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SP Author Allows Readers
To Intensify Spirituality

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Christ-
mas decorations may have only re-
cently been replaced in their boxes
and packed away, but before we know
it, Lent will be here. Those looking to
intensify their spirituality during the
holy season
will find “The
D i s c i p l e ’ s
Comprehen-
sive Toolkit: 15
Tools for Effec-
tive Disciple-
ship” a wel-
come compan-
ion on their
Lenten jour-
neys.

S c o t c h
Plains resident
Karen Edwards
wrote “The
D i s c i p l e ’ s
Comprehen-
sive Toolkit.”
The author, a
member of Lib-
erty Corner
Presbyterian
Church, has ex-
tensive experi-
ence teaching and working with both
adults and teenagers within the Pres-
byterian Church U.S.A.

The idea for the book originally
came to the author as she was prepar-
ing to bid farewell to one of her
church’s pastors, who was leaving to
set up her own church in Pennsylva-
nia.

 “I wanted to present her with some-
thing to encourage her,” said Ms.
Edwards, “so I created a ‘disciple’s
toolkit’ for her.”

The toolkit was a wooden box into
which Ms. Edwards placed various
small items, each representing an as-
pect of discipleship. Marbles, seeds,
a shovel and a Bible were a few of the

items Ms. Edwards placed in the
toolkit.

“It was my way of encouraging her
to reach more people,” she said.

A treasury manager at AT&T, the
author always felt she was stronger in
math than in English. Nevertheless,
at various times in her life, she had

felt called to
write a book.
It was after
preparing a
s e c o n d
toolkit for
another out-
going pastor
that Ms.
Edwards re-
alized that
the book she
had always
longed to
write was
one that was
intertwined
with her
faith.

“ T h e
Disciple’s
Comprehen-
sive Toolkit”
took about
one year to

write. To help her pull the book to-
gether, Ms. Edwards took a writing
class at Union County College.

Ms. Edwards was further encour-
aged to write “The Disciple’s Com-
prehensive Toolkit” when, after re-
searching Christian discipleship, she
learned that there are several books
available that deal with separate is-
sues of discipleship, but no one book
addressed all aspects of effective dis-
cipleship.

“I am a Christian. I asked myself,
‘how can I be a disciple? How can I
help others to develop their strengths
so that discipleship falls in their com-
fort zone?’” she added.

“The Disciple’s Comprehensive
Toolkit” discusses 15 tools for dis-
cipleship and devotes a chapter to
each. Some of the discipleship tools
presented are: prayer, servanthood,
light, and knowledge. The book is
written in an easy-to-understand style,
with each chapter further divided into
sub-headings that invite reflection as
one reads. There are plenty of Bible
verses throughout the book, and each
chapter ends in questions that pro-
vide further spiritual reflection.

Teenagers as well as adults who
wish to apply their faith to disciple-
ship will find many applications in
this book.

Information about purchasing “The
Disciple’s Toolkit” can be found on the
Internet at disciplestoolkit.com. Inter-
ested readers can also find a synopsis of
the book, and directions for creating a
personal toolkit on the website.

Nunsense Auditions
Set for January 29, 30
WESTFIELD –Director Joann

Scanlon has announced that auditions
for Nunsense will be held Sunday and
Monday, January 29 and January 30,
at 7 p.m. in the WCP theater at 1000
North Avenue West in Westfield.

Cast requirements are for five lively,
comedians who can sing and dance,
aged 18 to 80. All have solos and must
have comic timing. One must tap dance
and another must have an Irish accent.

Actresses should come prepared to
sing something up-tempo, (bring
sheet music), and to learn a short
dance routine (bring tap shoes if you
have them). Sides will be provided.

Joann Scanlon is director, Seth
Saltzman is musical director and
Megan Ferentinos is choreographer.
For further information, call the di-
rector at (973) 635-6043.

Show dates for singing, dancing Little
Sisters of Hoboken at Westfield Com-
munity Players are Friday and Saturday
evenings, between April 29 and May 20.

WOODED AREA…Last year’s NJWA Showcase Theater performed Stephen
Sondheim’s Into The Woods. Pictured above, from left to right, are cast members
Jennifer Dilzell of Westfield, Stephanie Helfgott of Edison, Steven Tietgin of
South Plainfield and Derek Rocchini of Cranford.

