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REICHBACH RECORDS FALL TO SECURE VICTORY

Devils Burn Madison, 38-36;
Fall to Green Wave, 51-26
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two different Westfield High
School wrestling teams showed up in
Madison on January 20. Sam
Reichbach (119) won the final bout to
give the Blue Devils a 38-36 victory
over Madison. The Blue Devils, how-
ever, fell to Delbarton, 51-26, in the
second match.

“It’s been a long time since we beat
a team that we shouldn’t have, but we
went out and gave the efforts that we
had to in order to get the job done.
That’s probably the best team effort
that I’ve seen from a Westfield line-
up in a long time. Each person as an
individual really came through,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
after defeating Madison.

As to Delbarton, Kurz said, “I don’t
understand how my kids pull off a
great victory over Madison and then
basically sleepwalk and get beat by a
team like Delbarton. We knew they
had their big studs in Perelli, Grey
and Melde and they were going to get
points. The other kids had to step up;
they did not.”

Against Madison, 125-lb. Colin

MacKay stopped Franco Napolitano
in 4:16 and Ricardo Johnson (140)
demolished Steve Martin with a
single-leg takedown and a nearside
cradle in 1:29.

“He’s really been coming on
strong,” said Kurz of Johnson. “He’s
a pinner. We needed him to go out
there and get six and he did.”

Andrew Shaffer (152) defeated
Austin Bone, via, 17-2, 5:45, techni-
cal fall.

“I wanted to move him around, get
a couple of takedowns and hopefully
pin him but I didn’t do that,” said
Shaffer. “As the match proceeded, I
tried to arm bar him, but he was not
giving me much. It would have been
nice, but I got the bonus points for the
team.”

At 215, Steve Cruikshank earned a
2-1 decision over Mike Hall.

“He was up one and I needed to get
up in the third period. He stopped my
first move, however I kept moving. I
was awarded a stalling point, so I
knew if I got up I’d win. On my
second move I was able to reverse
him. With 30 seconds remaining all I
had to do was keep him down. I

pushed myself and got the job done.”
Madison’s John Hall had a 4-1 lead

over heavyweight Zach Bullek in the
third period; however, with 26 ticks
left, Bullek bounced Hall to his back
for a fall at 5:34.

“I didn’t wrestle very well the first
couple of periods. My coaches told
me I needed heart so I dug deep. I
used a switch, he got off-balance and
I rolled into him for the pin.”

John Barnes (112) pinned Cynthia
Santos in 1:40. With the match on the
line, Reichbach handled the pressure
well and pinned Mike Serillo in 3:43.

“In the second period, I couldn’t
turn him because he kept clamping
down my arm and rolling through so
I had to cut him loose,” said
Reichbach. “He shot at me, I had the
front headlock and instead of push-
ing into the hip, I decided to rock him
with the cradle. We condition hard so
we can own the third period and in
this case I just had more endurance,
was in better shape and was able to
pull through.”

Against Delbarton, Johnson (140)
scored a double leg takedown and

FOOTE PINS WEILAND AT HWT, DESIATO IMPRESSES

Roselle Park Panthers Reject
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 31-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If baseball has been known as a
“game of inches” then the Roselle
Park High School wrestling team’s
31-20 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood could have been determined
by “fractions of seconds” in Roselle
Park on January 21. Split-second tim-
ing was definitely a factor in five
bouts; however, it was the mat sense
of the individual Panther wrestlers
that prevailed that night.

Credit must be given to the 10-1
Panther program because, year-in and
year-out, their wrestlers have been
schooled to have a keen sense of
using the perimeters of the mat to
their advantage and how to avoid
yielding crucial penalty points, which
happens to be part of the sport.

