter Protogiannis Alexandra Psyhojos Andrew Ratner Jason Rea Kathryne Read Holly Reed Caitlin Reilly

Luke Ricci Thomas Ricciuti Elizabeth Riddle Michael Ring Harrison Roberts Ameer Rogers Sarah Rogers Terron Rogers Mariel Rosen Steven Royston Kelly Ruhl Jayne Ruotolo Kristen Ryan Julian Safar Chelsea Saggio Jason Salomon

Not pictured: Jaclyn Baker, Mark Boyle, Michelle Brotman, Andrew Chaves,
Pamela Church, Brent Curcio, Sarah Degel, Andrew Demos, Shereza Deonarine,
Aris Doutis, Rachael Ettinger, Christopher Gallego, Rebecca Gorelick, Matteo
Guasconi, Angela Jenkins, Nicholas Johnson, Jessamyn Leib, Dennis Linares,
Elizabeth Manning, Chang-Yang Park, Lily Suda, Thomas Texier, Britney Timm
and James Trimble

Clubs & Organizations?
See

goleader.com/organizations

Congratulations from
The Westfield Leader
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Ileen Cuccaro
Sales Associate

908-233-6439
ileen-cuccaro@burgdorff.com

Warren Rorden
Sales Associate
908-233-6607
warren-rorden@burgdorff.com

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

TWO STELLAR AGENTS

GANO’S TWO-RUN HR TIES IT, SEMPLE’S SAC WINS IT

St. Jude Fulfills Quest, Edges
St. Al, 10-9, in Bottom of 7th

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing, 9-3, in the bottom of the
sixth inning, St. Jude’s quest for a
victory seemed impossible in its
showdown with St. Aloysius in St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood on June 28.

However, a miracle occurred, the
skies opened with a ray of light and
the St. Jude men went on a six-run
rampage, capped by Sal Gano’s two-
run home run, in the sixth inning to tie
the score. Then, after holding St. Al
scoreless in the seventh, the “men on
a mission” claimed a dramatic 10-9
triumph when Harry Semple launched
an RBI sacrifice fly to right field to
bring home Jim Hoelzel with the win-
ning run.

Gano finished 2-for-3 with three
RBI and a run scored, Semple also
singled and scored a run and Hoelzel
also had two singles. St. Jude’s Pat
Luongo had a key two-run double
and a single and scored twice. Gerry

Spitzer, who scored a run, blasted a
double off the screen in the seventh to
set up the winning run and team cap-
tain Tony Perfilio drilled an RBI
double and scored a run. Tom Litterio

had an RBI single, an RBI sac fly and
scored a run.

St. Aloysius leadoff hitter Joe
DeChiaro rapped two singles and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

LANZANO LAUNCHES 2 HRS; MITCHELL DBL, 1B, RBI

WF Blue 12s Stop Cranford
In Cal Ripken Baseball, 5-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Proving that a friendly rivalry could
bring out the best in teams, the
Westfield Blue and Cranford 12-year-
old baseball teams turned in nearly
flawless defensive efforts in the sec-
ond round of the Cal Ripken District
tournament at Gumbert Field in
Westfield on July 1. However, three
spectacular fielding plays and two
home runs by slugger John Lanzano
paved the way for a 5-1 Westfield
Blue victory.

“Both teams played well. We had
some good hits. Westfield batted very
well today and took advantage of a
couple of long balls. They beat us on

those long balls. It was a well-played
game, good fielding, a lot of close
plays,” said Cranford Head Coach
Sal Gargiulo.

Lanzano blasted a monumental solo
home run in the top of the third to give
Westfield a 3-1 lead then capped off
the scoring with a two-run shot in the
fourth. Nathan Mitchell smacked a
double and an RBI single and John
DeDea tapped two singles. Jake Ziff
went 1-for-1 with a run scored and an
RBI and Taylor Friss singled. Lead-
off batter Joe Rinaldi walked three
times and stole two bases. Brett Ryan
scored a run. Tommy Malley and
Evan Friedman both drew walks,
Brendan Seery drilled two sharp

grounders back to the mound and
Zach Chodor drilled one sharp
grounder back to the mound. Starting
pitcher Michael Woods ripped two
hard grounders to shortstop.

Cranford put together 10 hits and
first baseman Chris Pytlowany con-
tributed a double and an RBI single.
Kurt Rutmayer went 2-for-2 and Tim
Mason went 1-for-1. Steven
Guarriello singled, stole a base and
scored Cranford’s only run. Sean
McGovern, Robert Jotantos, Anthony
DaSilva and Peter Hopkins all con-
tributed a single. Eric Gargiulo tagged
the ball twice to deep centerfield but
both shots were caught. Vinny

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FREISEN, COOK LASH HOMERS; REDDING ADDS 3 RBI

Watson Softball Men Level
McClellan Ave. Gang, 15-5

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Little or no mercy was offered when
the Watson Avenue men in blue
trounced the McClellan softball men
with a merry go-around of 12 runs in
the first inning that led to a 15-5 win
in the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association (FOMSA) at Forest Road
Park in Fanwood on June 28.

Of the 17-hit battering, Watson had
the good fortune to get three runs
from the “metal stick” of Jay Cook
who blasted two key homers. Chris
Freisen cracked a two-run homer,
Quinten Redding hammered a three-
run double and Lee Musler banged
out a single, doubled and tripled for a
productive three RBI day. Pitcher
Mike Jascow punched two hits and
scored a run. Jimmy McKeon’s speed
earned him two singles, a double and
a run scored. Bob Koket and Greg
Freisen each produced RBI singles.

Watson pitcher Jascow limited
McClellan to just nine hits, four by
leftfielder Colin Osborn. Paul Stofa
ripped two triples, singled and had
three RBI and Noel Zeh punched out
two hits.

The Macs put two runs on the board
in the top of the first. Osborn and
Adam Borchin singled. Chuck
Amsheyus bopped an RBI sacrifice
and Stofa smacked a stinging single
that scored Borchin.

Twelve blue shirts trampled home
in the bottom of the inning and four of
those runs came on Freisen’s and
Cook’s homeruns. McKeon singled
and doubled in the inning. Koket

added a single and scored a run and
Redding banged a three-run double.
Freisen added an RBI sacrifice and
Musler slapped a single, doubled and
had two RBI. Pitcher Jascow helped
his cause with a two-run single.

With the call of “let’s get some hits
and be smart on the base paths,”

McClellan scraped up a run in the
second when Noel Zeh singled and
scored on a sharp line drive by Osborn.
Defensively, Cook pulled off a mag-
nificent behind the shoulder running
snag in right field.

One Watson man came home in the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT SECOND BASE…St. Jude’s Pat Luongo slides safely into second for a two-run double in the sixth inning
as the ball flies in front of St. Aloysius shortstop Joe DeChiaro.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT THE PLATE…Westfield Blue’s Nathan Mitchell is tagged out at the plate by Cranford catcher Anthony DaSilva
in the third inning of the Cal Ripken District tournament.

The Westfield Recreation Department

North Fork Bank
and

present

ROCK  N’ ROLL SUMMER ‘06
 HOLD THE DATE:

Monday, July 17th, 7PM at Tamaques Park for . . .

The Westfield Recreation Department, in sponsorship

with North Fork Bank, extends an invitation to our

Westfield residents, friends and neighbors to

HOLD THE DATE – and join us for our 2nd dynamic

“concert in the park” – featuring one of the exceptional

versatile, and unique singing groups of our time ~

THE CLASSICS ~ known for such hits as “Till Then”,

“All of a Sudden My Heart Sings”, “I’ll Be Seeing You”,

“Somewhere” and much MORE!  Hope to see you in

JULY “under the stars” for a great night of family fun.

 Bring along your chairs
 and blankets!

The Classics
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Watson Men Level
McClellan, 15-5

WF Blue 12s Stop Cranford
In Cal Ripken Baseball, 5-1
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Colaneri had two plate appearances
while Brent Caramanica and Robert
Mulled each had one.

Cranford pitchers Gargiulo and
Rutmayer yielded eight hits, struck
out two batters and walked five.
Westfield Blue pitchers Woods,
Mitchell and Ryan combined for five
strikeouts, walked one and hit two
batters.

Westfield Blue resorted to a little
“Billy Ball” in the top of the first.
Rinaldi led off with a walk, Ziff laid
down a bunt single and Ryan moved
both runners into scoring position
with another bunt. After a strikeout,
Mitchell hopped an RBI single to
right then Cranford catcher DaSilva
ended further threats with a nice catch
of a pop-up.

Cranford tied the score 1-1 in the
bottom of the inning when Guariello
singled and later scored on
Pytlowany’s single to right. In the
second DeDea had a bunt single and
later scored on Ziff’s sacrifice fly to
center to give Westfield a 2-1 lead. In
the bottom of the inning, Westfield
averted disaster when Woods initi-
ated a slick pitcher-to-short (Ryan)-
to-first (Rinaldi) double play to pre-
vent Cranford from scoring.

In the third, Lanzano crushed his
solo homer over the centerfield fence
then, in the bottom of the inning,
Cranford had the bases loaded with two
outs and DaSilva ripped a liner to left
but Ziff made a great snag, once again

preventing Cranford from scoring.
“We knew it was going to be tough

because we did lose to them in this
same tournament last year or the year
before,” said Westfield Blue Coach
Jeff Ryan. “They are solid. Their
pitcher threw hard. I think the advan-
tage was, when we had the coin toss
and we didn’t win it, it was an advan-
tage to us to get off on the right foot
on top, and we did. That shook them
a little bit. Then when we took their
rally out with a double play. From
there, our pitching was lights out.”

In the fourth, with Ryan on first
base, Lanzano cracked his two-run
shot over the right field fence to put
Westfield ahead, 5-1. In the bottom of
the inning, Cranford had the bases
loaded with no outs. Gargiulo lofted
a fly ball to center that was caught by
Lanzano near the fence. Hopkins, who
was on third, tagged up and dashed
home but Lanzano threw a bullet to
nail Hopkins at the plate.

“He’s a football player. He’s very
fast. Centerfield is a perfect spot for
him (Lanzano). He feels very com-
fortable there,” said Coach Ryan. “We
are very strong up the middle. Today,
they did exactly what they needed to
do.”

“That was a nice throw. That was
the key to the game! That was our
opportunity to come back in the
game,” said Coach Gargiulo.
Westfield 111 200 5
Cranford 100 000 1

bottom of the second. Freisen poked
a single and legged out a run on a
single by Musler. Watson plated a run
in the third to push the lead to 14-3
when Cook delivered a towering solo
home run to centerfield.

Defensively, McClellan third
baseman Steve Madden pulled off
two fine catches in the fourth then, in
the fifth, McClellan’s Osborn punched
a single and scored when Stofa
muscled a triple to center. Watson
blue maintained it’s 11-run lead, how-
ever, in the bottom of the inning when
Musler muscled a triple and McKeon
drilled an RBI double.

One bright spot came for the
McClellan gang in the top of the
seventh when Osborn singled and
Lee Marks scorched a two-out double.

“It’s not very traditional of us. Usu-
ally we score runs in the sixth and
seventh, so it was nice to get ahead
very early and kind of cruise from
there. However, I do wish we could of
spread the runs out a little more be-
cause I think that would help us a lot
more,” said Musler. “It’s been up and
down all year, however we have yet to
make a run of any kind. After last
week’s 12-5 win and then today, it’s
real nice to come out like this.”
McClellan (3-6)    2 100 101 5
Watson (7-4) (12) 110 10x 15

Midway Softballers Pummel
Poplar, 5-1, with 4 Runs in 7th

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midway Avenue was on target and
kept the Poplar Avenue men off-bal-
ance with top-notched pitching and a
blazing four-run barrage in the seventh
inning to claim a, 5-1, victory in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Associa-
tion action at Forest Park on June 30.

Midway fired off nine hits led by
Drew Koski who went 4-for-4, scored
a run and swiped two bags. Steve
Ditrilio banged two RBI, Jay White
battered an RBI single and Paul
Meade rapped a single and tripled.
Larry Loguidice singled and scored a
run and Matt Cahill had one hit.

“I felt I had real good location and
control. I didn’t walk anyone, threw

strikes and got some good defense in-
cluding three double play balls in the
first four innings,” said pitcher Pete
Lima. “I tell the guys, you got to have
defense, pitching and you got to have
hitting and I think we had it all tonight.”

Poplar managed to get nine hits off
Lima. Dave Merkel hammered two
doubles and tripled in his three at-
bats and leadoff hitter James Barba
whacked two hits and swiped a bag.
Kevin Newell and Steve Skarr each
tapped one hit. Tom Smith, Sr.  scored
the lone run, a sacrifice fly to deep
right field in the bottom of the sev-
enth.

The Midway boys plated a run in
the top of the first when Meade trig-
gered a single, bolted to second, sped
to third and dashed home safely on a
sacrifice fly ball by Ditrilio.

“Pitching excellence by both teams
and having a team play well behind
you, man oh man, that’s great softball
and that’s what happened through
five innings,” said Lima.

Defensively, Midway initiated three
fine double plays initiated by third
baseman Anthony Blasi and second
baseman Bianco. Jay White made a
leaping catch of a steaming liner and
added another fine smother of a

grounder and Bianco chased and hauled
in three dazzling shoelace catches.

The most impressive Poplar field-
ing plays came by shortstop Barber
and first baseman Dave Merkel who
bagged and tossed out three Midway
runners. Newell made an impressive
lying-on-your-back snag in the out-
field and Barba sparked two fine
putouts with Tom Smith, Sr.

Meanwhile, Midway took their of-
fensive positions and banged out four
runs in the top of the seventh. Meade
tripled and Ditrilio choked in a run.
Cahill lashed a single, swiped a couple
of bags and scored on Koski’s single.
Not satisfied, Koski pulled off a two-
bag steal and scored on a single by
Loguidice. White strutted to the plate
and directed the ball into the gap,
scoring Loguidice.

“It starts with the pitching and our
new acquisition with Pete for the last
four games allows us to play well,”
said team captain Ditrilio. “We know
he keeps us in every single game and
the bats are going to come around
sooner or later. This time it was a little
later, but with Pete we feel we are
unstoppable.”
Midway 100 000 4 5
Poplar 000 000 1 1

Sc. Pl. Men’s Softball
League Standings:

A DIVISION (June 28):
TEAM W  L T
Dunellen Hotel 12   2 0
Deegan Roofing 13   3 0
Investor Savings   9   5 0
ACI   5 11 0
Sports Medicine   5 11 0
Trinity Electric   2 14 0

B DIVISION:
TEAM W  L T
Cepp’s Vets 13   3 0
DJ’s Limousine 10   3 0
Sofa Kings 11   4 0
T&J’s   7   5 1
Delasal   6   8 0
Mortarulo Masonry   4 10 0
Hocus Pocus   2 10 0
Family Investors   2 12 1

A DIVISION: The D Boys of
Dunellen and Deegan continue to lead
the pack, as the degree of separation
has now been divided in half in this
Division. Is Trinity ever going to win
a meaningful game again in this
league? Hats off to Sports Medicine
for finally putting two productive
games together with their sweep of
ACI. As soon as ACI got some props
last week, they folded like a cheap
tent. Back in the doghouse for them!

B DIVISION: The only ones to
dance through the raindrops were
Cepps and Family Investors, as Cepps
continues to lead the pack in this
hotly contested division. DJ’s and
Sofa Kings are looking for a little
help from someone to catch the Vets,
so the last few weeks should be fun.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANKING UP FOR THE PITCH…Westfield Blue pitcher Brett Ryan really
cranks up his motion before delivering a pitch. Ryan pitched two innings of
scoreless ball against Cranford.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

Westfield $629,900
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Ranch on a deep, fan-shaped
lot, nestled on a quaint, well-manicured street. This home
features a Liv Rm; Formal Dining Room; EIK; Fam Rm; Master
Bedroom w/newer full bath; large Rec Rm in bsmt & 1 car
Garage. Updates incl: Roof, Pella wdws, furn & HWH. WSF0522

Westfield $609,000
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2 Bath split level offering formal Living
and Dining Rooms; large eat-in Kitchen, wonderful expansive
Family Room with fireplace; grade level Recreation Room and 1-
car attached garage. WSF0335

Westfield $525,000
Spacious custom brick home featuring a tiled entry Foyer, Living
Room, large formal Dining Room with columned entry, Eat-in
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, 3 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths
and a 1-car attached garage. WSF0433

Mountainside $649,900
Well-maintained 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Ranch at the end of a cul-de-
sac featuring formal Living and Dining Rooms, Family Room with
beamed ceiling and fireplace, Sunny Eat-in Kitchen with newer
appliances, hardwood floors in all Bedrooms, Master Suite, massive
Basement with great finishing potential, and a rear flagstone patio
overlooking wooded area. WSF0255

Kathleen Gwaldis
• Top Lister, Month of June
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathleen Gwaldis in, and she’ll bring results!

