
T I M E S
timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 47TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 27-2006 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, July 6, 2006

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 17
Education ...... 8-9, 17-19
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds .... 16
A&E .............. 19-20

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA…In ceremonies at Constitution Hall in Wash-
ington D.C. on June 28, Bill Sanders of Mountainside poses with the USO Liberty
Girls after their stirring ‘40s show. Mr. Sanders received the Medal of Honor for
his George Washington Portrait Project bringing history back to the nation’s
classrooms and Wayne Newton received the Patriots Medal for his work with the
USO from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Cumberland Farms, Cooper
Rd. Developer File Lawsuits

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two lawsuits
pending against the township’s zoning
board of adjustment seek the reversal of
the board’s rejection of applications
that were the subject of hearings and
neighborhood opposition.

HUB Realty LLC of West Orange
filed suit in March, four months after
the zoning board turned down its ap-
plication to build a single-family
house on the western half of the Coo-
per Road island. The hearings on the
application, which stretched out
through most of last year, were regu-
larly attended by several dozen neigh-
borhood residents who opposed the
development and, as part of their ef-
fort to defeat the application, set up a
website, held demonstrations at the
property, wrote letters to local news-
papers and hired an attorney to repre-
sent them before the board.

The board, in unanimously turning
down the application at its December 1,
2005 meeting, cited traffic safety con-
cerns as well as unease about what such
a large house might do to the character
of the neighborhood that is situated
between Terrill Road and Rahway Road.

In its complaint filed with the State
Superior Court in Elizabeth, HUB, rep-
resented by Richard Cohen of Leib,
Kraus, Grispin & Roth of Scotch Plains,

states that the board had “erroneously
concluded that the driveway as pro-
posed was unsafe” despite testimony
from traffic experts that the proposed
location of the driveway on Cooper
Road exceeded traffic safety standards.

HUB also said the zoning board was
wrong in concluding that the proposed
house would be a “substantial over
massing of structure and an undesir-
able aesthetic and visual condition”
and would be “out of character with the
neighborhood,” despite the location and
size of the house being in full conform-
ance with local zoning ordinances.

Cumberland Farms Inc. filed its law-
suit a month after the board’s April 6
denial of its application to expand and
upgrade its Gulf gasoline station on
Route 22. After its initial application
was rejected a year ago, Cumberland
Farms filed suit and then withdrew it
after the board allowed the company to
submit a new application that differed

Bd. Denies Goddard School/
Town Bank Application

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a split decision,
the Fanwood planning and zoning
board of adjustment last Wednesday
night voted to deny a development
application for a branch of the Town
Bank and Goddard Day Care Center
to be located at 314 South Avenue.

Despite a vote of four in favor to
two opposed, the application was
denied because it included a use vari-
ance, which needed a majority plus
one vote (five votes in this case) in
order to be approved.

Multiple board members indicated
that they were in favor of the applica-
tion but had to vote against it due to an
unexpected demand by the borough’s
fire department to move the Goddard
building to within 15 feet of the curb.
Board members found this design
change to be unacceptable and not in
line with Fanwood’s design prefer-
ences. The proposed plans put the
Goddard School on an angle to the
street, approximately 42 feet from
the curb, according to Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor.

Thomas Scalera of the Fanwood
Fire Department testified before the
board that according to a directive
from the fire chief, the building needed
to be 15 feet from the curb in order for
the fire department to be able to ac-
cess the roof from a fire-truck ladder.

The only other option, which was
not acceptable to the applicant, was
to eliminate parking spaces in the lot
to the rear of the building to accom-
modate a fire lane.

The applicant, Scotch Plains attor-
ney Robert Kraus of Fanwood Plaza
Partners, acting as his own attorney,
said that because this was going to be
a daycare center for toddlers and
preschoolers, parents would need to

be able to park near the main entrance
of the building in the parking lot.

The board and Mr. Scalera dis-
cussed whether a fire lane could be
constructed on the front lawn of the

BOE Ratifies Pact With SPFEA;
Increases Range 4.5 to 6.7 Percent

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After 18
months of negotiations, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association (SPFEA) have rati-
fied a new three-year contract. The
BOE approved the deal Thursday af-
ter the SPFEA ratified the contract
the previous week.

The contract is retroactive to July 1,
2005, when the previous pact expired.

“The board has appreciated the sup-
port of the community and the diligent
and professional way the teachers have
conducted themselves this school year.
This has been a difficult situation,”
said BOE President Thomas Russo.

Under the terms of the contract,
teachers will receive a 4.25 percent

increase in salary for this past year, a
4.75 percent increase for the 2006-
2007 school year and a 4.5 percent
increase for the 2007-2008 school
year. The median teacher’s salary in
the district is $52,325, according to
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s 2004-2005 Report Card.

Secretaries will receive a 5.25 per-
cent increase for this school year, a
5.75 percent increase for the 2006-
2007 school year and a 5.5 percent
increase for the 2007-2008 school year.