Showcase Theater Holds
Auditions for Carousel

WESTFIELD – The Showcase
Theater, a summer program of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, is
holding auditions for outstanding
young theater performers, starting
Wednesday, February 1, for an in-
depth summer musical theater-train-
ing program.

Auditions, which can be arranged by
calling Valerie Pineda at (908) 789-9696,
extension 15, will be held at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Require-
ments include performing two varying
musical theater songs from memory and
a movement audition. Please wear proper
attire and bring music in the correct key.
An accompanist will be provided.

Young artists, who will be enrolled in
grades 9 through 12 next September,
can participate in daily acting, voice,
dance and improvisation classes, taught
by professionals who have performed
on and off Broadway and in regional
and international theater. At the conclu-
sion of the session, these young artists
will perform in a fully staged produc-
tion of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
Carousel and in a Broadway Cabaret,
specially produced for the participants.

The musical Carousel has a large
cast and its score reflects some of the
most memorable music written for
the stage. It was the recipient of five
Tony Awards, including Best Musi-
cal Revival in 1994, and was hailed
by Time Magazine as the 1999 Best
Musical of the Century.

The program begins on Monday,

June 26 at the NJWA facility, and
continues on Tuesday, June 27 through
Friday, July 28 during the afternoons
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield. Show dates for Carousel
are the afternoons and evenings of
Thursday and Friday, July 20 and 21,
and the Broadway Cabaret, a musical
theater review showcasing the talents
of the Carousel cast, is slated for the
evening of July 28.

For information on the Showcase
Theater audition, or information on
other NJWA programs, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Junior Musical Club Holds
New Member Auditions

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield is holding audi-
tions for new members on Wednes-
day, February 1, at 7 p.m. The audi-
tions will be held at the home of Jason
Tammam on 1168 Prospect Street in
Westfield.

Members must be in 8th grade or
high school, and they must live in or
near Westfield such that they are
willing to commute to one of these
places once a month to attend meet-
ings and other club activities. They
must currently be studying music
with a teacher. Those who would
like to audition must play two pieces
in front of an audience consisting of
several executive members of the

club.
The performed pieces should be

chosen at the discretion of the musi-
cians, so long as one is from the
Classical period or earlier, and the
other is from either the Romantic or
Modern period. For more informa-
tion, contact Ellen Scariati, the vice-
president of auditions, at (908) 232-
5279.

In addition, the members of the
Junior Musical Club will be perform-
ing in their annual Ensemble Concert
on Sunday, March 5 at 1:30 p.m. The
concert will take place at the First
Baptist Church on 170 Elm Street in
Westfield. This free concert is open to
the public.

Project ’79 Students Argue

Case Before Judge Greenaway
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Ever wonder what
it feels like to be an attorney repre-
senting a case before the Supreme
Court? Fifteen Westfield High School
seniors had the opportunity to act out
this scenario. The students, who are
enrolled in the school’s Project ’79
program, acted as attorneys before a
mock Supreme Court, which con-
sisted of Project ‘79 teachers and the
Honorable Joseph Greenaway, a U.S.
district court judge out of Newark.

Students in Mr. Alan Lantis’ Con-
stitutional Law class named their case
Goodwin vs. Doe, based on the 1982
Supreme Court case Plyler vs. Doe,
in which Superintendent Plyler chal-
lenged a Texas decree which excluded
children of illegal aliens— kids who
were not legally admitted to the Unites
States— the public education to which
American born children are entitled.

As the Project ’79 Constitutional
Law students discovered through their
preparation for last week’s case, the
argument over rights and legal status
of “the more than 27 million illegal
immigrants living more or less per-
manently” in the United States erupted
in the 1970s as many people began
entering the country illegally, cross-
ing the border and living in the south-
western states. The 1970s marked the
beginning of the current crisis in
which corporations employ illegal
aliens for less than human wages.

While Plyler vs. Doe centers around
a Texas law, the adapted Goodwin vs.
Doe focuses on an Arizona law that
authorizes school districts to deny
enrollment to children who have not
been “legally admitted” into America.
This left the school districts with two
options: a) to ban children of illegal
aliens from entering the school dis-
trict, or b) to charge these illegal alien
children tuition.

In Project ‘79’s mock case, the
Smithfield School District of
Arizona’s Apache County chose the
tuition solution, and as a result, class-
action suits were filed against the
Smithfield School District.

The 14th Amendment prevents any
state from denying “to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.” The question
Goodwin vs. Doe raises is: Does the
Equal Protection Clause demand
equal treatment for people who are
not American citizens or who have
entered the United States illegally?