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A RALLY…Watson rightfielder Chris Freisen got a ‘safe-at-home’ call after pounding a towering two-
run homer despite the efforts of catcher Paul Stofa. Watson tallied 12 runs in the first inning.
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SP-F 9s Tourney Team Tops
Homdel, 9-1, Rips Cranford

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 9-year-old Scotch Plains-
Fanwood tournament All-Star team
advanced to the championship game
in the Roselle Park Youth Baseball
Tournament at Roselle Park with vic-
tories over Mountainside (14-1),
Homdel (9-1) and Cranford (28-7) in
the semifinals on July 2.

The Raiders received a star-filled
performance from pitching ace Zach
Lipshitz against Holmdel. He yielded
just four hits, fanned four batters and
walked none in four innings and re-
liever Jeffrey Rodgers allowed just
one hit and struck out three in two
innings.

Rodgers had two hits and three
RBI in the Raiders’ 10-hit perfor-
mance. Ryan McSherry rapped an
RBI double and singled, while
Lipshitz and Kevin Maxwell each
drilled RBI doubles. Danny Harcourt
and John DelSorti each slashed a
timely RBI hit. Ryan Jensen banged a
double and Garrett Zito singled.

Homdel scored a run in the bottom
of the first inning. Niko Guarino
tapped a single, swiped second and
skipped home on Gerard Nocera’s
double. The Raiders immediately tied
the score with the help of some well-
planned thievery. Maxwell took one
for his team; McSherry singled and
swiped a bag. Maxwell got a thumbs-
up to pull off a heist at home from

Head Coach Scott Rodgers and did so
successfully.

In the second, Lipshitz retired the
side, serving up just seven pitches,
then the Raiders plated three runs in
the third. Harcourt chopped a two-
out single and reached second un-
touched. Lipshitz, Maxwell and
McSherry each drilled RBI doubles.
In the bottom of the inning, the Raid-
ers executed a major league 1-3
(Lipshitz-Maxwell) double play.

In the fourth inning, Jensen walked,
Zito singled and Rodgers pummeled
a two-run single to up the lead to 6-1.
Lipshitz backed by a solid defense
retired the side on three ground balls.
The Raiders added three more runs in
the sixth. Jensen doubled and scored
on DelSorti’s single, Rodgers bashed
an RBI single and Harcourt contrib-
uted an RBI sacrifice fly.

In the sixth and seventh inning,
Rodgers took command retiring six
batters including three strikeouts to
secure the victory.

Against Cranford, the game was
halted on a mercy rule in the top of the
sixth. All 13 Raiders contributed to
mount a 32-hit punishing. Lipshitz
went 5-for-6, including three doubles,
with three RBI. Maxwell rapped three
doubles and a single and had six RBI.
McSherry and Harcourt went 5-for-5
and combined for five runs. Rodgers
pummeled four hits and three RBI.
Tyler Kovacs contributed two hits

and three RBI. J.T Bierne registered
two hits and scored a run. Zito, Isoldi
and DelSorti worked six walks,
singled and put five runs on the board.
Jensen and Kelly each poked RBI
singles.

In the top of the first, Rodgers
roped a single. Harcourt laid down a
perfect bunt and Lipshitz bashed a
two-run single. McSherry punched a
single through the gap, Jensen and
Garrett both walked to load’em up
and Zito worked an RBI walk.

The Cougar Cubs banged out five
runs off pitcher Isoldi in the bottom
of the inning. Mike Wielgus singled
and scored on Austin Bevilaque’s
double. Kevin Trotter tapped an RBI
single, Liam Duffy walked and Albert
Cargiulo banged a two-run double.
Dan DeLoya drilled an RBI triple and
Ray Knight singled home a run.
Lipshitz came to the mound and ex-
tinguished the fire.

The Raiders responded with two
runs in the second. Harcourt looped a
single. Lipshitz rifled a double to left
and Maxwell hammered a two-run
double to centerfield.

“In the game, their first pitcher was
fast but we didn’t let down, thinking
that we were going to have at least a
single. All of the people were cheer-
ing for us like ‘let’s go Ryan. Let’s go
Kevin’ and that got me excited like I
wanted to hit the ball,” said Maxwell.

Cranford tapped the plate two times
in the bottom of the inning
when Knight and Wielgus
singled and scored on
Trotter’s double to take a
7-5 lead. With the chips
down in the sixth, the SP-
F sluggers exploded with
23 runs. The game was
halted on a mercy rule af-
ter Lipshitz whacked a
two-run double.

After the game,
Harcourt said, “Coming
to the plate I just tried to
get a hit and get on base
so our team could get
some runs. The pitcher
was throwing good strikes
and I just hit them. It re-
ally felt good.”

“We never have scored
that many runs in an in-
ning. This is our second
time to the finals but over-
all we just like to play
ball, have fun and like to
win. If we lose we don’t
get down. Last year we
didn’t lose so we don’t
know about losing,” said
McSherry.

JOHNSON, BRUCIA DOUBLE; MITCHELL, 2 SINGLES

Westfield Baseball 9s Squeeze
By Branchburg Bulldogs, 10-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courage in the face of adversity
paid off when the Westfield Blue 9-
year-old travel baseball team weath-
ered a 9-0, second-inning deficit to
literally squeeze out a 10-9 victory
over a fine Branchburg Bulldog team
at Gumbert Field in Westfield on June
30. The deciding run came in the
fourth inning when Nick Kalimtzis
scored on a squeeze bunt single by
Dan Mitchell.

“What I like most is that, when we
were down, the kids just didn’t quit,”
said Westfield Blue Head Coach Al
Rabinowitz. “They kept playing and
they were never out of the game be-
cause of that effort.”

Both teams showed some streaks
of brilliance offensively and defen-
sively but the Westfield Blue made
three fine fielding plays that prevented
runs and added several more that
shortened the Bulldogs’ time at the
plate. Second baseman Joe
Manganello made a fine grab and
tossed to first to end a disastrous
second inning, in which the Bulldogs
scored nine runs. Mitchell made a
sliding circus catch in centerfield in
the fourth inning to prevent a sure
score and Jake Rabinowitz made a
fine scoop at third base and threw the
runner out at first. Brian Johnson,
playing second base, put the Westfield
Blue one out from victory when he
snagged a line drive and fired to first

for a double play in the final inning.
While playing first, Mitchell also

made a fine scoop of a ball in the dirt
to record an out. In the second inning,
first baseman Jack Bunting fielded a
slow roller down the first baseline
and tagged the runner out in time.
Branchburg third baseman Nicholas
Ferrara made a great backhand stab
to get the final out of the first inning.
Second baseman Matthew Volpe pre-
vented Westfield from scoring in the
third inning when he made a diving
catch of a line drive and fired to first
to complete a double play.

Mitchell led the Westfield Blue’s
10-hit attack with two singles, two
RBI and two stolen bases. James
Brucia drilled a two-run double and
scored a run. Johnson cracked a double
that started the Blue’s comeback and
scored a run.

“He (Johnson) was basically a cata-
lyst for our rally. He got the first hit,
which really got us going, and then he
had a game-saving double play,” said
Coach Rabinowitz. “Every inning is
a new game!”

Kalimtzis looped an RBI single
and scored twice. Matt Catanzaro and
Manganello each had RBI singles
and scored a run, Rabinowitz singled
and scored a run, Bunting had a single
and starting pitcher Kyle Rittendale
contributed a single, an RBI and a run
scored. Ron Noonan (1 RBI) and
John Lindrow each walked and scored
while Andrew Malacrea walked.

Ferrara and Eric Ciresa led the
Bulldogs’ seven hit output with two
singles each and an RBI. Matthew
Blyth and Neil Cornwell each ripped
RBI singles and Tyler Pace singled
and scored a run. Jake Howell and
Stephen McTernan each had an RBI
and a run scored. Brandon Hrabinski
and Volpe both walked and scored,
Erik Rano walked twice and had an
RBI and Nicholas Antico hit two sharp
grounders.

All nine of the Bulldogs’ runs came
in the top of the second when they
combined five hits with six free passes.
Westfield Blue matched that output
in the bottom of the inning by mixing
six hits with five walks. From that
point, both teams received strong ef-
forts from their relief pitchers.

The winning run was set up when
Kalamtzis received a leadoff walk,
advanced to second on Brucia’s
groundout and stole third. After Bull-
dog reliever Blyth recorded a
strikeout, Mitchell dropped his bunt
eight feet down the first baseline and
Kalamtzis slipped past the catcher to
score.

“They had a no-coach talk among
themselves,” said Coach Rabinowitz.
“They have been playing together for
two years. They are all great friends.
You could see it! They said, ‘we are
not letting them beat us,’ and they
came back and won the game.”
Branchburg 090 000 9
Westfield 090 10x 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY INTERESTING CALL AT SECOND BASE…Westfield 9s base runner Brian Johnson’s foot touches second base
before Branchburg shortstop Neil Cornwell can tag him. Unfortunately, Johnson was called out.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLE AT SECOND…Chris Sheil, No. 21, of the SP-F 9s travel team, singled and swiped
second safely despite the excellent efforts of two Mountainside infielders. See page 14.

WESTFIELD

This fabulous 4 bedroom, 3 ½ bath custom home offers quality design features suited for gracious indoor
or outdoor living in a wonderful environment.  A key element in its design is a spacious open floor plan
that flows perfectly for entertaining.  The kitchen & family room blend together to form a “great room” with
high ceilings, fireplace & easy access to the deck & patio.  (052001070)

WESTFIELD Newman Custom Home

Custom Home $879,000

$1,499,000

This mint-condition Cape Cod is located on a quiet tree-lined street, yet is convenient to downtown Westfield
& Scotch Plains, schools & NYC transportation.  It boasts 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, an updated kitchen, a
formal dining room and a sunny Florida room overlooking a beautifully landscaped backyard with a large
brick paver & stone patio.  Hardwood floors, central air and tasteful décor complete the appeal of this
lovely home.  Make it yours today!  DIR: North Ave. to Promenade to Channing #2389  (052001213)

Open House: Sun. 7/9  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $519,000

Newman Custom home renovated by Vincentsen boasts 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms – 4 with “en suite” baths for a total
of 5 full baths and 2 powder rooms.  5600+ SF of gracious living.  This is a “must see”  with 2 Travertine marble
surround fireplaces, 3 car garage, a mega-kitchen featuring Blue Pearl granite & hardwood, deck, a great room with
built-in cherry cabinetry, gracious formal living and dining rooms, office, recreation room, laundry room, Bluestone
patio and a private 1100 SF master bedroom suite w/a “leisure” room.  Keyless entry, parking for up to 8 cars, a
workshop area w/220 electric – on nearly ½ acre of fenced property – a dream home in every respect! (052001014)

Beautifully renovated custom Colonial with master suite.  Open floor plan, four bedrooms, 2 ½ new
baths.  A large new eat-in kitchen features granite counters, ceramic tile floor, stainless steel appliances,
wood cabinetry with European hinges.  Also new is the 2 zone central air conditioning and Timberline
roof.  Fenced rear yard, quiet tree-lined street.  DIR: Westfield Rd. to Lyde Place #2342 (052001054)

Open House: Sun. 7/9  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $579,900
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St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of June 26:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Stephen 6 2 .750
St. Anthony 6 4 .600
St. Anne 3 4 .419
St. Blaise 3 4 .419
St. Nicholas 1 9 .100

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. Luke 8 1 .889
St. Jude 5 3 .625
St. Joseph 7 4 .636
St. Mark 3 5 .375
St. Aloysius 2 6 .333

St. Jude 10, St. Aloysius 9
Pat Luongo, Sal Gano and captain

Tony Perfilio led St. Jude. Tony Radice
and Booby Guy were strong for
Alosius. See exclusive story.
St Joseph 14, St Nick 8

Ten of the 12 players had at least
one hit in the victory. St. Nick took
the loss despite three hits a piece by
Glenn Walz and Ken Blaes.
St. Anne 20, St. Nick 11

It was a tough week for St. Nick as
they took two losses. Tom Ulichny

went 5-for-5 in the win. Joe McEvoy
added three hits for St Anne. Damon
Roth and Jim Killen each had a multi
hit game for St. Nick.
St. Stephen 11, St. Jude 5

Keith Middleton and Tom
Rowbotham led St. Stephen. Harry
Semple, Jerry Riepe and Al Rezza
had great games for St. Jude.
St. Blaise 22, St. Nicholas 15

It was a slugfest, and St. Blaise
Ultimately came out on top. Tommy
Staniero, Marty Bernstein had five
hits each for the Blaisers, which also
had a strong showing by Nate
Mangeris. St. Nicholas had a strong
game from its sponsor Jeff Fried-
lander.
St. Luke 7, St. Joseph 2

Marty Marks and Karl Grossmann
led St. Luke. Scott Smith was strong
for St. Joseph in the loss.
St. Mark 15, St. Aloysius 7

Keith Gibbons led St. mark with a
home run and four RBI. Bobby Guy
and Rick Wustefeld led St. Aloysius.

SP-F Baseball 9s Tie
Mountainside, 4-4, in Six

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spirit and fun is what sports is all
about and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Mountainside 9-year old traveling
baseball players displayed both in the
first game of a double header that
ended in a tie in the SP-F Youth Base-
ball Association at Booth Field in
Scotch Plains on July 1. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood pulled off a dramatic come-
from-behind, 4-4 tie by scoring a run,
capped by a bases loaded infield fly
ball in the bottom of the fifth.

Mountainside took a 2-0 lead in the
top of the first. Kyle Bandis chopped
an infield single that forced a throw-
ing error and scored when Alex
Fresolone rapped a double to center.
Fresolone zipped across home plate
when the ball bounced astray on an
overthrow.

“When I moved over to third and
home I found myself getting into a
pickle when they threw to the plate
but I was safe at home,” said
Fresolone.

The young Raiders unloaded with
two runs in the bottom of the second.
P.J Herbert and Alan Payne yanked
singles, Matt Marino walked and Jer-
emy Haas cranked a two-run single to
centerfield.

In the top of the third, Mountainside

broke silence by adding two runs to
take a 4-2 lead. Greg Ellenberger
banged a single through the gap, Kyle
Bandics took a hit in the shoulder for
his team, then still somewhat upset,
decided to swipe third base. Up next,
John Willes pulled the trigger for a
two-run single.

“I tossed a good fastball but gave
up a couple of hits,” said SP-F start-
ing pitcher Matt Marino after tossing
three innings.

The Raiders chipped away with a
run in the fourth. Paul Lake walked,
Chris Geissler’s speed awarded him a
single and Herbert yanked a single,
scoring Lake. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
showed its moxie in the top of the fifth.
Chris Sheil burned a single, swiped
second, Marino cracked a single and
Haas was issued a free pass to load the
pods. Up next, Kyle Krutis banged a
shot up in the air that was ruled as an
infield fly, scoring Sheil from third to
knot the game at four. Both teams
failed to make a winning statement as
play was halted on a double-header
ruling after six innings of play.

“Today, late in the game, we showed
that we’re able to come back, no
matter how many runs we’re down. It
was a good game but we should have
played a little better in the outfield,”
added Haas. St. Jude Fulfills Quest, Edges

St. Al, 10-9, in Bottom of 7th
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

scored once. No. 2 hitter Bob Guy
drilled a two-run double, singled and
scored twice and No. 3 hitter Chris
Meehan singled twice, scored twice
and had an RBI. Marv Scherb had an
RBI single and an RBI sac fly.

