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Tax Office Open Late
To Accept Payments

WESTFIELD — The office of
the Westfield Tax Collector will be
open from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 1 for tax pay-
ments. The last day to pay taxes
without interest is on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6.

Interest will be charged on Tues-
day, February 7, and interest will re-
vert back to the original due date of
February 1.

For more information, please con-
tact Tax Collector Susan Noon at
(908) 789-4051 or by e-mail at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.net.

County Taxes to Rise in 19 Towns;
Freeholders Seek $23 Million Hike

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — County taxes are
projected to increase in 19 of 21 towns
as part of the $413 million executive
budget unveiled by County Manager
George Devanney last week. The
county budget is up $23 million or 5.9
percent the final budget adopted by
the county freeholder board last April.
County taxes will drop $83 on aver-
age in Kenilworth and are flat in
Winfield.

The county’s projected $228.3 mil-
lion tax levy is  $12 million over last
year. Towns to be hit the hardest with
tax increases are Berkeley Heights,
Mountainside and Plainfield where
average taxes are jumping $163, $116,
and $104, respectively, for the aver-
age assessed homes in those commu-
nities.

Locally, Mountainside
homeowners will pay an average of
$2,054. Westfield taxpayers will see
an increase of $71 for an average
county tax bill of $2,190, the second
highest in the county. Fanwood
homeowners will pay an average of
$1,354, up $84 over last year while
Scotch Plains residents will see their
taxes increase $64 to $1,593. County
taxes in Garwood are up $70 to $1,177
for the average assessed home.

Mr. Devanney said the increase in
the budget was due to “uncontrol-
lable mandated costs,” such a $6 mil-
lion increase in health insurance, an
over $3 million hike in pensions, a
$4.2 million increase in contractual
salaries, a $1.8 million jump in public
safety and correctional services, a
$1.2 million hike in the Welfare pro-
gram and more than a $2 million
increase in operational costs, includ-
ing utility, lease and energy costs.

He said federal and state aid to
local governments has remained flat
or declined.

“As a result all county and munici-
pal governments across New Jersey
have struggled with balancing their
budgets, and homeowners, regard-
less of their situations, have borne the
brunt of an unfortunate set of conse-
quences,” Mr. Devanney said.

The county manager said he would
be working with county department

directors to identify $6 million in
program cuts to the 2006 budget. He
said he has spoken to state legislators
to once again offer an early retire-
ment program for county employees.
“In order for any early retirement
program to have a long-lasting finan-
cial impact on government, it will
have to be coupled with the elimina-
tion of positions.”

The county has also initiated a va-
cation buy back program and a pro-
gram whereby “exclusionary” em-
ployees will be requested to take two
days without pay. County directors
and freeholders have agreed to par-
ticipate in the program, Mr. Devanney
said. A hiring freeze is in effect
through the budget process.

“During the budget hearings, we
will look at each and every program
with a goal of minimizing any poten-
tial layoffs. Many tough decisions
will be made, and we look forward to
active budget hearings and present-
ing the freeholder board with as many
cost-saving options as possible,” Mr.

Devanney said in his budget address
in the 219-page executive budget re-
leased January 17.

Freeholder Board Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said, “Our chal-
lenge will be to find ways to cut costs
and come up with a final budget that
is honest and fair.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth said the board’s fiscal commit-
tee would begin reviewing the budget
in February although no dates have
been announced. The committee in-
cludes Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford, and
Freeholders Rick Proctor of Rahway
and Dan Sullivan of Elizabeth.

While taxes are increasing the
county ratable base continues to grow.
According to information obtained
from the Office of Public Informa-
tion, county ratables have been on a
steady incline for the past decade.
Last year the ratable base grew 12.88
percent to $67,068,109,920. The rat-
able base has jumped over $30 billion
the past six years.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMING THIS  SUMMER...Workers are busy in Westfield on Broad Street at the intersection of Central and Mountain
Avenues Tuesday while preparing for the installation of the long-planned traffic light by the county at the heavily traveled
location across from the Rialto Theatre. The project, which is expected to be completed by the end of the summer, will maintain
existing traffic patterns. Three sets of red, yellow and green signals will be visible at all approaches to the intersection.
Pedestrian crosswalks will be improved and traffic islands added. Mountain Avenue headed towards Mountainside will be
narrowed and traffic flow from Elm Street at Broad Street will be improved with the removal of several parking spaces.

Photo Courtesy of Dara Levy
PARKING PROBLEM…On Monday afternoon near 522 East Broad Street in
Westfield, a school bus transporting students to their homes hit two parked cars,
pushing the first car underneath the second vehicle. The bus was full, the cars were
empty, and no one was hurt.

WF BOE Hears Curriculum
Spending Plan Proposal

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum, Instruction
and Programs Dr. Margaret Dolan pre-
sented curriculum expenditures for
Westfield’s 2006-2007 school budget
cycle at Tuesday evening’s board of
education meeting, reflecting an over-
all expenditure decrease of 25 percent
from the Fiscal Year (FY) 2005-2006.

The total curriculum budget for the
2005-2006 academic year was
$508,313, while the total proposed
curriculum budget for the 2006-2007
academic year is $381,187.

Dr. Dolan explained how the cur-

riculum budget cycle runs in a five-
year review. The curriculum portion
of the budget covers the writing of
curriculum, materials for the first
year’s implementation of new pro-
grams of study and ongoing staff train-
ing.

Consumable supplies for the el-
ementary school level, such as work-
books, soft-cover books for phonics,
gifted and talented programs, basic
skills and resource room, language
arts and Spanish will total $55,421
for FY 2006-2007. These figures re-
flect a decrease in spending of
$126,770 from the FY 2005-2006,
largely due to the language arts cur-
riculum revision that took place last
year. Total cost for general education
textbooks in elementary schools will
total $24,476, an increase from last
year’s figure of $19,338.

Intermediate schools will project
no consumables expenditures for the
2006-2007 budget period; however,
there will be an expense of $64,262
for textbooks, as a continuation of the

Mountainside School Board Okays
Charge For Pre-School Program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – In its first
meeting of the year, the Mountainside
Board of Education passed a motion
to charge $175 per month for each
pre-school student who is “non-dis-
abled.”

Until now, the pre-school program
for three- and four-year-olds, which
consists of five half-day sessions, was
free by state mandate.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Richard O’Malley explained that the
cost of running the public preschool
is “substantial” – upwards of
$100,000 per year.

Board member Patricia Knodel,
who voted down the motion along

with Carmine Venes, said she was
concerned that tuition might “kill the
program.”

Board Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg countered the concern,
saying, “The goal is to charge an
amount that’s still appealing. We
don’t want to create a situation where
we don’t have the number of stu-
dents we need” to continue the pro-
gram.

Mrs. Schaumberg also said the pub-
lic pre-school is “arguably superior”
to private nursery school because of
strict state guidelines.

During open session,
Mountainside resident Alina
Balmann, the mother of a pre-
schooler, expressed concern about

the new tuition, saying it might deter
“a lot” of parents.

Mrs. Balmann said the private
schools offer more flexible hours,
which adds incentive to attend.

After learning at the meeting that
current pre-school enrollment,
based on a lottery, is not filled to
capacity, Mrs. Balmann said,
“there’s a lot of misinformation
going around.”

The lottery for the pre-school is
next month.

In other business, Budget and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman
Raymond Haggar announced a
$721,403 shortfall in this year’s bud-
get, most of which has been made up

Garwood Passes Ordinance
Banning Sex Offenders

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Town Council Tuesday night ap-
proved a new ordinance that bans
sex offenders, and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick addressed the council,
offering support from his office that
includes student internships and rep-
resentation in Trenton.

The governing body voted to adopt
a local ordinance prohibiting regis-
tered sex offenders from residing or
loitering within 2,500 feet of any
school, park, playground, recreation
area, day care facility or school bus
stop.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello reported that due to
Garwood’s size, there is no part of
the town that the ordinance will
not cover.

“The council passes these ordi-
nances because protecting our chil-
dren is a priority,” said Council Presi-
dent Kathleen Villagio.

Assemblyman Bramnick said he
wanted the council to be aware that
his office offers two student in-
ternships that are available to local
residents. He also encouraged
council members and constituents
to approach his office for advice
on state issues and representation
in Trenton. “We have a special re-
lationship with each town,” Mr.
Bramnick said in his address to the
council.

Mr. Bramnick said he would visit
again in the next several months to
update the council on new laws and
regulations, such as the ban on smok-
ing in bars and restaurants.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy an-
nounced that on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14, he and the council will
acknowledge the retirement of Po-
lice Chief Dennis Lesak at 6.30
p.m. in the Council Chambers. Af-
terwards, Captain William Legg
will be sworn in as Garwood’s

eighth chief of police. Public atten-
dance is welcome.

Other police appointments approved
by the council include Leonard
DiStefano, captain; Bruce Underhill,
lieutenant, and Michael Wilson, ser-
geant.

The mayor presented a certificate to
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Kutik of
the New Jersey National Guard, who
recently returned from Iraq. “As a hero
and true role model to all citizens,” the
mayor said, the certificate acknowl-
edged that he and the town council
congratulate Lieutenant Colonel
Kutick for his many years of service.

Garwood resident Cheryl Pickett
asked whether there had been any
progress in instituting a “reverse
911” system in the borough. The
mayor said Garwood had been
“turned down three times for grant
money to make that happen.” Resi-
dent Bruce Paterson noted that he
had asked freeholders last year about
“reverse 911” and was told it is not
something they are considering at
this time.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dark Fiber Link to County
Buildings Draws Council Concerns

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During
Tuesday’s council conference meet-
ing, the Westfield council heard pre-
sentations from a telecommunica-
tions company on linking up with
Verizon lines and establishing a dark
fiber network on North Avenue to
connect with county buildings and
from PSE&G on an easement to in-
crease substations at the southern
border of town. The council com-
mittee reports focused on the hiring
of a town webmaster at a reduced
rate and the town’s response to the
Stop and Shop parking and Lord &
Taylor sale rumors.

New Jersey and New York-based
metro dark cable provider company
4Connections has entered into an
agreement with Verizon to use
Verizon’s existing Westfield tele-
phone poles to put in dark fiber tech-
nology. Dark cable is unused optical
fiber infrastructure that can be leased
to individuals or companies who wish
to establish their own optical con-
nections between multiple locations.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
explained that when more than one
public utility seeks to use an existing
public utility easement, it requires
council input and consent. 4Con-
nections wishes to traverse North

Avenue and connect to the Ralph
Froehlich Public Safety Building and
secure a route that links to the county
engineering building in Scotch Plains,
and ultimately to the Union County
Courthouse and the Union County
College campus in Plainfield.

However, Mr. Cockren said he ques-
tioned whether approval was required
because North Avenue is a county road.

Councilman Sal Caruana asked 4Con-
nections President Gil Santaliz “(Do)
you need to come through our town to
hook up customer A to customer B? Is
there a specific street that needs to be
hooked up that you have to traverse
town or is this in contemplation?”

Mr. Santaliz indicated that 4Connec-
tions already has an established con-
tract with Union County and has “been
talking with (county manager) George
Devanney’s office to have additional
locations, one or two of which might be
in Westfield or Scotch Plains. So we are
contemplating getting service there
shortly but we need to go through town.”

“We can’t be unreasonably denied,”
Mr. Santaliz added. “We sit down with
you so you know what we’re doing and
that we’re here and operating in the
town. As a telecommunications carrier,
we’re not supposed to be denied unless
there’s something compelling that they
think is dangerous. Technically, we
don’t need your consent.”

4Connections, which earlier boasted
the ability to connect customers on
municipal streets to North Avenue,
were unable, after several inquiries
from council, to deliver a statement of
purpose. “Specifically, are you taking
this from the City of Elizabeth to a
given path that must traverse on North
Avenue to make a connection and go
on a different path for another connec-
tion?” Mr. Cockren asked. “That’s a
different issue than saying that we
would like to traverse municipal streets
in the future. Seems to me, you need to
answer the question I just asked. Why
specifically are you coming? What are
your business purposes? It can’t be
theoretical that we need to be here.”

“You said there might be munici-
pal streets targeted,” Fourth Ward
Councilman Tom Bigosinski said. “It
seems like that would be the proper
time to come before us, not to get this
geographic blank check now.”

However, if the town denies 4Con-
nections, it could be seen as favorit-
ism towards Verizon or violating an-
titrust agreements that govern against
monopolies, officials said. “If we put
a restriction on them beyond what we
do on Verizon, then we’re essentially
favoring Verizon in providing tele-
communication services throughout
town,” Councilman David Haas said.

According to Mr. Santaliz, “Not al-
lowing 4Connections to operate the
same way Verizon does would be un-
fair. It’s that simple. We’re looking for
the right to occupy the public right of
way like Verizon does and just apply to
be on the pole that they’re on as well.”

On another matter, PSE&G pre-
sented a request for easement to
traverse the parking lot across from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church and
adjacent to the newly refurbished rec-
reational field. Rob Gibbs, the man-
ager of corporate properties, said the
easement request is meant to increase
substations and improve reliability.

“With all the redevelopment in the
area, our charts are showing that the
anticipated load factor is continuing
in capacity, so as to avoid blackouts
or brownouts, this will improve reli-
ability,” Mr. Gibbs said.

Construction should take 90 to 120
days, with the parking lot out of com-
mission for a week.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said because
of the town’s inability to find a taker
on the Rahway Avenue quiet zone
work, the town ought to consider ty-
ing the two efforts together.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst responded, “I’m hearing 120
days and under no circumstance do I
want the quiet zone construction to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF AN ERA…Beautiful Things owners Nell and Austin Goodwin of
Westfield are busy closing down the store after 33 years in Scotch Plains. Pictured,
at right, is store manager Susan Musano of Scotch Plains.
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MS Awards Police Officers
For Cases Handled in 2005
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During
Mountainside’s January 2 organiza-
tional meeting, several awards were
given to borough police officers for
cases handled last year.

As part of the Union County Emer-
gency Response Team (UCERT) in New
Orleans, Detective Donald Amberg was
given a certificate of recognition.

According to Police Chief James
Debbie, Detective Amberg was de-
ployed to New Orleans for more than
two weeks after Hurricane Katrina hit
last September.

“He was part of a team required to
conduct search-and-rescue operations,
while combating looting. He was also
sworn in as a federal officer having
arrest power nationwide,” the chief said.

Detective Amberg also received a
commendation award for his work over
the summer in helping to clear a victim
of identity theft. The chief noted that
Detective Amberg started his investi-
gation after the victim was wrongly
issued a high number of summonses
for infractions in Mountainside.

According to the chief, Detective
Amberg was able to help the victim
begin unraveling months of traffic tick-
ets. Detective Amberg was also able to
locate and arrest the suspect using the
victim’s driver’s license. The chief
concluded, “Through Detective
Amberg’s diligent and untiring inves-
tigation, a serial identity thief was
halted and an innocent man can begin
putting his life back together.”

Officer James Urban, who chased a
vehicle after its passengers held up the
Echo Queen Diner on Route 22 at
gunpoint, received an “Excellent Po-
lice Service” award.

According to Chief Debbie, the pur-
suit ended with an arrest a short time
after an accident in front of Autoland
of Springfield. The Springfield Police
Department assisted with the arrest.

Officer Michael Pasquale and Cor-
poral Kenneth Capobianco received
commendations for their backup help

with the chase. In addition, Communi-
cation Officer Walter Kutsop received
a commendation for his work alerting
other towns, while talking to and help-
ing the victims at the diner.

Other commendation awards were
issued for Corporal Richard Latargia,
and Officers John Philippakos and
Jeffrey Stiner for their help in appre-
hending suspects who were trying to
run a Fanwood police officer off the
road on Route 22.

According to the chief, last spring
Corporal Latargia and Officer
Philippakos tackled the suspects after
they attempted to jump from the ve-
hicle and flee on foot.

He said, “the suspects were returned
to Fanwood for processing where it
was determined they had been com-
mitting armed robberies in Plainfield
over the last couple of months.”

A commendation award was also
given to Sergeant Allan Attanasio,
Corporal Kenneth Capobianco, Of-
ficer Michael Pasquale and Officer
James Urban after their help in appre-
hending suspects from a carjacked
vehicle in Springfield. The car check-
ing occurred in North Plainfield.

A life-saving award was given to
Officers Richard Antonacci and James
Urban for saving the life of an elderly
resident in cardiac arrest. The officers
administered Cardio Pulmonary Re-
suscitation (CPR) and used an auto-
matic defibrillation unit.

Chief Debbie concluded that the
awards were determined by a special
committee for the police, which in-
cluded Patrolman Thomas Norton,
who has served Mountainside for seven
years, Patrolman Kevin Betyeman,
who has served the borough for 11
years, Sergeant Joseph Giannuzzi, who
has served for 13 years, and Captain
Richard Osieja, who has been a part of
the police department for 28 years.

He further said, “The actions of all
of these officers exemplify the dedica-
tion to duty and bravery we have come
to expect from the members of the
Mountainside Police Department.”
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, January 14, three people
were arrested in the 50 block of
Nomahegan Drive. Stephen Bock, 36,
of Garwood was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Roselle
for $250. He was released by the Roselle
Police Department and given a new
court date.

Christine Hewson, 25, of Westfield
was charged with possession of a hypo-
dermic needle and also arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for $355
from Lawrence. Hewson was released
on her own recognizance on the Westfield
charge and held on the warrant.

Anthony Andreola, 37, of Westfield
was charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of hypo-
dermic needles. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Monday, January 16, Wilson Gill,
3rd, 35, of Westfield was arrested at
Park Street and Central Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was later released to a responsible
individual.

Monday, January 16, Daniel Wasama,
26, of Fanwood was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at South and West
Avenues in Garwood on an outstanding
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $98.
He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, January 18, Mark
McLeod, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Wash-
ington Street and Rahway Avenue on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $405
from Middlesex Borough. McLeod was
released on bail.

Thursday, January 19, Chad Johnson,
23, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway. He was charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance/suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute; possession with in-
tent to distribute within 1,000 feet of a
school zone; possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses.

Thursday, January 19, Gregory R.
Strond, 41, of Plainfield was arrested by
NJ Transit police and charged with dis-
orderly conduct, for which he was is-
sued a summons. Strond was taken into
custody at the Westfield train station and
transported to Westfield Police Head-
quarters, where it was discovered there
were two criminal warrants for him that
had been issued by Plainfield, for a total
of $1,530. He was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, January 19, Alfie Spooner,
32, of Fords was arrested at the
Middlesex County Jail on multiple
warrants. They included two motor ve-
hicle warrants from Westfield totaling
$1,820; a Clark traffic warrant for
$1,000; a traffic warrant and a criminal
warrant from Bedminster totaling $999;
a traffic warrant and a criminal warrant
from Newark totaling $600 and a $500
motor vehicle warrant from Garwood.

Westfield Municipal Court Judge
Brenda Cuba reduced the Westfield
amount to $500. Spooner was unable to
post bail and was committed to the
Union County jail, police said.

Friday, January 20, David Strassberg,
22, of Westfield was arrested at South
Euclid and Fairmont Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, January 20, Jeffrey Hannon,
34, of East Hanover was arrested in the
500 block of East Broad Street on a
criminal warrant for $350 from New-
ark. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 20, Todd Aurand, 28,
of Roselle Park was arrested at Central
Avenue and Grove Street on an out-
standing Westfield motor vehicle war-
rant for $295. He was released after
posting bail.

Saturday, January 21, Bruce L. Hicks,
Jr., 30, of Jersey City was arrested at
Westfield Police Headquarters on a traf-
fic warrant issued by Westfield. He was
being held on $1,000 bail.

Saturday, January 21, Richard Tho-
mas, 40, of Westfield was arrested in
the 100 block of Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Scotch Plains for $500. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, January 15, a Spruce Lane

resident reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated she hired a
moving company to move furniture.
She reported that when the movers were
done she noticed jewelry missing from
one of the boxes. The jewelry was val-
ued at approximately $10,000.

Tuesday, January 17, a resident of
Brookside Drive reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. The victim stated
that unknown person or persons dam-
aged a light post in front of his house.

Thursday, January 19, a resident of
Lenape Way reported being the victim
of harassment. The victim stated he has
received several phone calls during the
night. The unknown caller would leave
agitated phone messages on the victim’s
voice mail.

Thursday, January 19, a South Av-
enue business owner reported money
missing from the store. It is unknown
how much money was taken. There
were no signs of forced entry.

Friday, January 20, James Murphy, 43,
of Springfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana and an out-
standing warrant out of Newark.

According to police, Murphy was ob-
served banging on doors when officers
arrived at the scene. He was placed under
arrest after he was discovered to be in
possession of the marijuana, police said.
After being processed he was released to
the Newark Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 17, Dana A. Indico,

19, of South Plainfield was arrested for
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Shady Lane at
Winfield Place.

Wednesday, January 18, Ernestine
Jackson, 33, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Shannone O.
Holt, 26, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue and Martine Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Marcus G.
Digesu, 31, of Linden was arrested for
outstanding warrants on Terrill Road at
Patterson Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Friday, January 20, Sharon E.
Cummings, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue and Hetfield Avenue.

Friday, January 20, Pathmavathie
Iyar, 41, of Metuchen was arrested and
charged with writing fraudulent checks.
She was released after posting $5,000
bail.

Friday, January 20, Dennis Porter,
18, of Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of a stolen vehicle.

Saturday, January 21, Domenico
Guerriero, 33, of Garwood, was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed numerous outstanding warrants.

Saturday, January 21, Timothy A.
Tomy, 47, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on North Avenue and
Hetfield Avenue.

Monday, January 23, Sharon R. Jack-
son, 35, of Union was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue and Matine Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 18, police re-

sponded to an attempted car jacking at
a Mountain Avenue convenience store.
According to police, the victim was
exiting the store when he observed a
black male entering his vehicle. The
suspect attempted to pull out of the
parking spot when the victim opened
the rear door of his vehicle and pulled
out his work knife. Police stated that
the victim then threatened to “stab his
(the suspect’s) ass.” After being threat-
ened, the suspect jumped out of the
vehicle and ran to a waiting vehicle.
The driver of the vehicle, also a black
male, fled south on Mountain Avenue
at a high rate of speed, police said.

Before leaving the parking lot, the
victim was able to stab at the get-away
car and puncture the left rear tire, police
said. The victim stated he could hear air
coming out of the tire as the suspects fled
the scene. The vehicle was observed by
police traveling at a high rate of speed on
Route 22 but police determined that
because of the high rate of speed the
vehicle would be dangerous to pursue.
The incident is under investigation.

Friday, January 20, a Wyoming Drive
resident reported being the victim of a
burglary attempt. The victim stated that
the rear door to his home had been
partially pried open. He also reported
that two patio chairs had been moved
from their original location to under-
neath a low lying roof line. No entry
was gained into the home, police said.

Friday, January 20, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported being the
victim of theft. She stated that she placed
her purse on the seat next to her and
later discovered it missing. The victim
reported that her purse contained her
cell phone, credit cards, driver’s license,
$20 in cash and possibly her Social
Security card. The victim and manage-
ment checked the theater after the lights
returned on and found nothing, police
said. The victim’s cell phone was re-
portedly later found in the possession
of two 16-year old juveniles from
Plainfield. They were arrested at a the-
ater in Bridgewater for stealing the purse
of a patron of that theater the same
night, police said. Charges will be filed
in Mountainside pending an investiga-
tion, police said.

Saturday, January 21, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated the
suspects broke her passenger side win-
dow to gain entry to her vehicle. Stolen
from the vehicle was the victim’s purse
containing her checkbook, driver’s li-
cense, credit cards and approximately
$100 cash.

Friday, January 20, Michelle A.
Goodwin, 43, of Irvington was arrested
at the state police headquarters in New-
ark for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $350.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOTING FOR WRESTLERS…Wrestling fans show some intensity, while
watching the 171 pound bout between Blue Devil Colin Willard and Raider Al
Nassiri at last Wednesday’s Westfield-Scotch Plains wrestling match.

MS Rec Softball
Registration Begins
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment sponsors softball programs for
children five years old through eighth
grade.

Children in grades 3-5 play in
the instructional Junior Division
and those in grades 6-8 compete in
the Senior Division. Practice for
these age groups begins in March
and games are scheduled from mid
April to early June. Registration is
$50 per child for the Junior Divi-
sion and $60 per child for the Se-
nior Division. After the February
15 deadline, a $15 late fee is
charged if space is available.

Children in grades 1-2 attend
instructional clinics on Saturday
mornings in late April and May.
Registration is $25 per child. After
the March 1 deadline, a $15 late
fee is charged if space is available.

Children who are five years old
or who will be five by August 1 can
participate in Koosh Kids, a four-
week introduction to the skills of
throwing, catching, batting and run-
ning. The sessions take place on
Saturday mornings beginning in
late April. Registration is $15 per
child. After the March 1 deadline,
a $15 late fee is charged if space is
available.

Registrations for all softball pro-
grams will be accepted after Feb-
ruary 1 at the Recreation Depart-
ment in Borough Hall, 1385 Route
22 East, Mountainside. For more
information, please call 908-232-
0015.

from other sources.
Mr. Haggar explained that the bulk

of the budget deficit came from spe-
cial education needs, in part because
there are 17 special needs children in
the district but only 10 were accounted
for in the budget.

Additional unbudgeted expenses
included: increased health insurance
costs, utility costs and an asbestos
management plan.

Mr. Haggar said the rest of the
overage was from 2004-2005 unpaid
obligations.

Dr. O’Malley said “make-up
money” has allowed the district to
“bridge most of the gap.”

This money includes $402,500 to
offset tuition from Berkeley Heights,
$7,000 in rewritten federal grants due
to lapse in August, $42,000 in ex-
traordinary state aid and $169,000
in Individuals With Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act (IDEA)
grants.

Dr. O’Malley said that the district
is trying to avoid cutting school pro-
grams as a result of the deficit.
“We’ve done everything we can to
keep it out of the classroom, but we
have to get to June still,” he said,
adding that “we basically had to re-
construct the whole district’s finan-
cial components.”

The board will vote on the budget
on Tuesday, February 28.

In other news, Dr. O’Malley re-
viewed the six “district goals” and
highlighted some of the year’s ac-
complishments, including implemen-
tation of the new “everyday and con-
nected” math program, the new en-
richment and writing policies and the
completion of the district emergency-
management plan.

Dr. O’Malley also said the district
hired 22 new employees and imple-
mented a food-service-nutrition plan,
among other changes.

Additionally, the board handed
out several awards. The four win-

ners of the Reader’s Digest Na-
tional Word Power Challenge re-
ceived certificates. The contest,
which challenged students on their
vocabulary skills, had one winner
from each of the four grades that
participated.

The four winners included eighth
grader Joseph Komosinki, seventh
grader Ayla Meyer, sixth grader
Danny Boyle and fifth grader Cooper
Truman.

The national contest invites the top
100 scorers, in sixth through eighth
grades, to compete in the state cham-
pionship in March.

Also honored was James Patterson,
who placed first from among fifth
through eighth graders in the
district’s National Geographic Ge-
ography Bee.

The fifth grader has taken a test for
the national contest and is awaiting
results to see if he will move on in
the competition. He received a cer-
tificate and a medal.

Miss Teen New Jersey Galaxy, 18-
year-old Gabrielle Apigo, also ad-
dressed the board in open public ses-
sion to help raise awareness for her
platform, a rare bone and joint dis-
ease called Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (FOP).

The Mountainside native asked for
an opportunity to address students
about FOP.

“How far would you fight, push
and plea if it was someone you
loved with this disease?” she
asked, adding that awareness is
important. “Education is power,”
she said.

Resident Gary Whyte, an advocate
for FOP awareness, said his efforts to
address students had been turned
down in the past.

Dr. O’Malley said he would dis-
cuss the possibility of holding an
assembly to raise FOP awareness.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 14.

curriculum redevelopment from last
year. “The curriculum was redone,
but we never got all of the textbooks,”
Board President Anne Riegel said.
The textbook expenditure figure was
$113,937 last year.

Consumable supplies for the high
school are estimated at $12,448 and
include materials for the project adven-
ture course, the new possible broadcast
journalism course and earth and envi-
ronmental science revisions.

The cost of new textbooks for the
general education program will be
$120,441, with $52,570 spent on new
mathematics books.

New course American Studies will
require textbooks. The increase in
expenditure for textbooks will be
$45,889.

Staff training is estimated at
$70,934. Part of this allocation in-
cludes a proposal to enter the Virtual
High School program, which will al-
low 50 students to participate in an
online course normally not available
at WHS. Implementation cost for this
program is $11,500, including an
annual fee of $6,500.

This cooperative program will “al-
low students to have a different type
of learning…not necessarily just for
advanced students. This is something
that every high school should be do-
ing,” Superintendent Dr. William
Foley said. This “pilot project,” a
term devised by board member Gary
McCready, will require one teacher
to coordinate the course.

Testing services for the high school
are projected to be $21,704 for scor-
ing services for the High School Pro-
ficiency Assessment (HSPA) in grades
nine and 10, as well as the Wechsler

Intelligence Scale for Children
(WISC) gifted-and-talented IQ test.

There will be a decrease in summer
curriculum writing from $34,282 to
$11,500. General administration costs
are projected to be $41,787; this in-
cludes travel expenses, office sup-
plies and subscriptions, district mem-
berships and a projector for the new
American Studies class.

In other business, the board con-
gratulated the Westfield High School
(WHS) Model United Nations (UN)
Club, which sent more than 140 del-
egates this month in Hershey, PA, the
largest delegation of all the schools in
attendance. Westfield won the Pre-
mier Delegation award.

On Friday and Saturday, January
27 and 28, the Washington School
Players will perform The Incredible,
Super Reunion. Tickets are available
at Reuniontix@aol.com.

The public is invited to attend the
superintendent’s presentation on “Un-
derstanding the Numbers” this Mon-
day, January 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
WHS auditorium. At the meeting, he
intends to describe how tax dollars
are allocated in the school budget, the
decision-making process and con-
straints that the district faces in devel-
opment of a budget, and he will an-
swer any questions about the upcom-
ing budget referendum.

The board’s budget meeting sched-
ule will be as follows: January 31,
special education; February 7, fine
arts and athletics; February 14, tech-
nology and guidance, and February
28, personnel and general education.

Meetings commence on Tuesday
nights at 8 p.m. in the board meeting
room at 302 Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside BOE
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Westfield BOE

be delayed waiting for Conrail and
county approval. I don’t like putting
those two things together. I want to go
back to our original plan (the first
street paving contract of 2006 was set
to have the Rahway Avenue quiet
zone as an attachment).”

During First Ward Councilman Pe-
ter Echausse’s Finance Policy Com-
mittee report, he said a townsperson
with experience has offered his ser-
vices at a $7,000 rate “for as many
hours as the town wants” to serve as
the new webmaster. Historically,
Councilman Echausse said the posi-
tion garnered $12,000 a year.

Councilman Caruana announced
that remediation on the Prospect and
Elm Street parking lot is about to
begin and will take one to two weeks.
The lot will be repaved and restriped
and, between the two, there will be a
“six- to eight-week disruption.”

Concerning the town not adding
the Stop and Shop parking lots re-
cently bought by the food store, the
councilman said, “The town would
have had an interest in exploring add-
ing that capacity, but we were com-
pletely unaware of the opportunity to

buy. Those buildings were for lease.
We were never notified that they were
for sale or asked if we would enter-
tain participation in the bidding.”

Mentioning that Lord & Taylor is
up for sale, Councilman Caruana said,
“We will express an interest that
should they decide to sell the em-
ployee lot across the street, that the
Town of Westfield would be inter-
ested in bidding.”

Debby Burslem from the Westfield
Historical Society discussed prelimi-
nary plans to book the south side train
station lot on Saturday, May 20 to
host a “town-wide garage sale” simi-
lar to ones held in Cranford.

Kisha Achoe gave a presentation
on the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society’s request to sponsor a one-to-
three mile walk during the spring.
The event, Light The Night, seeks to
raise money and awareness for leuke-
mia and other blood cancers. Ms.
Achoe, after showing a brief film
showcasing the walk, said she esti-
mates 300 to 400 people will partici-
pate. Walkers hold illuminated bal-
loons – red for support, white for
those having defeated the illness.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
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Victorian Railing to Replace Fence
Around Proposed School, Bank
By JAMES HALLERAN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Plaza
Partners appeared in front of the
Fanwood Planning Board and Board
of Adjustment for the third time on
January 10 as they addressed an out-
standing bank sign variance regard-
ing the development of a Goddard
School and a branch of the Westfield-
based Town Bank at 314, 324 and 328
South Avenue.

