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Ms. Melissa A. Fiorina and Ian T. Rhodes

Ms. Melissa A. Fiorina
To Wed Ian T. Rhodes

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Fiorina of
Ann Arbor, Mich. have announced
the engagement of their daughter,
Ms. Melissa Alexandra Fiorina of
Santa Monica, Calif. to Ian Thomas
Rhodes, also of Santa Monica. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. David
Rhodes of Plainsboro, formerly of
Westfield.

The bride-elect graduated from
Gabriel Richard High School in Ann
Arbor in 1990 and from Northwest-

ern University in Evanston, Ill. in
1994. She is a Marketing Manager
in the Los Angeles office of
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Her fiancé graduated from
Westfield High School in 1990 and
from Seton Hall University in South
Orange in 1994. He is an Audit Senior
Manager, also in the Los Angeles
office of PricewaterhouseCoopers.

The couple plans to be married in
Los Angeles in the fall.

Frances Poranski to Discuss
Work With Prison Inmates

WESTFIELD – Frances Poranski,
a 33-year volunteer counselor to
prison inmates at the East Jersey
Prison in Avenel, will be the guest
speaker at the First Wednesday Lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon on February 1 at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Mrs. Poranski, a Westfield grand-
mother, began counseling inmates
through The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s ministry program after be-
coming a widow in her early 50s. She
became interested in helping others
while serving as a deacon and elder in
the church, where she also taught Sun-
day school to ninth graders for 20 years.

Although she does not have a de-
gree, she studied psychology for a

year at Union County College. Over
the years, she has counseled over 2,500
male inmates through the Prison and
Rehabilitation Development program.

In her talk, Mrs. Poranski will dis-
cuss some of the techniques she has
used in counseling both minimum
and maximum-security inmates. She
will talk about the various subjects
she discusses with them and how she
is able to get them to focus on the
future and change  the pre-conceived
notions they have of themselves. She
also has tried to give them the skills
and tools to motivate them to make
positive changes in their lives.

In 1999, Mrs. Poranski received
the Restorative Justice Award from
the Presbyterian Church (USA) for
her many years of counseling work
with prison inmates. She also received
an award from the East Jersey State
Prison in 2004 for her years of volun-
teer work.

A telephone committee of the So-
ciety will call regular attendees of the
luncheon to verify their reservations.
Space permitting, others also may
attend. Interested persons are asked
to call (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, January 30.

Evan Nathanial Katz
Is First 2006 Baby

At Overlook Hospital
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital’s

first baby of 2006 was Evan Nathanial
Katz, born to Westfield residents Dana
and Adam Katz at 4:11 a.m. on Sun-
day, January 1.

“I had a fantastic experience at
Overlook,” Mrs. Katz said. “We
couldn’t have been happier with the
level of care.”

The couple moved from Jersey City
to Westfield in September 2005. Origi-
nally from Montreal, Mrs. Katz com-
mented that she loves her new town.
“Westfield will be a great place to
raise Evan,” she said.

Library to Present Program
Celebrating Paul Robeson

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will sponsor the
East Lynne Theater Company’s pro-
duction of “Paul Robeson through his
Words and Music” on Wednesday,
February 1, at 7 p.m. as the kick-off
event to its month-long recognition
of African-American History Month.

This one-man performance will
celebrate the life and talent of one-
time Westfield resident Paul Robeson
(1898-1976), the son of a former
slave who achieved worldwide suc-
cess and fame as a scholar, athlete,
performer and activist. Registration
for this performance is ongoing at
the Circulation (front) Desk and may
be done in person or by calling (908)
789-4090.

Also in honor of African-Ameri-
can History Month, the library will
sponsor “Queen Nur’s Sweet Potato
Tales,” a family program featuring
interactive storytelling in the Afri-
can-American tradition, on Saturday,
February 11, at 10:30 a.m.

On Friday, February 10, “Lincoln’s
Birthday Remembered” will be pre-
sented at 1:30 p.m. and will feature
a discussion of the life and times of
the president who emancipated the
slaves. In addition to these programs,
the library has extensive displays of
African-American fiction and non-
fiction titles for adults and children.

For children, the library will offer
its “Mother Goose Group,” for walk-
ing toddlers up to two-and-a-half
years with a caregiver, today, Thurs-
day, January 26, from 10 to 10:20
a.m. Toddlers and their caregivers
participate in rhymes, songs, move-
ment activities and stories.

“Baby Rhyme Time,” for babies
not yet walking with a caregiver, will
take place tomorrow, Friday, January
27, from 10 to 10:20 a.m. In this
program, babies and their caregivers
take part in rhymes, lap bounces,
songs and clapping activities.

For adults, the Friends Book Dis-
cussion Club will meet today, Thurs-

day, January 26, at 2 p.m. for a discus-
sion of a novel about members of a
book club.

“TGIF: Art 101” is scheduled for
tomorrow, Friday, January 27, at 1:30
p.m. and will feature Australia Day.

The Westfield Library is located at
550 East Broad Street. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 789-4090,
visit the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.
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Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different? Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's
finest materials – like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and eight-way hand tied box
springs - to assure the most durable and luxurious comfort    available. Plus, right now, when you
purchase an Ultra premium set you’ll also enjoy extraordinary savings - and a great instant rebate.
Don’t delay - sleep better today!