St. Aloysius got a four-run jump in
the top of the first. DeChiaro hopped
a single to left, Guy’s fly to left was
dropped and Meehan plunked an RBI
single over short. Pitcher Tony Radice
reached safely on a throwing error as
Guy and Meehan scored then Scherb
scribbled an RBI single over second.

Consistent verbal encouragement
came from St. Jude’s Perfilio. When
his team came to bat, trailing 4-0, he
said, “We just got to hit. We hit, we
are fine.”

His words fell upon deaf ears in the
first inning but, after St. Al men Tom
Henderson and Phil Gans singled and
scored on Guy’s two-run double to
make the score 6-0, Guy got caught in
a rundown between second and third,
which gave the Jude men a shot in the
arm.

“That was a pick-me-up for us,”
said St. Al Rezza.

Perfilio added, “Let’s chip away.”
The Judes proceeded to chip away

with three runs in the bottom of the
second. Luongo and John Chupko
singled, Perfilio pounded an RBI

double, Litterio lifted his RBI sac fly
and Gano chopped an RBI single.

Second baseman Hoelzel and third
baseman Spitzer snagged back-to-back
sizzling liners to hold Aloysius score-
less in the third then DeChiaro made a
great play at shortstop to hold Jude
scoreless in the bottom of the inning.

In the Al’s fourth, Russ Voorhees
walked and eventually scored on
Thien Nguyen’s RBI single. In the
fifth, the Als took a 9-3 lead after
Radice drilled an RBI single sharply
off the arm of pitcher Chupko and
Scherb lofted his RBI sac fly. From
that point, however, Chupko buckled
down and muted the Al’s bats for the
remainder of the game.

Jude’s fateful six-run sixth inning
began with Spitzer reaching first
safely on a throwing error. Semple
singled, Rick Regenthal yanked an
RBI single and Luongo plopped a
two-run double to right. Litterio lined
an RBI single then Gano whacked his
two-run homer over the right fielder’s
head to tie the score.

In the bottom of the seventh,
Hoelzel reached safely on an error,
Spitzer doubled off the screen in left
and Semple ended the game with his
RBI sac fly.
St. Aloysius 420 120 0 9
St. Jude 030 006 1 10

OFF TO A GOOD START…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 9-year-old baseball
travel team improved to 5-0 with a 10-0 win over Roseland. Pictured in the back
row, left to right, are: Coaches Paul Laki, Joe Herbert (Head Coach), Leo Danik
(Head Coach), Scott Marino and Chris Sheil.

MAJORS BASEBALL CHAMPS…The Westfield White Sox pulled off a Game
Three, 13-0, win over the Cardinals to take home first place in the Majors best of
three Championship series on June 20 at Gumbert Field. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Parker Friedman, Kurt Kowalski, Justin Ricardo, Evan Fried-
man and Dillon Elliot; second row, Frank Scalera, Anthony Valles, Peter Ondi,
Peter Mebane, Ryan Elliot, Christian Burgdorf and Patrick Johnson; back row,
Coach Stephen Kowalksi and Assistant Coach Mark Friedman. Missing from the
photo are Assistant Coaches Rick Elliot and John Ricardo.

ARCHER TOURNAMENT WINNER…Westfield resident Keith Gibbons, man-
ager of Deegan Roofing, cherishes the first place trophy for winning the 9th
Annual Dick Archer Memorial One-Pitch Softball Tournament held May 21.
Over 25 umpires from the Greater Union County NJ ASA Association donated
their time and raised $2000 for NAMI-Union County (National Alliance on
Mental Illness), including $125 from the Association itself.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT REDHANDED…St. Aloysius base runner Bob Guy is tagged out by St.
Jude shortstop Rick Reganthal after he got caught in a rundown. Guy had a two-
run double and a single in the game.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

ELIZABETH “BETH” KRONCKE
Sales Associate

Welcome to this great side hall Colonial in charming Fanwood. The first
floor boasts a large eat-in-kitchen, first floor laundry room, powder room,
formal dining room and generous sized living room with wood burning
fireplace. Three large bedrooms complete the second floor. The additional
pluses begin with a large closet in the master bedroom which is plumbed
for future master bath, ample closets in all bedrooms and flawless red
oak floors throughout. Situated within close proximity to schools,
downtown, library and New York City transportations, this is a must see,
One owner, well loved, will not last.......... Brunner Elementary * Scotch
Plains/Fanwood High School * Park Middle School. $440,000

DIRECT: 908-233-5555 x 224
CELL: 908-337-5971

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

FANWOOD COLONIAL

elizabeth.kroncke@cbmoves.com
www.elizabethkroncke.com

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

   

Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker
Agents Nationwide-2005

908-233-5555 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

Westfield . . . Charming vintage Colonial has been impeccably maintained
by meticulous homeowners, and offers charming features such as three bay
windows, vintage moldings, natural wood trim, and hardwood floors. The
morning sun streams into the formal Living Room which features a brick
fireplace and built-in bookcases. Enjoy cooking in the large updated eat-in
Kitchen, and entertaining in the holiday-sized Dining Room. Escape to the
cozy Den, or the light-filled Sun Room addition overlooking the back deck
and landscaped yard. The home features four Bedrooms with oversized
closets, 1 ½ Baths, a Recreation Room and a ton of storage.  Enhanced by a
great location on a quiet street in the Washington School area. Call Grace
Rappa at 908-301-2019 for an appointment. “Now $599,900”.

For Westfield Listings of Homes visit my website: www.GraceRappa.com

Open House:  Sunday,  July 9th • 1-4PM
771 Fairacres Avenue, Westfield

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Marie in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Open House: Sun. 7/9  1-5PM

Marie Wojcik

Westfield . . . Lovely four bedroom, 1 ½ bath Split Level home
with family room and Florida room that leads to a deck over-
looking a large 70 x 187 lot on a quiet street.  This home also
boasts an eat-in kitchen, recreation room, office & dining room.
Close to schools, NY trains & buses.  DIR: Rahway Ave. to
Ardsleigh Dr. # 609  $599,900  (052001200)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Marie in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Open House: Sun. 7/9  1-5PM

Marie Wojcik

Westfield . . . Great value in Westfield.   Four bedroom two
bath Cape Cod on 71 x 122 lot featuring central air
conditioning, hardwood floors, updated kitchen.  Newer roof
and 1 car garage.  Close to NY trains & buses, near Garden
State Parkway and easy access to NJ turnpike and Route 22.
$449,900.  DIR: Central Ave. to Harrow # 101 (052001199)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Martha in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Waiting for you!

Martha Schilling

Westfield . . . Custom home completely renovated & expanded
since 1998, featuring 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, formal dining room
with bay window, eat-in kitchen with center island, family room,
finished basement & 800 sq. ft. deck & fully fenced rear yard.
New plumbing, electric, windows, siding, HWH, HE gas furnace,
CAC, central vac, and surround sound stereo are just some of
the highlights of this home.  Please call Martha for your per-
sonal tour of this property.  $630,000 (052001185)
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WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

The standings at the end of the
fourth reporting period follow for the
Men’s Masters ladder. Some changes
again on the leader board with some
changes near top. The next reporting
period ends on July 16. Matches
should be reported to
mike987654@comcast.net.

  1. Peter Lee (5) *
  2. Chris Wendel (10) *
  3. Jeff Connolly (3) *
  4. John Mancini (2) *
  5. Joe Donnollo (3) *
  6.  Mike McGlynn (3)
  7. Jim Oslislo (2) *
  8. Henry Williams (2)
  9. Hank Koehler (2)
10. Dewey Rainville (1)
11. Don Dohm
12. George Sincox
(#) total number of matches played
* Played a match in period

Westfield Blue Dawgs Enjoy
Cooperstown Dreams Tourney

The Westfield Blue Dawgs 12-year-
old baseball travel team competed at
the Cooperstown Dreams Park an-
nual tournament, featuring 96 teams,
in Cooperstown, NY on June 23.

In their first game, the Dawgs were
defeated, 12-0, by the Highlands
Cyclones from Texas, but the high-
light of the game for Westfield was a
spectacular triple play. With runners
on second and third, centerfielder John
Lanzano made a diving catch against
the wall and then quickly threw to
Nathan Mitchell who flipped to John
DeDea at second for the second out.
DeDea then fired to Michael Woods
for the final out at third. Pitcher Zach
Chodor kept the game close in the
early goings.

In the second game, the Blue Dawgs
beat the Carmel, NY Cubs, 14-1, be-
hind strong pitching from Nathan
Mitchell and Thomas Malley who
combined for two hits and six
strikeouts. Woods, Alex McHugh, Joe
Rinaldi and Jacob Ziff each had a hit
in the nine-run second inning sand-
wiched around walks to Kevin
Galasso, Brendan Seery and others.
McHugh, Seery, Rinaldi and Chodor
each contributed two RBI.

On June 28, the Blue Dawgs, seeded
54th, shutout the Evergreen, Colo-
rado Cougars, 5-0. Nathan Mitchell
turned in a six-inning, two-hit pitch-
ing gem. Evan Friedman started the
game with a single to center. Woods
walked and singles by Lanzano and
Chodor plated two more runs. In the
second, DeDea reached base on an
error and later scored on McHugh’s
single. Defensively, Michael
Kalimtzis made a nice leaping catch
in center and Taylor Friss made a
great diving catch on a pop up behind
the plate.

In their final game, Eagles Base-
ball of Florida stopped the Blue
Dawgs, 11-3, but the game was close
into the fifth inning. Starting pitcher
Woods tossed three very solid in-
nings but the defense struggled.
Westfield runs came via Lanzano’s
double and McHugh’s long sac fly,
walks to Galasso and Malley who
scored after Rinaldi’s sac bunt and
groundouts from Ziff and DeDea.

The Blue Dawgs were led by Man-
ager Joe Rinaldi and coaches Ben
Chodor, Warren Friss and Mark Mitchell
who all put in countless hours making
this a week that the boys will not soon
forget. Additional information and pho-
tos from the trip can be found at http://
westfieldbluedawgs.blogspot.com/.

Wood Bat Tourney
Set for Labor Day

Adult (18+) wood bat teams inter-
ested in participating in a Labor Day
Tournament please view
www.Al lS ta rTeamSta t s . com/
2006woodtourney for details and fees
or call Jason at (201) 873-3349 or e-
mail Larry at
NJBaseball4all@aol.com for more
details. The tournament will take place
on Saturday, September 2, Sunday,
September 3 and Monday, Septem-
ber 4, in Union County. Individual
players are welcome.

The tournament includes three
guaranteed regular-season games,
playoffs, baseballs, umpire costs, field
costs, tourney field and medical in-
surance, complimentary Brett Bros
Wood bat, complimentary team equip-
ment bag and AllStarTeamStats.com
for stats and schedules. First place
gets individual player trophies. Sec-
ond place gets t-shirts.

Union County Sr. 50+ Men’s
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (as of July 1):

TEAM W L
Lombardi & Greenkeepers 14   2
Antone’s Pub & Grill 11   4
Awnings Galore 10   6
D&K Associates   8   7
SMC   2 14

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L T
Promptcare 10   4 1
Northwestern Mutual   7   8 1
Associated Auto Parts   5 10 1
Union Center Nat. Bank   5 11 1
The Office   5 11 0

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 10   2
IL Giardino’s Ristorante 10   3
LA Law 5   8
Legg Mason 0 12

L&G 5, Awnings Galore 4
With the tying-run on second and

two outs in the seventh-inning, out-
fielder Bill Reichle came up with an
outstanding shoestring catch to thwart
an Awnings rally. Karl Grossmann
and Reichle each produced three hits
to key the victory.
Antone’s Pub 15, SMC 13

Antone’s totaled 26 hits, sparked
by Tom DeRocco and Don Pencinger
with four hits each. Ed Kushner had
three hits for SMC.
D&K 19, Associated Auto Parts 3

Jorge Barca, Matt Costello, Tony
Falzone, Al Feigenbaum, Ron Ivory
and Paul Taeschler rapped three hits
apiece for D&K.
Promptcare 13, UCNB 5

Al Brown’s booming three-run
homerun and the three hits of Les
Reddick were the highlights of their
team’s victory.
Northwestern 18, The Office 7

The Insurers scored eight runs in the
final inning. Pete Osborn led his team’s
25-hit onslaught with four hits. Bob
Bierman and John Malone each had
three RBI with their multiple hits. Bill
Hinkle had three hits for The Office,
including a grand-slam homerun, his
fourth homerun of the season.

L&G 11, SMC 9
Angelo Corbo, Keith Gibbons, Tom

Lombardi, Bill Mirto and Tom
Straniero each produced three hits to
lead the victors. Straniero also
homered.
Antone’s Pub 13, D&K 10

Down 10-4 in the fourth inning,
Antone’s came back with nine unan-
swered runs. Bob D’Meo (4 hits),
along with George Brokaw and Joe
Tarulli each with three hits led
Antone’s.
Awnings 8, Northwestern 7

The Insurers made it close by ral-
lying for two runs in the final inning.
Bob Lorincz had three hits for Aw-
nings.
The Office 12, UCNB 8

Jerry Pemoulie had four hits while
Ken Dunbar and Lou Koehler had
three hits each for The Office. Tony
Zarvos contributed four RBI. The
Bankers received multiple hits from
Roger Grutzmaher, Sal LaBella and
Bob Sojka.

WTA Women’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

Four challenge matches took place
through July 2 in the Westfield Tennis
Association Women’s Singles ladder.
Names with numbers in parentheses
after them indicate matches played
so far. Eight matches must be played
by Labor Day, September 4, in order
to be eligible to for the playoffs.

Players can access weekly updated
Standings (as well as Matches Played) on
WTA’s website: www.westfieldnj.com/
wta by clicking on Women’s Singles.
Further information about the ladder is
available by calling Jean Power at 654-
7418 or e-mailing jbpumpiron@aol.com.
The next reporting period will conclude
at 8 p.m. on Sunday, July 16. Match
scores should be reported within 24 hours
and weekend scores by Sunday evenings
to J. Power.
  1. Linda Coleman(2) 13. Lisa Sottung (0)
  2. Sherri Bender(1)14. Dianne Mroz (1)
  3. L. Black-Polak(2) 15. N. Freundlich (0)
  4. Cris Hastings(4) 16. V. Bigosinski (0)
  5. JoAnn Purdy(2) 17. Susan Lewis (0)
  6. Jan Honymar(1) 18. Priscilla Wood (0)
  7. Jean Power (3) 19. Danielle Hair (0)
  8. A. Diver-Diehl(2) 20. Katie Richards (0)
  9. Sheri Pardo (2) 21. Perez-Santalla(0)
10. Peggy Weiss(3) 22. Jo Richardson(0)
11. Carol Healey(1) 23. Clara Karnish (0)
12. Ellen Smith (0) 24. Anna Murray (0)

WTA Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

Gary Wasserman maintained the
number-one ranking in the fourth re-
porting period with convincing wins
over Robert Errazo (10-1) and Chris-
topher Conley (6-3, 6-1). Paul
Newsome and Melvin Diep took over
the third and fourth spots, respec-
tively, with wins over Christopher
Conley while Dan Siegel dropped out
of the top five due to inactivity. This
reporting period saw 16 matches
played. Tuyen Diep remains the most
active member with 13 matches
played. The fifth reporting period ends
on July 16. Please direct all match
scores and inquiries to Richard Pardo
at rspardo531@msn.com.
  1. G Wasserman(6)* 18. Bouchouev (6)*
  2. Rob Errazo(6)* 19. Rod North (4)
  3. Paul Newsome(6)* 20. Joshua Suri (8)*
  4. Melvin Diep(7)* 21. Andy Cohen (5)*
  5. Chris Conley(8)* 22. Chris Blaise (6)*
  6. Dan Siegel(5) 23. Zac Friss (3)*
  7. Tom Bauer(10)* 24. Chris Farella (8)*
  8. Tuyen Diep(13)* 25. David Ferio (3)
  9. Steve Parker(4)* 26. Joe Donnolo (1)
10. Mike Gonella(5)* 27. T. Bigosinski (1)
11. Weldon Chin(9)* 28. Mark Jackler (3)*
12. Vince Camuto(2)* 29. Dewey Rainville
13. Rich Pardo(11)* 30. Mike Manders (2)
14. Stu Gruskin(6)* 31. Doug Albert
15. Chris Miller(5) 32. Ryan Brown
16. Warren Friss (4)* 33. Donald Dohm
17. Chris Wendel(7)* 34. Steve Shane