In the appellant corner, Project ’79
seniors Matthew Snowden, Jason
Kealy, Chrissy Daly, Christopher
Gallego, Adam Nassipour, Vincent
Fiorino and John Massa addressed
the Supreme Court, and in the re-
spondent camp students Holly Reed,
Chelsea Saggio, Elizabeth Smith,
Alissa Bowers, Victor Wikander,
Marcus Graham, Jayshawn King, and
Terron Rogers presented their case.

On both sides, the students’ hard
work and passion shone; the kids
were articulate and demonstrated the
crucial ability to think quickly on
their feet.

The Supreme Court cast, led by the
Honorable Joseph Greenaway in the
role of Chief Justice John Roberts,
was also excellent in their capacities
to challenge the students in a way that
surpasses the typical high school
teacher / student relationship; the roles
of the Supreme Court Justices were
played by the creative Project ’79
staff.

For example, when Sandra Day
O’Connor (Maureen Mazzarese,
WHS Student Assistance Counselor)
asked why the illegal immigrant chil-
dren of hardworking parents should
be denied public education, Ms. Daly
didn’t hesitate in her retort.

“I get that they (the parents) are
working but they aren’t paying
taxes… “if they are not paying taxes
they’re stealing,” Ms. Daly sharply
answered.

On the respondent side, Ms. Reed’s
passion and poise was also evident in
her arguments.

Chief Justice Roberts (The Honor-
able Joseph Greenaway) posed the
question are immigrants immediately
entitled to the rights of American
born citizens the instant they set foot
on American soil?

Ms. Reed’s response was that kids
shouldn’t “pay for their father’s mis-
takes.”

“They’re (illegal alien children)
victims; not transgressors,” she stated.

The respondent camp argued that
all of society will suffer, ultimately, if
illegal alien kids are not provided
with proper education.

This discussion elicited poignant
remarks from Clarence Thomas, (vice
principal Noah Tennant).

“At which point can you point the
finger at the individual?” he asked.
He urged people who are born into
unfortunate circumstances to “rise
up.”

“I believe that’s why I’m sitting
here,” he powerfully stated.

Ultimately in Goodwin vs. Doe,
the Supreme Court ruled six to three
in favor of the respondents; interest-
ingly, in the real life Plyler vs. Doe
the Supreme Court ruled five to four
that illegal alien children are entitled
to a free public education.

Judge Greenaway exuberantly
praised the Project ’79 students and
educators who participated in
Goodwin vs. Doe. He said he was
delighted in the way the kids worked
together, and commented that with
every challenging question posed to
the students, he could “see the wheels
turning.”

“You should be proud of your-
selves; you all worked very hard and
it shows. It’s clear that we have some
leaders in the making.”

The federal judge also commended
the teachers for their “piercing” ques-
tions.

Project ‘79, named for the year it
was created at WHS, is described
by its directors as a “specialized
alternative program stressing aca-
demic and social development.” The
‘79 curriculum offers small class
sizes and a nurturing environment
that promotes equality amongst stu-
dents instead of separating them
based on academic strengths and
weaknesses.

“Project ’79 is like a community,”
explained senior Elizabeth Smith.

Other students noted that Project
’79 is based on mutual respect and
openness without the nervousness that
often goes hand in hand with making
presentations and expressing ideas in
a typical larger classroom.

Mr. Lantis, a 34-year Westfield
School district teacher, has been the
Coordinator of Project ’79 since its
inception 27 years ago.

“Project ’79 is designed to get these
kids more self-confident and pre-
pared,” he said.

E-town Gas Funds
County State Scholars
COUNTY – The Business Coali-

tion for Educational Excellence
(BCEE) at the New Jersey Chamber
of Commerce and Elizabethtown Gas,
a subsidiary of AGL Resources
(NYSE: ATG), have joined forces to
support the State Scholars NJ Pro-
gram to help ensure that middle and
high school students in Union County
challenge themselves to help prepare
for their futures in either college or
the workplace.

Elizabethtown Gas recently do-
nated $15,000 to the BCEE to fund
Union County’s participation and re-
cently hosted a program kick-off
meeting with Union County educa-
tors at the company’s headquarters,
1085 Morris Avenue in Union.