The daycare center provides ser-
vices for 128 children ranging from
six months to six years old. Founded
in 1988, Goddard has opened 170
schools in 22 states, according to its
website.

Fanwood Plaza Partners Architect
Carol Hewitt testified that the origi-

nally planned four-foot fence around
the school would be replaced by a 40-
inch Victorian railing to address the
safety needs of the children in and
around the school.

A request for a variance for a stand-
alone 30-square foot bank sign for
the Town Bank was also withdrawn
and replaced on the plans with a stan-
dard sign. Town Bank Chief Presi-
dent and Executive Officer Robert
Dowens, Sr. assured the board that all
safety and security factors had been
addressed for the bank.

The issue of the back of the build-
ing of the school acting as the main
entrance as opposed to the front of the
building facing South Avenue will be
discussed at the board’s Thursday,
February 25 meeting. A school em-

ployee testified that with the parking
lot in the back entrance, it would be
more convenient and safer for par-
ents as they drop off their children as
opposed to having the entrance in the
front of the building.

Elizabeth Dolan, traffic engineer
for Fanwood Plaza Partners, said that
she and the board’s expert traffic en-
gineer, Lee Klein, agreed on the num-
ber of parking spaces which would be
available during the day as well as
peak and off peak traffic hours in and
out of the parking lot.

However, during the meeting it was
pointed out that the traffic patterns of
the buses, which service Specialized
Children’s Hospital located on South
Avenue, still have to be studied. In-
formation about the hospital’s bus
traffic will be addressed at the next
meeting.

On another application, the board
approved a modified stormwater man-
agement system for JMG Properties,
which is constructing a new house at
116 Farley Avenue. A number of resi-
dents opposed to the project due to
flooding on their properties, which
lie in a flood zone.

Carol Oaks testified that since the
construction began, the intake of water
in her backyard has increased.

Fanwood Borough Engineer Joseph
Prior assured the board that the appli-
cant had agreed to redesign the
property’s stormwater management
system. He said once the changes are
made and the project has been com-
pleted, the flooding should be cor-
rected.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, who sits on
the planning board, assured the resi-
dents the borough would assist them
in other ways if the storm water man-
agement system does not improve the
flooding problem.

County Taxes to Rise in 19 Towns;
Freeholders Seek $23 Million Hike

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — County taxes are
projected to increase in 19 of 21 towns
as part of the $413 million executive
budget unveiled by County Manager
George Devanney last week. The
county budget is up $23 million or 5.9
percent the final budget adopted by
the county freeholder board last April.
County taxes will drop $83 on aver-
age in Kenilworth and are flat in
Winfield.

The county’s projected $228.3 mil-
lion tax levy is  $12 million over last
year. Towns to be hit the hardest with
tax increases are Berkeley Heights,
Mountainside and Plainfield where
average taxes are jumping $163, $116,
and $104, respectively, for the aver-
age assessed homes in those commu-
nities.

Locally, Mountainside
homeowners will pay an average of
$2,054. Westfield taxpayers will see
an increase of $71 for an average
county tax bill of $2,190, the second
highest in the county. Fanwood
homeowners will pay an average of
$1,354, up $84 over last year while
Scotch Plains residents will see their
taxes increase $64 to $1,593. County
taxes in Garwood are up $70 to
$1,177 for the average assessed
home.

Mr. Devanney said the increase in
the budget was due to “uncontrol-
lable mandated costs,” such a $6
million increase in health insurance,

an over $3 million hike in pensions,
a $4.2 million increase in contrac-
tual salaries, a $1.8 million jump in
public safety and correctional ser-
vices, a $1.2 million hike in the
Welfare program and more than a $2
million increase in operational costs,
including utility, lease and energy
costs.

He said federal and state aid to
local governments has remained flat
or declined.

“As a result all county and mu-
nicipal governments across New
Jersey have struggled with balanc-
ing their budgets, and homeowners,
regardless of their situations, have
borne the brunt of an unfortunate
set of consequences,” Mr. Devanney
said.

The county manager said he
would be working with county de-
partment directors to identify $6
million in program cuts to the 2006
budget. He said he has spoken to
state legislators to once again offer
an early retirement program for
county employees. “In order for any
early retirement program to have a
long-lasting financial impact on
government, it will have to be
coupled with the elimination of
positions.”

The county has also initiated a va-
cation buy back program and a pro-
gram whereby “exclusionary” em-
ployees will be requested to take two
days without pay. County directors
and freeholders have agreed to par-

ticipate in the program, Mr. Devanney
said. A hiring freeze is in effect
through the budget process.

“During the budget hearings, we
will look at each and every program
with a goal of minimizing any poten-
tial layoffs. Many tough decisions
will be made, and we look forward to
active budget hearings and present-
ing the freeholder board with as many
cost-saving options as possible,” Mr.
Devanney said in his budget address
in the 219-page executive budget re-
leased January 17.

Freeholder Board Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said, “Our chal-
lenge will be to find ways to cut costs
and come up with a final budget that
is honest and fair.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth said the board’s fiscal commit-
tee would begin reviewing the bud-
get in February although no dates
have been announced. The commit-
tee includes Freeholder Vice-Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford and Freeholders Rick Proc-
tor of Rahway and Dan Sullivan of
Elizabeth.

While taxes are increasing the
county ratable base continues to grow.
According to information obtained
from the Office of Public Informa-
tion, county ratables have been on a
steady incline for the past decade.
Last year the ratable base grew 12.88
percent to $67,068,109,920. The rat-
able base has jumped over $30 billion
the past six years.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT…Girl Scouts from Fanwood and Scotch Plains visit
with Sameen Joseph, Victor Pichado, Miriam Jackson and Pierette Doss of PNC
Bank in Fanwood as part of the 2006 Cookie Sale underway through Sunday,
February 5. To purchase Girl Scout cookies, please call (908) 232-3236 or see
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Beautiful Things to Close; Westfield
Couple Ran Craft Store for 33 Years

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After 33
years in business, Beautiful Things,
the first contemporary crafts store in
New Jersey, is closing its doors. The
popular store, at Second Avenue in
Scotch Plains, represents more than
400 craftsmen from across the coun-
try. Owners Nell and Austin Goodwin
said that business had been great up
until the last two years when they
noticed it had slowed considerably.
They discussed closing last year “but
they loved it too much to let it go,”
Mrs. Goodwin said.

Mrs. Goodwin noted that it is not
just Beautiful Things that has been
affected by the economy but crafts-
men from across the country as well.
“There aren’t too many stores left
that sell contemporary American
crafts exclusively.”

In staying open, the Goodwins
made a conscious decision not to
change the tenor of the store. “We
didn’t want to start importing – we
wanted to keep the quality high” and
stay with our style of crafts, she said,
“but it wasn’t enough. It is wrenching
to say goodbye to the customers. I’ve
watched little girls grow up who now
come in with their children. We’ve
had lots of tears and lots of hugging.”

The store sent out a card announc-
ing a closing sale beginning in Janu-
ary but didn’t expect everything to
sell so quickly. The near-empty store,
where everything is 33 percent off,
will remain open through the first

week in February with merchandise
50 percent off and then close, donat-
ing what remains.

The store drew customers from all
over New Jersey. Toms River resident
Michaeleen Smith said, “I’ve looked
for years for the delicate light glass
Christmas ornaments they sold here.

I would travel anywhere for a store
like this and will miss Beautiful
Things.”

Mrs. Goodwin said she couldn’t
have made it the last 10 years without
the help of store manager, Scotch
Plains resident Susan Musano, who

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRAFFIC JAM…A gas company was busy digging up South Avenue in Fanwood
this week, causing a traffic snarl. The Fanwood police direct traffic due to the
construction, making South Avenue only one lane in this section.

Fanwood Council Begins
Municipal Budget Process

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The process of
crafting Fanwood’s 2006 municipal
budget came into the public spotlight
this week. In step with ongoing be-
hind-the-scenes work by borough
officials, Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the borough council held a special
meeting Tuesday night to begin re-
viewing elements of the budget.

Borough officials and council mem-
bers repeatedly said that budget fig-
ures are only preliminary at this point

and that nothing has been publicly
released.

In discussing the appropriations
side of the budget ledger, Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern
reported that while spending requests
from most government departments
are thus far similar to those in the
current budget, there are other costs
under the budget umbrella that are
going up significantly.

She cited sizeable increases in
health insurance premiums – to the
tune of more than $94,200 this year.
Ms. McGovern told the mayor and
council that a helpful decrease in the
borough’s pollution insurance costs
failed to offset the health insurance
increases because three longtime bor-
ough employees have retired and will
receive health benefits, while their
replacements also must be covered.

Ms. McGovern said that the bor-
ough is looking into the possibility of
changing its health plan to save
money. “But we don’t know if we’ll
be successful in that,” she said.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, the
council also discussed the police
department’s request for two new
police cars. Councilman Bruce Walsh
suggested that the borough take a
close look at how many cars are really
needed in an effort to keep costs in
line.

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins said the borough would
explore the possibility of leasing
new vehicles and phasing vehicles
into and out of the fleet to save

Mayor Remains ‘Skeptical’ About
Property Tax Reform Prospects

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said this week that despite
Governor Jon Corzine’s comments
about property-tax reform and a state
constitutional convention to improve
the system, he remains “skeptical at
best” about the prospects for any sig-
nificant revamping of New Jersey’s
property-tax system.

The mayor made his comments at
Tuesday’s council meeting in re-
sponse to a question from a resident
who moved to New Jersey last year.
Mayor Marks said he was not confi-
dent that any action would be taken in
2006, especially if “you consider his-
tory as an indicator.”

Efforts to place a constitutional
convention referendum on the state
ballot have failed in recent years.

An advocate of a convention
throughout his tenure as mayor, Mr.
Marks welcomed the comments made
by Governor Corzine, which he said
were more encouraging than views
expressed by former Governor Rich-
ard Codey. But the mayor pointed out
that Mr. Codey remains president of
the state senate, a position that will
enable him to push or block legisla-
tion regarding a constitutional con-
vention referendum.

Over the years, during efforts to
pass the ballot referendum, opponents
of the convention have said the state
legislature should directly address the
property-tax reform issue via a spe-

cial session. Last June, during a fo-
rum in Scotch Plains addressing prop-
erty-tax reform, Mayor Marks issued
a challenge for a bipartisan effort to
craft legislation to reform the tax sys-
tem. On Tuesday, he reiterated his
challenge.

He also noted a “disconnect” among
New Jersey residents, who, accord-
ing to Mayor Marks, have named the
property-tax issue as the top concern
facing the state in several polls, yet
continue in every election cycle to
reelect most incumbent legislators.
The mayor believed that these in-
cumbents have the power to address
the problem but never follow through.

In other business, Mayor Marks
and township recreation director Ray

Poerio presented two local groups
with checks of $2,419 apiece, repre-
senting the proceeds from December’s
Mayor’s Gala. The two recipients
were the local Municipal Alliance
Committee (MAC), which works to
prevent substance abuse, especially
among students, and the Tri-County
Chapter of the American Red Cross,
which encompasses much of Union
County including Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Cranford and
Clark.

The council also approved a reso-
lution renewing its contract with the
MAC and accepting a $32,499 county
grant to fund the MAC’s activities.
Nearly $6,100 of the grant represents

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF AN ERA…Beautiful Things owners Nell and Austin Goodwin of
Westfield are busy closing down the store after 33 years in Scotch Plains. Pictured,
at right, is store manager Susan Musano of Scotch Plains.

Fred K. Lecomte for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MADE TO FLY, JUMP, KICK AND STUNT… The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School varsity cheerleaders impress the
crowd at halftime by bringing their cheerleading skills to new heights.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING THIS  SUMMER...Workmen are busy in Westfield on Broad Street at the
intersection with Central and Mountain AvenuesTuesday while preparing for the
installation of the long-planned traffic light by the county at the heavily traveled
location across from the Rialto Theatre. The project, which is expected to be
completed by the end of the summer, will maintain existing traffic paterns. Three sets
of red, yellow and green signals will be visable at all approaches to the intersection.
Pedestrian crosswalks will be improved and traffic islands added. Mountain Avenue
headed towards Mountainside will be narrowed and traffic flow at Elm and Broad
Broad Streets will be improved with the removal of several parking spaces.

Westfield Ave. Subdivision
OK’d; Use Change Denied

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board approved one
subdivision application and denied a
change of use application at its brief
meeting on Monday evening.

Glen Koleda was granted permis-
sion to subdivide the lot at 2270
Westfield Avenue into two lots, de-
molish an existing home and build
new homes on the two newly-created
lots, which are located two blocks
east of Westfield Road.

The board also denied an applica-
tion by Peter Ng, who sought to
convert a single-family home at
1811 East Second Street into a
beauty salon. The building, which
is situated between a convenience
store and a two-story office build-
ing, has no on-site parking besides
a small driveway built to serve the
residence, and board members were
reluctant to grant Mr. Ng’s applica-
tion for a change in use mainly
because of a lack of parking for
clients.

Parking on East Second Street is
limited to one hour, and the nearest
municipal lots are across the street

behind the CVS pharmacy and
around the corner next to the mu-
nicipal building.

At the board’s February 13 meet-
ing, representatives from Union
County and a private company will
be present to discuss their plans for
the planned working farm the
county that will open on the former
Sevell property on Cooper Road.
Green Meadows Children’s Farm
Co. plans to lease of about 22 acres
that will be turned into an interac-
tive educational and recreational
facility with farm-related exhibits,
tours, pony rides, hayrides and pic-
nic grounds.

Some township officials have ex-
pressed concerns about the opera-
tion of the site, which is located in a
residential neighborhood. Last week,
Mayor Martin Marks and Township
Manager Thomas Atkins met with
county officials to discuss the
planned operation of the farm. Green
Meadows’ appearance next month
before the planning board will be
informational in nature since the
board has no official jurisdiction to
force any changes in the planned
operation.

knows all the customers and says she
has “no plans for herself after the
closing.”

Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Lisa
Mohn, who owns the Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop, said the Goodwins
“will be greatly missed by the town
and me personally – their closing
brings tears to my eyes. They have
been very generous to Scotch Plains
— everything they ever donated
raised a lot of money for the scholar-
ship fund.”

The Goodwins have been Westfield
residents for 38 years, where they
raised their two children, a daughter
who now lives in Montclair and a son
who is a metal sculptor and gallery-
owner of the Red Saw on Broad Street
in Newark.

Austin Goodwin, who has been
designing unique, contemporary jew-
elry for 50 years, will continue cre-
ating commissioned pieces from his
home studio. Prior to joining his
wife at Beautiful Things, Mr.
Goodwin taught fine art, metals, ce-
ramic and jewelry design at Kean
College, now Kean University, for
38 years.

As for the next phase of her life,
Nell Goodwin says “Who knows?
I’ll regroup. It’s been a long time
since I’ve worked on my own art. I
like to cook. I have all kinds of
options.”
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Beautiful
Things

money on expensive repairs of older
vehicles.

This issue is expected to receive
additional attention at subsequent
budget meetings, and Councilman
Jack Molenaar noted that police offi-
cials would like more information
about possible limitations of use if
leased vehicles were acquired. Mr.
Tomkins said the borough would in-
vestigate what some neighboring
communities are doing in terms of
buying or leasing police vehicles and
also explore some of the leasing plans
that are available.

Some of the other issues in the
preliminary budget talks thus far in-
clude anticipated increases in solid
waste tipping fees, utilities costs, pen-
sion fund payments, expenses for
gasoline and diesel fuel, the installa-
tion of new street lights on the north
side near the train station and an
anticipated $25,000 increase in fees
the borough must pay to have its
sewage treated.

Mayor Mahr said that the borough
is working hard to operate as fiscally
responsibly as possible, despite the
“obvious” challenges. “It’s the man-
dated costs that we don’t have any
control over: it’s the utilities – liter-
ally keeping the lights on – it’s the
health insurance, it’s the pension sys-
tem, it’s the things that the borough is
obligated to pay that we don’t see any
relief from.”

Still, Mayor Mahr said, it is far
too early to make any projections of
a tax increase or to release even
preliminary budget figures at this
point.

Mayor Mahr also pointed to pub-
lished reports showing that Fanwood’s
3-percent tax increase for municipal
expenditures last year was among the
lowest in Union County.

“That says to me that, in terms of
what we can control on the municipal
side, we’re doing our job,” said Mayor
Mahr, who added that the borough
has no authority over the dynamics
and impacts of the Union County and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education budgets.

Although Tuesday night’s meet-
ing drew no members of the public,
Mayor Mahr said she continually
receives questions, comments and

complaints from residents about bud-
get-related issues all year long and
that there are plenty of opportunities
for the public to get involved in the
process.

A series of budget meetings is
planned, leading up to the anticipated
adoption of the new municipal bud-
get sometime this spring.

The next budget review meeting is
set for Tuesday, January 31, at 7:30
p.m. in borough hall on North Martine
Avenue.

MS BOE Okays Charge
  For Pre-School Program

the township’s matching portion.
The council introduced an ordi-

nance appropriating $175,000 from
the State Department of Transporta-
tion trust fund for improvements to
the entire length of East Second Street.
A public hearing and vote will be
held at the council’s Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14 meeting.

Chief Financial Officer Lori
Majeski will temporarily assume the
duties of township tax collector while
Corrine Stutcavage is away on ex-
tended medical leave.
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By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – In its first
meeting of the year, the Mountainside
Board of Education passed a motion
Tuesday night to charge $175 per
month for each pre-school student who
is “non-disabled.”

Until now, the pre-school program
for three- and four-year-olds, which
consists of five half-day sessions, was
free by state mandate.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Richard O’Malley explained that the
cost of running the public preschool
is “substantial” – upwards of
$100,000 per year.

The district is eligible for $6,000 in
grant money from the Intercultural
Development Research Association
(IDRA). But Dr. O’Malley said that
money is not sufficient to cover the
program costs.

Board member Patricia Knodel, who
voted down the motion along with Car-
mine Venes, said she was concerned
that tuition might “kill the program.”

Board Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg countered the concern,
saying, “The goal is to charge an
amount that’s still appealing. We don’t
want to create a situation where we
don’t have the number of students we
need” to continue the program.

Mrs. Schaumberg also said the pub-
lic pre-school is “arguably superior”
to private nursery school because of
strict state guidelines.

During open session, Mountainside
resident Alina Balmann, the mother
of a pre-schooler, expressed concern
about the new tuition, saying it might
deter “a lot” of parents.

Mrs. Balmann said the private
schools offer more flexible hours,
which adds incentive to attend.

After learning at the meeting that
current pre-school enrollment, based
on a lottery, is not filled to capacity,
Mrs. Balmann said, “there’s a lot of
misinformation going around.” The
pre-school lottery is next month.

In other business, Budget and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman
Raymond Haggar announced a
$721,403 shortfall in this year’s bud-
get, most of which has been made up
from other sources.

Mr. Haggar explained that the bulk
of the budget deficit came from spe-
cial education needs, in part because
there are 17 special needs children in
the district but only 10 were accounted
for in the budget.

Additional unbudgeted expenses
included: increased health insurance
costs, increased utility costs and the

asbestos management plan.
Mr. Haggar said the rest of the

overage was from 2004-2005 unpaid
obligations.

Dr. O’Malley said “make-up
money” has allowed the district to
“bridge most of the gap.”

This money includes $402,500 to
offset tuition from Berkeley Heights,
$7,000 in rewritten federal grants due
to lapse in August, $42,000 in ex-
traordinary state aid and $169,000 in
Individuals With Disabilities Educa-
tion Improvement Act (IDEA) grants.

Dr. O’Malley said that the district
is trying to avoid cutting school pro-
grams as a result of the deficit. “We’ve
done everything we can to keep it out
of the classroom, but we have to get to
June still,” he said, adding that “we
basically had to reconstruct the whole
district’s financial components.”

The board will vote on the budget
on Tuesday, February 28.

In other news, Dr. O’Malley re-
viewed the six “district goals” and
highlighted some of the year’s ac-
complishments, including implemen-
tation of the new “everyday and con-
nected” math program, the new en-
richment and writing policies and the
completion of the district emergency-
management plan.

Dr. O’Malley also said the district
hired 22 new employees and imple-
mented a food service nutrition plan,
among other changes.

Additionally, the board handed out
several awards. The four winners of
the Reader’s Digest National Word
Power Challenge received certifi-
cates. The contest, which challenged
students on their vocabulary skills,
had one winner from each of the four
grades that participated.

The four winners included eighth
grader Joseph Komosinki, seventh
grader Ayla Meyer, sixth grader
Danny Boyle and fifth grader Cooper
Truman.

The national contest invites the top
100 scorers, in sixth through eighth
grades, to compete in the state cham-
pionship in March.

Also honored was James Patterson,
who placed first from among fifth
through eighth graders in the district’s
National Geographic Geography Bee.

The fifth grader has taken a test for
the national contest and is awaiting
results to see if he will move on in the
competition. He received a certifi-
cate and a medal.

Miss Teen New Jersey Galaxy, 18-
year-old Gabrielle Apigo, also ad-
dressed the board meeting in open
public session to help raise aware-
ness for her platform, a rare bone and
joint disease called Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP).

The Mountainside native asked for
an opportunity to address students
about FOP.

“How far would you fight, push
and plea if it was someone you loved
with this disease?” she asked, adding
that awareness is important. “Educa-
tion is power,” she said.

Resident Gary Whyte, an advocate
for FOP awareness, said his efforts to
address students had been turned
down in the past.

Dr. O’Malley said he would dis-
cuss the possibility of holding an
assembly to raise FOP awareness.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 14.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, January 14, three people
were arrested in the 50 block of
Nomahegan Drive. Stephen Bock, 36,
of Garwood was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Roselle
for $250. He was released by the Roselle
Police Department and given a new
court date.

Christine Hewson, 25, of Westfield
was charged with possession of a hypo-
dermic needle and also arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for $355
from Lawrence. Hewson was released
on her own recognizance on the Westfield
charge and held on the warrant.

Anthony Andreola, 37, of Westfield
was charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of hypo-
dermic needles. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Monday, January 16, Wilson Gill,
3rd, 35, of Westfield was arrested at
Park Street and Central Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was later released to a responsible
individual.

Monday, January 16, Daniel Wasama,
26, of Fanwood was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at South and West
Avenues in Garwood on an outstanding
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $98.
He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, January 18, Mark
McLeod, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Wash-
ington Street and Rahway Avenue on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $405
from Middlesex Borough. McLeod was
released on bail.

Thursday, January 19, Chad Johnson,
23, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway. He was charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance/suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute; possession with in-
tent to distribute within 1,000 feet of a
school zone; possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses.

Thursday, January 19, Gregory R.
Strond, 41, of Plainfield was arrested by
NJ Transit police and charged with dis-
orderly conduct, for which he was is-
sued a summons. Strond was taken into
custody at the Westfield train station and
transported to Westfield Police Head-
quarters, where it was discovered there
were two criminal warrants for him that
had been issued by Plainfield, for a total
of $1,530. He was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, January 19, Alfie Spooner,
32, of Fords was arrested at the
Middlesex County Jail on multiple
warrants. They included two motor ve-
hicle warrants from Westfield totaling
$1,820; a Clark traffic warrant for
$1,000; a traffic warrant and a criminal
warrant from Bedminster totaling $999;
a traffic warrant and a criminal warrant
from Newark totaling $600 and a $500
motor vehicle warrant from Garwood.

Westfield Municipal Court Judge
Brenda Cuba reduced the Westfield
amount to $500. Spooner was unable to
post bail and was committed to the
Union County jail, police said.

Friday, January 20, David Strassberg,
22, of Westfield was arrested at South
Euclid and Fairmont Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, January 20, Jeffrey Hannon,
34, of East Hanover was arrested in the
500 block of East Broad Street on a
criminal warrant for $350 from New-
ark. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 20, Todd Aurand, 28,
of Roselle Park was arrested at Central
Avenue and Grove Street on an out-
standing Westfield motor vehicle war-
rant for $295. He was released after
posting bail.

Saturday, January 21, Bruce L. Hicks,
Jr., 30, of Jersey City was arrested at
Westfield Police Headquarters on a traf-
fic warrant issued by Westfield. He was
being held on $1,000 bail.

Saturday, January 21, Richard Tho-
mas, 40, of Westfield was arrested in
the 100 block of Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Scotch Plains for $500. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, January 15, a Spruce Lane

resident reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated she hired a
moving company to move furniture.
She reported that when the movers were
done she noticed jewelry missing from
one of the boxes. The jewelry was val-
ued at approximately $10,000.

Tuesday, January 17, a resident of
Brookside Drive reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. The victim stated
that unknown person or persons dam-
aged a light post in front of his house.

Thursday, January 19, a resident of
Lenape Way reported being the victim
of harassment. The victim stated he has
received several phone calls during the
night. The unknown caller would leave
agitated phone messages on the victim’s
voice mail.

Thursday, January 19, a South Av-
enue business owner reported money
missing from the store. It is unknown
how much money was taken. There
were no signs of forced entry.

Friday, January 20, James Murphy, 43,
of Springfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana and an out-
standing warrant out of Newark.

According to police, Murphy was ob-
served banging on doors when officers
arrived at the scene. He was placed under
arrest after he was discovered to be in
possession of the marijuana, police said.
After being processed he was released to
the Newark Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 17, Dana A. Indico,

19, of South Plainfield was arrested for
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Shady Lane at
Winfield Place.

Wednesday, January 18, Ernestine
Jackson, 33, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Shannone O.
Holt, 26, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue and Martine Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Marcus G.
Digesu, 31, of Linden was arrested for
outstanding warrants on Terrill Road at
Patterson Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Friday, January 20, Sharon E.
Cummings, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue and Hetfield Avenue.

Friday, January 20, Pathmavathie
Iyar, 41, of Metuchen was arrested and
charged with writing fraudulent checks.
She was released after posting $5,000
bail.

Friday, January 20, Dennis Porter,
18, of Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of a stolen vehicle.

Saturday, January 21, Domenico
Guerriero, 33, of Garwood, was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed numerous outstanding warrants.

Saturday, January 21, Timothy A.
Tomy, 47, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on North Avenue and
Hetfield Avenue.

Monday, January 23, Sharon R. Jack-
son, 35, of Union was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue and Matine Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 18, police re-

sponded to an attempted car jacking at
a Mountain Avenue convenience store.
According to police, the victim was
exiting the store when he observed a
black male entering his vehicle. The
suspect attempted to pull out of the
parking spot when the victim opened
the rear door of his vehicle and pulled
out his work knife. Police stated that
the victim then threatened to “stab his
(the suspects) ass.” After being threat-
ened, the suspect jumped out of the
vehicle and ran to a waiting vehicle.
The driver of the vehicle, also a black
male, fled south on Mountain Avenue
at a high rate of speed, police said.

Before leaving the parking lot, the
victim was able to stab at the get-away
car and puncture the left rear tire, police
said. The victim stated he could hear air
coming out of the tire as the suspects fled
the scene. The vehicle was observed by
police traveling at a high rate of speed on
Route 22 but police determined that
because of the high rate of speed the
vehicle would be dangerous to pursue.
The incident is under investigation.

Friday, January 20, a Wyoming Drive
resident reported being the victim of a
burglary attempt. The victim stated that
the rear door to his home had been
partially pried open. He also reported
that two patio chairs had been moved
from their original location to under-
neath a low lying roof line. No entry
was gained into the home, police said.

Friday, January 20, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported being the
victim of theft. She stated that she placed
her purse on the seat next to her and
later discovered it missing. The victim
reported that her purse contained her
cell phone, credit cards, driver’s license,
$20 in cash and possibly her Social
Security card. The victim and manage-
ment checked the theater after the lights
returned on and found nothing, police
said. The victim’s cell phone was re-
portedly later found in the possession
of two 16-year old juveniles from
Plainfield. They were arrested at a the-
ater in Bridgewater for stealing the purse
of a patron of that theater the same
night, police said. Charges will be filed
in Mountainside pending an investiga-
tion, police said.

Saturday, January 21, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated the
suspects broke her passenger side win-
dow to gain entry to her vehicle. Stolen
from the vehicle was the victim’s purse
containing her checkbook, driver’s li-
cense, credit cards and approximately
$100 cash.

Friday, January 20, Michelle A.
Goodwin, 43, of Irvington was arrested
at the state police headquarters in New-
ark for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $350.

MS Rec Softball
Registration Begins
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment sponsors softball programs for
children five years old through eighth
grade.

Children in grades 3-5 play in
the instructional Junior Division
and those in grades 6-8 compete in
the Senior Division. Practice for
these age groups begins in March
and games are scheduled from mid
April to early June. Registration is
$50 per child for the Junior Divi-
sion and $60 per child for the Se-
nior Division. After the February
15 deadline, a $15 late fee is
charged if space is available.

Children in grades 1-2 attend
instructional clinics on Saturday
mornings in late April and May.
Registration is $25 per child. After
the March 1 deadline, a $15 late
fee is charged if space is available.

Children who are five years old
or who will be five by August 1 can
participate in Koosh Kids, a four-
week introduction to the skills of
throwing, catching, batting and run-
ning. The sessions take place on
Saturday mornings beginning in
late April. Registration is $15 per
child. After the March 1 deadline,
a $15 late fee is charged if space is
available.

Registrations for all softball pro-
grams will be accepted after Feb-
ruary 1 at the Recreation Depart-
ment in Borough Hall, 1385 Route
22 East, Mountainside. For more
information, please call 908-232-
0015.
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

Freeholder Sullivan Elected
Chairman of NJTPA Board
AREA – Union County Freeholder

Daniel Sullivan was elected chair-
man of the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority (NJTPA) at
NJTPA’s Board of Trustees January 9
meeting. The NJTPA creates long-
term transportation
plans and oversees in-
vestment of federal sur-
face transportation
funding for 13 counties
in northern and central
New Jersey.

“It is a challenging
time for our region,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “Though
there is much work to
be done to maintain our
transportation system
and make it more effi-
cient, the state faces a
troubling fiscal crisis in
terms of funding for road, rail and
other transportation projects. Never-
theless, the NJTPA will continue to
call for increased, more stable trans-
portation funding, and we will con-
tinue to plan for the future.”

The NJTPA board also selected its
executive committee at the meeting.
In addition to Freeholder Sullivan,
the elected members are Sussex
County Freeholder Susan Zellman,
first vice chairman; Bergen County
Executive Dennis McNerney, second
vice chairman, and Hudson County
Executive Thomas DeGies, secretary.
In accordance with NJTPA by-laws,
Freeholder Sullivan appointed War-
ren County Freeholder John DiMaio
to the position of third vice-chair-
man.

In addition, Passaic County Free-
holder Director Elease Evans joined
the NJTPA board.

Freeholder Sullivan is a veteran of
the NJTPA board of trustees and of

Union County government. He has
been a Union County freeholder for
over a decade and served as the free-
holder board’s chairman in 1998 amd
2000.

He has been an advocate for sev-
eral key transportation
and land use improve-
ments in Union County,
including the Cross
County Rail Link and
the Kapkowski Road
area redevelopment
project in Elizabeth
near the Jersey Gardens
Mall.

Freeholder Sullivan
began his public service
career when he was
elected to the Elizabeth
Board of Education in
1993. He served as

president and vice- president of the
board and chairman of the finance
committee. He is employed as direc-
tor of agency operations for the New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission.
He is a graduate of Seton Hall Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in
government. He and his wife, Connie,
have three children – Brendan, Kristen
and Daniel.

The NJTPA is the metropolitan
planning organization (MPO) for 13
northern New Jersey Counties. Un-
der federal legislation, MPOs pro-
vide a forum where local officials,
public transportation providers and
state agency representatives can co-
operatively plan to meet the region’s
current and future transportation
needs. MPOs also establish the
region’s eligibility to receive federal
tax dollars for transportation projects.

The NJTPA board consists of one
local elected official from each of the
13 counties in the region (Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Ocean, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex,
Union and Warren), and the cities of
Newark and Jersey City.

The board also includes a repre-
sentative of the governor’s office, the
Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation, the
executive directors of NJ Transit and
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, and a citizens’ represen-
tative appointed by the governor.

County to Close on Purchase
Of Parcel In Berkeley Hts.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County officials
announced last Thursday that comple-
tion of the $13 million purchase of a
17-acre industrial site located on
Snyder Avenue and Stratford Drive in
Berkeley Heights is imminent.

The county plans to redevelop the
property with playing fields and a
recreational area. Berkeley Heights
plans to build a senior citizens center
on a section of the land.

Director of Finance Lawrence
Caroselli said the county expected to
close on the property last week. The
county will pay $8 million and Ber-
keley Heights $5 million.