35. Anthony Marotta
( )cumulative matches played
*match played in reporting period

The Westfield Blue Dawgs at Cooperstown

 Newly Listed Traditional Center Hall Colonial
This spacious 4 bedroom, 2 full, 2 half bath home is located one half block from Wilson
School, and is completely renovated inside and out using quality materials and fine crafts-
manship.  The generous living space offers a family room w/fireplace (another is in the lovely
living room) and skylights, an enclosed porch, a recreation room and an exercise room.  The
beautiful eat-in-kitchen has granite counters and custom cabinets.   $1,195,000.  WSF # 0358

JACQUELINE CONOVER
Sales Associate

Direct: 908-301-2016

Cell: 908-337-8698

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

jacqueline.conover@cbmoves.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Open House: Sunday, July 9th  1-4PM

226 Linden Avenue, Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090  

IMPECCABLY APPOINTED GARDENS GEM 
Impeccably appointed front to back Center Hall Dutch Colonial nestled on a 
private lane in the Gardens, one of Westfield’s most sought after neighborhoods.  
Situated on more than a third of an acre of manicured grounds, this tastefully 
decorated 6 bedroom residence effortlessly combines sophistication, warmth and 
style.  Displaying traditional architecture and exquisite appointments, all of the 
rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining and ease of everyday living.  
Extensive moldings, a new Rutt Kitchen, a Library overlooking the landscape of 
the rear yard, high ceilings, custom built-ins and terraced bluestone patios are just 
a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.  This rare 

opportunity awaits a most discerning buyer                    Offered for $1.6 million 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi

Scotch Plains . . . Spectacular 6 month new 4/5 BR, 3 BTH colonial on desirable cul-de-sac.
Ready to go, no wait for builder’s deadline. Extensive upgrades!  Embellished moldings, wain-
scoting, top-of-the- line appliances & fixtures, marble BTHS, custom oak flooring, recent land-
scaping w/sprinkler system. A must see  WSF0505   $1,319,000

1840 North Gate Road, Scotch Plains

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 9th • 1-4 PM

For Westfield Listings of Homes visit my website: www.GraceRappa.com

Open House Preview: Sunday,  July 9th • 1-4PM
WINDSOR COLLECTION IN WESTFIELD, NJ

Open House Open House Drive By

523 Coleman Pl.

Dir: Dudley to Coleman Pl.
$1,695,000

706 Embree Crescent

Dir: Clark St. to Eaglecroft to Embree

$1,575,000

219 Harrison Ave
Dir: E.Broad to Harrison

$1,749,000

Custom Service Builders along with Coldwell Banker and Grace Rappa, invite you to
Preview these fabulous Victorian style 5 bedroom, 3+ bath homes. Attractive 30 year

financing is being offered to qualified buyers by Custom Service Builders.  For
information about the Builder, visit www.CustomServiceBuilders.com



Page 16  Thursday, July 6, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All

Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spackling

• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing
• Finished Basements

973-818-1366

  BEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAID

       PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC       PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC
Expert Carpentry

(908) 996 - 4910

RENOVATIONS - KITCHENS

 BATHROOMS - ADDITIONS

  Free Estimates        Fully Insured

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN

 LLC

908-233-8956

Free Estimates
Insured

Howard
Paving

Commercial • Residential

Driveways • Parking Lots

Concrete Work • Belgium Block

Resurfacing • Patchwork Sealing

Fully Insured / Member NJ BBS

732-548-4499

All Work Guaranteed

 Your Roofing Specialist

908-753-4222

J.T. Penyak
Roofing Co.

Since 1960
CALL MATT: 908-889-1652

Cell: 908-418-6937

European Craftsmanship Specialist

Specializing in Remodeling
Kitchens Bathrooms Basements

Attention to Detail

MATT’S HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Janu-
ary 25, 2006 granted variances for con-
struction of driveway on the property lo-
cated at 55 Shady Lane, a/k/a Block 44,
Lot 77, to Mr. Seth Weingarten.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Seth Weingarten
55 Shady Lane

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 7/6/06, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey for a Place-to-Place transfer
to BZ 1 Inc. for premises now located at
1985 Route 22, West, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, the Plenary Retail Con-
sumption License #2016-33-004-003,
heretofore issued as a pocket license.

The person who holds an interest in this
license are:

Augustine Caruso
20 LaCosta Drive
Annandale, New Jersey 08801

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Barbara Riepe,
Municipal Clerk, Township of Scotch
Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076

Applicant:
BZ 1 Inc.

Augustine Caruso
475 North Bridge Street

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
2 T - 7/6/06 &
 7/13/06, The Times Fee: $48.96

MOVING/YARD SALE

520 Carleton Rd, Westfield
Sat, July 8, 9AM-11AM,

Rain or Shine
HH Items, Furniture, Baby Items,
Crib, Swing, Highchair, Boy Baby
& Toddler Clothing, Toys Galore

PART-TIME FRENCH TEACHER

THINKING ABOUT GOING INTO
OR RETURNING TO TEACH-
ING?  Unusual opportunity as part-
time French teacher for Grades
K-3 at a highly regarded, small
independent school in Short Hills,
known for its innovative curricu-
lum. Qualities desired include
fluency in French, enthusiasm for
interactive activities, creativity,
flexibility, resourcefulness, and the
ability to relate well to five, six,
seven, and eight-year- olds.
Applicants should send cover let-
ter and resume to: Paula Levin,
Head of Lower School, Far Brook
School, 52 Great Hills Road,
Short Hills, NJ 07078.

jfurchak@farbrook.org
Fax (973) 379-9237

HOME SERVICES

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Refinished, 1 year no interest

financing available.
Free Estimate & Application.

Call (908) 753-9638 Ad#WA

MOVING SALE

WESTFIELD
Fri & Sat July 7 & 8, 9AM - 4PM
558 Boulevard (off South Ave)
Furniture, Antique Victrola, Air
Conditioners, Cherrywood China
Cabinet & Much, Much More!

MATTRESS SET

$125 Queen pillow top,
new still in sealed plastic
w/warranty, can deliver

(732) 259-6690

BED

King size pillow top set, new in
plastic w/mfg. warranty. Sell $235

Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Cherry sleigh bed, dresser,
mirror, chest and nite stand.

$695
(732) 259-6690

HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person

w/lounger, delivery available
Cost $8000 Sell $3495

Call (973) 902-8306

POOL TABLE

New, 8 feet, 1 inch slate,
accessories, solid wood, leather
pockets, delivery & set-up avail.

Cost $4,200 sell for $1,695
Call (973) 902-8306

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

MATH TUTOR

Get ahead or catch up. Tutoring
by NJ cert. math teacher. All levels.
Flex sched, my place or yours.
Call Mary Lou (908) 233-1255

GOOD MEMORY!

MYSTERY Shoppers needed in
Westfield, Perth Amboy,
Woodcliffe Lakes and throughout
N.J.! Apply online at
www.secre tshopnet .com

ESTATE SALES & CLEANOUTS

House content sales/cleanouts.
Buying full or partial contents.

Full Service Estate Liquidations.
Basements, Attics

Call Ferro Antiques & Collectibles
(732) 290-8101

HELP WANTED

Clerical Work, 10 hours minimum
work week. $250/$500 per week
average. Will train, no experience
required. Needs Internet. Simple
refund research. Call ERS for
interview (866) 311-0701

BABYSITTER NEEDED

Are you looking for part time work
with children? We are looking for
a mature, kind, energetic, English
speaking woman to care for our
13mo old child in our home 2 days
a week. Second baby due in Nov!

References a must.
(908) 654-0617

THE CLEANING PEOPLE

Houses, Offices, After-Construc-
tion, Housekeeping, 15 yrs pro-
fessional experience, good refer-
ences, guaranteed, party cleanup,
power wash, special occasions,
window cleaning. (973) 998-1088

DINING ROOM

Double pedestal table, 8 chairs
and 1 pc. Hutch. Still in boxes.
Value $2600 sell $1275.

Call (732) 259-6690
MATH SUMMER TUTORING

TOP LEVEL PREP. FOR
ISEE, SSAT, SAT, EXAMS MATH
ENRICH. Alg-Calc. Cert teacher,
MA, all levels, patient, exp, 1-1,
great results, references.

(732) 603-9521
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

Hillside Cemetery  
Scotch Plains 

 

908.756.1729 
 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 
 
 

It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead 
 

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

Olga Malaga, 47
Olga Malaga, 47, of Westfield died

on Tuesday, June 27, at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Moldova, she came to the
United States eight years ago, set-
tling in Westfield.

Ms. Malaga was a homemaker.
Surviving are a daughter, Ela Jacoby,

and her mother, Elza Veretenikova.
Private services were held under the

direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
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Emerson Van Doren, 94, Was Executive;
Harvard Graduate and Business Owner

Dorothy Godfrey, 75, Press Co-owner;
Was Active In Jewish Women’s Groups

Margaret M. Boyle, 84, Retired Nurse;
Active In Catholic Groups and VFW

Earle W. Devalon, Jr.

Earle W. Devalon, Jr., 87, Engineer;
Family Man and Photography Buff

Margaret M. McCarthy Boyle, 84,
of Lincroft died on Thursday, June
29, at Robert Wood Johnson Medical
Center in New Brunswick.

Born in Kingston, Pa., she had lived
in Westfield from 1951 to 1976, then
in Oradel and Lakehurst before mov-
ing to Lincroft five years ago.

A registered nurse, Mrs. Boyle had
worked at Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield, Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, Genesis ElderCare in Westfield
and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Eliza-
beth prior to retiring.

She was a United States Army nurse
during World War II, serving as a First
Lieutenant in the European theater.

She graduated from the Mercy Hos-
pital School of Nursing in Wilkes
Barre, Pa.

Mrs. Boyle was a long-time mem-
ber of the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-

lic Church Rosary Society and the
Catholic Daughters of America Court
Trinity No. 337, both in Westfield; a
member of the Middletown VFW and
a communicant of St. Leo’s Church
in Lincroft.

Her husband of 54 years, Gerard T.
Boyle, predeceased her in 2001.

Surviving are a son, Jay Boyle of
Westfield; a daughter, Molly Aiello
of Colts Neck, and six grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, July 3, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Center for Hope Hospice.

July 6, 2006

Earle Waldo Devalon, Jr., 87, of
Greenwood Village, Colo. passed
away on Thursday, June 22, 2006 at
Porter Hospice in Centennial, Colo.

Born in Boulder, Colo. on May 30,
1919, he grew up in Denver, Colo.
and attained a Bachelor
of Science degree in
Chemical Engineering
from the University of
Colorado. He served in
Germany during World
War II in United States
Army Intelligence as a
First Lieutenant.

Mr. Devalon worked
as an engineer at Proc-
tor and Gamble in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio and Staten
Island, N.Y. for 37 years
before retiring in 1979.

Earle and his wife of
55 years, Frances “Peggy” Cullen
Devalon, were long-time residents of
Westfield. He participated in various
bridge clubs; coached girls’ softball
teams and was on the neighborhood
bowling league.

In 1987, they moved to Sun City
West, Ariz., where they developed a
busy social life around church, their
bridge club and the Photography West
Camera Club. Earle became active as
president of the local camera club as
well as president of the Arizona Cam-

era Club Council.
As Peggy’s health deteriorated from

Parkinson’s disease, he lovingly cared
for her at home until her death on
February 21, 1998.

Earle leaves a legacy of accom-
plished children of
whom he was very
proud; a lifelong interest
in genealogy and actu-
ally knowing as many
family members as pos-
sible.

He is survived by his
sister, Esther Devalon
Junghans of Broomfield,
Colo.; his five children,
Gerald Waldo Devalon
of Vista, Calif., Sharon
Ann Fairchild of Rocky
River, Ohio, Colleen
Devalon Rech of Lark-

spur, Colo., Margaret Devalon Haas
of Parker, Colo. and Melissa Devalon
of Monument, Colo.; 12 grandchil-
dren, three great-grandchildren and
numerous nieces, nephews and cous-
ins, who will all miss him.

The memorial services were held
in Denver, Colo. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Interfaith Com-
munity Care, 17749 N. El Mirage
Road, No. 1, Surprise, Ariz. 85374-
6918.

July 6, 2006

Emerson M. Van Doren, 94, died
on Sunday, July 2, at his summer
home in Seaside Park.

Born in Plainfield, he had resided
in Mountainside and Darien, Conn.
for many years before moving to Sea-
side Park in 1975. He also maintained
a residence in Vero Beach, Fla. for
many years.

Mr. Van Doren first worked as an
accountant for Merck and Company
and Norwich Pharmaceutical. From
1954 to 1974 he was the owner and
president of Darien Hardware Inc. in
Darien, Conn.

A 1938 graduate of the Wharton

School of Business, he received a
master’s degree from Harvard Uni-
versity a year later.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Jaqueline Van Doren; a son, Barclay
Van Doren, and a granddaughter,
Sandy Dohm.

Surviving are a daughter, Sally
Dohm; three grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

A private service will be held to-
day, Thursday, July 6.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
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Dorothy Godfrey, 75, of Westfield
died on Thursday, June 22, at Robert
Wood Johnson University Medical
Center in Rahway.

Born in Malden, Mass., she had
lived there all of her life until moving
to Westfield four years ago.

Mrs. Godfrey had been co-owner/
operator of Oak Grove Press in Malden,
Mass. before retiring 15 years ago.

She served as president of Mizrachi
Women, the Sisterhood of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel and Hadassah, all in
Malden, Mass., and also was very
active in many other Jewish organi-

zations.
Surviving are her husband, Robert

Godfrey; a daughter, Pam Raiff; a
son, Sheldon Godfrey, and six grand-
children.

A graveside service was held on
Sunday, June 25, at Beth Israel Cem-
etery in Woodbridge.

Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090 or to Hadassah.
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WHS Places In Top Third
At Euro-Challenge Event

GO FLY A KITE…Franklin Elementary School principal Dr. Mary Fleck recently
declared one of the final weeks of school as “Let’s Go Fly a Kite Week” in celebration
of the 300th birthday of Benjamin Franklin, the school’s namesake. Each student
assembled and decorated a “frustrationless” kite, studied the history of kites, and
learned how to fly a kite during their physical education classes.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Euro-Challenge Team
won third place in the inaugural Euro-
Challenge competition sponsored by
the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York and the European Union held in
New York City in June.

The purpose of the competition
was to promote an understanding of
the role of the European Union and
the European Central Bank and their
relationship to the Global Economy.
WHS was among 10 selected schools
from New York City, Long Island and
New Jersey. The New Jersey teams
also included Princeton, Montclair
and Rumson Fair Haven.

The teams were given 15 minutes
to demonstrate their knowledge of
the history of the European Union
from 1954 through today, the organi-
zation structure of the European
Union, the current economic condi-
tions within the Euro-Zone and the
challenges one of the 10 applicant
nations face in adopting the Euro and
proposing how to meet those chal-
lenges.

Them presentation required an oral
and electronic presentation followed
by a 10 to 15 minute question-and-

answer period from four judges rep-
resenting the Federal Reserve Bank,
The Moody’s Foundation, The ECB
and the Ambassador to the United
States from the European Union.

The WHS team consisted of sopho-
mores Britta Green, Jessica-Sheft
Ason, Mark Remlinger, Andrew
Calvarusso, Vince Fitzpatrick, Pratik
Mehta and Tianyou Xu. Andrew and
Vince were “techies” who were re-
sponsible for the electronic presenta-
tion and publishing “Eye on the
Union,” a WHS in-school published
business newspaper.

The top four teams received schol-
arships ranging from $2,500 to
$7,500. Westfield won third place
and received a scholarship grant of
$3,750.

Thomas Hornish, Social Studies
teacher at WHS and adviser for the
team, stated, “It’s simply amazing
what young people can do when given
the opportunity to take possession of
their endeavor. This was from the
beginning to the end of the students’
effort with me on the side coaching
and encouraging. It was a privilege to
be part of their experience.”