The cornerstone of the BCEE’s
Learn Do Earn (LDE) family of pro-
grams, the State Scholars NJ Program,
defines a menu of courses that stu-
dents should take in school. The course
of study for the State Scholars Pro-
gram includes: four years of English,
three years of math (Algebra I and II,
and Geometry), three years of lab sci-
ence (Biology, Chemistry, and Phys-
ics), three years of social studies, one
semester of economics, and two years
of the same foreign language.

Beechwood Announces
2006-2007 Registration

MOUNTAINSIDE – Beechwood
School in Mountainside has an-
nounced that registration for its 2006-
2007 kindergarten classes will be held
in February. The Mountainside school
district offers a full-day kindergarten
program to residents of the borough.
Children being registered must be
five years of age by Sunday, October
1.

Parents are requested to contact
Lynne Ciasulli at (908) 301-9107,
extension 100 to request a registra-
tion packet. Completed packets along
with original birth certificates and
proof of residency (tax bill, deed or
lease) should be brought to the main
office on Tuesday, February 21
through Thursday, February 23 be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Once completed registration pa-
pers are returned, an appointment will
be scheduled for the kindergarten
screening, which will take place
Monday, May 8 through Wednesday,
May 10. Kindergarten teachers, a
speech therapist and an occupational
therapist will conduct the screenings.
Barbara Komoroski, Mountainside
School district’s guidance counselor,
will assist with the screenings.

Bucknell Announces Dean’s List

ELECTRICITY IN THE AIR…Franklin Elementary third grader Tomasso
Wagner portrayed Ben Franklin during a skit created and performed by third
and fourth graders to highlight Ben Franklin’s many accomplishments and mark
the occasion of his 300th birthday on January 17.

Franklin Students
Honor Namesake

WESTFIELD –Students at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield gathered together for a
school-wide assembly to honor their
school’s namesake, Benjamin
Franklin, on the anniversary of his
300th birthday on January 17.

Third and fourth graders developed
and performed a “Happy Birthday
Ben” skit, highlighting his many ac-
complishments with Tomasso Wagner
as Ben Franklin and other students
portraying Franklin staff members
such as Erin Fox as principal Dr. Fleck.

Second graders worked with their
teachers to compose lyrics and per-
form a personalized birthday song
sung to the “Chariots of Fire” theme
by Vangelis. Birthday balloons deco-
rated the school’s entryway and each
student received a special bookmark
commemorating that Ben Franklin
founded the first library.

AREA – Bucknell University has
released the dean’s list for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the
fall semester of the 2005-2006 aca-
demic year. A student must earn a
grade point average of 3.5 or higher
on a scale of 4.0 to receive Dean’s
List recognition. Those students are:

Nina Baker of Scotch Plains, daugh-
ter of Stephen and Marjorie Baker,
and a 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; Lyndsay Cou-
ture of Westfield, daughter of Daniel
and Joanne Couture, and a 2005 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School; Steven
Doremus of Scotch Plains, son of Bruce
and Donna Doremus, and a 2003
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Ashley Flood, Westfield,
daughter of John and Marianne Flood,
and a 2004 graduate of Lawrenceville
School; Alexandra Fredas, Fanwood,
daughter of Andrew and Bonnie
Fredas, and a 2005 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School; Michael
Heinrich of Scotch Plains, son of Roger
and Beverly Heinrich, and a 2002
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Mariela Lemus of Scotch
Plains, daughter of Edmundo and
Marta Lemus, and a 2005 graduate of
Mount Saint Mary Academy; Elisabeth
Salemme of Westfield, daughter of
Joseph and Karen Salemme, and a
2002 graduate of Westfield High

School, and Renee Souris of Scotch
Plains, daughter of Nickolaus and
Eileen Souris, and a 2002 graduate of
Mount Saint Mary Academy.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Tristan & Isolde:  Takes On
Task of Mythic Proportions

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

One of the most heralded love sto-
ries of all time, the starting place of
English literature, and a quick history
lesson in the transition of Western
Civilization from Roman Empire to
nation state, it’s all here in Tristan &
Isolde. Well, almost.

All in all, it’s pretty big stuff. After
seeing it, you might even be able to
say you actually read the legendary
tale, perhaps fool folks the rest of
your life. Impress your chiropractor.
So, that’s one reason to see this movie.

But what 20th Century Fox was
doubtlessly counting on when it gave
the go-ahead to director Kevin
Reynolds for this largely colorful and
romantic rendering of the folkloric
tale is a lot older than history and
literature. And that’s chemistry: spe-
cifically the sort exuded by James
Franco. The thinking being that twelve
million babysitters can’t be wrong.