Mr. Caroselli said the remediation
of the property, to be paid for by the
current owner, would not occur until
the transaction is completed. He said
the cleanup plan has been approved
by the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), and the
current owner would have a year to
complete the remediation. The Snyder
Avenue property contains two vacant
industrial buildings, which housed
Shaw Plastics and the former Barry
Oil Service/ Duffy Fuels facility.

It was announced that the contract
for two roads projects has decreased
as less work and/or materials were
needed. One of the projects, the re-
placement of the Cooper Road Bridge

in Scotch Plains, was reduced $76,335
to $579,219. Redevelopment of the
Route 82/Morris Avenue bridge over
the Rahway River in Springfield and
Union was reduced $46,107 to
$150,095.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
was happy to see that projects “went
extremely well at significant savings.”

“On time and under budget — two
words you love to hear,” he added.

The county will soon begin twi-
light tee-offs at county golf courses.
Director of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities Charles Sigmund said the
tee-offs would begin at 4:30 p.m. at a
reduced rate, as only nine holes would
be played given the late hour. He said
peak golf times are 6 to 10 a.m. on
weekdays.

“But when you approach afternoon
(tee-offs), you see a significant drop off
during weekdays,” Mr. Sigmund said.

Per a request by Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella, a resolu-
tion approving a $1.1 million utility
system upgrade for the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville/Glenside Park in Ber-
keley Heights was pulled pending more
information. Feltville, included as part
of the county’s parks system, was a
thriving mill town in the mid-1800s.

Mr. Sigmund said he would pro-
vide a project overview at the Thurs-
day, January 26 meeting for the board
to take official action if it so chooses.

Lighting System Upgrade
Reduces County Energy Costs

ELIZABETH —The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that an upgrade of lighting
systems at several county facilities
will save the county $40,000 to
$70,000 in annual energy costs.

The Lighting Systems Renovation
Project will also earn the county more
than $50,000 in rebates through the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities’
Office of Clean Energy’s SmartStart
Buildings program.

“These lighting upgrades and re-
bate incentives are perfect examples
of the county’s continuing efforts to
reduce operating costs and use energy

more effectively,” said Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella.

New high-efficiency lighting fixtures
were installed at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights and
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions building in Elizabeth. Installa-
tion of new fixtures is currently in
progress at the Union County jail in
Elizabeth.

The SmartStart Buildings rebate
the county received for the lighting
improvements at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital is $17,046.60. The re-
bates for the upgrades at the other
buildings are being processed.

All newly constructed and refur-
bished county buildings, including
the engineering building in Scotch
Plains and the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside, also
feature the energy-saving light fix-
tures. Rebates for these projects are
also being processed.

LABIB E. RIACHI, MD
Obstetrics/Gynecology, Urogynecology

A urogynecologist on staff at Trinitas Hospital,
Dr. Riachi provides a full range of obstetrical/
gynecological services, and is a national
leader in performing minimally-invasive 
surgical treatment of female incontinence 

and vaginal prolapse.  

Dr. Riachi also 
maintains an 

office at: 
Trinitas Medical 
Office Building

240 Williamson St.
Elizabeth, NJ

JOSEPH D. ALKON, MD

Chief of the Division of Plastic & Reconstructive
Surgery at Trinitas Hospital, Dr. Alkon offers
advanced surgical procedures and expert
care  in  a l l  aspec t s  o f  recons t ruc t i ve  
surgery, body contouring, breast surgery 

and facial aesthetics.  

Dr. Alkon also 
maintains an 

office at: 
640 N. Broad St. 

Elizabeth, NJ

Cosmetic/Reconstructive Surgery

are pleased to announce the expansion of their hospital
practices to a new office located at:

128 South Euclid Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908)928-1234 (908) 928-9300

Labib E. Riachi, MD
Urogynecology, 
Trinitas Hospital

Joseph D. Alkon, MD
Chief, Division of Plastic &

Reconstructive Surgery, 
Trinitas Hospital

225 Williamson Street
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

WESTFIELD — Cub Scouts of
Westfield’s Pack 270 received a VIP
behind-the-scenes tour of the
Westfield police station courtesy of
Detective Greg Hobson of the Juve-
nile Bureau. Later, firefighters Chris
Love and Kevin McCormack escorted
the scouts throughout the Westfield
Fire Department headquarters.

Detective Hobson conducted a
safety discussion and escorted the
scouts through most of the police
station. The boys were especially in-
terested in the state-of-the-art com-
munications center where there is an
electronic map of the entire town.

All police vehicles are equipped
with (global position) GPS systems
that constantly report their location
to the communications center. Using
this system, the chief and police dis-
patchers can coordinate police, fire
department and rescue squad mem-
bers in any emergency.

The boys saw the fully-equipped
weight room where police officers
maintain their physical training. Af-
terward, they were taken on a tour of
the jail cells and new fingerprint iden-
tification systems.

At the fire department, the boys
were instructed on fire safety and
given a demonstration of all the equip-

ment used by the fire department to
put out fires and rescue people trapped
after a car accident. As part of fire
safety, the boys reviewed with
Firefighter Love their escape plans
for their homes that they prepared
and practiced with their families.

A key but often overlooked lesson
the boys learned was that a firefighter,
when fully dressed to go into a burning
house, can appear scary especially to
young children. The boys were asked
to make sure to tell their brothers and
sisters that they really are there to save
lives. The scouts were fascinated to
know that the firehouse is always
manned, day and night, 365 days a
year. Last year, the  department re-
sponded to almost 2,000 calls includ-
ing helping the rescue squad and aid-
ing neighboring towns.

The scouts learned that Westfield
has a very professional corps of po-
lice officers and firefighters. They
were interested in learning that both
Firefighter Love’s father and grand-
father were Westfield firefighters and
that he is carrying on a long family
tradition of service to the town.

 Detective Hobson is also active in
the community during his off hours.
He is an umpire for the town’s youth
baseball program.

Scouts Get Finger-printed
By Police And Tour WFFD

CUBS ARE BEST…The cub scouts of Den 14, Pack 72 visit The Westfield Leader
and The  Times office on Thursday, January 19. The scouts and their sisters
include: Ian, Brady, Danny, Andrew P., Andrew M., Will, Anna, Kate, Jackie and
Matthew. They toured the premises and learned about the paper’s history.

goleader.com/subscribe

Photo Courtesy of Thomas Hoens
VIP TOUR…Cub Scouts of Pack 270 received a VIP tour of the Westfield Police
Station by Detective Greg Hobson. Later, firemen Chris Love and Kevin
McCormack escorted the scouts throughout the fire department headquarters.
See story on page 2.

Report Card For
New Jersey Schools

The 2005 New Jersey School Re-
port Card database will be posted by
the state on its website at noon,
February 1.

Dan Sullivan
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Rajoppi Reports 34 Percent
Jump In Revenue for 2005

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has reported
that revenue in her office jumped 34
percent last year to $48.5 million.
The figure represents an 87 percent
jump in total revenue in 2003.

“By far, this is one of the highest
revenues Union County has ever re-
ceived from any department in its
history and a 5 percent increase over
2004,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

According to her annual report,
“the lowest prime interest rate in more
than 40 years spurred and maintained
the real estate buying and re-financ-
ing frenzy, which began in 2002,”
according to the clerk. “The strong
housing sales in New Jersey prompted
the third highest number of mort-
gages, 45,935, recorded in the 147-
year old history of the office.” Total
revenue in 2005 was the fourth high-
est in the county’s history.

Of the total revenue, $35.2 million
was allocated to the state as part of the
Realty Transfer Fee Tax in 2005.

The Union County Clerk’s Property
website search, which debuted in 2002,
is the first in the state that allows custom-
ers to order complete copies of official
documents on-line. The site,
clerk.ucnj.org, includes an index of docu-
ments dating from 1977 to the present.
“More than one million inquiries and/or
search were performed on the website
last year or an average of 88,000 per
month,” according to the report.

Ms. Rajoppi reported that 81 sub-
scribers – such as title companies and
banks – enrolled in the on-line prop-
erty search program in 2005 “for a
total revenue of $49,300 to the clerk’s
office, a 33 percent increase from 2004.”

“Since its inception, the total rev-
enue realized from this program is
$130,000,” according to the report.

Ms. Rajoppi reported that her office
administered five elections in 2005
including primary and gubernatorial
general elections, school board elec-
tions as well as special elections in
New Providence and Berkeley Heights.

The clerk’s office optical scan pro-
gram, unveiled in 2003, was expanded
last year for absentee ballots. This past
November, more than 6,500 absentee
ballots in the county were read optically.

“This new program,” County Clerk
Rajoppi said, “reduces the possibility
of any errors or questionable votes due
to hanging or pregnant chads that other
states experienced. Union County now
has a modern, clean voting system,
which parallels the latest voting tech-
nology.”

Election brochures containing elec-
tion deadlines were published and dis-
tributed to candidates, voters, munici-
palities and local libraries in the county.
Seminars were conducted for the
prosecutor’s office to acquaint them with
new mandates and responsibilities for
election administrators per the federal
Help American Vote Act (HAVA).

PARADE...Kathleen McGinnis-DiChiara (left) of Summit was installed as
Grand Marshal of the 10th-annual Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade
during a mass on January 21 at St. Teresa Church in Summit. Mrs. McGinnis-
DiChiara is pictured with Freeholder Deborah Scanlon and husband Patrick
Scanlon, treasurer of the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee.
For parade information, see unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

MICRO MADNESS PRICE

Smutty Nose all types, 24- 12oz bottles $25.99 
Brooklyn all types 24-12 oz bottles $25.79 
Flying Dog
all types except Horn Dog 24-12 oz bottles $25.99 
Long Trail all types 24-12 oz bottles $22.99 
Climax Brewing 1/2 Gallons 
all types excluding Dopple Bock $7.59 
Flying Fish all types 24-12oz bottles $22.99 
Saranac all types 24- 12 oz bottles $18.89 

MALTERNATIVES

Smirnoff Twisted 6pk bottles all flavors $6.69 
Mike's Hard 6 pk bottles all flavors $5.99 
Woodpecker Cider 6 pk bottles $6.89 
Bartles & James Coolers 4 pk bottles all flavors $3.79 
Seagram's Coolers 4 pk bottles all types $3.79 
Jose Cuervo Authentic Margaritas 1.75 lit. $13.89 

All prices are for full cases unless otherwise noted.

DOMESTIC BREWS                                 PRICE

Coors Light or Original  30 pk cans $16.39 
Bud or Bud Light 30 pk cans $16.59 
Bud or Bud Light 18 pk bottles $10.99 
Coors Light  18 pk Bottles or cans $11.29 
Michelob Ultra 2-12 Bottles $16.59 
Yuengling Lager 2-12 bottles $14.99 
Miller Genuine Draft or Lite 12 pk cans $7.29 
Rolling Rock or Rock Green Light 2-12 bottles $13.49 

IMPORT FAVORITES

Corona and Corona Light 2-12 bottles $22.49 
Heineken Loose bottles 24 pk $21.69 
Heineken 12 pk cans $10.79 
Amstel Light 12 pk cans $10.79 
Bass Ale 2-12 bottles $22.69 
Guiness Pub Draft 2-12 bottles $22.69 
Warsteiner 2-12 Bottles $18.79 
Stella Artois 2-12 bottles $22.79 
Pilsner Urquell 2-12 bottles $21.69

YOU’LL BE
BOWLED
OVER BY

OUR SUPER
PRICES.

VISIT
TOWN & COUNTRY 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUPER BOWL 
PARTY NEEDS.

Stock up for the Big Game. 
At Town & Country you’ll 

find imports, domestics, micros…
all for a reasonable price. And, 

you can count on us for kegs, too. 
We offer a selection of fine quality
wines and spirits – plus appetizing

cheese platters, ice, even beer-themed
baskets – all at prices you can’t beat. 
Town & Country. We’re known for 

our friendly service, diverse 
selection, quality products and 
convenience. When it comes to 
Super Bowl party planning …

the odds are on Town & Country. 
We bet you can’t beat our value. 

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

20% off 
ANY CHEESE 

PLATTER. 
Order must be placed no later than 02/01/06

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE
GIFT BASKET. 

Offer valid through 02/05/06

Zoning Bd. OKs Wellness
Ctr. On Lamberts Mill Road

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship zoning board of adjustment last
week gave unanimous approval for
RWJ Fitness and Wellness Center,
LLC, an affiliate of Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital, to con-
vert a 52,000 square-foot building at
2120 Lamberts Mill Road into a fit-
ness and wellness center.

Board member Chris Abeel said
the new facility would be “a great
improvement” over the existing in-
dustrial building that has been vacant
for several years. While there was
some discussion among board mem-
bers about whether to permit employ-
ees to park in the front of the building,
as requested by the applicant, or re-
quire all parking to be at the rear of
the building, there were no negative
comments from the board or the hand-
ful of residents from the adjacent
apartment complex.

The board gave its approval at the
end of a four-hour hearing that in-
cluded an extensive presentation from
five RWJ representatives. The facil-
ity, according to Gary Reidy, the
center’s managing partner, will be
open from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. during
the week and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
weekends. He told the board the
wellness center will include an exer-
cise floor, a swimming pool, therapy
pool, spa pool, day spa, physical
therapy area, studios for exercise and
fitness classes, cooking classroom,
child care room for the children of
patients and members and a small
snack bar area.

Kirk Tice, the CEO of Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in
Rahway, said the center will “help
integrate changes” into the lifestyle
of patients referred to the facility
following a surgical procedure or at
the recommendation of their physi-
cian.

The building, which was built in
1965, is situated at the curve in Lam-
berts Mill Road, across from the
Beadleston School, operated by the
Union County Educational Services
Commission, and alongside the
Conrail railroad line that divides
Scotch Plains and Westfield from
Clark. James Chmielak, a profes-
sional planner and engineer, said the
two existing driveways will be re-
tained, with the driveway on the right
side — alongside the adjacent gar-
den center — used to access a planned
parking lot at the rear of the building

that will have close to 300 parking
spaces.

A smaller parking area in front of
the left side of the building will be
reserved for limited employee park-
ing. The rear section of the rectangu-
lar-shaped property is presently
wooded and partly designated as
wetlands, and Mr. Chmielak said that
most of the area would be retained in
its present state.

James Kochenour, a traffic engi-
neer for the applicant, presented a
study of traffic conditions around
the property, and concluded that the
additional vehicular traffic on Lam-
berts Mill Road as a result of the new
facility would have “no adverse im-
pact” on traffic in general.

 He said that, unlike a typical health
club, he did not expect any severe
spikes in traffic entering and exiting
the site. It is more likely, he told the
board, that trips will be spread
throughout the day instead of a sharp
increase in the early morning and
early evening hours, as occurs more
often at traditional health clubs.

Toward the end of the hearing,
board members briefly discussed
whether, for aesthetic purposes, the
small employee lot at the front of the
building should be eliminated, but
RWJ representatives maintained that,
for the personal safety of employees
arriving in the pre-dawn hours or
leaving late at night, it was prefer-
able that they be able to walk a short
distance from their cars to the front
door.

The board’s approval includes a
deed restriction forbidding any fu-
ture development on the wooded
area at the rear of the property.

Computer Classes
Slated For Beginners
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Department
will sponsor two computer classes
for beginners this winter.

“E-mail for Beginners” will famil-
iarize students with how to send, re-
ceive and save personal e-mail. The
class will take place on Monday, Feb-
ruary 13, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

“Internet for Beginners” will teach
students how to “surf” the Internet
and find useful websites. The class
will be held on Wednesday, February
15, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Both classes are geared toward new
computer users. Registration is $15
per class. All classes will be held in
the Learning Center at Mountainside
Borough Hall.

Space is limited. To register,  visit
the recreation office, 1385 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 232-0015.

AREA — NJ Transit will offer free
rides to New Jersey college students
from January 30 through February 5
to give students the opportunity to
experience how simple it is to use
public transportation.

During the free week, college and
post-secondary students can ride any
NJ Transit bus, rail or light rail lines
for free simply by presenting their
student ID and a free ride coupon
available at www.njtransit.com.

 NJ Transit will hold a pep rally on
Rutgers University’s Newark cam-
pus on Thursday, January 26 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Paul Robeson
Campus Center, where students will
learn about NJ Transit’s services and
about the Student Pass program. Stu-
dents who sign up for a pass at the
event will be eligible to win prizes by
participating in a “Armchair Quarter-
back Challenge.”

“We want students to discover how
comfortable and convenient using NJ
Transit can be,” said NJ Transit As-
sistant Executive Director Lynn
Bowersox. “By giving them an op-

portunity to ride our buses, trains and
light rail lines for free, we are culti-
vating new customers during their
college years and beyond.”

In addition to showing students how
easy and convenient it is to use New
Jersey’s public transportation system,
the trial will also promote the ben-
efits of the online Student Pass pro-
gram, which provides a 25 percent
discount to full-time students who
attend participating colleges. Univer-
sities that offer their students a dis-
count through the online Student Pass
program are: Seton Hall University,
Montclair State University, Rutgers
University, William Paterson Univer-
sity, Kean University, Richard Stock-
ton College, New Jersey City and
Fairleigh Dickinson Universities.

With Student Pass, students simply
log onto their university’s Intranet,
click on the link to NJT’s monthly
pass student discount and enter the
requested information. After signing
up, a new monthly pass is sent auto-
matically each month as long as the
account remains active.

College Students Ride NJT
Free From Jan. 30 to Feb. 5

Neil Cohen Named Deputy
Assembly Speaker

TRENTON — Assemblyman Neil
Cohen (D-Union) has been named
Deputy Speaker of the General As-
sembly for the 2006-2007 legislative
session by Assembly Speaker Joseph
Roberts, Jr. (D-Camden).

“It is an honor to be asked to join
such a prestigious group of veteran
lawmakers in the Assembly majority
leadership team,” said Mr. Cohen.
“This should afford new opportuni-
ties to advance a proactive agenda
that will greatly benefit the residents
of New Jersey for years to come.”

“Few people in the legislature work
as hard as Neil for their constituents
and for the state as a whole,” said Mr.
Roberts. “His record of tackling the
tough issues head on, his passion
when debating controversial issues
like stem cell research and expanding
senior health services and his strong
legal background make him perfectly

suited for this new leadership role.”
Mr. Cohen served as deputy ma-

jority leader for the past four years.
As deputy speaker, Asm. Cohen will
preside over General Assembly ses-
sions when business takes the
Speaker away from the floor. He will
also play a role in fashioning the
assembly Democrats’ long-term leg-
islative agenda.

Asm. Cohen will also serve as chair-
man of the Assembly Financial Insti-
tutions and Insurance Committee,
which reviews legislation concern-
ing banking and insurance concerns,
and as a member of the Assembly
Labor Committee, which oversees
most labor related legislation.

Mr. Cohen is an attorney in a
Montclair-based law firm with State
Senator Nia Gill (D-34). Asm. Cohen
is serving his second tenure in the
General Assembly.

Asm. Cryan to Chair
Human Services Comm.

TRENTON - Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan (D-Union) will serve as chair-
man of the newly created Assembly
Human Services Committee during
the 2006-2007 legislative session.

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts,
Jr., created the new committee to con-
solidate the functions of the previous
Family, Women and Children Com-
mittee and to put an added emphasis
on the state’s efforts to reform the
Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices (DYFS).

“We need accountability for the
women, families and children who
are supposed to be served by the

state’s welfare safety net and we need
accountability for the taxpayers who
ultimately shoulder the costs,” said
Asm. Cryan. “It’s time that we com-
plete the reforms to the DYFS system
and produced a child protection sys-
tem that is responsive, responsible
and second-to-none. We are show-
ing our commitment to protecting
and providing for New Jersey resi-
dents,” Asm. Cryan said. “I look
forward, not just to having a hand in
reform efforts, but to helping to pub-
licize the good - the programs and
services - that human services pro-
vides to the residents of our state.”

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com
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By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

The Mayor's Column

To: Mr. Brian Gallagher, President,
United Way of America, 701 North
Fairfax Street, Alexandria, Virginia

As Mayor of the Town of Westfield,
New Jersey, I take great interest in all
organizations that insure the well-being
of the citizens of Westfield. It has re-
cently come to my attention that an
organization, Westfield United Way
(WUW), which is the largest fund-rais-
ing organization in our town, is having
its efforts diluted by action from a com-
peting organization under the same brand
label, namely “United Way.”

I cannot emphasize enough how criti-
cal the WUW and its board members
and volunteers are to the functioning of
Westfield, not only in the support they
provide for programs within agencies
that by their existence insure quality of
life for Westfielders, but also in their
ongoing ability to address both emer-
gency situations and community action
initiatives.

For example, in response to a sur-
vey of our senior citizens, they initi-
ated efforts to secure a daily van ser-
vicing the transportation needs of se-
niors for medical, food and other nec-
essary items. When 9/11 occurred, it
was the WUW that stepped up to form
the support arm for the 14 families in
our town who lost spouses.

This ongoing support included pro-
viding a liaison to steer the families
through the early critical period as well

Westfield United Way Is
Having Its Efforts Diluted

as providing counselors for their long-
term emotional needs and raising con-
siderable funds to meet the resulting
financial difficulties.

When this year’s hurricanes oc-
curred, it was the WUW that met with
town leaders to organize efforts for
Gulf Coast residents and to conduct a
targeted fund-raiser. When a local boy
scout decided to raise funds to erect a
monument honoring Korean War vets,
the WUW managed the funds and ral-
lied the town to the cause.

Our WUW lives its motto – it is
“Westfield’s Resource for Human Car-
ing.” The Westfield United Way helps
two out of every three people in Westfield
through the money they raise to insure
the survival of many agencies that pro-
vide services in town and the various
programs they support.

In consideration of their efforts, suc-
cesses and value to the community, I
hope that the national organization un-
der whose banner they stand would make
every effort to support this great
Westfield institution. I encourage you to
learn about their story and do all you can
to insure that they will continue to be
able to cultivate the resources of this
town in support of the many good causes
they address.

Thank you for your attention to this
matter.

Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

Second Westfielder Reports Damage
To Christmas Lights By Vandals

Letter Writer Missed Point Regarding
Pregnant Women Parking at Store

Reader Recalls Dr. Graff’s Murder
After Reading Mrs. Graff’s Obituary

I just got finished reading Marie
Sadowski’s recent letter regarding the
theft of, or damage done to Christmas
decorations at her home. Now I realize
that similar damage done to, Christmas
lights at our home was not an isolated
incident. It was only upon taking down
several sets of decorative lights recently
that we realized that the wires had been
cut by wire cutters or a similar tool. We
had thought that as so often happens, that
some had just stopped working – well I
was mistaken.

As a long time Westfield resident this
is a first – especially during the Christmas
season. As Ms. Sadowski mentioned we
should all be able to put out holiday
displays around our homes without being
concerned about theft or damage. As ju-
veniles are most likely responsible for
this type of activity, perhaps they need to
be taught that the Christmas spirit does

not include the theft and destruction of
their neighbor’s property. I would ven-
ture to guess that other homes in our
community were also the victim of simi-
lar mischief, but perhaps like myself they
thought it was an isolated event.

Pranks are one thing, but theft and
damage to property are entirely different.
I find it personally disappointing that this
type of vandalism occurred over the
Christmas holidays; surely for most of
our young people there is no shortage of
positive holiday or family activities to
take part in.

Hopefully when the Christmas holi-
days roll around again our homeowners
won’t need to include surveillance cam-
eras along with their decorative displays.
Respect for private property is a right we
should all enjoy – all through the year.

Michael C. Ince
Westfield

Based on Patricia Leonard’s most re-
cent response to my letter of January 12,
it is obvious that she completely missed
the point of my letter. She also used her
response as a personal attack towards me
and all other pregnant women.

Simply put, if Shop Rite or any mer-
chant choose to create preferred parking
for pregnant women or any others they
feel the need to offer parking to and you
don’t fit the category, don’t park there!
However, if you don’t like the fact that
these parking spots are available, you
need to redirect your hostility towards the
merchant.

In addition, letters to the editor in our
local paper are an important forum for our
community, no matter how big or small
the topic. They provide an outlet for opin-
ion that shows we care as well as provide
an outlet to learn from our neighbors. I

commend those who take the time to
write, it gives us a sense of what our
community is all about. So let’s be careful
when assuming that one has “too much”
time on their hands when choosing to
write.

Whether you agree with someone’s
opinion or not, they care enough to write
and take the chance to put their opinions
out there in the community. Sometimes
those opinions and the assumptions we
make about the writer cause one to per-
sonally attack the opinion writer in our
letters and these are the type of letters that
aren’t so welcomed by many.

Thank you to all that continue to con-
tribute to The Westfield Leader. Writers
and readers alike!

Jacquie Urbano
Westfield

The edition of January 19 held the
obituary of Mrs. Elizabeth Graff of
Westfield. It recalled her faith and ser-
vice to this community over the decades.
It also recalled that her husband, Dr. John
J. Graff, predeceased her in 1973.

It struck my memory. Anyone who
grew up around here remembers the List
Murders. However, few remember that a
Dr. Graff was murdered on the Boulevard
just blocks from the train station a year or
so after the Lists.

I believe this was her husband.
I don’t believe anyone was ever ar-

rested and remains unsolved. I always
thought his case was overwhelmed by the
List murders. If it is the same man, I think
it would be appropriate to acknowledge
his murder as still unsolved 32 years

later.
Anyway, just thought I’d bring it to

your attention.

Sean T.Murphy
Scotch Plains

McKinley, Westfielders
Provide Katrina Relief

In response to the hurricanes that devas-
tated the Gulf Coast region, the McKinley
Elementary School PTO established “Di-
rect Katrina Relief,” a means to raise money
and support for Louisiana families with a
Westfield connection. We solicited money
and gift cards from people all over town so
that we could send financial support di-
rectly to those Gulf Coast families with
relatives in Westfield who suffered dam-
age as a result of the hurricanes.

We were able to identify 11 families in
the Gulf Coast region who could use some
direct assistance in putting their homes
and lives back together. Thanks to the
generosity of over 60 Westfield families,
we collected nearly $6,000 in donations
and gift cards. These donations came from
children and adults who wanted to lend a
helping hand. We split that money evenly
among the 11 families and were pleased to
send each of them $530 in gift cards and
MasterCard pre-paid credit cards.

On behalf of the 11 families, we extend
our gratitude to the people of Westfield for
supporting this effort. Thank you so much
for every contribution that we received!

Ken Sumner
Lisa Black-Polak

McKinley PTO
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CreativeCreativeCreativeCreativeCreative

Writing ContestWriting ContestWriting ContestWriting ContestWriting Contest
You are invited to enter the

newspaper’s creative writing contest.
Detailed rules and prizes are posted
on goleader.com. It is open to anyone
and there is no entry fee. Entries (700
to 1200 words) must be received by
March 1. Those that submit by Febru-
ary 15 will receive an editor’s review
and will have the opportunity to sub-
mit an update.

Winning entries will be published
this spring in the 34th annual edition
of This Is Westfield. In the spirit of
creative writing, entries may be of
past, present or future; history, com-
mentary, sports, art, humor, science
fiction, essay, mystery, instructive,
illustrative or novelette. In some fash-
ion, there must be a tie to Westfield or
surrounding community.  Judging
criteria will include format (spelling
and grammar), creativity (ideas, im-
pact and approach), tightness (clar-
ity, structure) and depth. Have fun.

Two School Systems in Our County
Couldn’t be More Different

Governor Jon Corzine has hardly had time to find
the key to the executive washroom. He’s put trusted
aids in his cabinet and is ready to attack the state’s
problems from the top down with technical, legal
and financial experts.

The public is bracing for the bad news as it’s time
to ‘pay the piper.’ The county has already provided
a preview of its intended property-tax increases.
State government has overspent in nearly every
category in the last few years while delaying more
than $6 billion of the bill for the taxpayers until this
year, which is after the elections. And regardless of
how many officials have been arrested, the leaks are
still there.

It will be a while yet before the governor finds time
to lead us in looking at our problems from the bottom
up, which is essential for correcting New Jersey’s
culture of corruption. We, as citizens, must deal with
the problems ourselves from the bottom up – it’s
time to say ‘hell no’ to corruption that stares us in the
face.

But how does one do this? Perhaps write letters to
Governor Corzine, U.S. Attorney Chris Christie,
state senators and assemblymen. Attend meetings of
the county, municipalities, boards of education, pub-
lic utilities and authorities.

Let them know you’re here and that you mean it.
You can influence their positions and they need
support to do the right things since they face consid-
erable pressure from inside influence to do other-
wise.

When you see an outrage, be outraged. Isn’t it an
outrage when officials give themselves retroactive
pay raises? A case in point is the Elizabeth Board of
Education (BOE).

The newly appointed Elizabeth Superintendent of
Schools, Pablo Munoz, was just given a chunk of
your money. The Elizabeth BOE gave him a retroac-
tive pay raise of over $30,000. His salary is now
$209,279. Ousted Superintendent Thomas Dunn, Jr.
is still on the books for this year. The Elizabeth
school system is now paying over $400,000 a year in
superintendents’ salaries – add about 25 percent
more for the cost of the benefits and others, which go
with the salaries. The cost of this alone to the
taxpayers tops a $500,000.

Two public school systems in our county couldn’t
be taking more dissimilar paths, nor are their levels
of achievement and destinies more divergent –
Westfield and Elizabeth. Regrettably, the Elizabeth
system is in dismal shape – the kids aren’t learning
and the leadership of the board of education has
demonstrated outrageous defiance and disregard for
the public’s money.

Yes, we hope that the kids in Elizabeth can be
educated and we regret that they are not achieving.

Regarding the money being squandered (or more
aptly described as “extracted from the system”),
well, isn’t that a problem for the Elizabeth property
taxpayers? It’s not a concern for property taxpayers
in towns such as Westfield, Scotch Plains or Summit
– or is it? Think again.

Elizabeth and Plainfield in Union County are
Abbott school districts, which means that the state
pays for the school system, not the property owners
and residents of those towns. And where does the
state get the money to pay for the Abbott districts? It
comes from you.

So, when the Elizabeth BOE (or any agency for
that matter) squanders money and rewards political
buddies, it’s your money they’re doing it with – not
theirs. Be outraged.

Someone must oversee the Abbott school districts;
otherwise, the funds will continue to be drained and
the kids won’t be educated. As this situation has
worsened, there has been less money available for
the school systems that do work, such as those in our
area.

Last year, Westfield voters rejected the school
budget request by the board of education as they took
the moment to express their frustration over the
continual rise in property taxes. Although worrisome
to the school administration, the rejection was largely
symbolic. The town council lowered the school
budget request by less than one percent and the
resultant school budget continued its rise.

This year, the Westfield BOE is taking a bold
approach to this difficult problem. They seek to
expand public involvement in the budget process.
Public meetings are being held weekly on Tuesday
nights at 8 p.m. in the administrative building at 302
Elm Street to discuss the budget options and to seek
public input.

In an even more daring move, the Westfield BOE
is taking a wide-open approach to the voting process
by extending the hours for voting on the budget and
for selecting board members. On Tuesday, April 18,
the polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. In past
years, the polls in Westfield were open from 2 to 9
p.m. Other towns have similarly limited hours for
voting on school budgets. The State of New Jersey
requires only that the polls be open from 5 to 9 p.m.
and few people vote. “This is in response to many
requests the school board and administration re-
ceived following last year’s election suggesting that
the district open polls earlier,” the school district
said, explaining the extended hours.

We highly recommend that Westfielders (or others
for that matter) attend the Monday, January 30 meet-
ing at the WHS auditorium at 7:30 p.m. where
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley will
describe the decision-making process and constraints
that the district faces in developing a budget. He will
answer questions from the audience.

We understand it is not meant to be a “selling” of
the 2006-2007 budget, but it is to provide an under-
standing of the budget process. Several members of
the community requested this last year.

The numbers for 2006-2007 are not known yet. Dr.
Foley will use current budget numbers in his ex-
amples during the presentation.

Our local school systems are to be commended for
their open actions, good intentions and superior
performance.

Equally, you should be outraged over action in
Elizabeth and at other places such as with the
corruption at the UMDNJ (University of Medicine
And Dentistry of New Jersey). It’s time to stop
hiring big egos for big bucks when all we get is big
corruption.

State senators and assemblymen seek ideas on
what bills to sponsor. We suggest that they pass one
that makes it illegal in all fashions for government
entities, authorities and utilities that use public money
in any way to issue retroactive pay raises or benefits
in any form.