Mr. Hornish also coaches WHS
students each year in The Fed Chal-
lenge, an academic program spon-
sored by the Federal Reserve Bank of
the United States. The intention of
the program is to introduce students
to the role of the Federal Reserve and
its relevance to the U.S. Economy.
Westfield has been a part of the Fed
Challenge since 1999 and has distin-
guished itself as being among the
best in the 2nd District.

Education News – Pages 17, 18, 19

WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE GRAD...Walter Richard Trosin, 3rd, graduated
from Wardlaw-Hartridge School on June 12.

Trosin Graduates
Wardlaw-Hartridge
SCOTCH PLAINS – Walter Ri-

chard Trosin, 3rd, of Scotch Plains,
a senior at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, graduated on
Monday, June 12.

Walter will study international
politics at Georgetown University,
where he plans to participate in
student government, journalism,
debate team and sailing team.

A cum laude graduate, honor
roll student and Edward Bloustein
Scholar, Walter also received the
Stephenson Award, the Hartridge
Class of 1953 Prize in English and
the Ethel Cook Classics Prize at
Wardlaw-Hartridge.

SP Resident Makes
Suffolk U. Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Aimee

Lamastra of Scotch Plains was re-
cently named to the Dean’s List at
Suffolk University in Boston for the
spring semester of the 2005-2006
academic year.

WHS Alum Graduates
From Amherst College
WESTFIELD – Conner Mulvee,

son of Robert and Bobbee Mulvee
of Westfield, graduated from
Amherst College in Amherst, Mass.
on May 28.

Conner, who majored in econom-
ics, entered Amherst after graduat-
ing Westfield High School in 2001.
He was one of 430 seniors who re-
ceived their degrees at the com-
mencement exercises.

Jenn Buccino Earns
Degree from CIA

WESTFIELD –Jennifer Lynn
Buccino of Westfield received an
associate’s degree in culinary arts
Friday, June 16, 2006 from the
Culinary Institute of America,
Hyde Park, New York.

Jennifer will be returning Au-
gust 1, 2006 to pursue a Bachelors
degree in Culinary Arts. She is the
daughter of Robert and Eileen
Buccino of Westfield and a 2004
graduate of Westfield High School.

Brian Stotter Makes
Brandeis Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Brian Stotter, a

2005 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the dean’s
list at Brandeis University in Waltham,
Mass., for the Spring 2006 semester.

Students must earn a minimum 3.5
grade point average (on a 4.0 scale) to
attain dean’s list status. Brian, who is
pursuing a pre-med course of study,
trained for certification as an EMT
with the university’s rescue squad,
and also hosted a weekly show on the
university’s radio station. Brian has
volunteered as a dispatcher on the
Westfield Rescue Squad since his jun-
ior year in high school. Brian is the
son of Charles and Jane Stotter.

Pingry Announces
Honor Roll Students
AREA – Headmaster Nathaniel

Conard and Middle School Director
Philip Cox of The Pingry School has
announced the names of students in
the local area who were recently ap-
pointed to the Middle School’s fourth
quarter Honor Roll for 2006.

The Honor Roll recognizes those
students who have achieved a B+
average or better with no individual
grade lower than a B-.

Students recognized include sev-
enth graders Maxwell Ingrassia of
Mountainside, Westfield seventh
graders Helen Daifotis, Kasra
Manoocheri and Taylor Shepard and
Westfield eighth graders Alexander
Daifotis, Samuel Fisher, Meghan
Hager and Paul Zoidis.

Albert L. Schweitzer, Sales Manager;
Worked For Merck For 39 Years

Albert Leo Schweitzer, a resident
of Scotch Plains for 55 years and
formerly of Rahway, died on Wednes-
day, June 28, 2006.

Born in Jersey City, Mr. Schweitzer
had been National Sales Manager of
Nutritional and Medicinal Products
with Merck Chemical Division in
Rahway, N.J. He retired in 1980 after
39 years of service.

Mr. Schweitzer attended Rutgers
University and was a member of the
New York Sales Executive Club, the
Sales Association of the American
Chemical Industry and Merck’s rep-
resentative in the Drug, Chemical and
Allied Trade Section of the New York
Board of Trade.

He was an ensign in the Naval
Reserve, assigned to the United States
Maritime Service, War Shipping Ad-
ministration during World War II.

Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Dorothy Hope Schweitzer; two
daughters and sons-in-law, Hope S.
and Arthur W. Swarts of Mountainside

and Doral S. and Roger B. Cooper of
Washington, D.C.; grandchildren
Matthew Swarts, Erik Swarts and his
wife, Kimberly Swarts, Blake and
Bergen Cooper, and great-grandchil-
dren Jonah and Dylan Swarts.

A memorial service honoring Mr.
Schweitzer’s life has been scheduled
for Saturday, July 8, at 11 a.m. at the
Mountainside Community Presbyte-
rian Church on Meeting House Lane
in Mountainside.

Arrangements are by the Pettit-
Davis Funeral Home in Rahway.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Mountainside Community
Presbyterian Church, 1459 Meeting
House Lane, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

July 6, 2006
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DOWN ON THE FARM…On their last day of Kindergarten at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, students enjoy a visit with farm animals from Quiver
Farms. From left to right are: Siobhan Hunziker, Madeline Davis, Sydney
VonOehsen, Samira Morin, Patricia Lezynski and Benjamin Parma.

Edison Announces Fourth
Marking Period Honor Roll
WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-

ate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
recently announced the names of sev-
enth and eighth grade students named
to the honor roll in the fourth marking
period:

Eighth Grade
Distinguished

Meredith Ambinder Danni Liang
Calvin Antoniewicz Melissa Littman
Leslie Bartsch Kamil Lupicki
Zachary Bowman Jessica Margolies
Emily Budnick Sara Mitchell
Victoria Cheung Dylan Moran
Kevin Clancy Rebecca Morse
Lacy Cummings Lisa Nehring
Monica D’Amico Steven Obiajulu
Elizabeth Dennerlein Joshua Perlman
Andrew Deutchman Lauren Posluszny
Shannon Doyle Alison Ricardo
Jennifer Eisenberg Melissa Riegel
Kathleen Esler Alicia Rogers
Caroline Fahey Rebecca Romano
Shelley Fussman Drew Schapow
Adam Goldberg Ryan Scrudato
Kate Heffernan Dylan Simon
Christopher Heinbokel Virginia Spinelli
Zachary Helfand Sarah Spitz
Kyle Higgins Maxwell St. Lifer
Valerie Hoffman Lindsay Steinbach
Leslie Holt Jenna Strauss
Miles Hsu Sarah Szollar
Rebecca Kape Janya Tagat
Michael Kaufhold Rosalba Vasquez

Siyu Xiao

Eighth Grade
Honor Roll

Jamie Ackerman Jakiyah Herron
Allison Ammermuller Anneliese Himmel
Elaine Anderson Kelly Irving
Nicole Aronson Sara Koznecki
Zachary Bakhtin Kristin Kukis
Richard Barber Su Hee Lee
Megan Boersig Rachael Lobo
Jonathan Brucia Rachel McGovern
Heather Callahan Marisa Mormile
Robert Ciarrocca Hugo Nolasco
Sam Crossland Kathleen O’Donnell-Pickert
Samantha Cruz Andrea Ortis
Brett Denicola Kristi Peyton
Brandon Dietz Nicholas Polak
Mary-Juliet Donohue Lindsay Psolka
Kathleen Dooley Megan Pulliam
Christopher Douglas Jonathan Russo
Marykate Doyle Philip Russo
Nicole Egnezzo Matthew Sanders
Steven Fallon Sean Scrudato
Christopher Fantini Vishal Shah
Stefanie Field Nikolay Shargorodsky

Gregory Fortino Emma Smelkinson
Elizabeth Frankola Nicole Spera
Meghan Freudenheim Claire Stevens-Haas
Alex Furlong Madeline Tiedrich
Kevin Furlong Christina Tsui
Trent Gabriel Katherine Venezia
Danielle Gawthney Timothy Werner
Brittany Graham Kelsey Wilson
Edward Greener Melissa Wong
James Hay Matthew Wronski

Jason Yang

Seventh Grade
Distinguished

Amanda Adsit Justin Lee
Paige Alvarez Corey Lipschutz
Taylor Anderson Joshua Mazen
Patrick Bergin Colleen McCabe
Siya Bhatt Jilliana Meola
Jane Braun Philip Mierswa
Brian Cantor Dominick Molinari
Juliana Capuano Amelia Morabito
Ashtyn Chen Sarah Morasso
Bryan Chen Kevin Mulvey
Alan Chu Alexis Murphy
Patrick Conlon Francine Nieva
Tara Culnan David Osterman
Gustav Danielsson Michael Pohling
Olivia Dunham Matthew Ritter
Justin Erickson Kyla Rodger
Anna Fetter Allison Rose
Tzvetelina Garneva Olivia Ryan
Dana Gottdiener Nicole Schmeider
Rachel Harth Emma Shor
Evan Hindes Meghan Suriano
Ravi Jha Matthew Tarantino
Daniel Kerr Angela Tata
Andrew Kirna Connor Walters

Seventh Grade
Honor Roll

Valentin Allard Rebecca Jackson
Madeleine Archambault Alexander Jedruszczak
Max Archambault Alycia Jhaveri
Rakhee Barai Nicholas Kapur
Rishi Barai Elizabeth Kiefer
Christian Barber Evan Korunow
Chloe Baron Benjamin Kraus
Rachel Baron Abigail Kwok
Marissa Boretz Jenna LaRusso
Meghan Boylan Meredith Latimer
Stephen Buell Joseph Leopold
Morgan Bungerz Zachary Lizmi
Eric Byer Benjamin Marinelli
Jillian Ceasrine Cara Martone
Hoon Byung Chae Juan Mejias
Nicholas Chapel Madison Mone
Nicholas Chopey Megan Nogan
Daniella Ciampa Henry O’Brien
Alyssa Conte Katherine Ponce
Lauren Corcoran Jennifer Porch
William Cronen John Randazzo
Emma Crossland Bryan Reilly
Tierny Cummings Matthew Rivera
Brooke Domino Gabriella Rivero
Elizabeth Driscoll Paul Rizkalla
Brian Duffy Kyle Rocha
Jeremy Einbinder Laura Rogut
Adam Fischette Justin Sandler
Steven Forgash Christina Scaglione
Nicole Frankfort Olivia Scrofani
Alec Friedlander Shane Skibitsky
Catalina Gaglioti Stephanie Skoller
Edison Gao Connor Slifer
Alison Glynn Thomas Snyder
Betsy Goellner Eric Solomon
Spencer Goldin Robert Steinfeld
Emma Gross Eric Taylor
Courtney Gurkas Francesca Tilocca
Russell Hager Jamie Torcicollo
Jagdish Hall Samantha Weidman
Charlotte Harmer Justin White
Alice Hong Daniel Wickens
John Huber Deborah Wu

Larry Zhang

Tamaques Class Writes
Book ‘A Frosted Heart’

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On the last day of
school, Lisa Renee Thomas’ first
grade class at Tamaques Elementary
gathered on the story time carpet for
one last book. The story is titled “A
Frosted Heart,” and it was written and
illustrated by Ms. Thomas’ students.

Class 1-T came up with the idea to
write a book after reading Nick
Starrett’s “A Cheese and Tomato Spi-
der,” which has pages split in half so
sentences can be formed differently.
“The children were fascinated and
wanted to do it themselves,” said art
teacher Marcia Kanter.

Ms. Thomas approved the book
making idea, and taught the class
about nouns, exclamations and ad-
jectives to help them each write their
own page. Each page had one sen-
tence, and was broken up into an
exclamation and an adjective followed
by a noun.

The exclamation and adjective were
on the top half of the page, and the
noun was on the bottom. When the

book was put together, the pages were
cut in half, so the sentences could be
read a variety of ways. Each exclama-
tion and adjective could be paired
with a different noun, depending on
how many pages were flipped. Some
sentences include, “Yikes! A short
penguin,” and “Yummy! A frosted
cake.”

After each student wrote a page,
they then looked over it in class. “Then
we had to revise and edit – that was a
big job,” said Amy, a member of class
1-T. Following the revisions, they
illustrated the book in art class.

“I often read children stories that
will further their creative impulses,”
said Mrs. Kanter, who is currently
taking a course in book arts. She also
bound and made photocopies of the
book for the class.

In June, the class had a ceremony
where they presented the book to
their family and friends. Each student
in the class received a copy of the
story in coloring-book form. They
also donated a copy of it to the
Tamaques library.

        Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STORY TIME… Tamaques Class 1-T poses with their book, “A Frosted Heart.”
The class wrote, edited and illustrated the book with the help of class teacher Lisa
Thomas and art teacher Marcia Kanter.

Author Steven Kellogg Visits
Franklin Elementary School

WESTFIELD — Steven Kellogg,
author of more than 100 children’s
books, recently visited with students
at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield for Visiting Author Day,
sponsored annually by the Franklin
PTO.

During two assemblies, Mr.
Kellogg discussed the writing pro-
cess he has used for his many years as
an accomplished writer and illustra-
tor. He encouraged students to write
about what’s special to them and ex-
plained that it sometimes takes years
to complete a book, citing how he
spent 14 years working on “Best
Friends.”

Mr. Kellogg also shared pictures of
his real pets, Pinkerton and Second
Hand Rose, who were the inspiration
for the beloved characters by the same
name in many of his stories. Using
two large easels, he demonstrated how
he creates book illustrations.

Prior to Mr. Kellogg’s visit,

Franklin students, with the help of
librarian Debra Stern, decorated the
school hallways, bulletin boards and
gym with creations inspired by Mr.
Kellogg’s books.

First graders created mysterious
creatures hatching from eggs after
reading “The Mysterious Tadpoles”
and also made windsocks. Second
graders wrote about Pinkerton and
made posters based on “Much Bigger
than Martin,” while the third graders
created “advertisements” for Mr.
Kellogg’s books. The fourth grade
was responsible for signs welcoming
Mr. Kellogg along with the placemats
for his Franklin School luncheon, and
the fifth graders read and discussed
his books with their first grade “writ-
ing buddies.”

After each assembly, Mr. Kellogg
autographed copies of his books that
students had purchased prior to his
visit, and every Franklin student re-
ceived an autographed bookmark.

BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD…Children’s book author and illustrator,
Steven Kellogg, demonstrated how he illustrates books during two assemblies on
Visiting Author Day at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield.

Senegal Educators Visit
Intermediate Schools

WESTFIELD – Boubacar Tall, di-
rector of Project Citizen at the Minis-
try of Education in Senegal, and
Daouda Sene, principal of Ross
Bethio Middle School in rural
Senegal, met with students from
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools to talk about local public
policy concerns and ways to address
them through Project Citizen.

All eighth grade students at Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
participated in Project Citizen this
year. Project Citizen is a process-
based civic education program that
enables students to learn about local
government by identifying a local
public policy problem, researching
and analyzing possible solutions and
identifying and justifying what the
students think is the best solution and
developing an action plan to imple-
ment their solution. Some of the is-
sues that Roosevelt and Edison stu-
dents researched this year included
preserving small businesses in down-

town Westfield, creating increased
parking spaces in the downtown area,
containing the increase in size of
homes being rebuilt, suggesting a later
start time for school and analyzing
student enrollment disproportions
between Edison and Roosevelt.

Students in Senegal are using the
same Project Citizen materials to iden-
tify and try to solve local public policy
issues there. The issues in Senegal
have focused on lack of clean water,
lack of electricity, teen pregnancy
and litter. This civic education part-
nership between New Jersey and
Senegal is part of an International
Civitas program sponsored by the
U.S. Dept. of Education with 65 de-
veloping and developed countries and
18 states in the U.S.

The New Jersey Center for Civic
and Law-Related Education at
Rutgers University sponsored the visit
of the Senegal educators to New Jer-
sey, and coordinates the international
exchange program with Senegal, as
well as a variety of civic education
programs and professional develop-
ment for teachers in New Jersey.

The goals of the program are to
acquaint international educators with
exemplary curricular and teaching
programs in the US and to help Ameri-
can students better understand the
history and experiences of emerging
democracies, as well as facilitate the
exchange of ideas and experiences in
civic education among educational,
governmental and private sectors in
the U.S. and emerging and estab-
lished democracies.

