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CHANGING OF GUARD…Andy Calamaras of Fanwood, last year’s
governor of Rotary District 7510, pins Dr. Michael Hart of Westfield as
the new governor. The ceremony took place on Wednesday, June 27 in
Westfield as David Linett, Rotary International Director, installed Dr.
Hart before Rotarians from all over the state.

THANKS POST OFFICE… Joseph Y. Qutub, past president of Arab Student Aid
International (ASAI), presents a certificate of appreciation to Ionie Anglin of the
Fanwood Post Office for service to ASAI for the past 30 years. Scott Rosenhouse,
Christina Kriznauski and Mr. Alexandre of the post office were also acknowl-
edged. ASAI provides college scholarships to Middle-Eastern students.

POLICE BLOTTER
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Fanwood Planning Board
school building. Mr. Kraus requested
that the board give him an indication
of how they wanted him to resolve the
fire department’s request.

Board member Peter Sayles ada-
mantly insisted that it was not the
board’s responsibility to resolve the
fire lane dilemma for the applicant.
Mr. Sayles suggested that Mr. Kraus
delay the board’s vote to next month
in order to redesign the plans to ac-
commodate the fire department’s rec-
ommendation.

“This is not our problem, not our
responsibility,” Mr. Sayles said.

After six months of hearings and
informing the board that he had spent
more than $30,000 in designing and
redesigning the plans, Mr. Kraus said,
“We went through hoops to design
this building. There is no next month.
It’s now or never.”

Board member Andrew McDonald
said that the borough did not handle
the fire department’s request in a
timely manner.

“Why are we only getting this now,
six months into this application?” he
said. “I’m very upset this (fire depart-
ment recommendation) is coming to us
at this late hour. Somebody in the bor-
ough didn’t do their job – there has been
too much repetition in this hearing.”

He said that the “entire” application
was “too complex” for board mem-
bers to be able to remember all of the
testimony heard six months prior.

A motion to deny the application
by Mr. Sayles did not get any seconds
and did not proceed to a vote.

Board members debated whether

they were allowed to vote for the
application as submitted without ac-
commodating the fire department’s
request or whether they had to incor-
porate the fire department’s directive
as a condition.

The board also debated whether
they were acting as a planning board
voting for a site plan or a board of
adjustment voting for a use variance.

After two hours of deliberating how
to proceed, board member Robert
Deitch said, “This application has
been discussed to death.”

The board voted on the application
as it was submitted with the building
set back too far from the curb to satisfy
the fire department’s recommenda-
tions. Several board members indi-
cated that they regretted having to
deny the application and regretted all
of the time that was wasted on months
of hearings and redesigning the plans.

After the meeting, Mr. Kraus said
that he did not know what his course
of action would be. He said he was
surprised that the application was
denied; he had no comment regard-
ing the board’s actions.

In other business, the board an-
nounced the borough council’s vote
approving the rezoning of Stagaard
Place. The board had previously sent
two recommendations to the borough
council to rezone Stagaard Place from
light industrial to residential.

The board commissioned a study
by its planning consultant, T & M
Associates, who concluded that the
rezoning was appropriate.

Neighboring residents asked the
board to change the zoning on Stagaard
Place after a development application
proposing 19 townhouses was submit-
ted to the board. The change in ordi-
nance from light industrial to residen-
tial does not prevent the developer,
Primavera Parkview, from proceeding
with their application.

Regardless of the zoning, a
townhouse is not a permitted use in
either residential or light industrial;
the applicant must seek variance ap-
proval, officials said. Should the
townhouse application be denied or
withdrawn, the zoning change would
affect the types of development that
would be permitted uses on Stagaard
Place in the future, officials said.

The board discussed the Transfer
of Development Rights (TDR) project
and the effect this might have on lots
along South Avenue abutting Stagaard
Place. Board Chairman Gregory.
Cummings said that he hoped that the
TDR program would not be a vehicle
for over-expansion, which would
negatively impact residential neigh-
borhoods bordering the TDR/ South
Avenue corridor.

Paul Ricci of T&M Associates rec-
ommended that the board prepare a
land-use plan amendment and formu-
late a vision for this area to determine
how the light industrial zone along
South Avenue should be developed.

Mr. Ricci told the board that he and
construction code official Nancy
Koederitz have been working out the
details of the proposed oversized-
homes ordinance and they have been
ironing out how to define an “over-
sized” home and what limits to set.