Danger Ahead, Warning, Property Tax!
Keep Your Money Away from Trenton
The speaker of the General Assembly,

Joe Roberts, during the swearing in of our
new legislature, citing Casey Stengel, said
the issue is “property taxes,” “property
taxes,” “property taxes.” Many discuss
the procedural avenues to discuss the
problem, such as a special session of the
legislature or the constitutional conven-
tion, but few in power will discuss the
alternative solutions to reduce the prop-
erty-tax burden.

I am extremely concerned about what
I believe will be the eventual solution by
the democratically controlled New Jer-
sey state government.

Initially, during the special session or
the convention, many alternatives will be
discussed, including the sales tax, rebates
and/or complicated tax formulas and fi-
nally raising the income tax.

I submit that eventually the Democrats
will conclude that the only viable solution
will be to increase the income tax. The
concern that most of us should share with
an increase in the income tax is who
should collect the revenue.

We should never allow the State of
New Jersey to collect the additional in-
come tax and hope they will fairly and
equitably redistribute the wealth. When
the Democrats announce the solution of
increasing the income tax to lower the
property tax, we must demand that this
new income tax be collected by the mu-

nicipal clerk. The local city or town coun-
cils should decide how to spend our
money, not the leaders in Trenton.

A citizen is permitted to stand before
his or her local governing board and scru-
tinize, in a public fashion, its expendi-
tures. Citizens are not permitted to speak
before the legislature. The farther money
travels from our pockets, the more we
should be concerned about abuse.

Please note that I do not favor an in-
crease in the income tax but I do recog-
nize reality in Trenton and we must pre-
pare for what I believe is an inevitable
outcome. In addition, we should never
allow an increase in taxes without send-
ing economic “swat” teams into state,
county and local governments to root out
waste.

The teams should perform unan-
nounced performance audits and report
their findings to the public and then the
state legislature. We should never allow
the state to raise income taxes without
reducing abuses in the pension system.

If we consider ourselves a family and
we had a financial crisis, we would cut
spending first and watch every penny.
The state must follow the same simple
rules.

Danger ahead! Warning! Keep your
money close to home!

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Confusing? Raiders’
Logo Is Meaningless

I walked through the halls of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School the other
day, as I used to several years ago when I
was a student there. Memories were
brought back, and sights of awards made
me warm and proud. However, I was
quite baffled and dumbfounded when I
saw the new Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders’ logo.

While I was quite aware that they had
changed the logo some time ago, because
of my stay at an out-of-state college for
that time, I had never actually seen the new
Raiders’ logo. However, when I saw what
the new logo looked like, I was disap-
pointed and disgusted. While I don’t know
the whole reasoning behind the switch, I
can say that we have abandoned a logo that
was full of pride, dignity and power.

The logo leaves the student and others
feeling baffled as to what it even is, let
alone something to rally behind. As an
SPFHS alumnus, I was proud to call my-
self a Raider and stand behind the old
Raiders’ head. However, I feel ashamed
to call myself a Raider and rally behind
such a confusing and meaningless logo.

I hope that this letter can stimulate a
debate in the Scotch Plains community to
bring back the old Raiders logo.

Jason Neuringer
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vibex – Discolored spot or blotch of

the skin due to a subcutaneous effusion of
blood

2. Giallolino – Naples yellow pigment
3. Trigo – Wheat
4. Geniculate – To form joints or bend

like a joint

CYSTALGIA
1. Painful swelling of the mammary

glands
2. Pain in the bladder
3. Bunyons
4. Pain and swelling of the lymph nodes

RONDACHE
1. A small circular shield carried by

medieval foot soldiers
2. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
3. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Envy; resentment

CYNEGETICS
1. Hunting with dogs
2. The study of the Brythonic Celtic

languages that includes Welsh, Breton
and Cornish

3. Pertaining to swans or the study of
swans

4. Study of diseases or inflammations
of the throat or windpipe

ANGEKOK
1. A fencing master
2. A chiropractor
3. An Eskimo medicine man
4. An interpreter; translater

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

* * * * *
Editor’s Note: The Westfield Police

Department confirmed that the Dr. John
J. Graff case remains unsolved. As re-
ported in December 28, 1973 issue of The
Westfield Leader, Dr. Graff was found at
7 p.m. by a teenager outside of 620 Bou-
levard in Westfield after being mugged
and hit in the head with a pipe. A medical
doctor at the Department of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare in New York City, he
was on his way home from the Westfield
train station.
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21st District News

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.- Westfield
Asm. Jon Bramnick - Westfield

Asm. Eric Munoz - Summit

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
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$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month.

©2006 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   1/06

on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

WESTFIELD — State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21) was the primary spon-
sor of two healthcare study bills that
were recently signed into law by out-
going Governor Richard Codey. Sen-
ate Bill 1908 will create the “New
Jersey Health Care Access Study
Commission” and Senate Joint Reso-
lution 66 will provide for an indepen-
dent study of the Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) system in New Jer-
sey.

“Access to adequate and afford-
able healthcare coverage coupled with
an efficient and effective statewide
emergency preparedness system are
two areas everyone can agree should
be a top priority,” said Sen. Kean.
“These two studies will allow experts
in their respective fields to study the
issues and make qualified recommen-
dations for improvement.”

The Health Care Access Study
Commission will be responsible for
developing specific recommendations
regarding the most effective means of
ensuring guaranteed access to
healthcare for every person in New
Jersey.

“With skyrocketing healthcare
costs and 1.2 million New Jersey citi-
zens being uninsured, we can no
longer create piecemeal solutions to
such an overwhelming problem,”
stated Sen. Kean. “Rather we must
pursue and establish a healthcare sys-
tem that truly is affordable and acces-
sible to everyone.”

The Emergency Medical Services
Study will provide a comprehensive
review and assessment of EMS ser-
vices in New Jersey to ensure that
they are complying with both state
and federal statutes and regulations.
The study will also develop a strat-
egy plan for the recruitment and re-
tention of career and volunteer em-
ployees.

“Oftentimes we associate EMS pro-
viders with individual emergencies,
but they are also on the front lines
when a large scale incident occurs
such as a natural disaster or terrorist
attack,” said Sen. Kean. “These cou-
rageous men and women provide a
vital public health function; there-
fore, we must insure that we sustain a
highly skilled and trained emergency
workforce.”

On other matters, Sen. Kean, As-
semblyman Eric Munoz and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick have an-
nounced that they are sponsoring a
Holocaust Education Program essay
contest titled: “What would Anne
Frank write in her diary in 2006?”

The contest is open to all middle-
school students in the 21st Legislative
District.  Contestants should write as if
they are Anne Frank entering a pas-

sage into her diary in 2006.
“Our hope is that this contest will

encourage students to learn about the
Holocaust on their own,” said Sen.
Kean. “This could be an exceptional
opportunity for them to begin a life-
long interest in how the actions of the
past still provide valuable lessons for
the events of today.”

Anne Frank, a German-Jewish teen-
ager who was forced into hiding in an
Amsterdam annex room during World
War Two, became an internationally
known name when the diary of her
experience was first published in
1947. Her words have touched mil-
lions by expressing the horrible events
of the Holocaust through the eyes of
an intelligent, innocent young woman.
Sadly, Anne never knew the impor-
tance of her accounts; her family was
discovered in their hiding place in
1944, and Anne died in a concentra-
tion camp a year later.

Contest winners will be presented
with four theater tickets to New
Jersey’s Papermill Playhouse premier
of “The Diary of Anne Frank” on
Saturday February 18 at 2 p.m. Stu-
dents will also be able to experience
the poignant exhibit “Anne Frank: A
Private Photo Album” and an oppor-
tunity to meet with some of the per-
formers as well. In addition, selected
winners will have their essays promi-
nently displayed at the Papermill Play-
house.

“The passages in Anne Frank’s di-
ary resonate with teenage students,”
said Asm. Munoz. “Students in middle
school have the unique opportunity
to place themselves in her shoes dur-
ing an emotional and confusing time
in her life.”

“This is a creative way to approach
Anne Frank’s legacy,” added Asm.
Bramnick. “We are sure that the con-
testants will come away from this
essay with a new appreciation for the
life of this extraordinary young
woman.”

Students interested in taking part in
the contest should submit their essays
no later than Monday, February 6.

Asm. Bramnick recently met with
Roger Mandel, president of Rhode
Island School of Design, and dis-
cussed ways artists in New Jersey can
be assisted by the state government.
They also discussed how the arts could
assist tourism and create a more visu-
ally attractive state.

Commenting on the new slogan,
“New Jersey, Come See for Your-
self,” the assemblyman highlighted
the word “see” and said the visual
experience should be maximized.
Asm. Bramnick hopes to work with
artists in New Jersey and has asked
his wife Patricia, a former professor
of painting at University of Wiscon-
sin, to work with artists in the district.

Mr. Mandel will be discussing his
ideas with the assemblyman and some
projects will be announced. Mr.
Bramnick emphasized that he does
not want to expend state monies for
any of the projects and will be look-
ing towards the private sector for as-
sistance.

If you would like to work with any
art-related programs, please call Scott
Mersereau, legislative aide for Asm.
Bramnick. For information on any
matter, please contact the district of-
fice in Westfield at (908) 232-3673.

Health Care Access
Study Becomes Law

Hiking Club Offers
Various Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities combining
wholesome recreation and physical
fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled, most of which
take place in central and northern
New Jersey. Membership dues are
$10 per year. For a complimentary
six-month schedule, please call (908)
527-4900.

Library Friends Seek Books,
Music and Videos For Sale

Amtrak Power Loss Delays
Raritan Valley Trains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Commuters on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line faced
delays last Friday when Amtrak lost
signal power on its rails.

According to NJ Transit spokes-
man Dan Stessel, Amtrak notified
NJT at 4:47 a.m. that it had lost all
signals on the Northeast Corridor
between Newark and Elizabeth. NJT
suspended service on its Northeast
Corridor, North Jersey Coast and
Raritan lines at 6:12 a.m.

He said the decision was made “so
as not to pump more trains into the
problem area, which would only make
matters worse.” Amtrak reported that
signals were restored at 7 a.m. Prior
to suspending service, the spokes-
man said NJT trains had to stop at
each signal and receive clearance from
dispatchers before proceeding.

Mr. Stessel said NJT restored ser-
vice out of its Trenton, Long Branch
and Raritan hubs on the three com-
muter lines at 7:30 a.m. with residual

delays. Service was back on schedule
by 8:30 a.m.

He said broadcast announcements
were made over the public address
system on platforms, including the
Westfield station. Commuters were
told that PATH trains, as well as Sub-
urban Coach USA, Academy and NJT
buses, were honoring train passes.
The information was available on
NJT’s website.

In addition, commuters who had
signed up with NJT’s My Transit ser-
vice were notified with a text mes-
sage to their electronic communica-
tion devices such as cell phones and
Blackberrys of the service disruption
and when service was restored.

An NJTransit representative at the
Westfield train station last Friday
morning told The Westfield Leader
that Westfield commuters should
check the north side of the train sta-
tion when there are train difficulties
in the morning. Buses are normally
arranged as alternate transportation
for commuters during these instances.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
are asking residents to donate “like
new” books, videos, DVDs, Books-
on-Tape and audio cassettes begin-
ning Wednesday, February 1, through
Friday, March 10. These items will be
resold at the annual book sale, to be
held at the library from Thursday to
Saturday, March 16 to 18.

“We usually start collecting these
materials right after the first of the
year, but with all the new construc-
tion at the library recently, we haven’t
had the facility to accept and store
them,” explained Friends’ President
Bob Czaja. “The month delay will
create an even greater need for the
support from the community we have
come to rely upon in the past.”

The Friends seek books of all kinds,
including fiction, non-fiction, mys-
teries, cookbooks, gardening, how-to
books, crafts and children’s books.

“They should be in very good con-
dition, since they will be resold,” Mr.
Czaja said. “We cannot accept any
books that are damp, wet or musty.
We are also unable to accept books
that are ‘unsaleable’ – such as out-of-
date computer or tax manuals, etc.

Mr. Czaja noted, “We are looking
for professionally made videos and
CDs only – not home movies or TV
shows or CDs taped from the radio.
We seek documentaries, how-to, ex-
ercise and children’s videos along
with audio books and music.”

Volunteers are needed to help with
publicity, sorting and staffing for the
sale. A sign-up sheet will be available
at the Circulation Desk of the library.

Proceeds from the sale support the
library. Funds have been used for
things as science books, the summer

Resident Supports Repeal of
Westfield Redevelopment Designation
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

the Westfield Mayor and council mem-
bers and copied to The Westfield Leader.

I wanted to thank you for initiating the
discussion regarding the repeal of the
redevelopment ordinances. I appreciate
that you have spent much time on this
subject and have voted to move the pro-
cess forward by sending it over to the
planning board.

I would especially like to thank Council-
man David Haas for making the point that,
by moving forward, this ensures a formal
process is followed involving the planning
board. I would also like to thank Council-
man Sal Caruana for making the point that
if we continue to leave this designation in
place, we are leaving the door open to some
future risk. I have asked over the past year
that the redevelopment ordinances be re-
pealed for this very reason.

If we continue to leave these ordi-
nances open then we are leaving our town
vulnerable to future development pro-

posals or, as Mr. Cochren stated last week,
vulnerable to possible state mandates.
Another important reason that I have not
heard mentioned recently is that it would
reflect the will of the people. When the
referendum question was asked in the
November 2004 election, the residents of
Westfield overwhelming rejected the
parking garage with mixed-use retail/resi-
dential redevelopment project.

Repealing the ordinance now would go
a long way in enhancing public trust re-
garding this issue. Good business practice
dictates that when a project is completed,
loose ends need to be tied up. This redevel-
opment ordinance was created for this
particular project that is now terminated;
therefore good business practice would
dictate that the ordinance be repealed.

I see no benefit to leaving the designation
in place and urge you to repeal the ordi-
nance as soon as proper steps can be taken.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

Motorists Says Fanwood Police
Officer Treated Her Harshly

I am writing to voice my displeasure
regarding harsh treatment received from
[a Fanwood] officer with badge number
0104 on January 12 at 8:40 a.m. He fol-
lowed me down North Avenue into
Plainfield with lights flashing. I did not
know this until his siren was activated. I
stopped and he approached my car. He
never identified himself and wrote his
name illegibly on the summons. I did not
see credentials. This caused me appre-
hension.

He did demand my license and regis-
tration. Once he stated the reason for the
stop, I tried to explain why I made a right
turn onto Terrill Road to avoid colliding
with a red car whose brake lights did not
work. The street was damp and had oil
residue on the surface from many trucks
and school buses using South Avenue.

The officer never responded to my

statement or explanation, but walked back
to his vehicle. My contention is that I
suffered undue stress and heart palpita-
tions, which were quite scary and did not
dissipate for a long time.

My entire point is this; as a handicap
person I was subjected to ill treatment and
not given any consideration for my expla-
nation, but just handed a ticket. I had
heard that Fanwood and the surrounding
towns were prone to racial profiling and
obviously it is plausible. But I would like
the officer to have an attitude/human re-
lation adjustment done so that his longev-
ity with the Fanwood police department
will be done with impartiality and equity.

Incidentally, the officer did an illegal
u-turn on the double lines of North Av-
enue after he gave me the ticket.

Pat Cleveland
Linden

Letters To The Editor

      
A gift package created to let you & the one you
love share Love’s greatest gift . . . time together.

Package includes:

Above package may be used
anytime in February.   $375.00 per couple.

On The Side . . .
Both you and your partner will be pampered
during a relaxing 60 minute Couples Swedish
Massage with 10 minutes of Reflexology.

740 South Avenue West, Westfield  908-232-6595

/Westfield Inn . . .
Conclude your evening with an overnight stay
at Westfield’s beautiful Westfield Inn.

435 North Avenue, Westfield  908-654-5600

NORTHSIDE TRATTORIA . . .
Continue your romantic evening with a three
course candle-lit dinner.  Wine parings included
for each course.  Laugh loudly, love deeply, eat
well. (May not be used for Valentine’s Day Jazz
Dinner: February 14, 2006)

16 Prospect Street, Westfield  908-232-7320

Arrangements & Reservations made through
On The Side:  Call 908-232-6595

Writer Attacked Process,
Not Individuals

I would like to comment briefly on the
letters of Mayor Skibitsky and Assem-
blyman Bramnick that appeared in last
week’s paper.

First, Mr. Bramnick needs to check his
correspondence file. His assertion that “I
never received a call or letter from the
Republican who wrote the letter to the
editor” is untrue. I telephoned and spoke
to Mr. Bramnick in February 2005 and
shortly thereafter received in the mail a
handwritten note thanking me for my
interest in the Republican Committee and
stating that I would be invited to a future
meeting. Needless to say, no invitation
was forthcoming.

Through the appropriate procedures, I
requested copies of the resumes of certain
individuals. In a letter received from the
town clerk, I was informed that the re-
quested documents were not in the pos-
session of the town.

It is shocking that appointments are
made without having to submit even a
perfunctory application for the position or
a resume. I stand by my assertion that it is
fine if qualified Republicans are appointed,
as long as there is an application process
and appointment made based on qualifica-
tions and the content of their written appli-
cation submitted for this process.

My letter to editor that appeared in the
January 12 issue was an attack on the
process. It was not an attack on any indi-
vidual. If Mayor Skibitsky and Assem-
blyman Bramnick want to it spin it this
way, I think the readers know why.

Cynthia Foulke
Westfield

children’s reading programs and
chairs for the Community Room.

Anyone wishing to donate books
and/or other audio/visual materials
for the sale may bring them to the
library during regular library hours.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Driver License Renewal
To See Record Volume
The NJ Motor Vehicle Commis-

sion expects to renew two million
driver licenses in 2006, a record
increase of 90 percent over last
year. Drivers should renew before
the last minute. For information,
call (888) 486-3339.

Letter to the Editor



Page 6  Thursday, January 26, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Ms. Melissa A. Fiorina and Ian T. Rhodes

Ms. Melissa A. Fiorina
To Wed Ian T. Rhodes

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Fiorina of
Ann Arbor, Mich. have announced
the engagement of their daughter,
Ms. Melissa Alexandra Fiorina of
Santa Monica, Calif. to Ian Thomas
Rhodes, also of Santa Monica. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. David
Rhodes of Plainsboro, formerly of
Westfield.

The bride-elect graduated from
Gabriel Richard High School in Ann
Arbor in 1990 and from Northwest-

ern University in Evanston, Ill. in
1994. She is a Marketing Manager
in the Los Angeles office of
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Her fiancé graduated from
Westfield High School in 1990 and
from Seton Hall University in South
Orange in 1994. He is an Audit Senior
Manager, also in the Los Angeles
office of PricewaterhouseCoopers.

The couple plans to be married in
Los Angeles in the fall.

Frances Poranski to Discuss
Work With Prison Inmates

WESTFIELD – Frances Poranski,
a 33-year volunteer counselor to
prison inmates at the East Jersey
Prison in Avenel, will be the guest
speaker at the First Wednesday Lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon on February 1 at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Mrs. Poranski, a Westfield grand-
mother, began counseling inmates
through The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s ministry program after be-
coming a widow in her early 50s. She
became interested in helping others
while serving as a deacon and elder in
the church, where she also taught Sun-
day school to ninth graders for 20 years.

Although she does not have a de-
gree, she studied psychology for a

year at Union County College. Over
the years, she has counseled over 2,500
male inmates through the Prison and
Rehabilitation Development program.

In her talk, Mrs. Poranski will dis-
cuss some of the techniques she has
used in counseling both minimum
and maximum-security inmates. She
will talk about the various subjects
she discusses with them and how she
is able to get them to focus on the
future and change  the pre-conceived
notions they have of themselves. She
also has tried to give them the skills
and tools to motivate them to make
positive changes in their lives.

In 1999, Mrs. Poranski received
the Restorative Justice Award from
the Presbyterian Church (USA) for
her many years of counseling work
with prison inmates. She also received
an award from the East Jersey State
Prison in 2004 for her years of volun-
teer work.

A telephone committee of the So-
ciety will call regular attendees of the
luncheon to verify their reservations.
Space permitting, others also may
attend. Interested persons are asked
to call (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, January 30.

Evan Nathanial Katz
Is First 2006 Baby

At Overlook Hospital
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital’s

first baby of 2006 was Evan Nathanial
Katz, born to Westfield residents Dana
and Adam Katz at 4:11 a.m. on Sun-
day, January 1.

“I had a fantastic experience at
Overlook,” Mrs. Katz said. “We
couldn’t have been happier with the
level of care.”

The couple moved from Jersey City
to Westfield in September 2005. Origi-
nally from Montreal, Mrs. Katz com-
mented that she loves her new town.
“Westfield will be a great place to
raise Evan,” she said.

Library to Present Program
Celebrating Paul Robeson

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will sponsor the
East Lynne Theater Company’s pro-
duction of “Paul Robeson through his
Words and Music” on Wednesday,
February 1, at 7 p.m. as the kick-off
event to its month-long recognition
of African-American History Month.

This one-man performance will
celebrate the life and talent of one-
time Westfield resident Paul Robeson
(1898-1976), the son of a former
slave who achieved worldwide suc-
cess and fame as a scholar, athlete,
performer and activist. Registration
for this performance is ongoing at
the Circulation (front) Desk and may
be done in person or by calling (908)
789-4090.

Also in honor of African-Ameri-
can History Month, the library will
sponsor “Queen Nur’s Sweet Potato
Tales,” a family program featuring
interactive storytelling in the Afri-
can-American tradition, on Saturday,
February 11, at 10:30 a.m.

On Friday, February 10, “Lincoln’s
Birthday Remembered” will be pre-
sented at 1:30 p.m. and will feature
a discussion of the life and times of
the president who emancipated the
slaves. In addition to these programs,
the library has extensive displays of
African-American fiction and non-
fiction titles for adults and children.

For children, the library will offer
its “Mother Goose Group,” for walk-
ing toddlers up to two-and-a-half
years with a caregiver, today, Thurs-
day, January 26, from 10 to 10:20
a.m. Toddlers and their caregivers
participate in rhymes, songs, move-
ment activities and stories.

“Baby Rhyme Time,” for babies
not yet walking with a caregiver, will
take place tomorrow, Friday, January
27, from 10 to 10:20 a.m. In this
program, babies and their caregivers
take part in rhymes, lap bounces,
songs and clapping activities.

For adults, the Friends Book Dis-
cussion Club will meet today, Thurs-

day, January 26, at 2 p.m. for a discus-
sion of a novel about members of a
book club.

“TGIF: Art 101” is scheduled for
tomorrow, Friday, January 27, at 1:30
p.m. and will feature Australia Day.

The Westfield Library is located at
550 East Broad Street. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 789-4090,
visit the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles). †After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.
Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:  $50 twin,  $75 full,  $100 queen,  $200 king.   Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets:  $25 twin,  $50 full,  $75 queen,  $100 king.

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SOFT CLOUD PILLOW TOP*

TWIN SET

FULL SET.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$260 $129
$380 $199

SUGG. SALE
$360 $199
$490 $299
$1120 $599
$1740 $999

SUGG. SALE
$490 $269
$620 $339
$1470 $799
$2190 $1199

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$1010 $569 $557
$1220 $689 $664
$2660 $1499 $1424
$3820 $2149 $2049

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$3010 $1699 $1649
$3560 $1999 $1924
$4200 $2399 $2299
$5720 $3249 $3049

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different? Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's
finest materials – like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and eight-way hand tied box
springs - to assure the most durable and luxurious comfort    available. Plus, right now, when you
purchase an Ultra premium set you’ll also enjoy extraordinary savings - and a great instant rebate.
Don’t delay - sleep better today!

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SLEEP BETTER.
SAVE MORE.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200*

A N D  E N T E R  TO  W I N  T H E  “ D O U B L E - D I P ”  D R AW I N G
( s e e  s t o re  f o r  d e t a i l s )

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Mothers to Hear Talk
On College Savings

FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers & More will host
John Garretson, a Certified Financial
Planner and Registered Financial Ad-
visor, at its Wednesday, February 1
meeting. He will speak on the various
types of government-sponsored plans
for college savings.

The meeting will be held at 8 p.m.
at the Fanwood Recreation Center in
Forest Road Park in Fanwood and
will be open to the public. Refresh-
ments will be provided. Attendees
also will have an opportunity to learn
more about the chapter’s activities,
which include mom-and-tot outings,
mom’s night out, playgroups, a book
club and a craft club, among other
programs.

A national, non-profit organization,
Mothers & More champions the value
and necessity of all mothers’ work to
society, both paid and unpaid, within
and outside of the home.

For more information about the
upcoming meeting or Mothers &
More, please call Stacy at (908) 928-
9841 or Marilyn at (908) 568-2633 or
visit mothersandmore.org.

Boy Scouts’ Klondike Derby
To Take Place on Saturday

WESTFIELD AREA – The
Watchung Mountain District of the
Patriots’ Path Council of the Boy
Scouts of America has announced its
annual Klondike Derby will be held
this Saturday, January 28, from 8
a.m. to approximately 1 p.m.

Boy Scouts from Berkeley Heights,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield, plus 11
other area communities, will take part
in the derby at the Watchung Reser-
vation circle.

The other participating communi-
ties include Gillette, Long Hill Town-
ship, Meyersville, Millington, Murray
Hill, New Providence, North
Plainfield, Stirling, Summit, Warren
and Watchung.

The derby, which has been run most
years for over 35 years, this year will
feature 33 teams of five to 10 boys,
who will compete to earn points in
various skill-building challenges.

The skills include team building,
first aid and fire building, among oth-
ers. If the weather permits it, the
teams will pull sleds to areas of the
“Klondike Region” set up within the
circle area. At each stop, they will
meet the “town mayor” and accept
their challenge.

Teams will be awarded “gold nug-
gets” as points for their efforts. If the
ground is not frozen enough for the
sleds, the teams will carry the needed
equipment in backpacks to each stop.

Each team’s test scores and elapsed
times will be relayed to a central
scoreboard and will determine the
winners. An awards ceremony will
take place later that day. Adult lead-
ers and volunteers from various scout
troops will assist with the event.

The public is welcome to attend  and
support the boys. For further informa-
tion, please call Elsie Hemmings at
(973) 765-9322, extension no. 249.

Miller-Cory Invites Visitors
For ‘Snowflake Sunday’

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Snowflake Sunday” from
2 to 4 p.m. this Sunday, January 29.

This program will feature a vari-
ety of activities ideal for young chil-
dren, including three crafts, snow-
flake storytelling and a special pre-
sentation by Patricia D’Angelo on
the history of snow globes.

The fee will be $3 for children,
and adults may attend for free. In
the event of severe weather, the pro-
gram will be rescheduled for Sun-

day, February 5.
Costumed docents bring the past to

life at the 18th-century dwelling. In-
dividuals also are invited to visit the
museum’s gift shop, which carries a
wide variety of Colonial reproduc-
tions, toys, crafts, cookbooks and
educational materials.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Historic Valen-
tines” on February 12 and “A Spot of
Tea – A Talk on Tea” on February 26.
For information about the museum,
its calendar of events or volunteer
opportunities, please call the office at
(908) 232-1776.

Volunteers Are Sought
For Easter Musical

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel
Church of Scotch Plains is seeking
individuals to be part of a large multi-
church Easter musical presented by
Torn Curtain Productions.

Volunteers are needed for an Easter
Oratorio, “Saviour,” to be performed
four times in Scotch Plains over two
weekends, April 7 and 8, 13 and 14.
No auditions are required.

Rehearsals will be held one evening
per week beginning Monday, Febru-
ary 6. Interested persons are asked to
call (908) 322-9300 or e-mail
TornCurtain@Comcast.net by Friday,
February 3.

History Societies Post
Spring Assembly Date
WESTFIELD – The Planning

Committee for the Spring Assembly
of the Westfield history societies has
announced that the groups’ annual
meeting will take place on Wednes-
day, April 26, at 8 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, located
at 170 Elm Street. Introductory mu-
sic will start at about 7:45 p.m.

The assembly is the yearly gather-
ing of the community’s five history
organizations, which include the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields,
the Miller-Cory House Museum Vol-
unteers, the Westfield Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (D.A.R.), the Westfield Histori-
cal Society and the West Fields Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution (S.A.R.).

The S.A.R. is the host association
this year, represented on the com-
mittee by John Lawson. Other com-
mittee members include Bob Miller
and Dick Underhill of the Genea-
logical Society, Pat D’Angelo and
Fran Gold of the Miller-Cory Volun-
teers, Nancy Priest of the Historical
Society and Stephanie Mannino of
the D.A.R. The delegate from the
church is Dot Bachman.

The program will be announced as
soon as plans are complete. The fea-
ture presentation will be followed
by refreshments, and the public is
invited to attend at no charge.

Lions Seek Return
Of Baby Jesus Figure

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Li-
ons Club is appealing for help in
recovering the figure of the infant
Jesus that was taken from the club’s
crèche on the north side of the
Fanwood train station.

Anyone who knows of the
figure’s whereabouts or who has it
is asked to return it to either 18
Shady Lane in Fanwood or 192
Midway Avenue in Fanwood.
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Holy Trinity Raises Funds
For Future Parish Center

WESTFIELD – The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity in
Westfield last month wrapped up a
successful capital campaign to raise
$3 million to build a parish center.
Launched last fall, the campaign was
entitled “Giving Thanks for the Past,
Building for a Faith-Filled Future.”

The parish had conducted a survey
to gauge parishioners’ interest in vari-
ous ministries and outreach programs,
as well as their satisfaction with the
parish. It revealed a high level of
satisfaction, a strong desire to expand
the breadth of parish ministries; a
keen interest in nurturing the spiri-
tual growth of children in the faith
community and a strongly felt need
for adequate space for the parish’s
many activities.

In November 2004, based on the
strong recommendations of the Par-
ish Pastoral Council and the Parish
Finance Council, Monsignor Joseph
Masiello, Pastor, had made the deci-
sion to acquire a property next to the
parish on Westfield Avenue .

Deacon Tom Pluta headed the effort
to engage an architect and draw up
plans for the facility. Maintaining the
integrity of the existing church build-
ing was a high priority in the design.

Bob Dillon and Jerri and Jim Tanella
chaired the capital campaign, with
Charles Weidman and Bill and Trish
Fitzpatrick serving as Major Gifts

HELPING WISHES COME TRUE…Members of the Handcrafter Group of the
Women’s Association of the Community Presbyterian Church in Mountainside
organize donations for the Special Wishes Foundation, which provides groceries
and other items to struggling families. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sandra
Reppert, “Speedy” of the Special Wishes Foundation, Helen Mulholland and
Gisela Groiss.

Handcrafter Group Helps
Special Wishes Foundation

‘Y’ to Present Program
On Alzheimer’s Disease

WESTFIELD – A lecture entitled
“What You Need to Know About
Alzheimer’s and Related Dementia
Disorders” will be held on Monday,
February 6, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Amy Matthews from the
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
will be the lead presenter at the pro-
gram, which will be free and open to
the public.

This lecture will cover informa-
tion, recourses, research and refer-
rals. Those interested in attending
the program are asked to respond in
advance. To respond or obtain more
information, please call the Westfield
Area “Y” at (908) 233-2700, exten-
sion no. 251.

Chairpersons. “I’ve been a member
of this parish for more than 30 years,
and I’m happy to be part of an excit-
ing venture which will allow us to
expand our ministries, particularly
our ministry to young children,
through the building of a new chapel,”
Mr. Dillon said.

The new center will feature an
atrium space for gatherings before
and after masses; a chapel for daily
and special masses, and office space
for the Youth Ministry and Religious
Education programs. Several meet-
ing and audio/visual rooms will be
included, along with a kitchen and a
large dividable space capable of be-
ing used by the parish’s many groups.

“Once again I am deeply humbled
and inspired by the goodness of our
parishioners and by their belief in the
mission of Holy Trinity Parish,” Mon-
signor Masiello remarked about the
success of the campaign.

The secondary goals of the capital
campaign include restoration work in
the existing church building and the
retirement of a loan used to purchase
the property on Westfield Avenue.

Y’s Men’s Club Celebrates
Successful 2005 Tree Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Y’s Men’s Club revealed it had an-
other successful Christmas tree sale,
with 1,600 trees having been sold
between Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas this past holiday season.

“Our tree sale has been a tradition
in Westfield for five decades, and
continues to be a great fundraiser
thanks to the generous support of
Westfield area residents,” remarked
Bill Scott, the Y’s Men’s Club “Yard
Boss,” adding the 2005 event was
“the most successful sale we’ve had
in five years.”