Local Youth Graduate
Winston School

Westfield resident Jake Bullek and
Scotch Plains residents Ben Goland
and Evan Price were recently hon-
ored at the annual Moving On Cer-
emony at The Winston School in Short
Hills. All three graduates completed
the eighth grade at Winston and will
continue their studies at various high
schools in and out of the area.

During the ceremony, Jake, who
will be attending the Pennington
School in the fall, was presented with
the 2006 MS-Cubed Award for
achievement in this monthly program
that combines math, science and so-
cial studies skills. Ben, who is mov-
ing on to The Morristown-Beard
School, received an award for the
annual Science Fair. Evan, who will
attend Brewster Academy in New
Hampshire, was recognized with
awards for Citizenship and Science.

The Winston School, now in its
25th year, is an independent day
school for children in second through
eighth grade who, though intellectu-
ally capable, are challenged with
learning disabilities including dys-
lexia and other processing issues.
Winston’s highly individualized
teaching philosophy provides a cus-
tom-fit learning approach, preparing
children to move on from the school
with the skills and confidence needed
for success in all aspects of life and
learning. The Winston School serves
students from across 29 New Jersey
communities. For further informa-
tion, please visit the school’s web site
at winstonschool.org.

Wilson Gardener
Caprario Honored

WESTFIELD  –  Marian
Caprario, the ‘constant gardener’
of Wilson Elementary School in
Westfield, was recently honored
for all her hard work and dedica-
tion throughout the years.

Marian and Rudy Caprario have
had children at Wilson School for
almost 23 years. Their youngest
daughter, Colleen, is leaving 5th
grade this year and will be entering
Roosevelt Middle School in Sep-
tember.

Throughout her 23 years at the
school, she has been the driving
force (along with assistance of her
husband, family members and
countless friends) behind maintain-
ing the grounds of the school, in-
cluding planting countless num-
bers of shrubs, flowers and trees
throughout the school property. She
was also instrumental in painting
the numerous murals throughout
the school.

She and her husband spent sum-
mers cleaning up and organizing
the school attic. All of this was
done behind the scenes for the ben-
efit of everyone at Wilson School
and the community.

In her honor, a dogwood tree was
planted in her honor on the front
lawn, just outside of the principal’s
office. The tree was donated by
Williams’ Nursery in Westfield. A
plaque acknowledging Marian and
her work on behalf of the school
will be placed near the tree.

Fanwood Resident
Graduates Bloomsburg

FANWOOD – Bloomsburg Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania recently re-
leased its list of May 2006 graduates.
Among them is Jacqueline Freyburger
of Fanwood.

Jacqueline earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in education.

Arbitsman Inducted
Into Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Gil Arbitsman, a

2003 Westfield High School gradu-
ate, was among 42 students at Drew
University in Madison, recently in-
ducted into the Gamma Chapter of
Phi Beta Kappa.

Gil will be entering his senior year
and has been on the Dean’s List each
semester, maintaining a 3.9 GPA. An
economics major, Gil was also in-
ducted into Omircon Delta Epsilon,
the oldest economics honor society
in the world.

In addition, he is captain of the
Drew men’s lacrosse team, a tutor in
the economics department and a coach
for Patriot lacrosse. This summer, Gil
will be working in the Alternative
Investment Division at Bank of New
York. Sheraine and Yossi Arbitsman,
of Westfield, are Gil’s parents.

Eide Graduates, Named
To Kutztown Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kristina Eide
of Scotch Plains recently graduated
from Kutztown University in
Kutztown, PA., and was named to the
Spring semester Dean’s List.

To be named to the Dean’s List,
students must earn a quality point
average (QPA) of 3.60 out of a pos-
sible 4.0 and be registered for at least
12 credit hours.

Kristina majored in Education and
Mathematics.

WF Residents Graduate
From Morristown-Beard

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, June
10, Morristown-Beard School held
its 2006 Commencement Ceremony
on the school’s campus. Four of the
graduates are from Westfield.

These students are: Jennifer Evans,
Stephen Kowalski, Jr., Julia Stern and
Hannah Vickers.

WF, SPF Students Earn
Dean’s List at Rowan
AREA – Seven students from

Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
received Dean’s List honors for their
achievement at Rowan University for
the spring 2006 semester.

From Westfield: Jonathan Jahn,
Justin Tullo and Brittany and Shanna
Vella.

From Scotch Plains: Erin Sullivan
and Gershon Zebovitz.

From Fanwood: Jennifer Nigro.
In order to make Dean’s List, a

student must earn at least a 3.45 grade
point average.

PROUD FAMILY…Following commencement exercises on Monday, June 12,
Joseph Allen Schackman of Scotch Plains, a senior at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, posed with members of his family and friends. Joseph, who will
continue his studies at Dickinson College in the fall, is the son of Dr. Paul and Mrs.
Cathy Schackman of Scotch Plains.

SP Residents Graduate
Seton Hall Prep School

Matthew J. Anderson and Juan-
Anton J. Velarde, residents of Scotch
Plains, received their diplomas at
Seton Hall Preparatory School’s 146th
Commencement Exercises on Sun-
day, June 4.

Matthew Anderson received the
French Studies Medallion and the
Edward Jennings Medallion [Liter-
ary Achievement] as well as the Msgr.
Thomas J. Tuohy Award, which is
presented to those graduating seniors
who have maintained a 4.0 average
for four years. He will attend New
York University in September.

Juan Anton Velarde will attend
University of Scranton in the fall.

Seton Hall Prep’s 146th Com-
mencement took place in Walsh Au-
ditorium on the campus of Seton Hall
University, where the Prep, New
Jersey’s oldest Catholic preparatory
school, was located for 135 years
before moving to West Orange in
1985. This year, as The Prep gradu-
ates a class of 223 seniors, the school
is celebrating its 150th anniversary,
affirming its position as the oldest
catholic preparatory school in New
Jersey.

WF Residents Graduate
Seton Hall Prep School

Four Westfield residents received
their diplomas at Seton Hall Prepara-
tory School’s 146th Commencement
Exercises on Sunday, June 4.

Nicholas L. Colucci was honored
as a recipient of the Msgr. Thomas J.
Tuohy Award, which is presented to
those graduating seniors who have
maintained a 4.0 average for four
years, and as a Peer Leader. He will
attend Villanova University in Sep-
tember.

Patrick J. Muldoon received the
Computer Technology Medallion and
was a member of the Ambassadors.
He will attend Villanova University
in the fall.

Kevin P. Smith was honored as an
AP Scholar, as an Edward J. Bloustein
Scholar and received the Msgr. Tho-
mas J. Tuohy Award. He was a Peer
Leader, member of the National
Honor Society and was also an Am-
bassador. He will attend Colby Col-
lege.

Also receiving his diploma was
Ryan J. Torcicollo, who will attend
Unity College.

Seton Hall Prep’s 146th Com-
mencement took place in Walsh Au-
ditorium on the campus of Seton Hall
University, where the Prep, New
Jersey’s oldest Catholic preparatory
school, was located for 135 years
before moving to West Orange in
1985. This year, as The Prep gradu-
ates a class of 223 seniors, the school
is celebrating its 150th anniversary,
affirming its position as the oldest
catholic preparatory school in New
Jersey.

SPECIAL SPEAKER…During commencement exercises on Monday, June 12,
Frank Minniti of Scotch Plains, a senior at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison, delivered a speech filled with words of encouragement to his classmates.
Frank, who will continue his studies at Susquehanna University, was awarded the
Parents’ Association Award and The Chambliss Trophy at Wardlaw-Hartridge.
He is the son of Frank and Debora Ann Minniti of Scotch Plains.

WF Residents Make
Dean’s List at Colby
WESTFIELD – Three Westfield resi-

dents who attend Colby College in
Waterville, Me. earned Dean’s List rec-
ognition during the spring semester.

Gregory Engel, a junior, majors in
biology with a neuroscience concen-
tration. Gregory is the son of Laurence
and Karin Engel of Westfield and is a
2003 graduate of Westfield High
School.

Margaret Smith, a graduate, ma-
jored in history. She is the daughter of
Edward and Mary Smith of Westfield
and attended Mt. St. Mary Academy.

Bradford Cantor, a sophomore, ma-
jors in geology. He is the son of Joshua
Cantor of Westfield and Karen Flannery
of New Providence. He is a 2004 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School.

BOE Names WHS
Teachers of the Year

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education honored the
Westfield High School teachers of
the year at its June 6 public meeting.

Resolutions were presented to guid-
ance counselor Elizabeth McDermott,
who received the Westfield High
School PTSO Outstanding Teacher
of the Year Award; math teacher
Zorana Culjak, recipient of the Dis-
tinguished Teacher of the Year Award;
and English teacher Carolyn Penrose,
who was presented with the Robert
and Linda Foose Memorial Award.

Principal Robert Petix also con-
gratulated the teachers and read from
nomination letters that were sent on
their behalf.
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Premiere Stages Affords Audience
Luxury of Adding its Two Cents

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How many times have you attended
a performance of a play and thought,
“If only the playwright had explained
the part about …”?

The luxury of adding one’s own
two cents and speaking to the play-
wright directly were afforded to the
audience at the staged reading of
Where the Sun Never Sets by
Montclair’s own Bob Clyman on June
23-25 at Premiere Stages, housed at
Kean University in Union.

A staged reading differs from a
reading in that the former has di-
rected movement, some costumes and
limited use of props. Both readings
give actors the comfort of scripts in
their hands.

Premiere Stages’ Producing Artis-
tic Director John Wooten called the
production a “workshop,” explaining
to the audience, “This is one step
before the full production of Where
the Sun Never Sets that will be pre-
sented in February.”

Following the reading, the audi-
ence had a chance to meet the play-
wright and ask questions.

At the Sunday, June 25 matinee,
the audience had loads of them.

“I didn’t get it,” confessed one
woman under her breath.

“What were you trying to go for?”
questioned another.

Yet a prevailing opinion was ar-
ticulated by another person, who
lauded Mr. Clyman for challenging
the audience to think about happi-
ness, absolutes and other impon-
derables of life.

One audience member, clearly a
drama student, made suggestions to
bridge one section of the play to an-
other for clarity’s sake.

Moderator of the “Talk Back” fea-
ture of the afternoon, Michelle
Gawdowski, literary and education
coordinator of Premiere Stages, helped
field questions and put into perspec-
tive the purpose of the audience par-
ticipation segment. Ms. Gawdowski
told the group, “This is part of the
author feedback that is needed in the
process of writing a play.”

And process is, according to Pro-
ducing Artistic Director Wooten, the
core of what the staged reading was
all about.

More than 350 submissions of new
plays came flooding in for the Pre-

miere Play Festival last January.
The contest itself is billed as “an

initiative to encourage and nurture
emerging dramatists in New Jersey
and the greater metropolitan area.”

Mr. Clyman’s provocative comedy,
a winner of a $750 award, was one of
the top-three choices selected for de-
velopment at Premiere Stages. John
Pietrowski, one of the nine judges,
directed this staged reading.

Cited as a “hilarious dark comedy
of ideas,” the two-act work is set in
the “not too distant present in and
around the suburbs of Northern New
Jersey with a brief stop in NYC.”

Mr. Clyman’s play raises cavern-
ous questions that the main charac-
ters, philosophy teacher Bob and his
lawyer wife Annie, ponder. The
couple, who seem to have it all, moves
from NYC to the “burbs” for the
benefit of their children. Yet, “Being
happy takes so much effort,” com-
plains his wife.

The couple’s journey takes them
into charades, masking as reality,
postmodern doubt hanging like an
ominous cloud, language running
amuck, and moral ambiguity ram-
paging.

Imagine a world where the mall
has become the ultimate temple be-
cause “it’s never cold, it’s always
daytime, there’s pleasure without guilt
and everything’s stacked according
to color and size.”

With talented Equity actors, stellar
lighting in the black box theater that
holds about 100 audience members
and a playwright who is open to con-
structive criticism, the process of cre-
ating a noteworthy play continues.

SUN RISE, SUN SET…Actors, from left to right, Jim Ligon, Robert Fass and
Michael Irvin Pollard perform a scene from the Where the Sun Never Sets staged
reading held at the Premiere Stages of Kean University.

Cranford Youth Raise Voices
For Charity at St. Michael’s

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Youth from St.
Michael’s Church in Cranford, as well
as the greater Cranford community
raised their voices in song on Sunday,
June 11, for the benefit of those in
need.

Sunday’s concert marked the third
year that “An Evening of Songs for
Charity” has been sponsored by St.
Michael’s Church.

Funds raised by a free-will offering
were donated to Broadway Cares/
Equity Fights AIDS, Raphael’s Life
House, and VHI Save the Music Foun-
dation.

The concert featured selections
from the famous Broadway musicals
The Scarlet Pimpernel, Jekyll and
Hyde, Les Miserables, Annie, Rag-
time and others.

The youth performing in the con-
cert ranged in age from the sixth
grade through sophomore in college.
Many are members of St. Michael’s
Youth Ministry.

The idea of hosting “An Evening of
Songs for Charity” originated with
Reverend Ed (Edguardo) Jocson, the
parish’s Parochial Vicar, who also
works with the Youth Ministry.

Shortly after being transferred to
St. Michael’s three years ago, Rever-
end Jocson had the opportunity to

hear the members of the Youth Min-
istry sing the “Living Stations of the
Cross.”

Impressed with the youths’ sing-
ing, Reverend Jocson felt a way should
be found to highlight and showcase
their talents. The result was the first
“An Evening of Songs for Charity,”
which was held in 2004.

Due to time constraints and con-
flicting schedules, this year’s singers
had only three full ensemble rehears-
als prior to their June 11 performance.

This lack of opportunity for re-
hearsal only highlights the talent and
musical gifts the performers possess.

Their voices rang clear and true
and demonstrated to all in the audi-
ence the passion they felt for their
presentations.

“The Youth are great performers,”
Reverend. Jocson said. “Their energy
is contagious.”

In addition to helping those in need,
Reverend Jocson believes “An
Evening of Songs for Charity” also
benefits the parish.

“It is good for people to see what it
is our Youth Ministry does,” he con-
tinued, adding that most youth get
involved in church activities after first
becoming involved in the youth group.

Al Forsythe and Michael Hessler
also lead the Youth Ministry at St.
Michael’s Church.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

The idea is great, the metaphor
important to the headlong preposter-
ousness of today’s frantic rush. Un-
fortunately, the connect-the-dots con-
struction of Click, a morality tale that
cautions us about fast-forwarding
through life, suffers from the same
pitfalls of instant gratification that it
so boisterously decries.

A little bit more attention to quality
instead of quantity might have made
Adam Sandler’s latest comedy click
with greater authority. As it stands,
director Frank Coraci’s effort is typi-
cal fare, replete with overworked
Daddy (Adam Sandler), multitasking
Mommy (Kate Beckinsale), two kids,
a dog and the perennial big question:
Whither goeth the American dream?

And, because Click is fodder in-
tended for the Saturday night multi-
plex crowd, said inquiry is more or
less answered by film’s end. While a
gutsier conclusion might have made
for better art, doubtless it would put
the great unwashed off films for at
least a week. Like Jack Nicholson’s
Col. Nathan R. Jessep said, we “can’t
handle the truth.”

In all fairness, for all the typical
antics he otherwise embodies, Mr.
Sandler isn’t afraid to imbue his char-
acter with an occasionally darker side.
Likewise, Christopher Walken as
mystical Morty, purveyor of the gad-
get-protagonist the title alludes to,
doesn’t mind lending his trademark
subversiveness to the doings. It’s just
not enough edge to tilt the balance.

Thus what we have is an update on
what makes Sammy run, but with a
fantasy twist. Mr. Sandler is Michael
Newman, a workaholic architect stuck
in the proverbial conundrum. On the
one hand, his brood has become ad-
dicted to and expects all the ameni-
ties and gewgaws the consumerist
society has convinced them they need.
Yet, they’d also like Dad to be avail-
able for the little league game and
that holiday camping trip.