Teacher aides will receive a 6.25
percent increase for this year, a 6.75
percent increase for the 2006-2007
school year and a 6.5 percent increase
for the 2007-2008 school year.

“We have given more than we said
we would,” said BOE member Craig
Nowlin. “We don’t want staff in-

creases to force people out of town,
and right now, the average household
in Scotch Plains is paying 3 to 3.5
percent toward our schools.”

“This contract does leave the dis-
trict in a competitive state for high-
quality teachers at an affordable price.
We had needed to increase salaries to
remain competitive,” board member
Donald Parisi said.

One of the sticking factors in nego-
tiations was the debate over insurance
coverage for the district’s 314 em-
ployees. Effective Monday, January 1,
2007, employees who elect to con-
tinue with the traditional plan will pay
$500 per year into an indemnity fund.

According to school officials, the
traditional plan is the more popular
plan because teachers can go out-of-
network; the board argued that the
preferred provider organization (PPO)
is equal in quality and saves both the
board and teachers money. Officials
said the BOE would save $600,000
for the school year 2006-2007 if all
the teachers switched over to PPO.

“The only way we found that the
traditional plan is the best option was
if two members of the family have
more than $8,000 in medical bills
combined,” Mr. Parisi said.

A sick bank also has been formed in
which employees can donate vacation
days to other employees who may be
suffering from catastrophic illnesses.

The contract also calls for a change
of the middle-school schedule in the
2007-2008 school year. Students who
participate in music will have an en-
richment period. Teachers will not
lose any prep-periods with the addi-
tion of the enrichment periods.

The new contract will expire on
June 20, 2008. Negotiations for the
next contract will begin in January
2008.

SPFEA President Barbara McGuane
could not be reached for comment.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
has filed an Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) request for a copy of the
contract and will publish information
on the contract after receiving it.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FRESH BOUQUET OF FRAGRANCE…Plenty of beautiful and happy flowers awaited their turn to be taken home at
the Farmers Marketplace in Scotch Plains on July 1.
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State Shuts Down During Budget
Crisis; NJ Residents Feel Impact

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – New Jersey’s shutdown of
state government this week has caused
interruptions into the lives of area
residents. Governor Jon Corzine
signed an executive order for the shut-
down when the Legislature did not
present a state budget for him to
sign by the state-mandated July
1 deadline. Assembly Demo-
crats are opposed to Mr.
Corzine’s proposal to raise the
state sales tax from 6 to 7 per-
cent to plug a budget deficit.
The governor is proposing an
11 percent increase in state
spending to $31 billion, the
highest in state history.

The governor on Monday
signed an executive order re-
quiring both houses of the legis-
lature to work starting at 9 a.m.
on July 4 “continuing for each
day thereafter” until a “balanced
general appropriations law” is passed.

The state constitution does not al-
low the state to draw money from the
treasury without an adopted state bud-
get in place, the governor’s office said.

Due to the shutdown, the New Jer-
sey Lottery and Motor Vehicle Ser-
vices closed on Saturday. State parks,
historic sites, Atlantic City Casinos
and race tracks shut down yesterday.

Although the DMV has closed its
operations, New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission Chief Administra-

tor Sharon Harrington has extended
deadlines to July 31 for driver’s li-
censes, vehicle registration cards and
vehicle inspections that were to ex-
pire June 30. Documents that were
previously to expire July 31 have
been extended to August 31. Readers
are urged to check the state web site

for daily updates.
State police and state hospitals, as

well as correctional facilities staff,
have reported to work as normal. All
“non-essential” workers have been
told not to report to work. Governor
Corzine said that the shutdown would
furlough about 45,000 state employ-
ees spread across 31 departments.
The state has approximately 80,000
employees.

“Those (essential services) include
facilities and personnel involved in

providing for the health, safety and
welfare of the state’s population, as
well as the protection of property.
Agencies such as the State Police, the
Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices, the Department of Corrections
and substantial parts of the Depart-
ment of Human Services will continue

to operate,” a press release is-
sued by the governor’s office on
July 1 stated.

“It’s time to get our house in
order, and I look forward to work-
ing with my partners in the legis-
lature in the hours and days ahead
until we have done precisely that,”
Governor Corzine said.

Robin Marko, secretary to
Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau, said that due to the
shutdown of state courts includ-
ing the Superior Court in Eliza-
beth all requests for restraining
orders will be administered by
municipal court judges.

Municipal governing bodies have
expressed concern as to whether the
shutdown would delay property tax
bills that must be mailed out this month
for the August 1 quarterly deadline.

“We cannot send out tax bills until
we know what our state aid is,” Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skitbitsky said. “We
assume it will be flat” at $4.5 million.

“Individually, I am sure there will be
residents affected,” he said, citing Lot-
tery ticket sales and the casinos. “I do
not expect this thing to be prolonged.”

Scotch Plains Township Manger
Tom Atkins told The Times the state
shutdown “should not impact town-
ship operations.” “I would expect the
stalemate to be resolved before July 5
but if it goes five more days or so,
check back with me, I might have
more worries,” he said.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said if the borough is un-
able to mail out tax bills, “We will be
in deep trouble by August 1.”