He said that building height and
structural coverage limits are two of
the main measurements they are look-
ing at, and he said they will have more
details to present to the board at its
July meeting.

The next agenda-setting meeting
of the board will be Monday, July 17
and the next regular meeting will be
on Wednesday, July 26. Both meet-
ings will be held in the borough coun-
cil chambers at 7:30 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SELECTING THE FRESHEST BUNCH…Shoppers can find the most nutritious
and freshest foods at the Farmers Marketplace in Scotch Plains every Saturday.

Bramnick Comments On
State Budget Crisis

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times by phone
from the Assembly floor at noon on
July 4 that he was “personally sad-
dened” by Governor Jon Corzine’s
speech that morning. “(It was) a sad
day for the public – government must
work out a solution and not hurt
people, families and businesses –
it’s shameful.”

“It boils down to a dispute between
the governor and Speaker (Joseph)
Roberts – neither can compromise,”
he said. “It’s critical now – the sad
part is when one party gets in control
for a long time, disputes can arise like
family, very deep-seeded. It’s easier
when two parties are part of the gov-
ernment.”

Mr. Bramnick said that the
governor’s order requires them to stay
in Trenton until a budget is completed.
He said he expects the process to last
“for a few days,” and he said legisla-
tors have a change of clothes in their
cars and are likely to get hotel rooms
nearby “to take a shower.”

As of press deadline yesterday, the

Assembly Budget Committee had not
presented a budget, the required next
step. The governor must agree to the
budget before it is presented on the
assembly floor. The Assembly then
has 24 hours to review it before de-
bate and vote.

Mr. Bramnick said that unless the
governor declares emergency proce-
dures, “it looks like Friday” is the
soonest that a budget can be derived.

The Times asked Mr. Bramnick
whether a reduction in the spending
increase is being considered or
whether the dispute is solely about
the means of increasing taxes. He
said that Republicans proposed $2
billion in spending cuts but that “this
is not being considered by the major-
ity (Democratic) party.”

Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood and Assemblyman Jerry
Green of Plainfield, representing the
22nd Legislative District, could not
be reached for comment as of press
time. A staffer who answered the
phone at Mr. Scutari’s office on
Wednesday morning said that al-
though he is considered non-essen-
tial personnel, “someone has to an-
swer the phone.”

Jazz Nights to
Start in Westfield
WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds

Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), continues its 10th an-
nual season in downtown Westfield.
Performances will take place on side-
walks and street corners for 10 con-
secutive weeks on Tuesdays from July
4 through September 5th from 7 to 9
p.m. Bands will play on Central Av-
enue in front of The Bombay Com-
pany, the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, the corner of
East Broad Street and Prospect Street,
Elm Street in front of the Baptist
Church and in a new location at the
South Avenue Train Station. The per-
formances scheduled for Tuesday,
July 11 include Stringbean and the
Stalkers, Scott Hunter & The Soul
Searchers, Alfred Patterson Trio, Car-
rie Jackson and Chris Colenari Quar-
tet. In the event of rain, the perfor-
mances will take place on Wednes-
day, July 12.

While enjoying the musical perfor-
mances of “Sweet Sounds Down-
town”, enjoy dining at one of
Westfield’s fine restaurants or shop
and stroll through downtown. For
more information about Westfield and
other downtown events taking place,
call the DWC at (908) 789-9444 for
free a Destination Westfield brochure
including a shopping, dining and ser-
vice directory as well as a 2006 events
calendar or visit WestfieldToday.com
for further details.

WF Chamber to
Host Car Shows
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce will host car
shows in the South Avenue train sta-
tion parking lot on July 16, August 13
and September 10.

The shows will feature music, a
hula-hoop contest and children’s ac-
tivities and door prizes.

Organizers will award 22 show tro-
phies for various categories includ-
ing “Best in Show,” “Best Classic
Car” and “Best Custom Truck.”

On each date the shows will run
from noon until 5 p.m. Registration
will start at 11:45 a.m. The Chamber
requests a $5 donation from owners
of show cars and a $1 donation from
the public; a portion of the proceeds
will be donated to the Chambers En-
dowment Fund.

For information or directions, call
George Withers at (908) 789-0839 or
Bill Mackey’s Salsa Dance Co. at
(908) 400-7348.

Sidewalk Sales
Set in Westfield

WESTFIELD – Sidewalk Sale Days
will take place in downtown Westfield
from Thursday, July 13 through Sun-
day, July 16. Retailers will set up tables
on the sidewalks displaying their bar-
gains. In the event of rain, participat-
ing retailers may hold indoor sales.