The club recognized and expressed
appreciation to the many volunteers
for their efforts in making the sale a
success. Among them were the
Westfield Area “Y” staff and board,
especially Mark Elsasser, Julia Black,
Jean Stone, Kathy Dawson, Clark
Lagemann, Marty Collett, Linda Chris-
topher, Roger Love and John Mathis;
the Westfield Area “Y” Leaders Club;
the Westfield Area Old Guard; the

Westfield Lacrosse Club and the Gov-
ernor Livingston Lacrosse Club.

Club members began the season by
replacing their old office trailer. “We
actually used eBay to get a good deal
on a used trailer from a cement com-
pany in Clifton,” said Tom Baker, Y’s
Men’s Club vice president.

“It needed lots of love. Our mem-
bers, who are generally handy, gave it
a new roof, new floor and lots of
cosmetic repairs. We then reached
out to the Girl Scouts to give it a
cheery holiday paint job,” he added.

The club is always looking for new
members. Interested individuals are
invited to attend the next club dinner
meeting. Further information is avail-
able at the Y’s Men’s club website,
www.westfieldnj.com/ysmen.

Operating on a 100 percent volun-
teer basis, the club turns net proceeds
of the tree sale into charitable grants
to area organizations and youth de-
velopmental programs.

Groups seeking funding are asked to
submit their requests by Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7, to ysmensclub@westfieldnj.com.
For a list of the clubs and organizations
benefiting from the tree sale, please visit
the Y’s Men’s website.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Handcrafter Group of the Women’s
Association of the Community Pres-
byterian Church of Mountainside last
month presented the Special Wishes
Foundation with both handmade and
store bought items such as sweaters,
blankets, hats and mittens.

The Union-based foundation helps
struggling families stay together and
stay strong through hard times by
supplying groceries and other items,
believing this is one of the most im-
portant ways to build and maintain
healthy and vital communities. Fur-
ther information about the founda-

tion may be obtained by calling (908)
688-4795.

The Handcrafter Group is an organi-
zation of volunteers that meets at 10 a.m.
on the second Saturday of every month
in the Memorial Room of the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, located at 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside.

Projects undertaken by the group
benefit various organizations, and group
members have an opportunity to use
their own skills or learn new ones.

For more information about the
Handcrafter Group, interested persons
are asked to call the church office at
(908) 232-9490 and leave a name and
telephone number with Janet.

SPREADING GOOD CHEER…Members of Girl Scout Troop No. 835 are shown
in front of the artwork they created on the new Y’s Men’s Club trailer. For their
volunteer efforts, the club made a donation of $250 to the troop for a charity of
their choice. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Y’s Men’s Club member
Sydney Harvey, Daria Olson and Kari Nemeth, and front row, Zoe Greenberg,
Meghan Bachmann, Ashley Kattak, Katie Yamano, Y’s Men’s member Dominic
DiGiorgio, Olivia Pecora, Alexandra Davidson, Cathy Kattak, Y’s Men’s mem-
ber Dave Ciarrocca and Stephanie Olson.

First Baptist to Hold
Oz-Themed Evening
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will host a “Wizard of
Oz” family event tomorrow, Friday,
January 27, from 6 to 10 p.m., fea-
turing an Oz-themed dinner, games
and a movie sing-along.

Lyrics sheets will be distributed
for participants to sing along to the
film. Attendees also may dress as
their favorite Oz character, and prizes
will be awarded to the most creative,
decorative costume. The cost is $10
per family, which includes the entire
evening’s festivities. The event is
open to the public.

In addition, the church doors and
sanctuary are always open for prayer
on weekdays, at least from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., and longer when a minister is
in the building. Area residents also
may utilize any of the resources made
available to church members, includ-
ing talking to one of the ministers at
First Baptist. For more details, please
email firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net
or call (908) 233-2278.

What if you could stop a
stroke from happening?
It’s part of the advanced neuroscience 
technology at Overlook.
At Overlook Hospital, we don’t just treat neurological disorders.
We help prevent them from even happening. Like our revolutionary
procedure that uses a tiny coil of wire to treat a brain aneurysm
and prevent a possible stroke.  We also have one of the leading
Epilepsy Centers in New Jersey, with a staff that has extensive
training and experience in treating and managing epilepsy, utilizing
PET/CT scanning technology to quickly pinpoint the location of a
seizure onset.  Our Spine Program offers patients with complex
spinal disorders and injuries the latest in clinical capabilities, 
including diagnostic imaging, minimally invasive and image guided
surgery, and spine stimulation treatment options.  It’s all part of
the wide range of specialized treatments at our Neuroscience
Institute, with more neurosurgeons and neuroradiologists than
most hospitals in the state.  At Overlook,you have the best brains
in the business, looking after yours.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

A member of

La Leche League Sets
February 8 Meeting

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, meets
on the second Wednesday of each
month at 9:30 a.m. in Scotch Plains.

The next meeting will take place
on February 8 and will feature the
topic “Baby Arrives: the Family and
the Breastfed Baby.”

New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are wel-
come to come and learn more about
breastfeeding, have their questions
answered and meet other breastfeeding
mothers. For the meeting location and
more information, please call Mari at
(908) 233-6513 or Arlene at (908)
789-4772.

Service League Reveals
Thrift Shop Bag Day
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League’s Thrift Shop, located
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield,
will feature its annual end-of-winter
Bag Day event on Saturday, Febru-
ary 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Customers will be able to pur-
chase a grocery size paper bag for $5
and fill it to the brim with clothing,
toys, books, shoes and household
items. There is no limit to the num-
ber of bags that can be purchased.
The week after the sale, the shop will
be filled with spring and summer
merchandise.

The Service League also runs a
consignment shop, located on the
second floor of the building that
houses the thrift shop. It will be open
the day of the sale as well.

A non-profit organization, the
league donates all proceeds to local
charities. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2530.

Hiking Club Offers
Various Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities combining
wholesome recreation and physical
fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled, most of which
take place in central and northern
New Jersey. Membership dues are
$10 per year. For a complimentary
six-month schedule, please call (908)
527-4900.
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

Helen Coles Miller, 93, Volunteer;
Active In Kiwanis Club and Church

Frank J. Mastrian

Frank Mastrian, 80, Decorated Veteran;
Construction Electrician For 44 Years

Helen Ray Coles Miller, 93, of
Charlemont, Mass. died on Monday,
January 16, at her home.

Born in New York City on March
11, 1912, she was the daughter of
Samuel W. and Marietta D. Provost
Barkelew. After the death of her
mother, she was raised by her aunt
and uncle, Edna and Lee Griffiths, in
Westfield, where she lived for several
years.

She moved to Charlemont with her
first husband, Arthur Coles, in Janu-
ary 1970. He predeceased her. On
May 18, 1978, she married her sec-
ond husband, F. Newton Miller, who
died in 1988.

Mrs. Miller enjoyed making artifi-

cial flower arrangements and selling
them at the former Country Mouse on
the Mohawk Trail in Charlemont.

She and her husband Newt were
active in the Shelburne Falls Kiwanis
Club. Mrs. Miller also had been a
volunteer at the Anchorage Nursing
Home in Shelburne, Mass. and taught
Sunday school at the Charlemont
Federated Church.

She was a member of the Mary
Lyon Church in Buckland, Mass.

Mrs. Miller was a lifelong Celtics
fan.

She was predeceased by her sister,
Dorothy B. Miller; her brother, Arthur
W. Barkelew, and a niece, Janet Turley.

Surviving are a niece, Ann Miller
Patch of Cape Elizabeth, Me.; two
grandnieces, Robin Patch of
Brattleboro, Vt. and Lizbeth
Doubleday of Buckland, Mass.; two
grandnephews, Steven Patch of
Woodstock, N.Y. and Michael Turley
of Buckland, Mass., and a half-sister,
Carol Barkelew Wolfe of La Jolla,
Calif.

A graveside service will be held in
Center Cemetery in Buckland, Mass.
in the spring.

Arrangements are by the Smith-
Kelleher Funeral Home in Shelburne
Falls, Mass.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Mary Lyon Church, Upper
Street, Buckland, Mass. 01338; the
Shelburne Falls Kiwanis Club, in care
of Jon Wyman, 100 North Street,
Shelburne Falls, Mass. 01370 or the
Hospice of Franklin County, 329
Conway Street, Greenfield, Mass.
01301.

January 26, 2006

Frank James Mastrian of Plainfield
died on Thursday, January 19, at
ManorCare in Mountainside.

Born in Westfield to Frank and
Alice Mastrian, he had lived there
before moving to Plainfield in 1952.
He celebrated his 80th birthday in
October.

A 1944 graduate of Westfield High
School, Mr. Mastrian
was a decorated veteran
of World War II. He
served in the United
States Army as a staff
sergeant with the 253rd
Infantry Regiment of
the 63rd Division, with
campaigns in central
Europe, the Rhineland
and the Ardennes in
1945.

He was a member of
Local Union No. 675,
International Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers in Elizabeth, employed
for 44 years as a construction electri-
cian.

He was a member of the First Bap-

tist Church of Westfield and also at-
tended Hydewood Park Baptist
Church in North Plainfield. Mr.
Mastrian loved people and was pas-
sionate about art and opera.

Surviving are his wife of 59 years,
June Jaffee Mastrian; a son, Mark R.
Mastrian of Ridgefield; a daughter,
Karen J. Mastrian of Willits, Calif.,

and a brother, William
J. Mastrian of South
Plainfield.

Funeral services were
held on Monday, Janu-
ary 23, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment
followed at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Due to allergies in the
family, individuals are
asked not to send flow-

ers. Those who wish to may make
memorial donations to the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, 116 Euclid
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Frederick C. Meyer, 83, Trust Officer;
Was Active In First Baptist Church

Genevieve Doorley, 82, MetLife Retiree;
Honored Volunteer at Deborah Hospital

Adele E. Harrison, 78
Adele Elizabeth Vecchione

Harrison, 78, of Garwood died on
Thursday, January 19, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Garfield for many years and
in Westfield for nine years before
coming to Garwood four months ago.

Mrs. Harrison retired in 1997 from
Hackensack University Medical Cen-
ter in Hackensack after having been
employed as a secretary for 20 years.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Daniel Peter Harrison, in 1990.

Surviving is her daughter, Susan E.
Harrison.

A funeral service was held on Mon-
day, January 23, at the Dooley Fu-
neral Home, 218 West North Avenue
in Cranford. Burial took place at Ce-
dar Lawn Cemetery in Paterson.
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Paul Glor, 86, Had Been WE Engineer;
Opera Singer and Ham Radio Operator

Frederick C. Meyer, 83, of
Westfield died on Friday, January 20,
at Robert Wood Johnson Hospital in
Rahway.

Born April 8, 1922 in Woodhaven,
N.Y., the son of the late Frederick C.
and Theresa Theiler Meyer, he lived
in Westfield since 1968.

Mr. Meyer had worked as a trust
officer at Midlantic Bank in Edison
for 16 years, retiring in 1984.

A member of the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, he also was a
member of its Senior Choir for over
45 years. He additionally was a mem-
ber of American Legion Post No. 3 in
Westfield.

Mr. Meyer served in the United
States Army and was honorably dis-

charged as a Tech 4th Grade in World
War II.

He graduated from Pace Univer-
sity in New York, Class of 1952, with
a Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion degree in Accounting.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Dorothy E. Meyer, in 1981.

Surviving are a niece and many
friends.

Graveside services were held on
Tuesday, January 24, at Hazelwood
Cemetery in Rahway with the Rever-
ends Dee Dee Turlington and Will-
iam Fredrickson officiating.

Memorial donations may be made
to the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Genevieve E. Doorley, 82, of Toms
River died on Thursday, January 19,
at her home.

Born in Scotch Plains, she had
lived there before moving to Toms
River in 1982.

Mrs. Doorley had been employed
as an administrative assistant with
MetLife in Scotch Plains prior to
retiring in 1982.

She was a member of St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Beachwood,
where she volunteered with the LUV
Day Ladies quilting group and sang
in the choir. An active volunteer at
Deborah Hospital, she was acknowl-
edged by Deborah for her many years

of service.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Stephen Doorley, in 1991.
Surviving are a son, Alan Hanna

of Clearwater, Fla. and two grand-
children.

Funeral services were held on
Tuesday, January 24, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment followed
at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Deborah Hospital Foundation,
P.O. Box 820, Browns Mills, N.J.
08015-0820.
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Paul A. Glor, 86, of Scotch Plains
died on Sunday, January 22, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.

Born and raised in Shaker Heights,
Ohio, he had lived in Cleveland, Ohio
and Manhattan, N.Y. before moving
to Scotch Plains in 1963.

Mr. Glor had been an engineer with
Western Electric in Kearny for 25
years, retiring in 1984.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II.

He studied music at both Principia
College in St. Louis, Mo. and West-

ern Reserve University in Cleveland,
Ohio.

Mr. Glor sang with the St. Louis
Opera during the 1940s and later with
the New York City Opera.

He was an active ham radio opera-
tor with the call sign WB2USA.

Surviving are two daughters,
Bronwyn Glor of North Plainfield
and Megan Glor of Portland, Ore.,
and a grandson.

Private services were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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Union Hospital Guild Assn.
Donates $100,000 To Hospital

Grief and Loss Program
To Begin at Area Church

UNION TOWNSHIP – Patients at
Union Hospital will continue to have
free television thanks to the Union
Hospital Guild Association, which
recently presented a $100,000 check
to the hospital. This donation will be
added to the $85,000 given to the
hospital in early 2005, which exceeds
the Guild’s 2004-2005 pledge of
$140,000.

The guild is Union Hospital’s old-
est and largest fundraising group and
has donated close to $2 million to the
hospital since its founding in 1961.
Its 50 members have been raising
money through raffles, clothing, jew-
elry and bake sales, weekly bingo and
operation of the hospital gift shop.

This official fundraising arm of the
Volunteer Services Department oper-
ates under the auspices of the Union
Hospital Foundation.

“In my 25 years of healthcare ex-
perience, I have not known another

group so dedicated to their cause and
so willing to help others,” said Kate
Coyne, Union Hospital’s executive
director, after being presented with
the check. “On behalf of the hospital
employees, volunteers and patients,
thank you from the bottom of my
heart.”

In past years, donations from the
guild have been applied to refurbish-
ing patient rooms and the lobby, the
hospital’s patient and employee help
fund, and the Center for Surgery.

Union Hospital is the only hospital
in the area to offer free television
services to patients, in addition to its
already free telephone services for
patients and parking for visitors.

For those interested in joining the
Union Hospital Guild Association or
the Volunteer Services Department,
please call (908) 851-7014.

Union Hospital is an affiliate of the
Saint Barnabas Health Care System.

CRANFORD – A six-week grief
and loss support group will be offered
on Sundays, February 5 through
March 12, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
Mettam Lounge of the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, located at
11 Springfield Avenue.

Patti Williams, a Registered Nurse
and Certified Pastoral Bereavement
Counselor, and Dr. Virginia Waters, a
psychologist, will be the facilitators. Both
have experienced loss in their own lives.

The seminar will address “What is
grief and how do we grieve?”; the
tasks of grieving and redefining one-
self; how to take care of oneself and
cope with loss; how to make deci-
sions, face challenges and handle the
holidays and special occasions; cre-
ate a meaningful memorial and ex-
amine one’s spirituality. All losses
will be homogenously grouped.

The last session will include a spe-
cial remembrance service and opportu-
nity to walk the labyrinth at the church.

Mrs. Williams created the seminar
and support group – held twice a year
in the fall and the spring – in response

to her late husband’s concern for those
who have suffered loss to learn how
to cope and find meaning in their
faith. He was Dr. Reverend Bruce
Williams, pastor of the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford. To regis-
ter for the seminar or for more infor-
mation, please call the church office
at (908) 276-8440.

Cholesterol Screenings
On Tap at ‘Y’ Feb. 6

WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospi-
tal personnel will be at the Westfield
Area “Y” on Monday, February 6,
from 10 a.m. to noon to perform cho-
lesterol screenings.

This will be a non-fasting, finger stick
measurement. There will be no cost. All
screenings will be performed in the
Overlook van parked outside the “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

To schedule an appointment, please
call (800) 247-9580. Further infor-
mation is available by calling the
Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 251.

Digital Camera Classes
Return to Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Recreation Department
will once again offer “In a Snap,” a
digital camera class. The instructor
will demonstrate how to upload digi-
tal photos to the computer, create
folders and attach photos to e-mails
to share with family and friends.

Participants should bring their digi-
tal cameras and accessories to this
class. “In a Snap” will be offered on
Saturday, January 28, Friday, March
3, and Saturday, March 18. All classes
will be held from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in
the Learning Center at Borough Hall,
located on New Providence Road at
Route 22. Registration is $15 per
class and space is limited. To register,
please stop by the Recreation Office,
1385 Route 22 East, in Mountainside.
For more information, please call
(908) 232-0015.

The department also will offer three
new computer classes this winter. “I
Have a New Computer! Now What?”
will teach basic tips on how to oper-
ate your new computer, its hardware
and software, and new documents.
The class will be held on Monday,
January 30, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
The registration fee is $15.

“Shopping on the Internet” will

teach how to safely purchase mer-
chandise from the home computer,
credit card privacy and popular shop-
ping websites. The class will be held
on Monday, February 6, and Mon-
day, March 6, from 10 to 11 a.m.
Registration for each class is $10.

“Google It” will teach how to use
the popular search engine Google, as
well as how to search for all kinds of
information online. The class will be
held on Wednesday, February 8, from
10 to 11 a.m. and registration is $10.
All classes are held in the Learning
Center at borough hall. Space is lim-
ited. To register, please visit the Rec-
reation Office or call (908) 232-0015.

Tax Collector Posts
Hours For February 1

WESTFIELD – The office of the
tax collector will be open from
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
February 1. The last day to pay
without interest is Monday, Febru-
ary 6.

Interest will be charged on Tues-
day, February 7, and said interest
will revert back to the original due
date of February 1, 2006.

Lan Hoang Is Promoted
To Director at Law Firm

WESTFIELD – Lan Hoang of
Westfield has been promoted to a
director in the Newark office of the
law firm of Gibbons, Del Deo,
Dolan, Griffinger, and Vecchione.

Ms. Hoang is a member of the
firm’s Business and Commercial
Litigation Department and prac-
tices in the areas of products liabil-
ity and commercial litigation. She
devotes a majority of her practice
to complex commercial matters in-
volving consumer fraud actions,
mass tort actions, class actions,

uniform commercial code matters,
first and third party insurance
policy claims, breach of restrictive
covenants and non-compete/solici-
tation agreements, and medical
device and pharmaceutical drug
litigation.

With over 200 attorneys, Gib-
bons is one of the region’s largest
law firms, and is ranked among the
nation’s top 250 firms by The Na-
tional Law Journal. The firm has
offices in New Jersey, New York,
Philadelphia and Trenton.

Community/Area News

Trinitas-Affiliated Physicians
To Open Office In Westfield

WESTFIELD – Two physicians
affiliated with Trinitas Hospital in
Elizabeth, Dr. Labib Riachi and Dr.
Joseph Alkon, have announced the
opening of their new office at 128
South Euclid Avenue in Westfield,
effective Wednesday, February 1.

A urogynecologist who is a na-
tional leader in offering advanced
minimally-invasive surgery for the
treatment of female incontinence and
prolapse, Dr. Riachi has trained over
65 physicians from the Greater New
York area to perform these proce-
dures.

He has performed more than 400
minimally-invasive, anti-inconti-
nence procedures, and currently is
among the top physicians in the
United States performing the TVT-
O (trans-obturator suburethral sling)
procedure.

After training in France under the
pioneering surgeons Michel Cosson
of Lille University and Philippe
Debodinance of Saint Pol Sur Mer,
Dr. Riachi returned to Trinitas Hospi-
tal to become the first physician in
New Jersey to perform Total Vaginal
Mesh Plasty (TVM), which is a mini-
mally-invasive surgery that treats
bladder, vaginal and rectal prolapse

through one procedure.
In addition to the new Westfield

office, Dr. Riachi maintains an office
in the Trinitas Medical Office Build-
ing at 240 Williamson Street in Eliza-
beth. He may be reached at his new
Westfield office at (908) 928-1234
and in Elizabeth at (908) 282-2000.

Dr. Alkon is Chief of the newly-
created Division of Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgery at Trinitas Hos-
pital. A graduate of Brandeis Univer-
sity and the Boston University School
of Medicine, he is a member of Alpha
Omega Alpha, the National Medical
Honor Society.

While completing his training in
plastic surgery at Strong Memorial
Hospital/The University of Roches-
ter Medical Center, Dr. Alkon served
as Chief Resident in Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgery.

He has been published in several
peer-reviewed publications, includ-
ing Plastic and Reconstructive Sur-
gery, Annals of Vascular Surgery,
Journal of Cardiac Surgery and An-
nals of Thoracic Surgery. Addition-
ally, he has been invited to lecture
nationally on plastic and reconstruc-
tive surgery.

As part of his practice, Dr. Alkon
offers a full range of surgical proce-
dures including reconstructive sur-
gery, body contouring, breast recon-
struction, augmentation and reduc-
tion and facial aesthetics. He cur-
rently is accepting patients in his new
Westfield office and in his office lo-
cated at 640 North Broad Street in
Elizabeth. He can be reached in
Westfield at (908) 928-9300 and in
Elizabeth at (908) 289-6888.

WF Students Make
Monmouth Dean’s List

AREA – Monmouth University has
announced that Westfield’s Emily
Allen, Joseph Dent, Lisa Orchier and
Samantha Bourque-Trieff have been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2005 semester.

To qualify, a student must take 12
or more credits in the semester,
achieve a current grade point average
of 3.5 or higher and receive no grade
lower than a “C.”

County Students Win
MLK Essay Contest

AREA – Jasmine Yan of Edison,
Siya Bhatt of Westfield and Molly
Zhang of Mountainside all took top
honors in the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Essay Contest at Schering-Plough
Corporation.

The essay contest involved chil-
dren and grandchildren of Schering-
Plough employees in grades 4-12.
The theme for this year’s contest was
“Living the Dream.” Contestants were
asked to select one or two people
inducted into the International Civil
Rights Walk of Fame at the Martin
Luther King, Jr. National Historic
Site and tell why they were honored.

A panel of judges selected winning
essays in three grade categories. The
event’s keynote speaker was Dr.
Terrence Roberts, one of the nine
children who integrated the Little
Rock, Ark. public schools in 1957.

LIVING THE DREAM…Local students are among the winners in Martin Luther
King, Jr. Essay Contest at Schering-Plough Corporation. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row, Jasmine Yan of Edison, Siya Bhatt of Westfield and Molly Zhang
of Mountainside. All took top honors in the contest. Pictured behind the winning
essayists are event keynote speaker, Dr. Terrence Roberts, and Schering-Plough
employees Omar Luqmaan-Harris, senior product manager; Dr. Mary Cohen-
Williams, a scientist; Eugene Tucker, director of equal employment opportunity
and workforce diversity and Paul Graves, vice president of global staffing and
diversity.
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Annese Awarded
Degree From Curry

WESTFIELD – Curry College in
Milton, Mass. has announced that
Christopher Annese of Westfield has
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication with a concentration
in television production. He minored
in politics and history.

While at Curry, he achieved Dean’s
List status and was inducted into the
Lambda Pi Chapter of Lambda Pi
Eta, the National Communication
Association Honor Society.

Christopher also was assistant pro-
duction director of WMLN Radio.
He has accepted a position as assis-
tant producer at Magi Filmworks of
North Jersey.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Christopher is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dennis Annese of Westfield.

PROCLAMATION…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, seated with Holy
Trinity students, conferred a proclamation honoring Catholic Schools Week at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield, as well as the values and
academic excellence upheld by the school. Pictured, from left to right, are: Abigail
Brennan, Rory McGovern, Eddie McGovern, Matt Corrao, Courtney McGovern,
Amanda Williams, Catherine Serzan, David Corrao and John Corrao.

OPEN HOUSE…Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will hold an open
house at its Mountainside campus, 304
Central Avenue, on Sunday, January
29, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

462 West Broad St. 
Westfi eld, NJ 

(908) 654-5900 
JustBabiesDaycare.com

“ Exceptional care 
for your 
baby and toddler”

Ask about our

• Beautiful nursery for napping and quiet play

• Baby-safe play areas with great developmental toys

• Open 7 am to 7 pm

• 1-5 day fl exible scheduling

• All the comforts of home

• Large outdoor & indoor play areas designed just for babies

• All Just Babies Daycare staff are Certifi ed Nannies

Now registering for our new Westfield location!

for our graduates 
and siblings.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Some studies have shown that difficult people
comprise approximately ten percent of the popula-
tion but cause over 50% of all relational damage.
Those of us in the geriatric and/or health care field
must learn to identify and deal with many types of
difficult people on a daily basis, such as corporate
and facility co-workers, residents, clients, their
families and the public at large. This course will
provide participants with knowledge of how to
identify challenging behaviors in others and
ourselves. It will explore personality types, how
to recognize our actions and how to deal effectively
with inevitable conflict.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and
seminars designed to help and inform seniors and their
caregivers.

“People Who Push Our Buttons:
Dealing Effectively with Difficult People”

by Barbara London, MSW, LCSW, LNHA
of Freedom Eldercare

Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2006
Time: 8:30am-11:30am
Place: Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ

2.5 CEU credits approved for
clinical social workers, LNHAs and CALAs

Seating is limited. RSVP by February 2
to 908-317-3030.

“People Who Push Our Buttons:
Dealing Effectively with Difficult People”
A Seminar at Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

Our event is open to the public, but an RSVP is requested.

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

EVENT DETAILS

37 Elm Street 

3rd Floor 

Westfield, NJ  07090 

CorpTalk Introduces…..ROOM2THINK™ 
OPEN HOUSE  

February 4, 2006 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m. 

CorpTalk LLC, providing professional and personal coaching services to our community 

and corporate clients for almost a decade proudly announces: 

Room2Think  

Join us to learn more about our upcoming workshops and programs for personal and 

professional growth.  Sample free classes; meet some of our teachers and others who 

share your interests and ideas. 
Mini workshops in: 

Stress Reduction 

Yoga 

 Nutrition 

Hypnotherapy 

Communication Strategies 

Corporate Wellness 

For information:  Denise at (908) 301-1053 

denisefoerst@corptalkonline.com 

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Corner of Clark & Cowperthwaite, Westfield

908-232-1517
Across from Roosevelt Intermediate School

 at REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE / FAMILY NIGHT

Redeemer Lutheran School offers small classes, a balanced
curriculum, and extended care in a nurturing environment to
children from preschool through Grade 6.

Registration for the 2006-2007
school year has opened to the
community.   Friday, January 27, is
an opportunity for the community to
attend a Family Night / Open House
from 7:00-8:30 p.m.     Families of
prospective students will be able to
meet with our teachers and principal,
and tours of the facilities will be
available.  Applications are taken on a
first-come-first-served basis.

Chris Hild Is Named
To Mason Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – R. Christopher

Hild, a 2005 graduate of Westfield
High School, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Geroge Mason Univer-
sity in Fairfax, Va. for the fall 2005
semester. A member of the Univer-
sity Honors Program, he is pursuing a
major in administration of justice. He
was also selected to be a member of
the University Ambassadors Program.
Christopher is the son of Robert D.
Hild and Karen J. Stark.

WHS Student Looks Back
At ’04 Presidential Election

By VINCE FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A year after President George W.
Bush was inaugurated into his second
term as president, the political cli-
mate of Westfield High School has
died down. The buttons have been
unpinned, bumper stickers peeled off
and our school newspaper has be-
come substantially less controversial.
The largest difference, however, can
be found in the daily conversation of
the students.

Leading up to the 2004 elections,
political discussion (though some-
what dominated by the left) was elec-
tric and fervent, with a huge number
of kids expressing a kind of idealism
and determination we had never seen
before. Many were actually interested
in the important issues at hand, and
even those who couldn’t vote were
convinced that through conversation,
support, or volunteering, they too
could make a difference in our
country’s future.

However, before the year’s end and
for some time after the race had been
decided, many of the liberal students,
including myself, felt all the desire
for change and disappointment in the
president’s policies turn to anger.
Eventually, upon realizing that our
one big chance was over, many ceased
to discuss the issues we had so gladly
debated just a few months before.

The conservatives, with little to no
one to argue with, soon followed suit.
Only large events like Social Security
or Hurricane Katrina were brought
up, and a disillusioned group of young
Democrats and independents ac-
cepted defeat. Criticizing anything
about the president now seems futile,
and John Kerry has grown somewhat
less popular after his failure to rise to
the occasion, no matter how close he
is considered to have come.

After discussing the similar sense of
futility experienced by the politically
active youths of our parents (or maybe
grandparents) generation following the
assassination of the Kennedy brothers
and later the Watergate conspiracy, it
appeared that the advocates for change
of our generation had experienced its
own disillusionment of sorts. Though
our government had not been radi-
cally altered and no one had died, we
had experienced a dramatic saga that
could one day come to be known as
“the big let down.”

Called “the most important election
of our lives” by everyone from Jon
Stewart to P. Diddy, many youths were
determined to stand up and have them-
selves heard. Though the support by
celebrity and college campuses caused
many young adults to cheer for Kerry
because “it was cool,” countless others
were merely given the boost they needed
to recognize and validate their beliefs.

The Democrats were relying on
this 18-25 demographic to show up at
the polls at record numbers. They let
us down.

This harsh experience with the
electoral system raised caused a lot
of confusion for a generation that
was too young to fully care or under-

stand any past election. Were our
beliefs sane, realistic and practical,
or were we just idealistic or misin-
formed? Surely 48 percent of the
country and most of the people in
our state couldn’t be wrong. Did we
know what was best for our country
better than the rest of the voters?

This I find hard to answer, as I do not
want to be too presumptuous, and find
it hard to understand why people would
vote against their best interests. The
easiest answer to propose but hardest
to believe is pure ignorance. This of
course would have negative implica-
tions when discussing both our
country’s heavily religious population,
as well as the majority of the south.

Other explanations could include tra-
dition, animosity towards northerners
or the ruthless-but-effective smear cam-
paigns such as the Swiftboat Veterans
For Truth. Should Democrats use simi-
lar bellow-the-belt or even inaccurate
campaigns in order to win, and is a win
worth the work if we must sink to that
level? This type of action, as we saw
most recently in the Samuel Alito hear-
ings, seems excessively Machiavellian,
and would severely hurt the liberal
community’s reputation of being, above
all things, factually accurate.

In the end, there seems to be few
options other than silence. With three
years until our next presidential elec-
tion that seems to promise even more
disappointing candidates, most people
already have little to say. The liberal
youths of Westfield High School are
anxiously awaiting the same thing as
the rest of liberal America: the next
FDR, the next Kennedy, even the next
Clinton. The winds of change failed
to clean out the halls of the White
House the last time around. We can
only hope we have enough air left in
our lungs for the next time around.

Vince Fitzpatrick is a sophomore at
Westfield High School.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Pendergrast Appointed WF
Social Studies Supervisor

WESTFIELD – Mackey
Pendergrast has been named the new
K-12 social studies supervisor for the
Westfield public schools. Approved
by the board of education in Novem-
ber, he began his new role in Westfield
in January. Mr. Pendergrast comes to
Westfield from West Morris Mendham
High School, where he taught World
Cultures and U.S. History.

In 2001 he was named one of the
“top 100 most creative teachers in the
country” and in 2002 he was pre-
sented with the New Jersey School
Boards Association Award for excel-
lence. While at Mendham, Mr.
Pendergrast wrote and edited for PBS
educational websites, including the
recently acclaimed series “Jim Crow.”
The recipient of several grants, Mr.
Pendergrast received a grant from the
Geraldine Dodge Foundation in 2004
for research on local history.

He will continue to pursue grant

opportunities in his new position in
the Westfield public schools.

Mr. Pendergrast began his career in
1988 at Pope John High School in
Sparta and, subsequently, taught at
Summit High School from 1991 to
1999 during which time he also pub-
lished several teacher resource manu-
als and a handbook for students.

A 1988 graduate of Drew Univer-
sity, he received a master’s degree
in education from William Paterson
University in 1994. In accepting his
new position, Mr. Pendergrast said,
“The Westfield school system’s
reputation for excellence is well
known throughout the state, and I
am thrilled to have the opportunity
to be a part of this community.”

Mr. Pendergrast was selected from
among 30 applicants who were
screened for the opening in Westfield
following the retirement of his prede-
cessor, Maria Schmidt. Dr. Schmidt
now serves as the district’s human
resources specialist.

Learn How WF Tax
Dollars Are Allocated
WESTFIELD – To learn how tax

dollars are allocated in the local school
budget and what the district’s priori-
ties are, interested persons are invited
to attend Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley’s presentation on
Monday, January 30, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield High School auditorium.