He said once bills are mailed “it
will be two weeks for us to get money
in.” Mountainside only has $1.3 mil-
lion in reserves to cover $12 million
in tax obligations for the local school
system, county and borough, he said.

Democratic State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (LD-22, Linden) said yester-
day the stalemate is “unbelievable.
I’ve never seen anything like it.”

He said  although the Senate pre-
sented a “compromise” to settle the
conflict, “Unfortunately (they) have
been unable to gain support” from
Assembly Democrats.

“We really need the leadership
(Governor Corzine, Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts and Senate
President Richard Codey)  to come
up with an agreement,” he said.

BOE Approves Nutrition,
Discusses School One Fields

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) passed a wellness and nutrition
policy last Thursday night with amend-
ments to allow parents to bring in cup-
cakes to celebrate students’ birthdays.

“My philosophy is that the govern-
ment that governs least governs the
best. It is not our job to mandate what
treats parents give their children,”
BOE President Thomas Russo said.

The original policy the BOE had
considered called for the banning of
edible foods for birthday celebrations
as a means to be more conscientious
of students with dietary concerns such
as allergies or diabetes. After resis-
tance from the community, the BOE
added amendments to the policy, in-
cluding striking the acceptance of the
birthday-treat provision.

“Cupcakes should be available to
kids on their birthdays,” BOE mem-
ber Betty Ann Woerner said. “I would
like to strike that provision.”

“I am in support of the suggestion
that for parties our parents should be
able to bring in treats. I feel that the
occasional cupcake is consistent with
the policy,” board member Sashay
Slocum said.

The BOE began amending the fed-
erally recommended policy a month
ago to suit the district’s schools. Pro-
visions in the policy suggest that all
vending machines carry healthy
snacks and that food with eight or
more grams of fat should not be sold.
Citing that the only food available on
the school menu that meets those
criteria is waffles, the BOE’s policy
meets the federal provision of daily
allowance of fat, which is 23 grams.

“The committee itself was split.
The policy is not about changing
lunches and the focus is not on cup-
cakes. This is about federal and state

schools improving nutritional value,”
board member Donald Parisi said.

The amendment to the policy also
mandates that food not be sold or served
between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. un-
less it is through the lunch program and
that food not be sold after 3:20 p.m.,
when the school day officially ends.

“Student groups that were selling
[food]during that time will be able to
sell at another time,” said Anthony Del
Sordi, BOE business administrator.

The amendment passed 6-2 with
one abstention.

The BOE addressed the cost of
replacing the School One field. A
contractor evaluated the track and
field last week and estimated that
because of the damage the cost of
replacing the field would range be-
tween $50,000 and $200,000, accord-
ing to Mr. Del Sordi.

“The BOE dropped the ball with
the maintenance of the fields. They
are in deplorable shape and this is not
acceptable,” a resident told the board.

UCESC Files Petition With
State to Extend Hillcrest Lease

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of the
Union County Educational Services
Commission (UCESC) last Thursday
unanimously approved the filing of a
petition with State Department of Edu-
cation Commissioner Lucille Davy for
emergency relief regarding the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
lease termination of Hillcrest Acad-
emy South at 728 Westfield Avenue.

“As I am coming in, clearly the
Hillcrest situation has become an
emotionally charged issue. (We
should) promote it in a fair and objec-
tive way. The petition should reflect
this,” new UCESC Superintendent
Bill Petrino said.

The petition requests a 12-month
extension to the lease, which com-
menced July 1, until June 30, 2007.
UCESC General Counsel Linda Ott
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Chemidlin’s Family
Waits Word on Release

SCOTCH PLAINS – State Depart-
ment spokesperson Janelle
Hironimus yesterday confirmed press
reports that missionary Michael
Chemidlin, 57, of Scotch Plains, held
on conspiracy charges in Sierra Leone
for two months, was “free to leave
the country” after a judge determined
there was “insufficient evidence for
the case to proceed.” No other infor-
mation was released.

Mr. Chemidlin, an active member
of the National Guard, has been held
in Sierra Leone since April after he
was arrested while taking pictures of
the United Nations court complex
where former Liberian President
Charles Taylor is being held. He was
charged with attempting to free Tay-
lor, who is being held on war crimes.
Mr. Chemidlin has said he is innocent
of the charges. He was arrested with
three other Sierra Leone nationals.

Emmie Salerno of Edison told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times yes-
terday that she was still waiting to
here from her brother. She learned of
his release from a reporter while at-
tending a family picnic.

“Until I hear he has his feet on
American soil” she will wait his re-
turn, Ms. Salerno said.

CLASSIC CARS… Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and her family attend the
Classic Car Show held by the Classic Cougar Club of New Jersey on June 27 at
the Fanwood train station.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED…Before the government shutdown, a five-day
closure on North Ave. in Fanwood was to start yesterday.