“Chips the Clown” will provide
entertainment, the “Mad Hatter” will
be provide balloon creations and Gina
Minichino will provide caricatures
during the sale.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 26, a Hunter Avenue resi-

dent reported that someone used her debit
card to make purchases totaling $1,792.

Monday, June 26, a Lake Avenue resi-
dent reported that someone removed the
front license plate from his vehicle while
it was parked in front of his house.

Thursday, June 29, Robert Miller, 44, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with theft. According to police, an investi-
gation into suspicious activity determined
that the suspect had stolen items from a
convenience store. Miller was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons, police said.

Thursday, June 29, a Crestwood Road
resident reported that her daughter’s un-
locked bicycle was stolen from a school
bike rack. The value of the bicycle is $100.

Saturday, July 1, Robert Wactor, 21, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for careless driving and it was
determined he had an outstanding Newark
warrant. Wactor was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased to the Newark Police Department.

Saturday, July 1, Manfred Jurado, 30, of
Edison was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop for speeding, when it was deter-
mined he had an outstanding warrant out of
Metuchen. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released to
the Metuchen Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 27, a resident reported

that the Forest Road Park building was
vandalized with graffiti.

Wednesday, June 28, Edwin Nunez-
Bustillos, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with hindering arrest by giv-
ing false information to police following
a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, June 28, a store owner in
the 180 block of South Avenue reported
that someone gave him a counterfeit $50
bill to purchase merchandise from the store.
Police said the owner was unable to pro-
vide a description of the suspect. The coun-
terfeit bill was later confiscated by police.

Friday, June 30, Raisin Davis, 32, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which re-
vealed an outstanding Greenwich Town-
ship warrant in the amount of $374.

Friday, June 30, a resident reported he
left his bicycle behind a South Ave. busi-
ness and when he returned the next day, it
was missing. The bicycle was valued at $40.

Saturday, July 1, Verna Dillard, 56, of
Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an outstand-
ing warrant out of Scotch Plains for $89.

Saturday, July 1, Adria Lee, 20, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an outstand-
ing Fanwood warrant for $250.

Saturday, July 1, Robert Graham, 32,
of Maplewood was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of Newark for $533.

Saturday, July 1, John Ruffino, 37, of
Long Island, New York was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
warrant from Union City for $500.

Saturday, July 1, Mark Lowry, 50, of
Columbus, Ohio was arrested following a

motor vehicle stop on South Avenue,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of Lakewood for $500.

Sunday, July 2, Kashana Randell, 23,
of Union was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue revealed an
outstanding Newark warrant for $123.

Sunday, July 2, Marie Bishop, 40, of
Union was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence (DUI) and careless
driving following a motor vehicle accident
on Terrill Road, which resulted in three
injuries. The suspect and the victims were
transported to Muhlenburg Hospital.

Sunday, July 2, David Macclymont, 45, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for DUI after
several motorists reported an erratic driver to
911. Police said he admitted to taking several
prescription medications and consuming al-
cohol before operating his vehicle.

Westfield
Monday, June 26, Orlando Soto, 25, of

Roselle Park was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cacciola
Place on outstanding warrants from New-
ark, for $400, and Woodbridge Township,
for $412. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, the owner of a West
South Avenue building reported that some-
one wrote on his building with a magic marker.

Monday, June 26, Lydia Reinhold, 41,
of Elizabeth was arrested in the 600 block
of North Avenue, West, for contempt of
court. Reinhold posted $500 bail on the
Scotch Plains warrant and was released.

Monday, June 26, Calvin Mottley, 36,
of New York was arrested at South and
Windsor Avenues on warrants from
Cranford, for $125, and Carteret, for $120.
Mottley was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, Patrick Thomson,
27, of Cranford was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at North and Central
Avenues on a warrant for theft out of
South Plainfield. He was released after
posting $2,500 bail.

Thursday, June 29, Kahalilah Ragland,
30, of East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on outstanding warrants out of
Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for $300.
She was transported to the Union County
jail and was committed on default of bail.

Thursday, June 29, Timothy Parker, 39,
of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in the 200 block of Elm Street
on outstanding warrants from Westfield,
for $500; Plainfield, for $805, and North
Plainfield, for $232. He was held in lieu of
bail pending transport to Union County jail.