Dr. Foley will describe the decision-
making process and constraints that
the district faces in developing a bud-
get, and answer any questions about
the budget itself. The public will vote
on the budget on Tuesday, April 18.

The meeting on January 30 is in-
tended to help explain how the cur-
rent school district budget was devel-
oped and how similar challenges are
ahead in planning for the next school
year. For more WHS PTSO and re-
lated community information, please
visit http://www.westfieldnjk12.org/
education/.

WF Ice Hockey Dinner,
Auction Set Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ice

Hockey Association will hold its first
Dinner Dance and Silent Auction at
L’Affaire in Mountainside on Satur-
day, January 28. Tickets are $75 per
person and include dinner, plus beer,
wine and soft drinks. The band Dry
Ice will perform during the event.

The association will auction a
Carribean cruise from MSC Cruise
Lines, Continental Airlines first class
tickets, hotel stays, original works of art,
event tickets and a wide variety of gift
certificates and goods from local mer-
chants. Signature Moments will offer a
collection of authentic sports memora-
bilia for auction. Anyone interested in
attending is asked to contact Patrice
Esposito at (908) 389-1155 or
4patrice@main.com .

More Education
Page 19

RECENT HISTORY...Coming to Westfield from West Morris Mendham High
School, where he taught World Cultures and U.S. History, Mackey Pendergrast
has been named the new K-12 social studies supervisor for the Westfield Public
Schools.
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Coach Ed Tranchina Retires
From Blue Devils’ Football

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On January 18, Westfield High
School Athletic Director Ed Tranchina
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
he was retiring as head coach of the
Blue Devils’ football team. Tranchina
had been Westfield’s head coach on
two occasions – 1985-1993 and 1996-
2005.

His decision came after a long con-
sideration.

“It’s been on my mind for a few
seasons. I still love it but the AD job
keeps getting bigger so I can’t do
both jobs the way I thought they
should be done,” he said.

Tranchina also loved football when
he was a three-sport athlete – foot-
ball, wrestling and lacrosse – at H.

Frank Carey High School in Franklin
Square, Long Island, NY. After gradu-
ating in 1968, he played offensive
tackle for Central Connecticut State
University in New Britain until he
graduated in 1972.

“After I graduated, I became an
assistant coach at Central Connecti-
cut. That’s how I got started,” he said.

Tranchina spent a few years as an
assistant coach in football and wres-
tling at Jonathan Dayton High School
then, in 1981, he became the head
football coach at Cranford High
School.

“When I took over Cranford, they
had never won a game in three years
so I had seniors who never experi-
enced winning,” Tranchina said.

After a rebuilding year, his team
finished with a 5-4 record in 1982 then,

in 1984, the Cougars finished 7-2.
“It was a great year and it led to the

Westfield job,” he said.
Upon arriving in Westfield in 1985,

Tranchina faced another rebuilding
situation. During those first nine years,
Tranchina’s Blue Devils compiled a
41-35-5 record.
YEAR W-L-T
1985 2-6-1
1986 5-4-0
1987 6-3-0
1988 3-5-1
1989 5-4-0
1990 7-2-0
1991 6-3-0
1992 5-3-1
1993 2-5-2

Tranchina became the Athletic Di-
rector in 1993 and Jim Benedict, who
had run a highly successful Summit

EL KOURY BAGS 13, MILLER HITS 12, INFANTINO 11

Lady Blue Devils Win No. 10,
Down Cardinal Cagers, 47-33

RAIDER BACHI BEATS BOYD, CANNON TOPS KAMEL

Raiders Win Final Six Bouts
To Top Devil Matmen, 46-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Erin Miller has been
the Westfield High School girl’s bas-
ketball team’s leading scorer and ev-
ery opponent has been aware of that
fact. The Plainfield Lady Cardinals
came into Westfield on January 19 and
focused on containing Miller but they
discovered that there were other Blue
Devils who could find the net and
headed home with a 47-33 defeat.

Blue Devil Casey El Koury stepped
forward and bagged a team-leading
13 points, including a three-pointer,
and Danielle Infantino pumped in

two 3-pointers and finished with 11
points. Despite the 5-7 Cardinals’
focusing, Miller finished with 12
points, which upped her season total
to 234 and her career total to 610.

“Teams are going to come out and
they are going to match up on Erin.
They are going to try to take her out of
the picture. Basically, if they are go-
ing to do that, we are going to have to
have another source of fire, and we
did. The other girls stepped it up a
little and they made something hap-
pen. They made the shots when we
needed them,” explained Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino. “We have

some shooters. When they put their
mind to it, the girls can shoot from the
outside.”

The 10-4 Blue Devils also stepped
it up in other categories, such as re-
bounding and thefts, especially in the
second quarter where Miller made
four of her five steals and sank 10 of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the moment after a humiliat-
ing defeat on January 14 at the hands
of a very strong David Brearley squad
that won every key match-up, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team rebounded positively
to defeat Hanover Park and Randolph
on the same day. On January 18 in
Westfield, the 9-6 Raiders took a page
out of the Brearley book and won
every key bout to claim a 46-19 vic-
tory over the 5-1 Blue Devils.

The two most glowing key match-
ups came at 160-lbs where Raider Joe
Bachi grabbed an 8-4 victory over
Mark Boyd and at 130-lbs where
Raider Trevor Cannon stunned Matt
Kamel, 7-1. In another expected close
bout at 215-lbs, Raider Keith Baker
scored a takedown with 10 seconds
remaining to nip Steve Cruikshank,
3-1.

The bout between Bachi and Boyd
was expected to be a barnburner. Last
year, Bachi and Boyd tied, 6-6, in
regulation but Bachi scored a
takedown and a two-point near-fall to
seize a 10-6, overtime decision. This
time, after a scoreless first period,
Bachi escaped, Boyd answered with
an inside trip takedown but Bachi
scored a reversal to carry a 3-2 lead
into the third period. Boyd scored a
reversal but, after yielding a penalty
point for stalling, the score was tied,
4-4. With time running down, Bachi
made history nearly repeat itself by

recording a takedown with a quick
two-point near-fall.

“I wrestled him last year and it was
an overtime match so I wanted to
come out strong but he got the first
takedown on me. That was kind of
rough. At the end, I just got a burst of
energy,” said Bachi. “I thought the
team score was going to be a lot
closer. I knew I had to win. We
matched up well with them and got
the close matches.”

In the first active bout of the
evening, Cannon, who normally com-
petes at 125-lbs, scored a first-period
takedown on Kamel, then after ced-
ing a penalty point in the second

period, he scored a reversal and a
three-point near-fall using a grape-
vine and a chin hook.

Wrestling up at 135-lbs, Raider
Ricky Olsson tallied three takedowns
and four near-falls – one a vicious
back double arm bar stack – to grab a
17-2, technical fall over Matt Shaffer
in 5:54. Blue Devil Ricardo Johnson
used an arm bar stack, a cradle, a
takedown and a reversal to record a
10-0, majority decision over Rob
DeSiato at 140-lbs.

“Westfield has a heavier scale than
I remember it being,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz with a smile.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENGAGED IN ANOTHER TOUGH BOUT…Blue Devil Mark Boyd lifts Raider Joe Bachi off the mat in the presence of
Gary Kehler and Bill Jordan, background, during their 160-lb bout. Bachi snapped a 4-4 tie with a takedown and a two-
point tilt in the third period.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING THE LOOSE BASKETBALL…Blue Devil Katie Cronen, top, and a Plainfield defender chase after a loose
basketball. The Blue Devil girls improved their record to 10-4 with a 47-33 triumph over the Cardinals.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD
This notable 12-room home with 5 Bedrooms, 3 full and 1 half Baths sits atop nearly half an acre within convenience to Wilson School. Entry
foyer with handsome staircase and gleaming oak floors leads to Formal Dining Room with fireplace and Living Room. Striking Family Room
addition has beamed ceiling and built-in shelving. Gourmet Eat-in Kitchen is the center of activity with access to Laundry Room, Mudroom
and Butler’s Pantry with ample storage space. The second floor holds 4 Bedrooms and 2 Baths, as well as a cozy study found on the landing.
Finished third floor with Bedroom and full Bath serves as its own private retreat. Basement is split into a finished Recreation Room and
unfinished utility area. Picture perfect porches embrace both front and rear entries. 2-car garage has walk-up storage. Entire home has been
updated and maintained to truly pristine condition. WSF0038

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$1,525,000
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For Coach T, the Memories
Are Mostly Good Ones

Earlier in the week, Ed Tranchina
made official what had been rumored
for months. After 19 seasons, he was
stepping down as the WHS football
coach, although he will continue as
the school’s athletic director.

Coach T came to Westfield in the
fall of 1985. It’s never easy replacing
a legend, and he was hired at a time
when WHS football was still on
everybody’s mind. During the 1960s
and ’70s, WHS had arguably been the
No. 1 program in the entire state, cer-
tainly in the top five. Although 11 of
Tranchina’s 19 teams had winning
records, the past two each went 1-9
records, both victories coming in
NJSIAA consolation games.

“It was just time,” he said. “It’s
something I’d been thinking about. I
know I’m gonna miss the kids. It’s a
great group of kids coming back next
year. But it’s time for somebody else
to run the program.”

During his 19 years — only legend-
ary coach Gary Kehler coached more
years, 22 — Tranchina’s teams posted
87 wins, lost 90 games and tied five
others. Only Kehler (171, 1961-82)
and Spittin’ Joe Freeman (92, 1941-
54), both WHS Athletic Hall of Famers,
won more games. And Coach T
coached two players — Dave Brown
and Steve Cheek — who made it to the
National Football League.

When Kehler stepped down follow-
ing the 1982 season, his former long-
time associate coach and defensive
guru Dick Zimmer took over the team.
After going 0-8-1 and 2-5-2, “Zim”
stepped down and Tranchina came to
town after a short stint as the headman
at Cranford.

Following a losing record his first
season, Tranchina’s teams became a
solid threat in the Watchung Confer-
ence, with winning records in six of
the next seven seasons. The 1987 team
went 6-3 and was captained by Brown,
a future New York Giants quarterback.

After another losing season in 1993,
with Cheek as the quarterback,
Tranchina stepped down as coach to
assume the AD responsibilities when
Kehler retired from that post. New
coach Jim Benedict’s two seasons pro-
duced a bunch of excitement, led by
Brian Ciemniecki and the old-fash-
ioned single wing attack, but just a 7-
11 record. When Rutgers called about
an assistant coach position, Benedict
jumped at the opportunity to return to
his alma mater, and Tranchina returned
to the WHS sidelines.

Adjusting the kids to the T forma-
tion again, Tranchina’s first “return”
team went 1-8, but five of the next six
teams produced an overall record of
36-16, including the 1998 squad that
was Tranchina’s finest, finishing 9-3
after losing to Morristown in the North
2 Group 3 final at Giants Stadium.

Things starting falling apart at the
end of the 2003 season, as the team
struggled to a 4-6 mark, and the last
two years were what they were.

“We had some good teams, some
great players, and I wouldn’t trade a
minute of it,” Tranchina said. “Sure,
there are some bad memories, but a lot
more good memories. And that’s what
I’ll remember. I’m glad I was here. It
was a great experience.”

WHO’S NEXT?
Speculation will soon be rampant

on the know-it-all nj.com forums as to

who will be the next WHS football
coach. Will the search go outside for a
“name” coach? Or will one of the
current assistants be moved up.

The Den certainly has no vote in the
matter, but here’s a hope that the next
WHS coaching staff includes former
Blue Devils Bob Brewster, Kenny
Miller, Doug Kehler, Dave Duelks
and Tom Langton, maybe a return
from Rahway by Brian Ciemniecki,
and possibly current boys lacrosse
coach Gerry Benaquista. Greg Gorski
took last season off from coaching,
but he was excellent with the second-
ary and quarterbacks for years. And
don’t forget longtime defensive coor-
dinator Ron (Gunga Din) Barner, who
has been around since the 1970s, Joe
Avena, a veteran who came to WHS
from Staten Island, and volunteer
coach Don (Big D) Cassett.

The early in-house favorite is Miller,
who played on Kehler’s final team in
1982 and co-captained the ’83 team
with Dan Gilday. Miller has put in
time as the jayvee coach and served as
defensive coordinator last fall.
Brewster, a former WHS quarterback
with a wide-open playbook, could
handle the offensive calls, with
Langton dealing with the line, Duelks
the linebackers, and Kehler the run-
ning backs.

It’s all speculation at this point. But
whoever gets the job will not be deal-
ing with an empty deck. The jayvee
went 7-2 (losing 16-12 to Old Bridge
and 16-14 to Linden, while beating
Scotch Plains, Shabazz, Cranford,
Union, Irvington, Elizabeth and
Plainfield), and the freshmen were 6-
1-1 (losing 18-6 to Old Bridge, tying
Irvington 14-14, and beating Scotch
Plains, Shabazz, Cranford, Union,
Elizabeth and Plainfield). The varsity
returns some outstanding players: line-
men Will Harbaugh, Santo Nardi, Joe
Schurig, JT Sheehan, Josh Gribbon,
Matt Ince, Erik Anderson, Dan Johnson
and John DiIorio; backs Ryan Yarusi,
Tyrell Simmons, Sean Ferro, Pete
Cornell, Marcus Allen and Joe Vall-
Lliobera; quarterback Mark Boyd;
ends Kyle Zeitounian (rumored to be
moving), Tom Bonard, John Dugan,
Pete Antonelli and Jack Meagher,
among others.

AN ‘ALL-T’ TEAM
In keeping with a Devil’s Den tradi-

tion, here is one longtime fan’s view of
the All-Coach T team, with players
only able to play either offense or
defense. (This team was picked solely
by The Den, with no input from Coach
T or any of his assistants.)

OFFENSE:
SE – Lee Polizzano, T – Steve
Monninger, G – Seth Coren, C – Ron
Mammano, G – Tom Norton, T – Tom
Langton, TE – Steve Kocaj, QB –Dave
Brown, TB – Leroy Gallman, FB – Brian
Cheek, WB –John Fox, K – Jim Mozoki

DEFENSE:
E – Ron Nobile, T – Drew Rountree, T –
Drew Carey, E – Gabe Perez, OB – Brian
Butts, IB – Matt Daly, IB – Todd Dowling/
Jason Yarusi, OB – Brandon Doerr, CB
– Jan Cocozziello, CB – Lamont Turner,
S – Kevin Dowling/Mike Mroz
P – Steve Cheek

T’s FIVE BEST W’s
Of the 87 victories during Ed

Tranchina’s career, some stand out
above and beyond the others. Here’s
one opinion of the five best:

5. WHS 12, Irvington 9 (2 OTs)
(1997): WHS forced overtime on Tho-
mas Lee’s 2-yard run with 2:45 left in

regulation, then won on Jason
Krieger’s 27-yard field goal.

4. WHS 7, Morristown 0 (Nov. 11,
2001): In the North 2 Group 4 play-
offs, WHS used a 2-yard run by Matt
Daly in the first period and a stifling
defense led by Daly and Matt Andzel
to win at Morristown

3. WHS 17, Linden 12 (Sept. 15,
1990): Two plays after Tom Norton
blocked a punt, Jeff Suto hit John Fox
for a 35-yard touchdown with just
seven seconds remaining in the game
to pull out the win.

2. WHS 6, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
0 (Oct. 19, 1991): Chris Infantino, in
relief of injured starter Mike Catenacci,
hit Steve Kocaj for a 58-yard touch-
down with just 12 seconds left in the
game to win a shocker at Tyson Field.

1. WHS 21, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
19 (Sept. 28, 2001): In a wild final
minutes, host Scotch Plains took a 19-
14 lead on a 95-yard touchdown run
by Kyle Adams, but WHS rallied for
the win on a last-second 7-yard pass
from Louis Mercer to Brian Butts.

DEN TRIVIA
Who was Ed Tranchina’s first WHS

coaching victory against?
THIS AND THAT

Last Wednesday’s WHS-SPF wres-
tling match had a decent crowd, which
included former WHS coach Gary
Kehler, Dick Gottlick, Bill Jordan,
and famed Courier-News writer Harry
Frezza, among others. Though WHS
came up on the short end of a 46-19
decision, coach Glen (GK III) Kurz
put on a decent impression of
Phillipsburg coach Rick Thompson.
Kurz was nicely dressed and extremely
animated. … If the WHS girls basket-
ball team is going to make a deep run
in the county and state tournaments,
injured sophomore Stephanie
Slodyczka will be needed in the lineup.
Erin Miller has been mostly spectacu-
lar, while Gabby O’Leary, Danielle
Infantino, Kate Cronen and Casey El
Koury have all been more than solid.
And freshman Tara Handza has pro-
vided scoring off the bench. But
Slodyczka, who averaged 11.4 points
and 9 rebounds per game as a fresh-
man, could provide the inside pres-
ence at both ends that will make WHS
a formidable opponent. … The WHS
boys basketball team improved to 7-5
with nice wins over Union and
Bloomfield, sandwiched around a
tough loss to Plainfield. Four starters
were in double figures against Union,
and all five hit twin digits against
Bloomfield. Junior guard Mike
Venezia is blossoming into a terrific
talent, scoring nice numbers and not
going out of his way to get them.   The
WHS swim team has a monster meet
this Saturday, 2 p.m., when it visits the
Lawrenceville School. Then Monday,
third-ranked Mountain Lakes comes
down for a 2:30 p.m. double-dual meet
at the Westfield Y.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Tranchina was a winner in his WHS

debut, a 7-0 victory over visiting
Rahway on Sept. 28, 1985. Mark
Giacone scored on a 5-yard run with
1:02 left in the game.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BAYARD SIZZLES WITH 17 POINTS, LEWIS SINKS 12

East Side Basketballers Rout
SP-F Raider Boys, 62-48

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A few turnovers, shots that missed
the mark and difficulty in rebounding
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team led to a
62-48 victory for Newark East Side
in Scotch Plains on January 19. The
loss snapped the 8-4 Raiders’ four-
game-winning streak.

Raider junior guard Greg Bayard
came out of the gate on fire and ham-
mered home four 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 17 points. Senior guard
Rob Lewis pumped in 12 points.
Sophomore guard Brian Dougher,
with good outside shooting ability,
netted eight points, senior forward
Sean Young dropped in eight and
senior guard DJ Garrett knocked in a
three-pointer. Red Raider guard Greg
Chandler led all scorers with 20
points.

“We played well. Against one of
the top 20 teams in the state, you
almost need to be perfect. We played
very well but it was just the little
things that hurt us,” said Raider Head
Coach Brian Doherty. “We need a
little more scoring inside. Our guards
did a great job handling the pressure.
Greg had a fabulous game hitting all
those three’s. He didn’t force the is-
sue and played a very good game.

This was a tough first loss for us in
awhile; however, we need to learn
and take something away from this.
We’ll move on and get ready for the
next game.”

The Raiders did not disappoint in
the early going, hitting 16 points over
the first six minutes of the opening
quarter. The Raiders scored the first
basket, a lay-up by Lewis off an assist

by Garrett. Looking for the open man,
Lewis found Bayard, who canned a
trey from the right side of the perim-
eter. Later, Garrett kicked the ball out
to Bayard, who then torched the hoop
from the right side. Moments later, a
fourth bomb triggered from top of the
circle by Garrett exploded. Dougher
hit a short jumper that gave the Raid-
ers a 16-10 advantage.

East Side retaliated early
in the second period with a
10-2 run. Chandler and
Holloway combined for 13
points in the quarter. Mean-
while, the Raiders could not
get a break on their shots
with Young and Lewis each
knocking in just one basket.
By halftime, East Side led
27-22.

The two teams traded bas-
kets for the first several min-
utes of the third quarter until
Chandler took over by bury-
ing back-to-back threes. The
Raiders scored the next seven
points outscoring East Side,
15-13. Lewis had the hot
hand in the period with seven
points. Garrett and Bayard
each canned a 3-pointer.

East Side had an offensive
surge and outscored the
Raiders, 22-11, in the final
quarter. For the Raiders,
Dougher was dead-on from
the right side perimeter
where he bucketed six points.
Young and Bayard each
scored two points and Lewis
contributed one.

“East Side is a good de-
fensive team. Defensively, I
thought we did a good job,”

said Lewis. “For an upcoming team,
we need to be careful by not turning
the ball over and we need to become
used to playing at a high level like
East Side, one of the top teams in the
state. We did a good job, but we know
that we just need to take care of the
little things to pull off wins like this.”
Nwk East Side 10 17 13 22 62
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16   6 15 11 48

Blue Devil Boys Bop
Bloomfield in Hoops
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team shelled Bloomfield,
67-43, in Bloomfield on January 21.
Josh Gerckens rolled in 16 points,
Mike Venezia hit 15 points and Dan
Pritsker sank 12 points. Tom Bonard
hit three 3-pointers and a free throw
and Terron Rogers scored 10 points.
Westfield (7-5) 14 16 17 20 67
Bloomfield   7 12 15   9 43

Raider Icemen Level
Watchung Hills, 9-3
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School junior varsity ice
hockey team moved to 5-1 after
defeating Watchung Hills, 9-3, in a
game filled with many penalties.

The junior line of Nicklas
Ryskasen, Eric Kaufman and Dan
Long combined for seven goals
and four assists. Tyler Mattern and
Rich Kickenwicz also contributed
with their first goals of the season.
The combined efforts of Chris
Bauer, Brian Jascur and Anthony
Ingato held the Warriors to only
three goals.

The Raiders plays all their home
games at Floyd Hall Ice Arena on
the campus of Montclair State Uni-
versity. The next league game will
be on February 6, at 9 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO CRUISE PAST A DEFENDER…Raider senior guard DJ Garrett, No. 11,
drives toward the basket against Eastside. Garrett played at a high level and hammered
home a three-pointer.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

New Westfield Listing!  First floor living at it’s best! This custom three bedroom, two bath ranch boasts
practicality and charm. This embracing home features a Vermont slate Entrance Foyer, a spacious Living Room
with picture window and wood-burning fireplace, Dining Room with wainscoting, crown moulding and large
French doors overlooking the fenced-in manicured backyard with deck and paver patio. There is also an
inviting Family Room with knotty pine paneling and entrance to three-season porch and a sunny, updated eat-
in Kitchen with wainscoting and crown moulding. The lower level features a large Recreation Room, Laundry,
Workshop and abundant storage. Additional amenities include hardwood floors, central-air-conditioning and
two car attached garage, central sound speakers and more! Offered for $650,000 WSF0044

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, January 29th  1-4PM     779 Lamberts Mill Road
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REICHBACH RECORDS FALL TO SECURE VICTORY

Devils Burn Madison, 38-36;
Fall to Green Wave, 51-26
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two different Westfield High
School wrestling teams showed up in
Madison on January 20. Sam
Reichbach (119) won the final bout to
give the Blue Devils a 38-36 victory
over Madison. The Blue Devils, how-
ever, fell to Delbarton, 51-26, in the
second match.

“It’s been a long time since we beat
a team that we shouldn’t have, but we
went out and gave the efforts that we
had to in order to get the job done.
That’s probably the best team effort
that I’ve seen from a Westfield line-
up in a long time. Each person as an
individual really came through,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
after defeating Madison.

As to Delbarton, Kurz said, “I don’t
understand how my kids pull off a
great victory over Madison and then
basically sleepwalk and get beat by a
team like Delbarton. We knew they
had their big studs in Perelli, Grey
and Melde and they were going to get
points. The other kids had to step up;
they did not.”

Against Madison, 125-lb. Colin

MacKay stopped Franco Napolitano
in 4:16 and Ricardo Johnson (140)
demolished Steve Martin with a
single-leg takedown and a nearside
cradle in 1:29.

“He’s really been coming on
strong,” said Kurz of Johnson. “He’s
a pinner. We needed him to go out
there and get six and he did.”

Andrew Shaffer (152) defeated
Austin Bone, via, 17-2, 5:45, techni-
cal fall.

“I wanted to move him around, get
a couple of takedowns and hopefully
pin him but I didn’t do that,” said
Shaffer. “As the match proceeded, I
tried to arm bar him, but he was not
giving me much. It would have been
nice, but I got the bonus points for the
team.”

At 215, Steve Cruikshank earned a
2-1 decision over Mike Hall.

“He was up one and I needed to get
up in the third period. He stopped my
first move, however I kept moving. I
was awarded a stalling point, so I
knew if I got up I’d win. On my
second move I was able to reverse
him. With 30 seconds remaining all I
had to do was keep him down. I

pushed myself and got the job done.”
Madison’s John Hall had a 4-1 lead

over heavyweight Zach Bullek in the
third period; however, with 26 ticks
left, Bullek bounced Hall to his back
for a fall at 5:34.

“I didn’t wrestle very well the first
couple of periods. My coaches told
me I needed heart so I dug deep. I
used a switch, he got off-balance and
I rolled into him for the pin.”

John Barnes (112) pinned Cynthia
Santos in 1:40. With the match on the
line, Reichbach handled the pressure
well and pinned Mike Serillo in 3:43.

“In the second period, I couldn’t
turn him because he kept clamping
down my arm and rolling through so
I had to cut him loose,” said
Reichbach. “He shot at me, I had the
front headlock and instead of push-
ing into the hip, I decided to rock him
with the cradle. We condition hard so
we can own the third period and in
this case I just had more endurance,
was in better shape and was able to
pull through.”

Against Delbarton, Johnson (140)
scored a double leg takedown and

FOOTE PINS WEILAND AT HWT, DESIATO IMPRESSES

Roselle Park Panthers Reject
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 31-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If baseball has been known as a
“game of inches” then the Roselle
Park High School wrestling team’s
31-20 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood could have been determined
by “fractions of seconds” in Roselle
Park on January 21. Split-second tim-
ing was definitely a factor in five
bouts; however, it was the mat sense
of the individual Panther wrestlers
that prevailed that night.

Credit must be given to the 10-1
Panther program because, year-in and
year-out, their wrestlers have been
schooled to have a keen sense of
using the perimeters of the mat to
their advantage and how to avoid
yielding crucial penalty points, which
happens to be part of the sport.

For example, Raider Joe Sette’s 4-
3, loss to Joe Signorella in the 145-lb
bout was decided by two penalty
points. Sette’s bout was the seventh
bout of the evening and the 10-7
Raiders held a narrow, 11-9 lead.
Sette got a first-period takedown and
Signorella escaped. Sette escaped in

the second period to take a 3-1 lead
then both wrestlers were warned for
stalling in the neutral position. In the
third period, Sette had the top posi-
tion and was controlling a relatively
immobile Signorella. Another stall-
ing warning cost Sette a penalty point
then with 35 seconds remaining, he
got banged with another, which tied
the score. Sette let Signorella escape
in order to score a takedown and win
the bout but Signorella successfully
warded off Sette’s attack.

“Both kids weren’t doing anything.
The bottom guy wasn’t doing very
much. Joe should have come out to
the side a little bit more. There was no
way the points should have been taken
away,” said Raider Head Coach John
Scholz.

After Panther Greg Montgomery
scored a 5-2 victory over Mike Ferrara
in the opening bout at 112-lbs and
Raider Sal Gano used a series of
pinning combinations to claim a 15-
0, 4:44 technical fall over Brian Skiff
at 119-lbs, Raider Trevor Cannon’s
4-2 loss to Tom Degnan came down
to a matter seconds. In the second

period, Cannon, who was in the top
position, got too high on a leg maneu-
ver. Degnan scored a reversal and a
quick two-point near-fall to take a 4-
0 lead. In the third period, Cannon
reversed and managed only a one-
count on a tilt maneuver.

Raider Ricky Olsson (130-lbs)
scored a lateral drop takedown with
one second left in the second period
en route to a 5-1 victory over Jorge
Branco. In the final bout of the evening
Panther Anthony Zangari (103-lbs)
was awarded a takedown at the buzzer
to end the first period en route to a 6-
4 decision over Gary Schardien.

At 189-lbs, Raider Nick Giannaci,
who grabbed a narrow, 6-5, victory,
scored a last-second reversal in the
first period but Jim Sinatra’s mat sense
of clinging to the outside circle along
with his extreme flexibility prevented
Giannaci from turning him to his back.

“He was very flexible. It’s hard to
turn a kid like that. I came out a bit too
aggressive in the first period. That was
why he was able to take me down. I
knew it was going to be a tough match

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN UPSIDE DOWN WORLD…Raider Gary Schardien, right, tries to avoid being dumped onto the mat by Panther
Anthony Zangari in the 103-lb bout. Zangari was awarded a takedown at the buzzer to end the first period and went on to
win a 6-4 decision.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING AND IMPROVING… Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, top, takes control of  Fred Carbone of Delbarton in
the 152-lb. bout. Shaffer won, 17-3. Earlier, he demolished Madison Dodger Austin Bone via 17-2, tech fall.

SCOTCH PLAINS

This four bedroom spacious Colonial was re-built in 2000 and boasts 2 ½ baths, large bedrooms, serene master
bedroom suite, a lovely patio, professional landscaping, modern kitchen with adjacent breakfast area & family
room, formal dining room.  052000791

WESTFIELD
This spacious 4 bedroom, 4 bath Colonial is great for entertaining.  The home boasts a large eat-in kitchen,
family size dining room & gas fireplace in the living room.  Everyone has their own space with 2 bonus rooms in
the basement, which adds to the open feeling of this renovated home.  052000675

This beautifully maintained & immaculate brick and wood shake Ranch is set on a large wooded property.
Living room features a wood burning fireplace, eat-in kitchen, formal dining room, three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths,
family room w/ cathedral ceiling.  052000798

WESTFIELD
Nestled in a notable storybook enclave, this custom residence, with European flair, boasts luxurious amenities
and includes 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, French doors to library, 2-3 fireplaces, dramatic two story entrance foyer
with circular oak staircase.  Volume ceiling, hardwood floors throughout, formal living and dining rooms with
mahogany inlays, grande master suite with sitting room, dual walk-in closets and elegant spa bath, walk-up attic,
designer kitchen plus breakfast room and more!  4400 sq. ft. + additional 2000 sq. ft. of finished basement.
Call Holly for more information at: 908-693-7544.  052000590

Pre-Construction OpportunitySpacious Colonial

Country LivingImmaculate Ranch $695,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $795,000

$729,000 $1,925,000

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.
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Lady Blue Devils Win No. 10,
Down Cardinal Cagers, 47-33

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

her points to lead her team to a 19-7
run. Miller also finished with six re-
bounds while Leanne Skorge (4
points) had five, Katie Cronen (2
points) and Tara Handza (3 points)
each grabbed four, and Infantino (1
steal) and El Koury each had three
rebounds and two assists. Gab
O’Leary (2 points, 1 steal, 1 rebound)
led the team with five assists.

The Cardinals contained Miller in
the first quarter but El Koury sank a 3-
pointer and a 2-pointer, Handza
banged a 3-pointer and Infantino hit a
free throw to give the Blue Devils a 9-
4 lead. After the 19-7, run led by
Miller, the Blue Devils held a com-
fortable 28-11 lead at the half.

“Let’s face it, Erin is our leading
scorer. You can put one girl on her, two
girls on her. She’s not going to be

denied. She goes after the ball. She tries
to score but we have some things we
can counter with, which is really nice.”

The Blue Devils spread the offen-
sive wealth in the third quarter, with
Infantino banging another 3-pointer,
Skorge getting under the net and roll-
ing in two lay-ups and El Koury hit-
ting a 2-pointer to add another point
to the team lead. El Koury bucketed
four points, while Infantino, Miller
and O’Leary each added two in the
fourth quarter but the Blue Devil de-
fense concentrated on a no-fouling
policy, which allowed Cardinal Jillian
Gordon to score 10 of her 14 points.
Khadijah Hunt finished with eight
points and Asia Smith finished with
six points for the Cardinals.
Plainfield   4   7   8 14 33
Westfield   9 19   9 10 47

Blue Devil Girls Get Fourth,
Raiders Fifth at UC Track

The Westfield High School girls
finished fourth with a total of 25
points and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
girls tied for fifth with a total of 23.5
at the Union County track and field
championships at Dunn Center in
Elizabeth on January 23. Plainfield
took top honors with 64 points fol-
lowed by Rahway at 44 and Cranford
at 34.

The Blue Devils placed in five
events. Emily Perry cleared 5 feet to
place second in the high jump that
was won by Rahway’s La’Shonda
Carter with a meet record of 5’7”.
Elena Chomiszak of Linden owned
the previous record of 5’6” that she
set in 1993. Christine Obiajulu
(1:09.24), Tessa Schaaf (1:08.39),
JoAnn Mathew (1:10.43) and
Corttinhal (1:07.68) finished second
in the 4x440-yards with a time of
4:35.4. Raiders Samantha Gates,

Danielle Vena, Kim Appezzato and
Meaghan Kelly captured first in the
event with a time of 4:24.2.