For example, Raider Joe Sette’s 4-
3, loss to Joe Signorella in the 145-lb
bout was decided by two penalty
points. Sette’s bout was the seventh
bout of the evening and the 10-7
Raiders held a narrow, 11-9 lead.
Sette got a first-period takedown and
Signorella escaped. Sette escaped in

the second period to take a 3-1 lead
then both wrestlers were warned for
stalling in the neutral position. In the
third period, Sette had the top posi-
tion and was controlling a relatively
immobile Signorella. Another stall-
ing warning cost Sette a penalty point
then with 35 seconds remaining, he
got banged with another, which tied
the score. Sette let Signorella escape
in order to score a takedown and win
the bout but Signorella successfully
warded off Sette’s attack.

“Both kids weren’t doing anything.
The bottom guy wasn’t doing very
much. Joe should have come out to
the side a little bit more. There was no
way the points should have been taken
away,” said Raider Head Coach John
Scholz.

After Panther Greg Montgomery
scored a 5-2 victory over Mike Ferrara
in the opening bout at 112-lbs and
Raider Sal Gano used a series of
pinning combinations to claim a 15-
0, 4:44 technical fall over Brian Skiff
at 119-lbs, Raider Trevor Cannon’s
4-2 loss to Tom Degnan came down
to a matter seconds. In the second

period, Cannon, who was in the top
position, got too high on a leg maneu-
ver. Degnan scored a reversal and a
quick two-point near-fall to take a 4-
0 lead. In the third period, Cannon
reversed and managed only a one-
count on a tilt maneuver.

Raider Ricky Olsson (130-lbs)
scored a lateral drop takedown with
one second left in the second period
en route to a 5-1 victory over Jorge
Branco. In the final bout of the evening
Panther Anthony Zangari (103-lbs)
was awarded a takedown at the buzzer
to end the first period en route to a 6-
4 decision over Gary Schardien.

At 189-lbs, Raider Nick Giannaci,
who grabbed a narrow, 6-5, victory,
scored a last-second reversal in the
first period but Jim Sinatra’s mat sense
of clinging to the outside circle along
with his extreme flexibility prevented
Giannaci from turning him to his back.

“He was very flexible. It’s hard to
turn a kid like that. I came out a bit too
aggressive in the first period. That was
why he was able to take me down. I
knew it was going to be a tough match
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN UPSIDE DOWN WORLD…Raider Gary Schardien, right, tries to avoid being dumped onto the mat by Panther
Anthony Zangari in the 103-lb bout. Zangari was awarded a takedown at the buzzer to end the first period and went on to
win a 6-4 decision.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING AND IMPROVING… Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, top, takes control of  Fred Carbone of Delbarton in
the 152-lb. bout. Shaffer won, 17-3. Earlier, he demolished Madison Dodger Austin Bone via 17-2, tech fall.

SCOTCH PLAINS

This four bedroom spacious Colonial was re-built in 2000 and boasts 2 ½ baths, large bedrooms, serene master
bedroom suite, a lovely patio, professional landscaping, modern kitchen with adjacent breakfast area & family
room, formal dining room.  052000791

WESTFIELD
This spacious 4 bedroom, 4 bath Colonial is great for entertaining.  The home boasts a large eat-in kitchen,
family size dining room & gas fireplace in the living room.  Everyone has their own space with 2 bonus rooms in
the basement, which adds to the open feeling of this renovated home.  052000675

This beautifully maintained & immaculate brick and wood shake Ranch is set on a large wooded property.
Living room features a wood burning fireplace, eat-in kitchen, formal dining room, three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths,
family room w/ cathedral ceiling.  052000798

WESTFIELD
Nestled in a notable storybook enclave, this custom residence, with European flair, boasts luxurious amenities
and includes 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, French doors to library, 2-3 fireplaces, dramatic two story entrance foyer
with circular oak staircase.  Volume ceiling, hardwood floors throughout, formal living and dining rooms with
mahogany inlays, grande master suite with sitting room, dual walk-in closets and elegant spa bath, walk-up attic,
designer kitchen plus breakfast room and more!  4400 sq. ft. + additional 2000 sq. ft. of finished basement.
Call Holly for more information at: 908-693-7544.  052000590

Pre-Construction OpportunitySpacious Colonial

Country LivingImmaculate Ranch $695,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $795,000

$729,000 $1,925,000

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.