Friday, June 30, Vincent Tomasso, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DUI and refusal to submit to an
alcotest following a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Forest Avenue. No injuries were
reported. He subsequently was released to
a responsible individual.

Friday, June 30, after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation at South and
Westfield Avenues, Marlon Herrera-Ruiz,
27, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding South Plainfield warrant for
$136. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 1, a Westfield resident
reported that someone stole his locked
bicycle from the south-side train station.

Sunday, July 2, numerous vehicles on
Hyslip Avenue, West Broad, Pierson and
First Streets and Codding Road had their
driver’s side tires punctured while parked.
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Lawsuits
“substantially” from the original.

The new application, Cumberland
said, addressed the original concerns
raised by neighborhood residents, in-
cluding an end to vehicular access to
the gas station from Mountain Avenue
and a smaller canopy covering the six
proposed new gas pumps. More than a
dozen residents spoke in opposition to
the application, saying the expanded
station would be detrimental to the
neighborhood and complaining about
the way the property is maintained.

Seeking to have the board’s denial
reversed, Cumberland attorney Gary
Rosensweig’s complaint filed with
the Superior Court says that the board,
“by permitting irrelevant, redundant
and prejudicial comments regarding
the [gas station’s] operator and site
operations,” caused board members
“to be unfairly prejudiced and biased
against this application, thereby, pre-
venting the board’s fair consideration
of the application.”

The complaint also claims that the
property’s R-2 zoning designation is
contrary to the township’s master plan
and seeks an order for Scotch Plains
to amend its zoning ordinance.

Given that both matters are currently
pending before the court, township of-
ficials would not offer any specific com-
ments beyond the answers to the com-
plaint that were filed with the court and
which asked for dismissal of the HUB
and Cumberland Farms’ complaints.

Kean: Budget Crisis
‘Creation of Ruling Dems’

TRENTON – Senate Republican
Whip Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment yesterday in response to As-
sembly Speaker Joseph Roberts’ news
conference on the budget stalemate.

“The current crisis is entirely the
creation of the ruling Trenton Demo-
crats, whose warring bosses and splin-
tered factions have placed our state at
the brink of fiscal ruin. The squabbling
power brokers of an exhausted and
fractured party have simply chosen to
ignore their constitutional obligations
and the public good. As a result, our
people have been placed at risk.

“Tomorrow (July 5) will be a dark day
in the history of this state if the current
disaster wrought by the Democrats is
not averted. Thousands of people will
return from the Independence Day holi-
day to find that the basic obligations of
government can no longer be fulfilled.

“A new business will be unable to
open because they cannot obtain per-
mits from the DEP, a young motorist
will be unable to obtain a driver’s li-
cense needed for a summer job, crimi-
nal investigations that require DNA or
ballistics testing will be needlessly
stalled. A restaurant or hotel owner will
have to contemplate telling an employee
that they are about to be laid off.

“A road project will be halted, de-
nying a highly skilled worker his pay-
check. A senior citizen or disabled
person will wonder whether their
PAAD prescription will be filled in
the uncertain days ahead. The ripples
of Democrat irresponsibility will be
felt across the economy like a stone
striking the still water of a pond.

“The people of New Jersey are go-
ing to be punished – in a thousand
ways both great and small – because
the Democrat machine has been bro-
ken. The indifference to everything

except reelection has been exposed in
the harsh light of this crisis. The people
deserved much more from their elected
representatives, and sadly, they have
been given very little in the way of
sober and responsible leadership.

“There is still time to rescue the
state if the Democrat leadership will
only listen to the wisdom of the people
and live up to the promises they made
in the last election. We need to move
quickly to pass a budget that does not
raise taxes and forces the government
to live within its means.

“We need to effect real reductions
in the wasteful spending habits that
have come to dominate Trenton over
the last four years. Finally, we need
fundamental reforms to repair a shat-
tered budget process and prevent this
type of disaster from ever happening
again,” Senator Kean said.

told The Times that UCESC has a
“90-day quit notice” on its lease and
thus will not have to vacate the pre-
mises until October 1.

The timeline for this process is “hard
to predict. [The commissioner] tries to
process petitions quickly,” she said.
Once the petition is filed, the process
could take two or three weeks.”

She said the UCESC has requested
that the one-year lease end July 1,
2007, not October 1, 2006, when the
90-day notice to vacate the premises
expires, she said.