Cortinhal placed third in the 880-
yard event with a time of 2:35.2 and
Obiajulu crossed fifth in the 440 with
a time of 1:08.5. Blue Devil Caitlin
Berkowitz finished sixth in the two-
mile run with a time of 13:54.6. Raid-
ers Cassy Valdes at 12:21.4 and Cathy
Harley at 12:54.5 placed 2-4 in the
two-mile that was won by Cranford’s
Laura Gallo with a time of 12:16.5.
Appezzato also tied for fifth in the
880-yards with a time of 2:36.7.

The Union Catholic Vikings, who
finished 12th with six points, got a
fine fourth-place performance from
Jillian Roth in the one-mile run with
a time of 5:48.8. The Vikings also
placed fifth in the one-mile relay with
a time of 4:44.4.

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.comService
State Licensed Appraiser

SCOTCH PLAINS  NEW HOMES   

 
Relax on the front porch of this magnificent new colonial on a quiet cul-de-sac
street. Features include 4 bedrooms, designer kitchen with granite counters, family
room with gas fireplace, 9’ ceilings on the first floor & hardwood floors $959,900.

 

New colonial featuring 5 bedroom, 3 baths, a state of the art kitchen w/granite
countertops & tile backsplash, family room w/gas fireplace, multi zone heating &
cooling, central vacuum, 9’ ceilings on the first floor, hardwood floors.  $1,299,900.

Roselle Park Panthers Reject
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 31-10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

from there,” said Giannaci.
Comparing the stalling points that

cost Sette his match, Giannaci felt that
Sinatra was also lingering a bit. “It’s
definitely frustrating when I am work-
ing hard and trying to pin the kid and
he keeps crawling out of bounds. There
can’t be any excuse in a match like
this. It’s a big rivalry. It would be better
if the calls were more consistent.”

Raider Pat Mineo (140-lbs) scored
four takedowns and an escape to claim
a 9-5 decision over Mike Montgomery,
Panther Mark Mross (152-lbs) earned a
7-1 decision over Dave DeNichilo and

Panther Mike Kurant (171-lbs)
decisioned Mike O’Neill, 7-0.

Of the four “shocker” bouts, the
most electrifying came at 135-lbs
where Raider freshman Rob DeSiato,
trailing 10-1, scored a reversal and
came within a fraction of a second
from pinning talented Ross Soares in
a 12-6 defeat.

“Rob! That was a great match. An-
other official, it could have been a
pin,” commented coach Scholz.

Raider Joe Bachi (160-lbs) received
a shock from Burim Kadrijaj to be-
come the victim of a 13-2, majority
decision. Raider Keith Baker (215-
lbs) bungled an inside trip takedown
to get pinned in 1:43 by Kevin Neimek
and heavyweight Joe Foote wrestled
his best bout of the season to shock
talented Panther Anthony Weiland in
3:52 with a head smother.

“Joe is getting better every match.
He is becoming a nice heavyweight,”
said Scholz who added, “There are a
couple of things that we need to im-
prove on and we are. I teach my guys
to wrestle on the mat. Don’t crawl
out! Don’t wrestle on the edge! That
bothers me!”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
112: —  Montgomery (RP) d Ferrara, 5-2
119: — Gano (S) tf Skiff, 15-0, 4:44
125: — Degnan (RP) d Cannon, 4-2
130: — Olsson (S) d Branco, 5-1
135: — Soares (RP) d Desiato, 12-6
140: — Mineo (S) d M. Montgomery, 9-5
145: — Signorella (RP) d Sette, 4-3
152: — Mross (RP) d DeNichilo, 7-1
160: — Kadrijaj (RP) md Bachi, 13-2
171: — Kurant (RP) d O’Neill, 7-0
189: — Giannaci (S) d Sinatra, 6-5
215: — Nemick (RP) p Baker, 1:43
Hwt: — Foote (S) p Weiland, 3:52
103: — Zangari (RP) d Schardien, 6-4

Raider Hoop Girls Rap
Nazareth, Pa., 64-49

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team improved
to 10-4 with a 64-49 victory over host
Nazareth, Pa. on January 21. Allie
Zazzali led the Raiders with 17 points,
Kaylan Jaichon (11 rebounds), Lauren
Mains and Raychel Kruper each netted
nine points while Lauren Benovengo
and Jackie Law each had six points.
Kendra Spady sank five points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 17 16 16 64
Nazareth (9-6)   8   9 16 16 49

Blue Devil Track Girls
Valentine Invt’l Results

The Westfield High School girls
indoor track team placed in five events
at the Valentine Invitational meet at
Drew University on January 18.
MaryKate Luker (1:05.66), Ayn
Wisler (1:05.12), Christine Obiajulu
(1:05.78) and Stephanie Cortinhal
(1:05.15) placed third in the 4x400
with a time of 4:21.71. Emily Perry
also placed third in the high jump
with a height of 4’10”.

Cortinhal also finished fourth in
the 600-meters with a personal best
time of 1:45. Marlena Sheridan
(1:08.18), Tessa Schaaf (1:05.25),
Perry (1:05.88) and JoAnn Mathew
(1:07.82) crossed fifth in the 4x400
with a time of 4:27.13. Rose Driscoll
finished sixth in the 1000-meters with
a time of 3:17.81.

Lady Vikings Wobble
Highlander Cagers

A strong defensive effort provided
the 6-3 Union Catholic High School
girl’s basketball team with a 35-22
victory over 7-4 Governor Livingston
in Scotch Plains on January 19. After
a 13-13 tie at the half, Lesley
Hendricks rolled in five of her 11
points in the third quarter to allow the
Vikings to pull away from the High-
landers. Viking Toni Harrell scored
seven points and Highlander Aly York
netted seven.
Gov Livingston   5   8   5   4 22
Union Catholic   5   8 11 11 35

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO TURN…Raider Joe Sette, top, attempts to turn Panther Joe
Signorella in the 145-lb bout. Signorella was awarded two penalty points and
given an escape to snatch a 4-3 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING FOR THE BALL…Blue Devil LeAnne Skorge, left, scrambles to
gain control of the basketball. The Blue Devils won, 47-33.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield $679,000

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Immaculate home featuring a Living Room w/fireplace and Formal Dining Room, both w/beautiful crown moldings;
Eat-In Kitchen w/built in seating; sunny Den w/lots of windows; 4 Bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths including a 3rd

floor suite; and a Recreation Room w/powder room.  Nestled on a beautifully landscaped lot w/patio and convenient
to town and NYC transportation.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney
(908) 301-2052

Susan Checchio
(908) 301-2014

This inviting three bedroom ranch boasts an excellent location close to Franklin
Elementary School. Within the gracious interior, you’ll find a traditional design
and a comfortable floor plan. The eat-in country kitchen is adjacent to the Family
Room with beautiful brick fireplace and vaulted, beamed ceiling. The lower level
features a 30 x 23 Recreation Room. This lovely home boasts spacious rooms and
quality appointments.  Mary looks forward to seeing you on Sunday! Offered for
$829,000. WSF0993

Open House – Sunday, 1/29 1-4 pm
118 Oak Tree Pass, Westfield

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD                                                              $2,350,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Regal 13-room estate with 5 Bedrooms, 5 full and 2 half Baths. Foyer flanked by formal Dining Room
and grand Living Room with oversized fireplace. Sunroom with 3 walls of windows and a central Study.
Gourmet Kitchen with Breakfast Nook, center island, abundant amenities. Warm Family Room with
handsome brick fireplace. Separate wing with Laundry Room, Powder Room, second stairway, service
entry and attached 3-car garage. Finished Basement with full Bath. Sprawling private Master Suite wing
offers large Bath, endless closet space and dressing room. Fabulous property with undulating brick wall
and observatory, landmarking the home’s enchanting iron-gated entryway. WSF0030

OPEN HOUSE 209 Kimball Avenue, 1/29 1-4pm
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Devils Burn Madison, 38-36;
Fall to Green Wave, 51-26

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Coach Ed Tranchina Retires
From Blue Devils’ Football

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

program featuring a single wing style
of offense, was hired as the head
coach. After two seasons, Benedict
was offered a defensive coaching job
at Rutgers University.

“I was full-time AD and they asked
me to come back and do both jobs,”
explained Tranchina. “They ran the
single wing. We had no quarterback
so we had to rebuild to get everybody
on the same page.”

After the first year, the rebuilding
worked in a big way. In 1997, the
Blue Devils finished 6-3 – defeated
13th-ranked Plainfield, 22-7, on
Thanksgiving Day – and Tranchina
was named Union County Coach of
the Year. In 1998, Tranchina guided
his team to Giants Stadium to play for
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
state title against fourth-ranked and

defending champion Morristown,
who won 37-14. Five times in a six-
year span, the Blue Devils qualified
for the playoffs and twice Tranchina
was named the Jets Coach of the
Week – 1998 for a big, 29-10 victory
over Union and 2003 for stunning
Morristown, 13-7. On both occasions,
the Jets organization made a $500
donation to the Blue Devils program.
YEAR W-L-T
1996 1-8-0
1997 6-3-0
1998 9-3-0
1999 3-7-0
2000 6-4-0
2001 8-3-0
2002 7-3-0
2003 4-6-0
2004 1-9-0
2005 1-9-0

“I’m blessed here! I was here 20
years. I had an opportunity to coach
Dave Brown (former New York Gi-
ants quarterback). I had an opportu-
nity to coach in Giants Stadium with
great kids. It’s been wonderful! And
Gary Kehler hired me. That’s an honor
within itself, that that man thought
enough of me to give me this job,”
expressed Tranchina. “That means
the world to me!”

In his 19 years as Blue Devils head
coach, Tranchina has had several fine
assistants, including Ron Barner who
had been with him the entire time and
Bob Brewster who had been the fresh-
man coach.

“In 1985, I needed to put a staff
together. Ronnie had just retired from
coaching. He was with Gary (Kehler)
and Gary suggested that I really go
after him. I used to come in here, meet

with him and beg him to coach,”
chuckled Tranchina. “He was the line-
backer coach. He coached the offen-
sive line and he was the defensive
coordinator.”

Former secondary/wide receiver
coach Rich Shello became head coach
at Ridge High School and is presently
the AD. Defensive back/running back
coach Bill Tracey is presently the
head coach at Livingston High School.

Coaches Ken Miller, who came
with Benedict, and Greg Gorski joined
with Tranchina during his second ten-
ure. While in high school at Westfield,
Miller played for Gary Kehler and
Dick Zimmer.

“Ken was the outside linebacker
and running back coach. This past
fall, Kenny took over as the defensive
coordinator and he did a great job

with the defense,” said Tranchina.
Tranchina, along with Kehler and

WHS Principal Robert Petix, will
comprise the committee of three who
will interview the candidates for the
position.

“We are going to go over the candi-
dates and try to get the best candidate
we can, and try to get this program
back to where it should be,” said
Tranchina.

The committee was to begin adver-
tising for the position this past Sunday.

“My administration, Dr. Petix and
Dr. Foley stood behind me. They
hired me twice! That showed a lot
of confidence. This decision was
left entirely up to me,” said
Tranchina. “I consider myself very
fortunate to have been able to coach
twice and I was fortunate to have
great assistant coaches, great kids
and great parents. I have nothing
but great memories!”

clamped Fermin Mendez with a
nearside cradle in 0:56 to elevate his
record to 7-1.

“I look for the takedown and the
cradle when I go out there. Then,
whatever is there I just take it,” said
Johnson.

At 145, senior Joe Corea flattened
Nick Laslo with a lateral drop and a
two-point near fall in the second pe-
riod then added an escape and a short
arm drag for another takedown be-
fore showing his opponent the lights
at 3:13. Andrew Shaffer scored four
takedowns and added three near-falls
to claim a 17-3, major decision over
Fred Carbone. Mark Boyd (171)
scored four double-leg takedowns, to
earn a 10-2, majority decision over
Andrew Rice.

“I was able to take him down rather

easily; however, when I was riding
him, he wrestled not to get pinned, so
I couldn’t turn him. Coach told me to
start cutting him and rack up points
with takedowns.”

At 215, Cruikshank (10-4) cranked
Jack Reynolds to his back at 2:30.

“Starting the second period, I chose
neutral, I defended his shot, got be-
hind him and was determined to pin
him with the hammer lock. He gave
me the chance to stick him right there
and I did,” said Cruikshank.

“We did have some good efforts,”
concluded Kurz. “Joe Corea had a
good match for us again, Mark Boyd
looks good at times however we
could of used some bonus points
there. Steve Cruikshank is becom-
ing mister consistent for us but there
were too many places to get points
that we did not. Matt Kamel cannot
lose a 5-4 match. Castrorao is up 4-
1 and gets pinned. You can’t have
that.”

WESTFIELD 38, MADISON 36:
125: MacKay (W) p. Napolitano, 4:16
130: Jason Benensky (M) d. Matt Kamel,
4-0
135: Frank Davis (M) p. Matt Shafer,
5:19
140: Johnson (W) p. Martin, 1:29
145: A. Shafer, W, tf Bone, 17-2 (5:45)
152: Andrew Conley (M) p. Corea, 5:24
160: Bill Hutchinson (M) d. Boyd, 12-8
171: Kyle Kauffman (M) won by forfeit
189: Dominic Lee (M) won by forfeit
215: Cruikshank (W) d. M. Hall, 2-1
Hwt: Bullek (W) p. J. Hall, 5:34
103: Sean Redman (M) won by forfeit
112: Barnes (W) p. Santos, 1:40
119: Reichbach (W) p. Serillo, 3:43

DELBARTON 51, WESTFIELD 26:
130: Trevor Melde (D) p. MacKay, 2:50
135: Mike Cargo (D) d. Kamel, 5-4
140: Johnson (W) p. Mendes, 0:56
145: Corea (W) p. Nick Lazlo, 3:13
152: A. Shafer (W) md Carbone, 17-3
160: Bob Grogan (D) p. Andy Castrorao,
4:53
171: Boyd (W) md Rice, 10-2
189: Jack Nolke (D) won by forfeit
215: Cruikshank (W) p. Reynolds, 2:30
Hwt: Nick Paski (D) p. Bullek, 3:17
103: Colin Hayes (D) won by forfeit
112: Frank Perelli (D) p. Barnes, 2:38
119: Charles Tallen (D) p. Reichbach,
1:58
125: Mike Grey (D) won by forfeit

Move up to unmatched design, style, and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union

County’s premier active adult community.

•Homes of up to 2,863 sq ft.
•Upscale standard features include: Energy 

Efficient Andersen® Windows, Fireplace,
Hardwood Floors, Deluxe Kitchen Cabinets 
and Granite countertops, Energy Star Home 
and many more.

•Less than two miles from the fine shops,
restaurants, theatres, and train station offered by  
downtown Westfield.

•Close to many golf courses and parks, the 
Garden State Parkway & Route 22.

•On-site amenities include a pool and clubhouse,
which is scheduled to open Summer 2006

Single family homes from the upper $500’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.
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BROKERS WELCOME

Raiders Win Final Six Bouts
To Top Devil Matmen, 46-19

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“It was OK! We made (weight)
where we had to. It was all about
strategy between coach (Glen) Kurz
and myself. This was a huge match
for us and for Westfield. Both teams
did a great job. It was back and forth
for a long time then my big guys
stepped it up.”

Raider Pat Mineo (145-lbs) put on
a takedown clinic to defeat Joe Corea
via 13-4, majority decision then Blue
Devil Andrew Shaffer (152-lbs) re-
corded a walk around takedown, a
single-leg takedown and a reversal
before pinning Dave DeNichilo with
a sit through half nelson in 3:26.

After Bachi’s win cut Westfield’s
lead to 16-15, Blue Devil Colin
Willard (171-lbs) recorded three
takedowns, a reversal and a penalty
point to claim a 9-2 victory over Al
Nassiri. Nick Giannaci received a
forfeit at 189-lbs to put the Raiders
ahead, 21-19. After Baker’s victory,
Raider heavyweight Joe Foote caught
Zach Bullek off-balance to record a
first-period fall then Gary Schardien
(103-lbs) pinned Nick DeFreitas in
3:22 with an arm bar walk over. Raider
Mike Ferrara (112-lbs) recorded five
takedowns and had to settle for a 10-
2, majority decision over a stubborn
John Barnes. Raider Sal Gano con-
cluded the match with a 1:52, double
grapevine pin over Sam Reichbach at
119-lbs.

“We would have liked to have
beaten Scotch Plains. They are a class
program! Going into this match, we
knew there were going to be some
toss up matches. We knew Kamel was
going to be one. We knew Boyd was
going to be one. We knew Cruikshank
was going to be one. They just didn’t
come through today. Plain and simple!
They are our leaders. We needed to be
able to lean on them. They are going
to be back. We are going to get bet-
ter,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Kurz.

“There were some swing matches,
with Baker, with Foote going for the
big pin, Schardien and with Cannon
starting us off. He broke him! Bachi
was waiting for something, third pe-
riod, I guess. Boyd was prepared for
Bachi. They both got inside trips. It
was nice to see,” said Scholz.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
125: — MacKay (W) won forfeit
130: — Cannon (S) d Kamel, 7-1
135: — Olsson (S) tf Matt Shaffer, 17-2,
5:54
140: — Johnson (W) md DeSiato, 10-0
145: — Mineo (S) md Corea, 13-4
152: — Andrew Shaffer (W) p DeNichilo,
3:26
160: — Bachi (S) d. Boyd, 8-4
171: — Willard (W) d Nassiri, 9-2
189: — Giannaci (S) won forfeit
215: — Baker (S) d Cruikshank, 3-2
Hwt: — Foote (S) p Bullek, :20
103: — Schardien (S) p DeFreitas, 3:22
112: — Ferrara (S) md Barnes, 10-2
119: — Gano (S) p Reichbach, 1:52

Devil Girls, Boys Split
With Hillsborough

The Westfield High School girl’s
swim team defeated Hillsborough,
99-71, and the Blue Devil boys lost,
101-69, on January 19. The 5-2 Blue
Devil girl’s won eight of the 11 events,
including sweeping first in all three
relays.
WESTFIELD 99, HILLSBOROUGH 71
50 free: Alexi Kuska (W) 26.53
100 free: Kuska (W) 57.59
200 free: Miranda Steel (H) 2:07.6
500 free: Darrell Ann Smith (W) 5:36.3
100 breast: Katie Morgan (W) 1:10.42
100 fly: Kelsey Hurley (H) 1:01.8
100 back: Nicole DiBenedetto (W)
1:03.91
200 IM: Amanda Kautz (H) 2:19.3
200 free relay: W (Kuska, Liz Hawkins,
Julie Cederoth, Lauren McCurdy)
1:46.68
400 free relay: W (Danielle Partenope,
Alice Li, Cederoth, Smith) 4:02.06
200 medley relay: W (Hawkins, Morgan,
Brittany Reyes, Catherine McGuire)
1:57.36

HILLSBOROUGH 101, WESTFIELD 69
50 free: Sean Downey (H) 23.08
100 free: Eric Horowitz (H) 51.77
200 free: Tim Rauch (H) 1:49.76
500 free: P.J. Harley (W) 4:51.64
100 breast: Pat Kuehne (H) 1:03.2
100 fly: James VanBiervliet (H) 56.01
100 back: VanBiervliet (H) 58.01
200 IM: Kuehne (H) 2:00.98
200 free relay: H (Kuehne, Horowitz,
Rauch, Downey) 1:34.43
400 free relay: H (Horowitz, Rob Parker,
Rob Webb, Rauch) 3:29.13
200 medley relay: H (VanBiervliet, Peter
Cole, Kuehne, Downey) 1:43.43

Photos on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin (December 5, 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT MEMORIES…Blue Devil Head Coach Ed Tranchina talks with a
member of the NJSIAA while his team hustles onto the field at Giant Stadium to
play for the North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 state title.

David B. Corbin (October 31,1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT MEMORIES…Blue Devil Head Coach Ed Tranchina grins after his
team pulls off a stunning 29-10 victory over eighth-ranked Union.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A NAVY RIDE…Raider Pat Mineo works a navy ride and tries to
pull Blue Devil Joe Corea back to the center of the mat in the 145-lb bout. See fans
picture on page 16.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

Welcome into this grand  home located in the impressive Wychview  Hills.  Space abounds in this 4 bedroom,
2 1/2 bath home, with a generous eat-in-kitchen, formal dining room, impressive living room, and  striking
family room with a wood burning fireplace. The professionally landscaped yard, custom deck, and patio only
complement the splendor. For more details or your own private showing… Contact Jocelyne at: 908-233-2694.
Presented at $759,000.  DIR: East Broad Street to Davis Court to Carol to Lynn Lane.

Jocelyne Holden

For additional information or your own private showing please call…

 Sales Associate
Direct Dial:(908-233-2694)

jocelyne-holden@burgdorff.com
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004

210 Lynn Lane, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE:

Sunday January 29 • 1pm – 4pm
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WF ‘Y’ B Devilfish Boys Fall
To Bayonne ‘Y’, 105-103

WF ‘Y’ B Devilfish Defeats
West Essex Girls, 105-103

On January 14, the Westfield Y boys
B swim team lost a close, 105-103,
contest to the Bayonne Y swim team.

8-and-under: Owen Colwell fin-
ished first in the 50-free and 25-fly
and Kevin Clauss placed first in the
25-breast and 25-back. Jordan Livolsi

placed second in the 50-free and third
in the 25-fly. Nick Cannone (25-
breast) and Tommaso Wagner (25
back) each touched third. Cannone,
Clauss, Colwell and Livolsi finished
first in the 100-medley relay.

9-10: Tommy Pyle placed first in
the 50-back and 50-fly, while Stephen
Husch placed first in the 100-free and
50-breast. Connor Moore placed first
in the 100-IM and third in the 100-
free, while Ryan Thomas finished
second in the 50-breast and 50-fly
and Mark Trinkle placed third in the
50-fly. Moore, Thomas, Pyle and
Husch placed first in the 200-medley
relay.

11-12: Aris Psyhojos (100-free) and
Danny Paolillo (50-breast) each
touched second.

13-14: Dorian Bogdanovski placed
first in the 100-fly, as did Colin
Terwelp in the 100-back. Carson
Foley finished second in the 200-free
as did Evan Rosenburgh in the 100-
breast. Terwelp, Rosenburg,
Bogdanovski and Foley finished first
in the 200-medley relay.

15-18: Brian Carr finished first in
the 100-fly and second in the 100-
breast while Brian Hart placed first in
the 200-free. Justin Lo placed second
in the 100-back and 200-IM, while
Chris Joyce finished second in the
200-free and James Kazazis placed
second in the 100-fly.

On January 14, the Westfield Y
girls B Devilfish swim team nipped
the West Essex girls, 105-103, to up
its record to 3-2.

8-and-under: Caroline Felix placed
second in the 50-free and third in the
25-fly, while Hallie Rosenburgh placed
second in the 25-fly. Shannon Pyle (25-
back), Caitlin Collins (50-free) and
Caroline Basil (25 breast) finished third.
Pyle, Basil, Felix and Collins placed
first in the 100-medley relay.

9-10: Amy West placed first in the
100-free while Kaitlyn Lutz touched
second in the 50-back. Michaela
Cavanagh (100-IM) and Gemma
Larche (50-back, 50-fly) touched third.

11-12: Lizzie Stellar placed first in the
100-free and 50-back, while Anastasia
Bogdanovski placed first in the 50-fly.
Katie Yamano (200-IM), Claire
Drumbakis (100-free), Sarah Crawford
(50-breast) and Amanda Sovany (50-
back) placed second. Stellar, Crawford,
Meghan Bachmann and Drumbakis
placed first in the 200-medley relay.

13-14: Kathleen O’Neill placed first
in the 200-IM and 100-breast, as did
Kelsey Wilson in the 200-free and
100-fly. Cassie Green finished first in
the 100-back and second in the 200-
free, while Julia Partenope touched
second in the 100-fly. Green, O’Neill,
Jill Ceasrine and Wilson placed first
in the 200-medley relay.

15-18: Ruth Stoddard placed first

in the 200-free and 100-fly, while
Callie Meserole placed first in the
100-breast. Cathryn Winchester
placed first in the 200-IM and second
in the 100-back. Ilene Goodman
touched second in the 200-free and
100-fly. Caitlyn Oster, Meserole,
Goodman and Stoddard placed first
in the 200-medley relay.

St. Helen’s Hoop Boys Stop
Fatima of Perth Amboy, 66-53

WF ‘Y’ A Swim Boys’ Dunk
Morris Center ‘Y’, 125-83

The Westfield Y Devilfish boy’s A
team, under Head Coach Paul
Casazza, dunked the Morris Center Y
boys, 125-83.

8&Unders: Ryan Daniel placed first
in the 50-free and second in 25-breast,
Andre Benz took first in 25-breast, Jack
Rose garnered first in 25-back and sec-
ond in 25-free, and Griff Morgan got
third in 25-back. Daniel, Benz, Rose
and Morgan won the 100-medley relay.

9-10s: Matt Daniel won the 100-
IM and 50-fly, Max Shin placed first
in 50-back and 50-breast, Anthony
Gurrieri garnered first in 100-free,
Tyler Lessner earned second in 100-
IM and 50-fly, Luke McGrory placed
second in 100-free and third in 50-
back, and Garrett Williamson earned
second in 50-breast. Shin,

Williamson, Daniel and Gurrieri won
the 200-medley relay.

11-12s: Michael Rizzo achieved
second in the 200-IM and third in 50-
fly, Sean Clark got second in 100-free
and third in 50-breast, Ryan Hobson
earned second in 50-back and third in
200-IM, Daniel Pesin garnered sec-
ond in 50-fly, and Kevin Oster placed
third in the 200-free.

13-14s: Larry Zhang achieved first
in 100-breast and 100-fly, Mike Oster
placed first in 200-free and 100-back,
Matt Morgan earned first in the 200-
IM and second in 100-breast, and
Max Blum garnered third in 200-IM
and 100-fly. Oster, Morgan, Zhang
and Blum won the 200-medley relay.

15-18s: Phil Anton achieved first
in 100-breast and second in 200-IM,
Luke Baran placed second in 200-
free and 100-back, Matt Blutfield got
second in 100-breast and third in the
100-fly, and Dan McGrory earned
third in the 200-IM and 100-back.
Baran, Anton, McGrory and Blutfield
won the 200-medley relay.

Resting in a graceful backdrop of rolling lawns, stately homes, & towering trees this sprawling 
Scotch Plains Center Hall Colonial epitomizes sophisticated elegance. Fulfilling your dreams, 
the sunlit interior brims with desirable details: hardwood floors, bay windows, & handsome 
moldings. From the casual formality of the living room & dining room to the cozy spirit of the 
family room and granite-accented kitchen, these lovely settings evoke traditional charm. Juxta-
posed, are a first floor guest/au-pair’s suite & laundry/mud room with access to the backyard. 
The wonderfully finished basement offers a billiard’s room for adult play and a rec room for 
child’s play. The truly expansive backyard, sweeping circular drive and an unrivaled location 
only add to the charismatic flair of this impressive setting. Presented for $1,175,000. 
 

              For additional information or your private tour call…    
 

            Lois E. Berger CRS, SRES 
            Broker Associate 
             (908) 233-6366, Direct Dial 
              NJAR Circle of Excellence 1981 - 2004 

 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

Standing proudly on a gently rolling knoll, this secluded Westfield four bedroom four bath home 
marries sleek lines with a lush setting. An ensemble of spacious rooms features a cathedral ceil-
ing, exposed beams, marvelous window arrangements & hardwood floors. The living room with 
bow window & adjacent formal dining room flow effortlessly in to a spectacular family room. 
The well-equipped kitchen enhances a layout that  maximizes entertaining. Opening to the back-
yard, the  master suite with luxurious bath complements well-proportioned bedrooms. Surround-
ing this home is an oasis of rolling lawns, lavish poolside settings, remarkable foliage & numer-
ous decks.  Superbly merging nature’s beauty & contemporary living this home offers the ideal 
setting. Presented for $879,900.  
 

              For additional information or for a private  tour  call: 
 

            Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Broker Associate  
                     908-233-5347, Direct Dial 
                     NJAR Circle of Excellence    

 
 
 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

St. Helen’s Cagers Top
St. Terese, Holy Trinity

St. Helen’s fourth grade boy’s bas-
ketball team is off to a 2-0 start with
victories over St. Terese and Holy
Trinity.

In the 22-14 victory over St. Terese,
Tommy McDonald fired in 10 points.
In the 13-10 win over Holy Trinity,
Neilan Dolan led with eight points.
Connor O’Donnell chipped in four
points. Big man Joe Scaglione led the
team in rebounds the first two games.

Continuing its winning tradition
from last season after winning the
CYM High School Championship and
making it to the final four of the 2005
NJ State CYO Basketball Tournament
where they lost to perennial power-
house St. Joseph’s of Toms River, the
St. Helen’s boy’s high school basket-
ball team made it three straight this
season, defeating Fatima of Perth

Amboy, 66-53, on January 22.
In the Fatima game, the team ex-

celled across the board dominating in
rebounding, steals and assists. The
excellent play saw St. Helen’s shoot
9-for-12 from the free-throw line (75
percent) and a commanding 28-for-
47 from the floor (59.5 percent) to
seal the victory.

Leading the team to date in rebound-
ing is Tad Walsh followed by Scott
Dyer and Dan Melillo. The team gets
reliable scoring from Woody Handza
averaging 24.3 points per game, Tad
Walsh at 17 per game, Eric Scrudato at
10 per game, Scott Dyer at eight per
game, Mike Fitzpatrick at six per game,
Dan Melillo at five per game and Bobby
Molson and Mike Pietrie contributing
two points per game.

The team will play an 18-game
schedule, followed by several playoff
games, and concluding with the state
tournament for a total schedule in
excess of 25 games.

Raider Swimmers Top
Kearny Boys, Girls

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swimming team upped
its record to 5-2 with a 66-28 victory
over Kearny and the Raider boys im-
proved to 6-3 with a 59-35 victory.
GiIRLS: SPF 68, KEARNY 28
50 free: Mary Poillon (S) 27.96
100 free: Liz Ferraro (S) 1:07.44
200 free: Jackie Lenoff (S) 2:32.42
500 free: Kim Griffin (K) 6:27.51
100 breast: Stephanie Glover (S) 1:24.62
100 fly: Alyssa Weinberg (S) 1:21.63
100 back: Poillon (S) 1:17.01
200 IM: Amanda Gianni (S) 2:38.44
200 free relay: S (Weinberg, Lenoff,
Ferraro, Gianni) 2:02.06
400 free relay: S (Weinberg, Avery
Boettecher, Gianni, Poillon) 4:35.38
200 medley relay: S (Christine Albanese,
Glover, Boettecher, Ferraro) 2:18

BOYS: SPF 59, KEARNY 35
50 free: Ilya Grigorovich (K) 24.93
100 free: Mike Miller (S) 54.38
200 free: Andrew Haggan (S) 2:19.93
500 free: Dan Nieto (S) 6:10.18
100 breast: Mario Zaorski (K) 1:17.59
100 fly: Brian Pesin (S) 1:06.85
100 back: Dave Regal (S) 1:08.54
200 IM: Nieto (S) 2:25.7
200 free relay: S (Matt Miller, Jason
Thompson, Ryan Brown, Pesin) 1:45.44
400 free relay: K (Victor Urgiles, Martin
Kuzmicki, Zaorski, Billy Lymann)
4:37.31
200 medley relay: S (Thompson, Matt
Plagge, Nieto, Pesin) 2:06.21

Blue Devil Icemen Top
West Morris Central
The Westfield High School ice

hockey team played a tough non-
conference opponent, West Morris
Central and won, 3-1, this past week.
The game was key for the 6-5-2 Blue
Devils so they can qualify for the
state tournament and improve their
seed should they qualify.

Senior Captain Sal Esposito scored
in the first period to give the Blue
Devils a 1-0 lead. The score remained
the same largely due to the strong
goaltending of junior Adam Becker
until sophomore Craig Esposito net-
ted a goal in the third period to make
the score 2-0.

West Morris gave Westfield a scare,
bringing the game within one with a
goal inside the final five minutes, but
an empty net goal by sophomore
Jimmy Bender iced the victory.

Andrew Goldman provided the in-
formation for the game.