In short, it’s the stuff that heart
attacks and strokes are made of, with
no relief in sight. However, son Ben
(Joseph Castanon) sees the solution
quite clearly. Dad could save a whole
bunch of steps if only he had a univer-
sal remote…one that controlled the

Click: It’s all About Control

TV, the lights, the garage door, etc. Of
course, Click takes it all a bit further.

Whimsically, it’s in the Beyond
section of Bed, Bath and Beyond
where Mr. Newman finds the answer
to his prayer. The remote control
Morty is hawking takes the word ‘uni-
versal’ literally. It’s magic time.
There’s just one caveat, warns the
live action version of Gyro Gearloose,
exquisitely limned by Walken. Posi-
tively no returns.

No biggie, figures Mike. Besides,
why would he want to return some-
thing he was given for free in the first
place? Indeed. And therein lies the
plot.

Referencing prose and cinema from
The Devil and Daniel Webster through
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946), the story
is not only familiar, but a traditionally
recurring theme in our literary cul-
ture. A pact is made. In return for
being able to skip over the hard work,
mortal man more or less sells his soul
to the…oops, don’t want to give too
much away. And of course, there are
lessons to be learned.

But again, the tale trounces its very
own ethos. For whilst touting that the
reward is in the doing, Click catapults
across the process, spending far too
much time on the routine maneuvers
and rarely slowing to gather, and hence
contemplate, ye rosebuds.

There is a modicum of humor, some
acerbic, some raucous. But the parlor
tricks tire. And even though the script
by Steve Koren and Mark O’Keefe
ventures a subtext intimating that the
remote is to modern man what the
club was to his cave dwelling for-
bearers, Desmond Morris needn’t fret.

So it’s easy to figure where all of
this is heading. The rub is, it takes
Sandler’s character about twenty
minutes longer than necessary to
discover what we’ve already sur-
mised he will learn. All of which
suggests that viewers nonetheless
infatuated with the premise should
wait until Click makes it to video.
At least that way the remote will be
in their hands.

* * * *
Click, rated PG-13, is a Columbia

Pictures release directed by Frank
Coraci and stars Adam Sandler, Kate
Beckinsale and Christopher Walken.
Running time: 98 minutes.

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When they burst onto the music
scene in 2003, Kings of Leon was
hailed as the “Southern Strokes,” a
garage rock band with just enough
Lynyrd Skynyrd thrown in to distin-
guish it from its northern musical
relatives.

The comparisons aren’t too far-
fetched, although the raw energy of
their sound really places them more
towards the White Stripes side of the
garage-rock spectrum. But after one
listen to the band’s debut album,
“Youth & Young Manhood,” how-
ever, the need for comparisons can
cease; Kings of Leon quickly prove
worthy of independent fame.

The all-in-the-family quartet com-
bines the vocals, bass and drums of
brothers Caleb, Jared and Nathan
Followill with cousin Matthew’s lead
guitar and an overall retro vibe (ev-
erything from their energetic, crisp
southern rock to their shaggy, un-
kempt hair and tight jeans screams
1970’s) to present their own spin on
the old-school rock trend.

And while their sound has drawn
comparisons to other bands, their al-
bum doesn’t play like a copycat. They
offer a set that would groove just as
well if they were the only retro rock
band in popular music.

The best track on the album is the
bouncy romp “Happy Alone,” an in-
fectious cut with an animated blues
guitar line that drives the whole song
and an awesome syncopated guitar
solo interlude.

The frenetic energy of the walking
bass line-esque guitar is enough to
make it the most danceable song on
the album, but the hilarity of Caleb’s
deep Southern grumble frantically
exclaiming “I’ll be prancing around in
my high heels,/your cherry red lip-
stick/look out your window/I’m on
your street...” propels the track right to
the top of the songs-you-have-to-re-
wind-before-continuing list.

The verses of “Molly’s Chambers”
need only two notes to create a vibe to
carry the song to the chorus’ mea-
sured chord outbursts, and the
stripped-down feel of Matthew’s sear-
ing guitar solo evokes real old-school
Southern rock built on top of a more
driving beat.

“Dusty” may be only weak spot –
Matthew’s guitar musings slowly
build and pick up some fuzzy distor-

The Original Kings Of Leon
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tion, but they aren’t really enough to
mask the uninspired vocals. For a
70’s-style rock band that shies away
from fuller production techniques,
maintaining a sense of motion and
interest on slower songs becomes a
bigger challenge.

Not that Kings of Leon isn’t up to
it – “Trani” plods moodily, but that
song’s vocal ramblings have more
direction, paving the way for an en-
thralling guitar interlude, and hidden
track “Talihina Sky” builds a slow
groove around a soft, thoughtful pi-
ano melody.

On “Dusty,” however, the absence
of the unique character Caleb’s vo-
cals add to the mix is glaring, and it is
difficult to find an element that really
sustains interest throughout the song.

Such a raw, open sound leaves a
band very exposed, and Kings of Leon
easily pass the most important tests;
the instrumentals the group lays down
are, for the most part, tight rock ar-
rangements that are never too clut-
tered or distorted and that more often
than not memorable.

“Genius” is straight-up charged
guitar-driven garage rock with one of
the album’s best solos, and “Spiral
Staircase” has one of the most inter-
esting settings of any of the group’s
material, with its heavier guitar
chords, faster drum beat and solid
solos from both.

At times Jack White, at times Bob
Dylan, at times a southern Steven
Tyler, Caleb makes the monotone
rhythmic melody of “Wasted Time”
work with his gritty voice and fantas-
tic ability to roll off garbled, almost
indistinguishable words at a chaotic,
charged pace that makes the lyrics
feel pretty inconsequential.

His scratchy growl adds punch to
the end of “Joe’s Head,” exploding
into a frenzied rifling outburst per-
fect for the song, while the Dylan-
esque scratchiness of “Spiral Stair-
case” blends amazingly with the cut’s
full rock sound.

The sheer energy that Kings of
Leon bring into the studio is conta-
gious; that momentum and many in-
dividual praise-worthy moments
make the group well worth a listen.
Their sophomore release, last year’s
“Aha Shake Heartbreak,” shows the
band continuing to grow, but start
with “Youth and Young Manhood” –
this is a band whose journey is worth
watching from the beginning.

Calderone Ensembles
Performe in June Recitals

AREA – Calderone School of
Music’s ensemble performances be-
gan on June 14, in the Charles Librizzi
Recital Hall and continued through-
out the month of June.

The Advanced Jazz Band, con-
ducted by Kevin Hawk on electric
bass, featured David Martin, per-
cussion, of Madison and Zoran
Micevski, alto saxophone, of
Clifton.

The Adult Chorus, conducted by
George Spitzer, with accompanists
Professor Nataliya Kolmykova, pi-
ano, and Mr. Hawk, electric bass,
featured performances, “Psalm 31”
by Franz Joseph Haydn, “All About
The Blues” by Carl Strommen and
“Summertime” by George Gershwin,
by vocalists Licelia Figueiras of
Harrison, Ronnie Mastroiacovo of
East Hanover, Carolyn Tosi of Ar-
lington, Lisa Kendal of Randolph,
Katarzyna Szkiladz of Livingston,
Silvana Queiroz of Lyndhurst,
Kathleen Calderone of East Hanover,
Nino Giorgadze of South Orange,
Peter Biggiani of East Hanover, Pinto
Naravane of Randolph and James
Kemp of Madison.

The Intermediate Woodwinds En-
semble, conducted by Professor Lee
Zakian, woodwinds and music tech-
nology chairperson, with accompa-
nist Kevin Talty, piano, featured per-
formances, “Sursum Corda” by M.
Rairigh, “Mission Impossible” by L.

Schifrin and “Five Brothers” by G.
Mulligann, and students Olivia
Moore, clarinet, of Madison, Zoran
Micevski, alto saxophone, of Clifton
and Deanna Micevski, flute, of
Clifton.

For more information, contact Pro-
fessor Calderone at (973) 428-0405
in East Hanover School or Professor
Anna Hernandez at (973) 467-4688
in the Springfield School.

Brentano to Exhibit in
National Competition
WESTFIELD – Westfield artist Pat

Brentano Bramnick will exhibit in
the 2006 National Juried Competi-
tion “Works of Art on Paper,” at the
Long Beach Island Foundation of the
Arts and Sciences, in Love Ladies.

The juror was Carter E. Foster,
curator of Drawings at the Whitney
Museum of American Art. The exhi-
bition opens on July 9 and will run
through July 26. Ms. Brentano is a
2006 recipient of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts Fellowship. Cur-
rently, she teaches drawing at Kean
University.

Carnival Night Set for
MS Community Pool
MOUNTAINSIDE –The

Mountainside Community Pool will
host its annual Family Carnival Night
on Friday, July 14. The event, located
at the pool off Mountain Avenue, is
free and open to members only.

Popular returning activities include
a moonwalk, sports radar cage, leap
frog, Sponge Bob toss, hair braids,
kids’ tattoos and other carnival games.
Participants can earn tickets towards
fun prizes such as candy, plush dolls
and racing toys.

Music will be played and food will
be sold at the event, which begins at 7
p.m. The zero-depth pool will close
later that evening, at 8:30 p.m. For
more information, contact the
Mountainside Community Pool at
(908) 232-0132 or the Mountainside
Recreation Department at (908) 232-
0015.

Extra Education

America Must Remember
Ideals of Founding Fathers

By KATE MCGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On the fourth, as Americans went to
parties, devoured hotdogs and hamburg-
ers, and watched fireworks, I wonder how
many American citizens paused to reflect
upon the ideals and values in which this
country was set on.

During times of war, holidays such as
Independence Day and Memorial Day
elicit even more feelings of patriotism as
Americans honor the bravery and hero-
ism of the young men and women who are
fighting for the freedom of our country.
Yet, since the war began, those same
ideals and values that our country was
established on are being revised and re-
voked by the government in order to hide
larger issues and mistakes of our current
administration, and focus the world’s at-
tention on other matters.

For instance, last week the Senate nar-
rowly missed approving the Flag Amend-
ment. Republicans proposed that, “The
Congress shall have power to prohibit the
physical desecration of the flag of the
United States.” If approved, this amend-
ment would be included into the Bill of
Rights. Yet this new amendment disre-
gards previously stated amendments cre-
ated by the founding fathers themselves.
In the first amendment it reads:

Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or
the right of the people peaceably to as-
semble, and to petition the government
for a redress of grievances.

By passing the Flag Amendment, Con-
gress is disregarding the American
people’s right to the freedom of speech
that is so clearly stated above. The Ameri-
can flag has always been a symbol of free
speech.

Not only is burning the flag the respect-
ful method in which to dispose of an old
or damaged flag, but it is also seen as a
form of protest. It may not be the most
effective or wise method of demonstra-
tion, but it represents the right to protest
and free speech in which our founding
fathers created over 200 years ago.

Flag burning is also a rare form of
protest more commonly seen during the
Vietnam War. While young men and
women are dying to protect the rights of
the American people, our own Congress
is creating laws that take away those
values. Congress is focusing its time on
issues that are of lesser importance and
pushing aside more important matters
such as possible nuclear weapons pro-
duction in North Korea, finding Osama
bin Laden, and the Iraq War.

Furthermore, the Bush Administration
has also been accusing American journal-
ists who publish secret information of
being unpatriotic and threatening that they

could be indicted under the Espionage
Act. When the New York Times published
information concerning the banking con-
glomerate, Swift, which was tracking ter-
rorists around the globe through bank
transactions, the Times was accused of
aiding the terrorists.

The White House has repeatedly tried
to censor the press by discrediting jour-
nalists and their families, such as in the
Joseph Wilson and Valerie Plame fiasco,
and bribing journalists, such as TV com-
mentator Armstrong Williams so that he
would praise the Bush Administration’s
educational policies. They have ignored
the ideals of the free press, and have tried
to adjust the media to their benefit, in-
stead of respecting the rights that are
expressed in the first amendment.

The Bush Administration has also ig-
nored an American’s right to privacy
since the beginning of the War on Ter-
ror. A Times editorial discussing the
Swift banking group commented on
Bush’s actions since 9/11, saying that,
“the Swift story looks like part of an
alarming pattern.

Ever since Sept. 11, the Bush adminis-
tration has taken the necessity of height-
ened vigilance against terrorism and
turned it into a rationale for an extraordi-
narily powerful executive branch, exempt
from the normal checks and balances of
our system of government.”

Previously, the White House and NSA
have secretly wiretapped American tele-
phones in order to catch or monitor terror-
ists. Although most American citizens
may have nothing to hide, therefore they
do not mind the idea of being wiretapped.
Yet the Fourth Amendment states:

The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and ef-
fects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated, and no
warrants shall issue, but upon probable
cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to
be searched, and the persons or things to
be seized.

These secret wiretaps are done without
warrant and without the individual’s
knowledge. Even if the person has done
nothing wrong, the White House has to-
tally disregarded the right to privacy that
was so valued by our founding fathers.

As we celebrate the Fourth of July this
week, lets remember the ideals and val-
ues of freedom in which our founding
fathers instilled, and how they have been
mistreated and ignored the past six years.
Hopefully, Americans can change the
course of our current administration when
they use their most privileged right— the
vote— in the congressional elections this
fall.

Kate, from Cranford, recently com-
pleted her junior year at Mount Saint
Mary’s Academy.
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The Lady In Question
To Appear in Cranford

CRANFORD – Charles Busch’s
comedy The Lady in Question, a sat-
ire of patriotic 1940s thrillers such as
Notorious and Escape, will open at
The Theater Project, Union County
College’s Professional Theater Com-
pany, located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, on Thursday, July 6,
and runs through Sunday, July 30.
Audiences are invited to meet the
actors after each performance.

Staged by Artistic Director Mark
Spina, the production will feature
Harry Patrick Christian, a stalwart of
the New Jersey theater scene, in the
title role. The cast also includes
Westfield’s Chess Lankford.

The production team comprises
Jessica Parks (set design), Mark Reilly
(lighting design), Maggie Baker
Atkins (costume design) and Lizette
Avellana (stage manager).

A spoof of 1940’s thrillers, The Lady
in Question tells the suspenseful tale
of Gertrude Garnet, the most glamor-
ous concert pianist on the interna-
tional stage. On tour in 1940 Bavaria,
her colossal self-absorption is chal-
lenged when a handsome American

professor engages her aid in rescuing
his mother from a Nazi prison.

The Lady in Question plays July 6
through July 30 on Thursdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sun-
days at 3 p.m. General admission is
$20. On Thursdays, tickets are $12.
One Sunday only, July 9, is Senior
Sunday when all senior citizen tick-
ets are $12. Student tickets are al-
ways $10. Reservations (recom-
mended) can be made at (908) 659-
5189. To learn more, visit
www.TheTheaterProject.com.

An audio-described performance
for the blind and visually impaired
will be offered on July 8 at 8 p.m.
Patrons using this service are asked
to request audio description when
purchasing tickets.

The Theater Project is Union County
College’s Professional Theater Company,
bringing artists from all over the state and
New York City together in its produc-
tions. Known for its “Studio on Stage”
where the audience sits within arm’s reach
of the performers, the company is cel-
ebrating its 11th season of producing new
works and contemporary classics.

Premiere Stages Presents
Premiere of Dark Part

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University continues its 2006 season
with the world premiere of Dark Part
of the Forest, a work by Tammy Ryan.
Set in a forest west of Pittsburgh, this
psychological thriller chronicles the
story of a protective mother whose
mind and memory is haunted by a
serial killer.

The production will be presented
in Kean University’s Wilkins The-
atre, which has been converted into a
forest for the run of the play, resem-
bling something extracted from a
Grimm’s fairytale.

The play runs from Thursday, July

13 through Sunday, July 30, in Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre. Tick-
ets range from $15 to $25. A special
opening night party will be also be
held on July 13, and features a cham-
pagne reception with the cast and
playwright. Call (908) 737-4092 for
more details. To order tickets, get on
the mailing list, and/or to request a
season brochure, call the Wilkins
Theatre Box Office at (908) 737-
SHOW.

Located on the campus of Kean
University, Premiere Stages offers
affordable prices, air-conditioned fa-
cilities and free parking.
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After 20 Years, WHS Drama
Teacher Joseph Nierle Retires
By DAVID RIGGS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While the most
talked about retirement at Westfield
High School (WHS) is that of Princi-
pal Robert Petix, it is certainly not the
only one. Among the other teachers
who are not coming back this fall is
drama instructor Joseph Nierle.