The UCESC has retained Dennis
Collins as outside counsel to repre-
sent the commission with the petition
and all matters related to Hillcrest
Academy South in Westfield.

Retiring Superintendent Edward
Hartnett later told The Times, “I am
very hopeful that the commissioner
of education is going to understand
the plight of UCESC and the students
at Hillcrest Academy.”

“I am optimistic that she will inter-
vene to give us sufficient time to
locate a new facility if it is within her
jurisdiction to do so,” he said.

Mr. Hartnett, who started his re-
tirement as of July 1, said he plans to
assist the new superintendent in the
dispute on a voluntary basis.

“Having worked for the UCESC
for 36 years, if Mr. Petrino asks me to
continue (with the Hillcrest issue), I
will,” he told The Times.

Westfield BOE member and liai-
son to the UCESC Alice Hunnicutt
recused herself during the execu-
tive session of last Thursday’s
UCESC meeting due to a conflict of

interest given her seat on the BOE.
According to Ms. Hunnicutt, once

the petition is filed, the state commis-
sioner of education will either make a
decision or refer the case to an admin-
istrative law judge to decide.

Ms. Hunnicutt also said that it is
possible that there could be a public
hearing on the case and that wit-
nesses could be summoned.

Westfield BOE President Anne
Riegel told The Times, “I don’t know
enough to comment about the lease
and legal situation at this point.”

In response to the question of the
timeline for the renovation project
involving Lincoln School (where
Hillcrest is located) should the
UCESC be granted emergency relief
by the state, Mrs. Riegel said, “I also
don’t know enough about the timing
of construction to have the facility
renovated for September of 2008,
assuming we get the community’s
support for a bond in December.”

“My sense is that we could accom-
plish this, but I’m not sure,” she said.

The Times filed Open Public Records
Act (OPRA) requests for all correspon-
dence between the BOE and the UCESC
concerning the non-renewal of the lease
for 728 Westfield Avenue (Hillcrest
Academy) with School Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman. He re-
sponded: “The matter is in active litiga-
tion and all inquiries regarding same
should be directed to Board of Educa-
tion Attorney Richard J. Kaplow.”

The UCESC will hold its next meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 6, at
7:30 p.m. at 45 Cardinal Drive, floor
2, in Westfield.
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Hillcrest Academy Petition

Scotch Plains Democrats
Hold Election Kickoff

SCOTCH PLAINS – On June 29, the
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee
kicked off the 2006 election campaign
for three seats on town council.

“I am confident that the Democrats
can win the township council elec-
tion this year,” said Kenneth Lipstein,
Chairman of the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee. “Our three candi-
dates bring experience and abilities
which will greatly benefit our town.”

Township Council candidates Neal
LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss also spoke at the meeting held
at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Neal LeStrange recently retired as
a Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant af-
ter 22 years of service to become the
deputy head of security at the law
firm of Sidley Austen Brown & Wood.
Mr. LeStrange has lived in Scotch
Plains for 48 years and is familiar
with its people, history, and relation-
ship with its employees. He cited
expensive lawsuits against the town-
ship by its employees and said he
would improve employee relation-
ships to save taxpayers’money.

Kevin Glover’s background is in
large-scale facilities management, fol-
lowing a distinguished 20-year ca-
reer with Donaldson Lufkin Jenrette,
where he served as Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Principal in Administration.
He presently is a consultant in that

area for several financial services
firms including Dominick and
Dominick and Sagent Advisors.

Mr. Glover spoke of the need to
properly maintain township property.
He pointed out large expenses such as
the $3,000,000 now being borrowed
to repair township buildings and fa-
cilities; a cost resulting from years of
mismanagement and neglect.

Jeffrey Strauss is an attorney repre-
senting individuals in medical negli-
gence, products liability, and serious
bodily injury trials. Outside of the
courtroom, Mr. Strauss has local gov-
ernment experience, having a com-
bined service of over three years on
the Fanwood Zoning Board of Ad-
justment and Fanwood Planning
Board before moving to Scotch Plains.

Mr. Strauss has a special interest in
the recreational needs of the commu-
nity. He was a member of the executive
board and a division vice president
of the Scotch Plains Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association for three years.
He has coached his two sons on their
baseball teams and has coached soccer.

All three candidates spoke of a need
to keep property taxes low and give all
residents a voice in township affairs.

Anyone interested in helping the
Democratic Committee work towards
a better Scotch Plains is asked to
contact Mr. Lipstein at 232-7880.