In other words, if you’re among
those inclined to swoon at the sight of
this apparent hottie, this is your ticket.
Portraying the male title role, Mr.
Franco is evidently swoon material
aplenty. His first appearance brought
a gasp from the teen-aged girls who
populated our viewing audience. Talk
about waiting to exhale. And you
thought all of that went out with Paul
Newman.

Problem is, there’s the rest of us to
consider. Aside from providing this
sociological note of interest to mov-
iegoers who’ve moved on to more, er,
erudite reasons for their film choices,
the matinee idol thing can’t rescue
Tristan & Isolde from its flaws, tragic
or otherwise. None of which is to say
that the story isn’t engaging once
director Kevin Reynolds finally gets
all his heavyweight themes lumber-
ing along at full oxen pace.

However, progenitor of countless
love stories that it may be, the classic
triangle plays rather tepidly. The for-
bidden affair de coeur between
Tristan, principal liege to Marke, fu-
ture king of England, and Isolde, prin-
cess of Ireland, pales in comparison
to the slightest television soap opera

today. Even stranger, there’s less
magic and voodoo.

All of which points out a telling
conundrum, a virtual barrel at the
knees of what we suspect is a well-
intentioned director. Filmmaker
Reynolds, faced with picking and
choosing what aspects of the story
should be authentic and which would
better serve the film by being
contemporized, nobly but oddly goes
the chivalric love route to intertwine
his trysters’ destinies.

It is indeed a bold stroke, certain to
please, in part at least, that curious
amalgam of literature and history by
which we judge any retelling of our
epic poems and myths. And it might
very well be that director Reynolds
will get a letter from his professor of
English, commending him on how he
handled this aspect of the movie.

However, those not overly con-
cerned with formal tradition will find
that the resultant subtlety fails to light
up the screen. After all, it’s touted as
one of the greatest love stories of all
time. Before “Romeo & Juliet” there
was Tristan & Isolde, the advertise-
ments enticingly read. Hence, it just
doesn’t do that this love affair is less
convincing than the one portrayed in
“When Harry Met Sally” (1989).

There are stimulating battle scenes,
scads of Byzantine backbiting and
lots of guilt-ridden reproaching to
accompany the storied love affair.
But, in the words of song stylist Peggy
Lee, we are still wont to ask, “Is that
all there is?” Missing is that certain
something.

You’d think the biggest challenge
facing director Reynolds would be to
maintain suspense despite an inevi-
table conclusion. Yet, he does a fairly
nice job of inflaming the tension none-
theless. Too bad he couldn’t ignite a
similar passion in the consequently
star-crossed duo who portray his
Tristan & Isolde.

WF Mayor Proclaims
Catholic Schools Week
WESTFIELD –Westfield Mayor

Andrew Skibitsky issued an official
proclamation noting that Catholic
Schools Week will be marked from
Sunday, January 29 to Saturday, Feb-
ruary 4, at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield. The decree in-
cluded the fact that Holy Trinity is
now is its 90th year of service to the
Westfield community by noting, “The
school and its students are a source of
value, pleasure and pride in the Town
of Westfield.”

The proclamation also stated that
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
“is committed not only to the devel-
opment of academic excellence and
principles of citizenship, but to the
teaching of religion and life values.”

Area students named to
Syracuse Dean’s List
AREA – Sara Beckerman and

Michael Zahler were named to the
Syracuse University Dean’s List for
the fall 2005 semester. To qualify for
the Dean’s List, students must
achieve at least a 3.4 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale) during the
semester.

Sara, of Scotch Plains, is a junior
majoring in Communication Sciences
and Disorders.

Michael, of Westfield, is a sopho-
more majoring in Arts and Sciences.

* * * * * * *
Tristan & Isolde, rated PG-13, is a

20th Century Fox release directed by
Kevin Reynolds and stars Sophia
Myles, James Franco and Rufus
Sewell. Running time: 125 minutes.

Seeger Named To
Hamilton Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the

son of Susan and Geoffrey Seeger of
Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Hamilton College for
the 2005 fall semester.

A student must achieve a grade point
average of 90 or above during the term
to be placed on the Dean’s List.

Daniel, a senior majoring in Chem-
istry, is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Karen Edwards

See It All In Color
At www.goleader.com