Mr. Nierle taught at WHS for 20
years, beginning as a drama and speech
teacher, and then working exclusively
in drama. But his first teaching job was
not at WHS, as he spent 10 years
before that teaching English and the-
ater to high school students in Tex.,
Md. and elsewhere in N.J.

“I always had teaching jobs,” he
said. “I interviewed here and found
out I could become a full-time drama
teacher.”

Although Mr. Nierle had many
years of experience in teaching drama
before coming to WHS, he had no
personal experience of theater at the
high school level. His school did not
have a theater program, only small,
individual class plays. It took the
work of his brother to get him inter-
ested in working in theater produc-
tion.

“My brother worked on the sets for
the high school plays and I just liked
it,” he said. “I went on and minored in
theater and got a masters in it in grad
school.”

But theater was nothing new to
WHS when Mr. Nierle arrived.

“They had drama here years before
me,” he said. “However, they weren’t
doing musicals at the time.”

It would be Mr. Nierle who changed
this at the request of the superinten-
dent, making musicals a regular part
of WHS’s drama curriculum.

His first musical was South Pacific.
It was reasonably successful, but it
was not until a little while after that
when he knew musicals would be a
mainstay. This was when the drama
class performed Grease.

“South Pacific made some money
to keep the musicals going, but it was
a few years later when we made
Grease which made a lot of money,”
he said.

He added that Grease was exactly
what WHS needed to jumpstart its

production of musicals.
While Grease may have been the

show that put the school’s drama pro-
gram on the map, Mr. Nierle recalls
fond memories from all of his pro-
ductions.

“I like them all,” he said of the
plays he has produced. “I look at each
show and remember different things
about each one. Probably the most
fun I ever had on a show was when we
did Hair. I also like that we did Chi-
cago before the Broadway revival.”

When Mr. Nierle began his career
at WHS, he may not have known how
long he would stay, but he did realize
that he had found something special.

“It was not hard to make the transi-

tion to WHS, but it was very different
from any school I had taught at,” he
said. “The students were more so-
phisticated and I felt I was being
treated like an artist.”

Now, with his life at WHS behind
him, Mr. Nierle says it is the students
he will miss the most.

“For me, the most memorable part
of my career at WHS is working with
all the different students I have had,”
he said. “The thrill is seeing the shows
come alive. I have really appreciated
the opportunity I’ve had here.”

As for the future, Mr. Nierle is
planning to move to Chapel Hill, N.C.
and while there, perhaps train to be-
come a veterinary technician.

Carrie Jackson
To Perform in WF

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation will present
Carrie Jackson and the Jazzin’ All
Star Trio with Radam Schwartz on
piano, Steve Freeman on bass and
Gordon Lane on drums. The event
will take place Tuesday, July 11 be-
tween and 7 and 9 p.m. on Elm Street’s
Mainstage in Westfield. The event is
free to the public. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789- 9444.

NJPAC’s Summer Musical Program presents A WYACT Production of 

New Jersey P E R F O R M I N G A R T S C E N T E RNew Jersey P E R F O R M I N G A R T S C E N T E R

The Hit Broadway Musical Based on the Novel by E. L. Doctorow
Book by Terrence McNally

Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens and Music by Stephen Flaherty

C A L L 1 - 8 8 8 - G O - N J P A C ( 1 - 8 8 8 - 4 6 6 - 5 7 2 2 )
OR COME TO THE BOX OFFICE AT ONE CENTER STREET, NEWARK, NJ • GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE CALL 1-888-GO-NJPAC

The 
Turrell Fund

JULY 14 – 23
Tickets: Adult $25 • Child $14

Victoria Theater

Fri, July 14 at 7:00; Sat, July 15 at 7:00;  
Sun, July 16 at 2:00; Wed, July 19 at 2:00;
Thu, July 20 at 12:30; Fri, July 21 at 7:00;  

Sat, July 22 at 2:00 & 7:00; Sun, July 23 at 2:00

This production is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.

Fledgling Authors Wanted
For Fanwood Writer’s Group

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Calling all writers
to sharpen their pencils and get out
their thesauruses. The Fanwood Chap-
ter of the New Jersey Writer’s Soci-
ety is seeking new members and
would like to extend an invitation to
anyone age 16 or over interested in
creative writing.

In a casual and friendly atmosphere,
group members meet bi-monthly, at

the Fanwood Memorial Library, to
share their works in progress and
story ideas. They give and receive
feedback and constructive criticism
from other group members, some of
whom are published writers.

Scotch Plains resident, A. Craig
Newman founded the group in April
of this year. He said that writers of
any style or genre are welcome to
join. Some of the group members are
in the process of writing a novel,
while others write short stories or
short works of non-fiction, which they
submit to magazines for publication.

The Fanwood members told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
suggestions from the other writers
greatly improve the development of
their writing skills. They also discuss
publishing venues and other events
related to writing.

Mr. Newman said that the group
plans on holding panel discussions of
professional writers and speakers in
the future. They also discussed hold-
ing open mic nights for readings over
the summer. Group members stay in
touch and share writing ideas on their
web site at: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/NewJerseyWritersSociety. Mr.
Newman assigns optional, homework
topics to the members at each meet-
ing to challenge and hone their writ-
ing skills.

The Fanwood Chapter founded this
April, is the second branch of the
New Jersey Writer’s Society founded
by Mr. Newman. It currently has 18
members. Mr. Newman previously
formed a writer’s group in South Jer-
sey that operates its own Internet
website. There are writer’s society
groups in other states, but they are not
affiliated with the Fanwood group.
Fanwood and non-Fanwood residents
from surrounding towns are invited
to join.

The group meets every second and
fourth Thursday evening. They will
meet next on July 13 and July 27 in
the basement of the Fanwood Li-
brary on Tillotson Road from 7 to
8:30 p.m. For more information, Mr.
Newman can be reached at 908-578-
9281.

Russian Carnival Ensemble
To Play Methodist Church

WESTFIELD – The “Russian Car-
nival” ensemble will perform in the
next of the Friday night concert series
on July 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary
of the First United Methodist Church
located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.

The “Russian Carnival” Ensemble
consists of professional musicians that
contribute to the interest in Russian
folk music and instruments in
America. The group blends Russian,
Eastern European and traditional
world folk, as well as classical and
contemporary music in their perfor-

mances.
Musicians of the “Russian Carni-

val” possess skills in performing on
the instruments of the mandolin en-
semble. As a result of the ensemble’s
collaborative efforts, two new man-
dolin programs were born: “Musical
Journey to Russia and Italy” and
“From Baroque to Folk”. These con-
certs illustrate a connection between
the two instruments from the lute
family - mandolin and domra.

This program is designed to enter-
tain the entire family. Students and
professionals who are engaged in the
study or performance of string music
should find this concert to be a treat.

Donations at the door will be $10
for adults and $5 for children and
students. The sanctuary is air-condi-
tioned and both the church and sanc-
tuary are handicap accessible. Re-
freshments will be available at inter-
mission. Ample parking can be found
in the church lot accessible from Ferris
Place, in nearby lots and on local
nearby streets. For more information,
call the church office at (908) 233-
4211 daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.

Fabulous Greaseband
Rocks the Night Away

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Summer Arts Festival concert series
continues on Wednesday, July 19, with
a performance by the Fabulous
Greaseband. The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders invites the pub-
lic to attend this free concert, which
begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

The Fabulous Greaseband has been
a party band for more than 30 years.
Their energetic delivery of the great-
est rock & roll dance tunes ever writ-
ten has won them fans up and down
the East Coast and beyond. Aside
from being musicians, their friend-
ship and humor over the years has
resulted in an on-stage delivery of
spontaneous fun.

Those attending are urged to bring
the entire family, pack a picnic bas-
ket, bring lawn chairs or blankets to
sit on and enjoy an evening of popular
rocking oldies in Echo Lake Park
with the Fabulous Greaseband.

The Union County Information Van
also will be at the concert site, with
representatives from the Union
County Division on Aging, the
Paratransit System, Workforce De-
velopment Operations, the Office of
the Disabled, and the Division of
Social Services on hand to answer

questions and offer information about
important services available to Union
County residents.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

July 26 – Amethyst (‘80s pop/rock);
August 2 – Yasgur’s Farm

(Woodstock rock) plus JoBonanno &
the Godsons of Soul;

August 9 – Mustang Sally (coun-
try);

August 16 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band);

August 23 – Ed Palermo Big Band
with Rob Paparozzi, sponsored by
Schering-Plough Corp.;

August 30 – The Party Dolls, spon-
sored by ConocoPhillips-Bayway Re-
finery.

In case of rain, concerts will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For up-
to-date concert/rain information call
the Parks and Recreation hot line at
(908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the concert.

For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities at (908) 527-
4900.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The fireworks are over, but they
don’t have to be for singles. Try
8minute Dating on Friday, June 7, at
8 p.m. at Club Platinum, 13 Paterson
Street in New Brunswick. The sug-
gested age range is 27-38, and regis-
tration is $35. That’s not bad for eight
dates in one night. You never know.
Sign up or check out the variety of
dating opportunities online at: http://
www.8minutedating.com.

The Pierro Gallery at The Baird, 5
Mead Street in South Orange, is fea-
turing an exhibit of 17 artists and
their views of current events. Head-
lines will be there through July 16, on
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays from
1 – 4 p.m. Admission is free. The
exhibit includes a wide range of me-
diums and an outdoor installation.
For more information go to:
www.thebaird.org or call (973) 378-
7754.

* * * *
On Saturday and Sunday, July 8

and 9, there will be a Native Ameri-
can Heritage Festival at the Sussex
County Fairgrounds in Branchville.
Admission is $5 - $10, parking is
free, and the Pow-Wow will take place
rain or shine. The Grand Entry is at 1
p.m. each day. For information on
this event or directions, visit: http://
www.redhawkcouncil.org/.

* * * *
Every Saturday from 9 – 5 p.m.,

and Wednesday from 9 – 3 p.m., the
Meadowlands Sports Complex in
East Rutherford becomes a huge flea
market. There are hundreds of ven-
dors, and admission and parking are
free. Directions and information are
available online at: http://
www.meadowlandsfleamarket.com
or by calling (201) 935-5474.

* * * *
The United Astronomy Clubs of

New Jersey are hosting free public
dark sky stargazing and lectures on
astronomy every Saturday evening
through October 28, from 8 – 10:30
p.m., at their observatory in Jenny
Jump State Forest near Hope. The
lecture begins at 8 p.m. followed by
an observing Star Party, weather per-
mitting. For directions, log onto: http:/
/www.uacnj.org/.

Get Outta’
The House

Community Band to Play
At Mindowaskin Park

WESTFIELD –Summer concerts
in Mindowaskin Park will continue
on Thursday, July 13, at 7:30 p.m.
with the Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Dr. Thomas
Connors.

A highlight for the evening includes
music from the longest running show
in Broadway history, The Phantom of
the Opera by Andrew Lloyd Weber,
including “The Music of the Night,”
“The Phantom of the Opera” and “All
I Ask of You.”

A second feature for the evening is
a tone poem for symphonic band en-
titled “The Witch and the Saint,” by

Steven Reineke, and is based on the
novel of the same name by Ulrike
Schweikert. “The Witch and the Saint”
tells the story of the life of twin sis-
ters’ port in Germany in 1588, born
with extraordinary powers including
being able to see into the future.

Additional selections for the
evening include “Prairie Dances”
by David Holsinger, “Flight of the
Pegasus” by David Shaffer and
“Rondo from the Bassoon Con-
certo” by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart.

The band will finish their concert
season on July 20, followed by the
Westfield Community Swing Band,
“Nostalgia” on July 28.

Mindowaskin Park is located next
to the Westfield Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad St. in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs. In the event of
inclement weather, the concert will
be held in the Assembly Hall of the
Presbyterian Church on the corner of
East Broad Street and Mountain Av-
enue.

The Westfield Community Band
and this concert series is sponsored
by the Westfield Recreation De-
partment and Director Bruce
Kaufmann, Director. For further
information, contact (908) 789-
4080 or go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

New Providence Hosts
2006 Teen Arts Exhibit
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that C.R. Bard, Inc., located
at 730 Central Avenue, New Provi-
dence, would host the 2006 Teen Arts
Touring Exhibit from June 26 through
August 4.

The exhibit consists of 57 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2006
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College.
The annual event is coordinated by
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs in the De-
partment of Economic Development
and is hosted by Union County Col-
lege.

The exhibiting students from the
following municipalities are:

Mountainside’s Deerfield School’s
Mallory Corrigan, Scotch Plains’
Union County Vo-Tech School’s Ernst
Labady and Joseph Foster, Hillcrest
Academy’s Angel Diaz, Westfield’s
Edison Intermediate School’s Mel-
issa Littman and Jessica Margolies
and Beadleston High School’s Jose
Albino.

For more information about the
Teen Arts program, contact the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth 07202; telephone (908) 558-2550
or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ
Relay service users should call 711.

WHS Alum Allyson Coyne
Reaches ‘Millionaire’ Hot Seat

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School alum Allyson Coyne (formerly
Luck) reached the “hot seat” on ABC’s
hit daytime television series “Who
Wants to be a Millionaire” last No-
vember.

Mrs. Coyne applied to be on the
show with her then fiancé Tom for the
show’s wedding week. The show was
casting engaged couples, so the
Coynes went to New York City to
audition. They were selected out of
thousands of couples to be on the
show in October. Unfortunately, the
show overbooked and the Coynes
were unable to participate.

A few weeks later, ABC called
Mrs. Coyne and asked her if she would
like to participate alone on the show.
She jumped at the chance, and was on
the set of “Millionaire” shortly after
Thanksgiving.

Family and friends gathered in the
audience the day of the taping. “I had
kind of an entourage with me,” said
Mrs. Coyne. She had to arrive at ABC
studios between 8 and 9 a.m. on the
day of the taping to be prepped by a
producer and to have her hair and
makeup done by morning talk show
host Kelly Ripa’s makeup artist. The
show was taped in the early after-
noon, but the contestants don’t know
when they will be in the hot seat.
“They try to keep it spontaneous,”

said Mrs. Coyne, “It’s very exciting
but so disarming.”

Once in the hot seat, host Meredith
Viera quickly began asking Mrs.
Coyne questions. Mrs. Coyne breezed
through the first few levels, but got
stuck on a tricky question about Mah-
Jongg and had to ask the audience for
help. Mrs. Coyne used her remaining
two lifelines on the $16,000 question
about a word that meant “the final
shot in an archery contest.”

After phoning a friend and using
the 50-50 option, Mrs. Coyne got the
answer right. Mrs. Coyne walked
away before answering the $25,000
question, which asked, “Which coun-
try was not formerly part of Yugosla-
via?” Without any lifelines, Mrs.
Coyne played it safe and took the
money. Mrs. Coyne will receive her
winnings approximately 30 days af-
ter the show’s airdate.

A few weeks after the show aired,
Mrs. Coyne received a card of con-
gratulations hand written by Ms.
Viera. “Meredith is wonderful and
genuine – she is really kind,” said
Mrs. Coyne.

Mrs. Coyne grew up in Westfield,
attended Holy Trinity Interparochial
School and graduated from Westfield
High School in 1993. She then went
to Notre Dame College and Villanova
Law School. Her parents, Kathleen
and Raymond Luck, still live in
Westfield. Mr. and Mrs. Coyne were

married on this past New Year’s Eve
and currently live in Philadelphia, Pa.

“It was an amazing experience. It is
one of those stories I will always
have. I’m trying to decide which game
show will be next,” said Mrs. Coyne.

MILLION DOLLAR QUESTION...Westfield High School graduate Allyson Coyne made it to the “Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire” hot seat in a recently televised episode, which was taped in November. Declining to venture a guess on a question
pertaining to Yugoslavia, Mrs. Coyne walked away with $25,000.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CURTAIN CALL...Drama instructor Joseph Nierle, who has taught at Westfield
High School for 20 years, beginning as a drama and speech teacher, and then
working exclusively in drama, has retired.