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SLEEP BETTER.
SAVE MORE.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200*
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Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Mothers to Hear Talk
On College Savings

FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers & More will host
John Garretson, a Certified Financial
Planner and Registered Financial Ad-
visor, at its Wednesday, February 1
meeting. He will speak on the various
types of government-sponsored plans
for college savings.

The meeting will be held at 8 p.m.
at the Fanwood Recreation Center in
Forest Road Park in Fanwood and
will be open to the public. Refresh-
ments will be provided. Attendees
also will have an opportunity to learn
more about the chapter’s activities,
which include mom-and-tot outings,
mom’s night out, playgroups, a book
club and a craft club, among other
programs.

A national, non-profit organization,
Mothers & More champions the value
and necessity of all mothers’ work to
society, both paid and unpaid, within
and outside of the home.

For more information about the
upcoming meeting or Mothers &
More, please call Stacy at (908) 928-
9841 or Marilyn at (908) 568-2633 or
visit mothersandmore.org.

Boy Scouts’ Klondike Derby
To Take Place on Saturday

WESTFIELD AREA – The
Watchung Mountain District of the
Patriots’ Path Council of the Boy
Scouts of America has announced its
annual Klondike Derby will be held
this Saturday, January 28, from 8
a.m. to approximately 1 p.m.

Boy Scouts from Berkeley Heights,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield, plus 11
other area communities, will take part
in the derby at the Watchung Reser-
vation circle.

The other participating communi-
ties include Gillette, Long Hill Town-
ship, Meyersville, Millington, Murray
Hill, New Providence, North
Plainfield, Stirling, Summit, Warren
and Watchung.

The derby, which has been run most
years for over 35 years, this year will
feature 33 teams of five to 10 boys,
who will compete to earn points in
various skill-building challenges.

The skills include team building,
first aid and fire building, among oth-
ers. If the weather permits it, the
teams will pull sleds to areas of the
“Klondike Region” set up within the
circle area. At each stop, they will
meet the “town mayor” and accept
their challenge.

Teams will be awarded “gold nug-
gets” as points for their efforts. If the
ground is not frozen enough for the
sleds, the teams will carry the needed
equipment in backpacks to each stop.

Each team’s test scores and elapsed
times will be relayed to a central
scoreboard and will determine the
winners. An awards ceremony will
take place later that day. Adult lead-
ers and volunteers from various scout
troops will assist with the event.

The public is welcome to attend  and
support the boys. For further informa-
tion, please call Elsie Hemmings at
(973) 765-9322, extension no. 249.

Miller-Cory Invites Visitors
For ‘Snowflake Sunday’

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Snowflake Sunday” from
2 to 4 p.m. this Sunday, January 29.

This program will feature a vari-
ety of activities ideal for young chil-
dren, including three crafts, snow-
flake storytelling and a special pre-
sentation by Patricia D’Angelo on
the history of snow globes.

The fee will be $3 for children,
and adults may attend for free. In
the event of severe weather, the pro-
gram will be rescheduled for Sun-

day, February 5.
Costumed docents bring the past to

life at the 18th-century dwelling. In-
dividuals also are invited to visit the
museum’s gift shop, which carries a
wide variety of Colonial reproduc-
tions, toys, crafts, cookbooks and
educational materials.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Historic Valen-
tines” on February 12 and “A Spot of
Tea – A Talk on Tea” on February 26.
For information about the museum,
its calendar of events or volunteer
opportunities, please call the office at
(908) 232-1776.

Volunteers Are Sought
For Easter Musical

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel
Church of Scotch Plains is seeking
individuals to be part of a large multi-
church Easter musical presented by
Torn Curtain Productions.

Volunteers are needed for an Easter
Oratorio, “Saviour,” to be performed
four times in Scotch Plains over two
weekends, April 7 and 8, 13 and 14.
No auditions are required.

Rehearsals will be held one evening
per week beginning Monday, Febru-
ary 6. Interested persons are asked to
call (908) 322-9300 or e-mail
TornCurtain@Comcast.net by Friday,
February 3.

History Societies Post
Spring Assembly Date
WESTFIELD – The Planning

Committee for the Spring Assembly
of the Westfield history societies has
announced that the groups’ annual
meeting will take place on Wednes-
day, April 26, at 8 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, located
at 170 Elm Street. Introductory mu-
sic will start at about 7:45 p.m.

The assembly is the yearly gather-
ing of the community’s five history
organizations, which include the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields,
the Miller-Cory House Museum Vol-
unteers, the Westfield Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (D.A.R.), the Westfield Histori-
cal Society and the West Fields Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution (S.A.R.).

The S.A.R. is the host association
this year, represented on the com-
mittee by John Lawson. Other com-
mittee members include Bob Miller
and Dick Underhill of the Genea-
logical Society, Pat D’Angelo and
Fran Gold of the Miller-Cory Volun-
teers, Nancy Priest of the Historical
Society and Stephanie Mannino of
the D.A.R. The delegate from the
church is Dot Bachman.

The program will be announced as
soon as plans are complete. The fea-
ture presentation will be followed
by refreshments, and the public is
invited to attend at no charge.

Lions Seek Return
Of Baby Jesus Figure

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Li-
ons Club is appealing for help in
recovering the figure of the infant
Jesus that was taken from the club’s
crèche on the north side of the
Fanwood train station.

Anyone who knows of the
figure’s whereabouts or who has it
is asked to return it to either 18
Shady Lane in Fanwood or 192
Midway Avenue in Fanwood.