Blue Devil Cagers Ice
Barringer Girls, 61-33
Erin Miller sank 22 points and had

10 rebounds, seven assists and six
steals to lead the 11-4 Westfield High
School girls basketball team past
Barringer, 61-33, in Westfield on
January 21. Katie Cronen put in 13
points and pulled 10 rebounds. Gab
O’Leary netted eight points, three
assists and two steals while Danielle
Infantino (3 assists, 2 steals), Casey
El Koury (7 rebounds, 3 steals) and
Leanne Skorge (3 rebounds) buck-
eted six points apiece.
Barringer   4   7 12 10 33
Westfield 13 16 21 11 61

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHING AN EXCITING BOUT…Wrestling fans show some intensity while
watching the 171-lb bout between Blue Devil Colin Willard and Raider Al Nassiri.

Weichert®

Weichert

Westfield Office
185 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-7777

Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Weichert

www.weichert.com

Weichert

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

NIKI FRY
Sales Representative / Realtor Associate

Invite me in. . . I’ll bring results.

Call Niki for details!

Gracious Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout.  2-
story entry foyer opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by built-ins.  Step
down to the formal dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate dining area.  Light fills
the family room through 2 walls of casement windows.  First floor bedroom off separate hallway has full bath.
Second floor features expansive bedroom with a huge office/nursery, additional bedroom and bath.  Walk out
from the enormous finished basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard.  A very special house awaits you.  DIR:
Summit Rd. to High Point #5  052000NEW

MOUNTAINSIDE $775,000Open House:  Sun. 1/29  12-4PM

weichert.com

Open House: Sun. 1/29  12-4PM

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Teri in,
and she’ll bring results!

Tressa “Teri” Malone

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Lovingly and meticulously maintained and
updated, this home boasts three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths,
updated kitchen, living room, formal dining room, Florida
room, full finished basement w/rec. room.  Close to
downtown and NYC transportation.  DIR: Central Ave. to
Myrtle #232  $539,000  052000811
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SCOTCH PLAINS:
Colin R. and Lisa S. Campbell to

Omar Daniel Lopez, 2048 Algonquin
Drive, $435,000.

Major E. and Shirley Hyman to
Eugene and Merlim Lideth Morrow,
1138 Washington Avenue, $475,000.

Joseph F. Doll to Michael J. and
Maryann Brennan, 2268 Jersey Av-
enue, $359,000.

Jack Lewis Walder to James A. and
Marilyn Morris, 2235 Newark Av-
enue, $430,000.

to Erik A. Allen and Krystyna J.
Monczka, 2054 Arrowwood Drive,
$950,000.

Rudolph Elmer to David Fidalgo, 2
Shirewood, $522,000.

223 Katherine Street, LLC to John
and Madeline Moore, 1615 Ramapo
Way, $1,100,000.

Joseph Palehonki to Distinctive
Renovations (Fenimore), LLC, 21
Fenimore Drive, $665,000.

Thomas and Marie Loomis to Brian
D. and Shari A. Bauman, 2 Herbert
Road, $720,000.

Estate of Mary Nemits to Andrzej
and Joanna Belcik, 1881 Raritan
Road, $375,000.

Ronald H. and Judith Brenner to
James E. Morrison, 22 Maddaket Vil-
lage, $350,000.

Elaine N. and Ira A. Levy to Diane
E. Evans, 35 Yarmouth Court,
$452,000.

Marlene Nichols to Joseph and Jen-
nifer Barge, 1830 Raritan Road,
$650,000.

Lawrence and Eileen Resnick to
Wilfred P. and Darlene P. Coronato, 4
Greensview Lane, $865,000.

Anthony F. Marconi, Sr. to Utpal
K. and Sima V. Bhatt, 9 Carrie Farm
Road, $1,560,000.

Gerard and Louise M. Marcketta to

Elizabeth Suszynski to Michael and
Dorothy DiFabio, 2011 Hill Top Road,
$560,000.

Chava Yael Cohen to Ronen
Bercovicz and Dave Dercovicz, 1236
Christine Circle, $500,000.

Andrew G. Calamaras and Diane E.
Calamaras Evans to Seth and Meridith
Niessen, 1495 Golf Street, $625,000.

Anatoliy and Valentina
Shchetkovskiy to Joseph Yenish, 1484
Lambertsmill Road, $560,000.

Jeffrey A. and Pamela E. Silverstein

John and Veronica Gindel, 14 Michael
Lane, $859,000.

Henry C. Vogel to William K. and
Donna B. Peart, 2 Wellington Downs,

$750,000.
Arvind and Divya Ohri-Gupta to

John P. and Karen J. McPartlan, 1367
Cooper Road, $1,146,000.

Eduard and Maria Irigaray to The
Ninos Real Estate Trust, 34
Ravenswood Lane, $268,045.

Laura and Vincent Nobile to Rodger

J. and Mauro J. Ruggieri, 421 Myrtle
Avenue, $136,667.

Barbara Jean Faccone to CDI Build-
ers, LLC, 2223 Evergreen Avenue,
$429,000.

CDI Builders, LLC to Kin Wai and
Jeanette M. Ng, 2223 Evergreen Av-
enue, $657,000.

FANWOOD:
Paul and Ruth A. Percoskie to Pe-

ter and Cynthia Peperoni, 215 Hunter
Avenue, $362,500.

John W. Paardecamp, EXR to Jose
Seabra, 115 North Martine Avenue,
$290,000.

Thomas M. and Mary C. Gormley
to Erich and Anita Baker, 32 Portland
Avenue, $450,000.

Darrell and Daisy Orr to Russell J.
and Jennifer Coppock-Huegel, 58
Montrose Ave, $455,000.

William P. and Elizabeth M.
Tzouris to Jayson Cirrito, 81 Wood-
land Avenue, $560,000.

George S. Roulson to Debra L.
Wardle, 50 Saint John Place,
$353,500.

James and Kimberly Slifer to
Victoria Aversa, 64 Portland Avenue,
$499,900.

G. Franks, III and P. Franks to Amy
Hall, 66 Portland Avenue, $471,000.

Richard F. and Marilyn R. Keller to
Oscar M. Rivero and Dagner R.
Rivera, 209 Pleasant Avenue,
$419,000.

Donald J. and Dawn Baliko to
Bernie and Marie T. Menendez, 78
Montrose Avenue, $480,000.

Elva H. Browne to Anthony
DeAmorin, 66 Midway Avenue,
$465,000.

Sandra J. DePalma to Tomas A.
and Karen M. Zilas, 88 Hunter Av-
enue, $470,000.

Charles A. Jones, III to Jamal and
Gina Berry, 214 Terrill Road,
$350,000.

Built-Well Homes, LLC to Prakash
and Neeta Sabhani and Maya M. and
Moti Sabhani, 4 Paul Place $419,900.

Built-Well Homes, LLC to Jose
Nitro and Liezl Ma, 6 Paul Place,
$399,900.

Built-Well Homes, LLC to Fausto
and Maritza Garzon, 8 Paul Place,
$389,900.

Built-Well Homes, LLC to Raffy
and Mary Anne Rafanan, 10 Paul
Place, $419,900.

Samuel C. Jones and Francine P.
Conway to Leocadio G. and Eugenia
N. Adagio Jr., 27 Cottage Way,
$339,000.

Andrew T. Hickey to Jeremy and
Lizabeth M. Lehrkamp, 108 Midway
Avenue, $434,000.

Dion Natale to John and Nadia
DeFreitas 163 Hunter Avenue,
$795,000.

Fred W. and Laura L. Graumann to
Scott and Rachel Vierschilling, 153
Hunter Avenue, $515,000.

David Babcock and Maria Jose
Timoco to Beth Madresh, 121 Pater-
son Road, $514,000.

Elizabeth and Craig Correll to JMG
Properties, LLC, 116 Farley Avenue,
$360,000.

Michael R. and Nancy C. Smith to
Joseph A. and Rachel J. Castronova,

125 Willoughby Road, $540,000.
Tina Mustachio to L. Hernandez

and M. Doody, 146 Hunter Avenue,
$409,900.

Richard C. and Marsha C. Watson
to Kristin Costello and Gregory
Dinegar, 113 Russell Road, $485,000.

Robert J. and Veronica H. Buob to
Fernando E. and Lela Tamayo, 90
Willoughby Road, $549,000.

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

~Air Conditioning            
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing 
~Transmission 
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

PERFECT

908-272-4456
Residential • Commercial

PAINTING
&

POWER WASHING

J.C. Interior  

Painting 
 

“Let Me Beautify Your Home” 
 

Attention to detail 

Wallpaper removal 

Chair rail & crown molding 

Wire shelving 

Call Jim Costantino 

908-358-2836 

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House
We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning

Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

We are fully bonded & insured  www.mollymaid.com

908-322-9989

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

HEATING
Scott Seib

Serving Westfield & vicinity for 24 years

Specializing in replacing,

rebuilding & repairing steam

& hot water heating systems.

Lic. #6548
908-654-1818

Plumbing &Heating, Inc.

ABS Drywall

• Sheet Rock

• Spackling

• Light Framing

• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366

“Big Enough to Cope,
Small Enough to Care”

(908) 418 2611
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Pet Consultant

908-245-3650

Aquarium &
Pond Services

• Pet Sitting:
(From Hermit Crabs to Hamsters)

• Pet Consultation Upon Request

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

New Westfield Listing!   A warm welcome awaits you in this pristine 1925 colonial set on a quiet
street within walking distance to award winning schools, downtown and New York City transportation.
Wonderful chestnut mouldings and shining hardwood floors enhance the inviting Living Room with
wood burning fireplace flanked by bookcases and stained leaded glass windows, the formal Dining
Room with chair rail and the Den with vaulted ceiling. The first floor also features an updated
Kitchen with Breakfast Nook and Powder Room. The second floor boasts three lovely Bedrooms and
an updated full Bath. The fourth Bedroom and full Bath are located on the third floor and offer a
great retreat for a teenager or guest suite. The basement, features a Playroom, Laundry, Utility Room
and additional storage space. Enjoy relaxing on the large deck overlooking the private, fenced-in
yard with perennial gardens.  Offered for $665,000  WSF0046

This Stunning 5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial will boast a two-story greeting

with marvelous flow lending itself to gracious entertaining. It includes a

custom dining room and a family room graced with a lovely fireplace. The

1st floor offers a hardwood/ ceramic floor combination. The Eat-in-Kitchen

includes superb cabinetry & granite tops. The home also offers a spaciously

designed master bedroom suite.

Berkeley Heights
Pre-Construction Price $949,000

608 Sherwood Parkway
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

For Information / Brochure Contact
Teresa at 908-232-1111

Visit: www.customservicebuilders.com

Recent Home Sales
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Commerce Risk Con-
trol Services, Division of Commerce
Insurance Service, Inc., 1701 Route 70
East, P.O. Box 1360, Cherry Hill, New
Jersey 07034

NATURE OF SERVICES: Drug and al-
cohol testing for all town employees with a
commercial drivers license.

DURATION: January 1, 2006 to De-
cember 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Amount of  $61.25 per CDL
holder.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/26/06, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Orion Systems Inte-
grators; PO Box 155, Kendall Park, New
Jersey 08824-0155

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
consulting systems administrator for the
purpose of continuity and security of the
Township’s computer systems which in-
clude, but are not limited to, Administra-
tion, Public Works, Police and Fire.

DURATION: Year 2006
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $55,000.00
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/26/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 24,
20056 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF $175,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTTAION IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE
PROJECT KNOWN AS “EAST
SECOND STREET MILLING
AND TOP COURSE PAVING”

Purpose: As above.
A public hearing for same will be held on

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T- 1/26/06, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Thurs-
day February 9, 2006 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal for variance(s) from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Hope Berhens, 2180 Bayberry Lane,
Seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 12.04G of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a maximum coverage
by improvements of 40%. Proposed is
40.85%.

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan, 16 Stoneleigh Park,
Seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.05E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present & proposed is
13.43 feet.

Kevin & Laura Callahan, 553 Fairmont
Avenue, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.07E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present and proposed
is 9.5 feet.

Ginesi Builders, Inc., 124 Marlboro
Street, Seeking permission to keep an
existing setback of 9.06 feet vs. 10.0 feet
required by Section 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side
yard setback of 10 feet. Present and pro-
posed is 9.06 feet.

Kelly Kessler, 424 Hillside Avenue,
Seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.04E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 15 feet. Proposed is 5.15 feet.

Christopher & Mary Alice Ryan, 9
Stoneleigh Park, Seeking permission to
construct an addition contrary to the re-
quirements of Section 11.05E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 15 feet. Pro-
posed is 4.5 feet.

Lauren & Michael Hammer, 704 For-
est Avenue, Seeking permission to con-
struct an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. Present
& proposed is 7.64 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/26/06, The Leader Fee: $61.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
YOUTH AND FAMILY

COUNSELING SERVICE
233 PROSPECT STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090

INVITATION TO BID

Youth and Family Counseling Service
(YFCS), Westfield, New Jersey, will be
receiving sealed bids for year XXXI Facili-
ties Project under the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Program. The bids
will be received until 12 noon, Friday,
February 10, 2006, at the offices of YFCS,
233 Prospect Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, at which time and place all bids
will be opened. Bids are invited for (1)
removal of bluestone sidewalk along street
and install 4 inch to 6 inch thick concrete
slab sidewalk approximately 75 feet by 4
feet, (2) install concrete apron at driveway,
(3) remove bluestone walk and install 31
feet by 4 feet concrete walk to front door
entrance, and (4) seal coat parking lot and
driveway.

Mr. Jack Carter (telephone (908) 233-
2042) will provide on-site inspection of
work to be performed. It is noted that this
is a Community Development Block Grant
funded project. This project is made pos-
sible by a Community Development Block
Grant from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders/Division of Commu-
nity Development/Department of Eco-
nomic Development. Prevailing wages
must be paid, all permits must be paid and
secured by the successful bidder/contrac-
tor, and the bidder/contractor must insure
all employees and applicants for employ-
ment are not discriminated against be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex or na-
tional origin.

Bidders are required to comply with re-
quirements of P.L. 1975C 127. YFCS re-
serves the right to reject any or all bids, or
to waive defects or informalities in bids or
to accept any bids as shall be deemed in
the best interest of YFCS.

Bids may be held by YFCS for a period
not to exceed fifteen (15) calendar days
from the date of opening bids for the pur-
pose of reviewing bids and investigating
the qualifications of bidders prior to award-
ing the contract.

Milt Faith, Executive Director
1 T - 1/26/06, The Leader Fee: $45.39

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 3/2/06 and
opened and read for:

Route 82/County Route 629 (Morris Avenue), Cont. No: 001950174, Streetscape
and Intersection Improvements; From Lousons Road to Orchard Street,

Township of Union & City of Elizabeth, Union County
Federal Project No: STP-7528

DP  NO: 05161

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/26/06, 2/2/06 and 2/9/06, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on February 6, 2006 in Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the
following application for preliminary and
final major site plan approval and variance
relief from:

05-09(V) SUZEYES, LLC, 518
WESTFIELD AVENUE, BLOCK
3010, LOT 5 SEEKING PRE-
LIMINARY & FINAL MAJOR
SITE PLAN APPROVAL WITH
VARIANCES.  APPLICANT
SEEKS TO CONVERT EXIST-
ING TWO-FAMILY HOUSE
INTO PROFESSIONAL OF-
FICE FOR AN OPTOMETRY
PRACTICE.  ALSO APPLI-
CANT PROPOSES TO CON-
STRUCT A SECOND FLOOR
ADDITION, REMOVE A GA-
RAGE, RECONFIGURE THE
EXISTING PARKING AREA,
CONSTRUCT A FREE STAND-
ING SIGN AND MAKE VARI-
OUS OTHER
IMNPROVEMENTS RELATED
TO LANDSCAPING, LIGHT-
ING, ETC.
Applicant seeks variances from
the following Land Use Ordi-
nances:
List of New C.40:55D70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 11.21E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard set
back of 12 feet from the prop-
erty line.  Applicant proposes
second floor addition will be set
back only 7 feet from the prop-
erty line.
Section 17.05B of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum width for a 2-way
driveway to be 20 feet. Appli-
cant proposes driveway of 12
feet wide.
Section 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance per-
mits a maximum coverage by
improvements of 50% of the Lot
area. Applicant proposes im-
provements will increase the
coverage from 48.9% to 65.2%.
Section 17.02C.5A and
17.02B.2 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires that
the proposed development pro-
vide 17 parking spaces. Appli-
cant proposes Ten (10) parking
spaces.
Section 17.03C.4 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires that the driveway be set-
back 5 feet from the property
abutting non-residential uses or
zones. Applicant proposes to
set back the driveway 3 feet.
Section 17.03C3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires that the driveway be set-
back at least 10 feet from any
abutting property located in a
residential zone. Applicant pro-
poses 5 feet.
Section 16.04F3c of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires that a freestanding sign
shall not exceed ten (10) square
feet. Applicant proposes free-
standing sign to be 19.25 square
feet.
Sections 17.11 and 10.20B of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nances requires that the areas
for parking and storage of trash
or refuse abutting residential
uses be screened by an attrac-
tive and appropriate wall, fence
and/or planting to obscure same
from view of adjacent proper-
ties. Application does not pro-
pose screening.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Arthur Attenasio, L.L.C.
324 East Broad Street

P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

(908) 233-6013
1 T - 1/26/06, The Leader Fee: $92.31

CLASSIFIEDS
PT MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Needed for our Westfield
and Summit offices. Must
have excellent communication
skills and strong computer skills.
Must be able to work in both
offices. Email resumes to
doctors.jenn@gmail.com or fax
resumes to (908) 518-0140.

DECHICO CONTRACTING

ALL HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Serving the Westfield area since
1987. Stop waiting for someone
to call you back. Get the job done!
Painting, tile work, carpentry,
basements, masonry, decks,
and all home repair needs.

Small jobs welcome.
(908) 232-3867

HOUSECLEANER

Reliable, exp. & local refs.
Houses & Apartments

English speaking & own transp.
Call Christine (908) 527-6261.

Give your home a special touch!

EXECUTIVE APARTMENT

WESTFIELD AREA
Beautiful executive apartment for
rent in lovely wooded area. One
bedroom, sitting room, kitchenette
and bath. DSL computer hookup.
Separate entrance and off street
parking. $1200 month, security
deposit required, references and
credit check. (908) 654-5898

RECEPTIONIST WANTED

Full-Time Receptionist
for local oral surgery office.
No evenings or weekends.

Great pay!
Fax resume to: (908) 232-4662

HOUSEKEEPER

Nice responsible girl with
experience looking for

house cleaning job.
Available any day, flexible.

Please call me!
(201) 813-4599 Agnes

MOVING SALE

Scotch Plains
Saturday, 1/28, 9AM - 4PM

45 Spruce Mill Lane
Sofa, Tables, CD/VCR, Microwave,
Sm Kit Appl, Kit Set,  Entertainment
Ctr, Lamps, Pics, Albums, etc.

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Math SAT,

Calculus, algebra II, study skills.
Joe (908) 781-0888

MEDICAL BILLING

Westfield area medical practice
management company seeks
motivated FT employee to assist
with billing and other related clerical
duties. Some experience a plus. Fax
resume to Paul at (908) 317-6896

DRIVERS

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Do you earn $52k per year?

Do you get 2 days off per week?
Drive Dedicated and, like the rest of out
drivers, you’ll get the pay, time-off, miles,
and benefits you deserve. Current
openings in your area offer familiar
operation- work a set shift delivering to
customer sites within 300 miles of your
home. Average $1,000 per week, $52K
per year, and enjoy 2 days off each
week! Plus, take advantage of our full
benefits options: medical, dental, vision,
prescription, life, 401k retirement and
more! Call today, paid orientation is
available at a service center near you.
Travel and meals are provided. EOE.
Subj to d/s. 6 mos class A exp req.
Dump trailer exp preferred.

1-800-723-0848
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

HELP WANTED

Substitute School Nurse
for special education and alternative
schools located in Westfield and
Scotch Plains. RN License or
school nurse certificate required.
$30. per hour, as needed, up to 6
hours per day. Fax resume to
(908) 233-7432 or mail to:
Edward M. Hartnett, Superinten-
dent, Union County Educational
Services Commission, 45 Cardinal
Drive, Westfield, NJ 07090
AA/EOE

HOME FOR SALE

SOUTHSIDE
SCOTCH PLAINS

Large, spacious, immaculate
3-level home on 1/3 acre next
to golf club. LR w/cath ceil &
fpl, formal DR, lrg FR, 3BR 2
baths,  of f ice,  pat io,  CAC,
hrdwd flrs, updates thruout.
$620,000. (908) 654-4229

OFFICE ASSISTANT PT/FT

Marketing company in Westfield
seeks F/T P/T receptionist admin.
asst. position. Must have good
phone skills, data entry, and
PowerPoint experience. Please
fax resume to (908) 317-9555.

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

DINING ROOM

11 pcs. cherry double pedestal
table, hutch & buffet

with 8 chairs. Still in box.
List $4000 sell $1370.

Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BED

Sleigh bed
with ortho plush mattress set.

New, still  in mfg. plastic.
Value $1000 sell $465.

Call (732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

New Pillow top. Brand name
new in plastic w/warranty
Queen $135, King $190

(732) 259-6690

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Also
needed:  copy editor. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:
edi tor@goleader .com .

OFFICE FOR RENT

Executive Second floor suite
Furnished, $1600/mth

Utlities, Internet, Kitchen,
Shared Conf room, Reception,

Parking Included
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

Are you tired of watching the
game on your old 27” TV set?
Well we have just the answer.
Rent an Infocus LCD Projec-
tor and  watch the game on a
LARGE  screen!!!

Call for details --
WestfieldAV.com
 (732) 801-3200

SUPERBOWL
SUNDAY

HOUSE FOR SALE

Cranford, NJ, Split-Level in pristine
condition, 3 bdrms, 1 ½ bths, living,
dining, eat in kit, playrm, basement
& 1 car garage. Wood floors,
updated interior, scenic bkyrd w/
woods and creek alongside home.
Quiet dead-end street, walking
distance to top rated schools and
community swimming pool. Parks
located throughout town and
public trans. $580,000.00.
Call (908) 276-3762 or email
Antonio.Pataca@pseg.com.

HELP WANTED

Watchung Square Mall
Mature Retail Help Needed

Nights & Weekends
FT & PT Positions

Hourly Wage + Commission
Call Paul (908) 754-4200

BEDROOM SET

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror and

2 nite stands. New in box.
Value $4000 sacrifice $1425.
 Can deliver (732) 259-6690

FIRST / LAST HOUSE

Charming 3 Bd/1Bth ranch on
Stevens Ave. available for quick
sale. Owner relocated. FP, LR,
DR, Kit w/stainless appl. large
unfin. bsmt. First qualified offer. If
you want to live or stay in Westfield
affordably, this may be a last
chance thing. Call  (914) 837-6713
for details. $549,999

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark

(908) 494-5409

ATTENTION!

Polish Cleaning Lady
is looking for new Clients.

Reasonable price
for excellent work.

References and insurance.
(908) 964-5337

LIVE-OUT COMPANION

For Elderly Couple
Cooking, Housekeeping
Driver’s License Needed

Monday - Friday
(908) 451-2554HOUSEKEEPER / BABYSITTER

20 Hours Per Week
Non-Smoker

(908) 233-9507

DINING ROOM SET

Oak Table
With 6 Chairs, Upholstered

Matching Hutch
Nearly Perfect Condition. $800

(908) 233-9507

FURNITURE

Kitchen Table
Whitewash Oak

8 Chairs, Upholstered
Great Condition, $400

(908) 233-9507

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance

repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !

~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

Sylvia to Debut Tomorrow
At First Unitarian Society

IT’S SHOWTIME…Cast members from the romantic comedy Sylvia gear up for
their show’s debut tomorrow, Friday, January 27, at 8 p.m. at the First Unitarian
Society of Plainfield church. Pictured, from left to right, are: Colleen Cohan, John
Schweska, Gina Voegele and Scott Shappell. Performances also will be held at 8
p.m. on Saturday, January 28, and Friday and Saturday, February 3 and 4, and
at 3 p.m. on Sundays, January 29 and February 5.

Book Store Kicks Year
Off With Gordon Ward

WESTFIELD – To kick off their
2006 author event schedule, The Town
Book Store of Westfield is hosting a
meet and greet book signing. On Sat-
urday, February 4, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., New Jersey author Gordon T.
Ward will be in the store to promote
his new book, “Life on the Shoulder:
Rediscovery & Inspiration Along the
Lewis & Clark Trail.”

“Life on the Shoulder” is about a
journey on many levels. It is one that
travels back through time, experienc-
ing the places known and recorded in
the pages of history and the journals
of Lewis and Clark. It is also a jour-
ney through the current American
west.

If unable to attend this event, one
can call and reserve an autographed
copy. For more information call (908)
233-3535.

PLAINFIELD – A. R. Gurney’s
1995 romantic comedy Sylvia will be
the winter production of Act IV, a
community theater group based at
the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield.

The show will be performed at 8
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, Janu-
ary 27 and 28 and February 3 and 4.
Sunday matinees will be held at 3
p.m. on January 29 and February 5.

The play concerns a couple in
midlife transitions, a muddling hus-
band and a wife with rising pros-
pects. After 22 years of family life in
the suburbs, the couple moves to
Manhattan. The husband adopts a
street-smart Lab-poodle mix that his
wife sees as a rival for her affections,
leading to a series of touching com-

plications.
The cast and crew come from nearly

a dozen Central Jersey communities.
Among them are Fanwood residents
Barbara VanSavage, costumes; David
VanSavage, program/tickets and
Kathy Weldy, properties design and
creation.

All performances will take place at
the Parish Theatre in the church, lo-
cated at 724 Park Avenue in Plainfield.
Tickets are $15. For reservations,
please call (908) 756-0750.

Dolan To Present
Future Objectives

WESTFIELD – Dr. Margaret
Dolan, Assistant Superintendent of
Curriculum and Instruction, will
present the board with future cur-
riculum objectives and costs to help
in planning the school district bud-
get for 2006-2007. The meeting will
begin at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street
and will be taped and televised on
Blue Devils Television, Channel 36,
on Thursday at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.,
Saturday at 3 p.m., Sunday at 10
a.m. and Tuesday, January 31 at 8
a.m., 3 p.m., and 11 p.m.

WESTFIELD:
Stone Creek Realty LLC to John G.

and Gayle L. Rotella, 231 Seneca
Place, $1,375,000.

Joseph and Lynn Mudd to Robert
M. and Carolyn J. Slaski, 517 Clark
Street, $1,400,000.

John H. and Eliza K. Taylor to
Kerry and Blake Tucker, 532 Colo-
nial Avenue, $1,153,000.

Bradford T. and Aimee L. Spiers to
Albert J. Shaffer, 633 North Chestnut
Street, $769,000.

Matthew C. and Mary Ann Riley to
Guy and Catherine F. Ferrara, 816
Oak Avenue, $650,000.

Patrick M. and Julia J. Pullicino to
Rodney G. and Judith A. Green, 1
Bradson Court, $1,415,000.

Raymond G. and Sarah R. Bialick
to Nizar and Sonia Souayah, 220
North Chestnut Street, $710,000.

Joel and Monique Millon to
Vladimir and Natalya Lomaka, 630
Maye Street, $584,000.

Weldon Materials, Inc to The Stop
& Shop Supermarket Co., LLC, 233
& 219 Elm Street, $3,200,000.

Josephine Piscitelli to Daniel and
Galit Aronson, 400 First Street,
$425,000.

Lauren A. Bederka to Ryan and
Tara Moore, 407 West Broad Street,
$335,000.

Jerry D. and Carol A. Bonnetti to
Edward Park, 215 South Avenue,
West, $850,000.

Ingrid Heyder to Brian F. Walsh,
515 Trinity Place, $300,000.

Michael Mahoney to Jon and Anne
Turner, 774 Knollwood Terrace,
$1,600,000.

Joseph D. and Nancy Vierno to
Brian and Jennifer Power, 673
Shackamaxon Drive, $806,000.

Brian J. and Jennifer M. Power to
Brian E. Sullivan and Marta Michel,
667 Shackamaxon Drive, $749,000.

Richard F. and Mara Levy to Rich-
ard Buontempo, 947 Summit Avenue,
$710,000.

Joseph K. and Elizabeth Eid to
Mulligan Homes, LLC, 125 Cedar
Street, $595,000.

Colicchio Construction, LLC, to
Michael P. Bayer and Cheryl L. Bayer,
Trustees, 1314 Frances Terrace,
$853,890.

Jeanne C. and William A. Risberg
to Joseph and Patricia Badala, 1149
Tice Place, $600,000.

Rose Rotunda and Glen and Debra
Pacyna to Julie L. Gordon and Yukie
Gordon, 74 Cottage Place, $455,000.

William L. and Jane E. Griffin to
Domenico Petracca and Anne Marie
Arena, 715 Tamaques Way, $570,000.

William E. Millington, 3rd to Lester
Boehm, t/a F.T. Enterprises, 131
Boynton Court, $410,000.

----
Paul M. and Janet S. Somers to

Kenneth Goski, Jr., 168 Madison
Avenue, West, $420,000.

Cirilo R. and Merle C. Encarnacion
to Frederick H. and Cheryl Kurtz, Jr.,
867 Bradford Avenue, $1,500,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Katheryn and Tim Grandinetti, 621
Glen Avenue, $643,000.

Linda R. Dettery to Jeffrey and
Mary Dattilo, 456 Birch Place,
$715,000.

John and Gayle Rotella to Shayn P.
and Deborah A. March, 619 Raymond
Avenue, $901,500.

Rollin T. and Martha H. White, Jr.
to Ralph Rapuano, Frank Altieri and
Allan Chrone, 734 Woodland Av-
enue, $585,000.

Michael K. and Catherine
Gallagher to Cherie L. Bliwise, 225
Woodland Avenue, $2,600,000.

Michael A. and Mary Ann Kirvak
to Rebecca Y. Shum, 850 Winyah
Avenue, $869,000.

Howard and Norine R. Yukon to
Larry J. and Christin S. Svoboda, 711
East Broad Street, $852,000.

Thomas F. and Sarah A. O’Malley
to LMR Investments, LLC, 753 Aus-
tin Street, $415,000.

Brian A. and Jennifer A. Pietrewicz
to Thomas Greeley and Allegra
Quagliariello, 414 Codding Road,
$499,000.

David F. Markman and Robert and
Patricia Markman to Hewitt Associ-
ates, LLC, 515 Trinity Place,
$485,000.

Michael E. and Annette M.
McMahon to Old Republic National
Title Insurance Co., 414 Lenox Av-
enue, $839,000.

Old Republic National Title Insur-
ance Co. to Michael G. and Liana R.
Erickson, 414 Lenox Avenue,
$839,000.

Recent Home Sales

SUMMER RENTAL

North Beach, LBI - Single  Family,
4 Bedrooms, ocean side sundeck
& screened-in porch, garden,
100 ft to beach, $2900/wk in July,
$3200/wk in Aug. Call
(908) 233-6751 after 6:00pm.
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SP Author Allows Readers
To Intensify Spirituality

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Christ-
mas decorations may have only re-
cently been replaced in their boxes
and packed away, but before we know
it, Lent will be here. Those looking to
intensify their spirituality during the
holy season
will find “The
D i s c i p l e ’ s
Comprehen-
sive Toolkit: 15
Tools for Effec-
tive Disciple-
ship” a wel-
come compan-
ion on their
Lenten jour-
neys.

S c o t c h
Plains resident
Karen Edwards
wrote “The
D i s c i p l e ’ s
Comprehen-
sive Toolkit.”
The author, a
member of Lib-
erty Corner
Presbyterian
Church, has ex-
tensive experi-
ence teaching and working with both
adults and teenagers within the Pres-
byterian Church U.S.A.

The idea for the book originally
came to the author as she was prepar-
ing to bid farewell to one of her
church’s pastors, who was leaving to
set up her own church in Pennsylva-
nia.

 “I wanted to present her with some-
thing to encourage her,” said Ms.
Edwards, “so I created a ‘disciple’s
toolkit’ for her.”

The toolkit was a wooden box into
which Ms. Edwards placed various
small items, each representing an as-
pect of discipleship. Marbles, seeds,
a shovel and a Bible were a few of the

items Ms. Edwards placed in the
toolkit.

“It was my way of encouraging her
to reach more people,” she said.

A treasury manager at AT&T, the
author always felt she was stronger in
math than in English. Nevertheless,
at various times in her life, she had

felt called to
write a book.
It was after
preparing a
s e c o n d
toolkit for
another out-
going pastor
that Ms.
Edwards re-
alized that
the book she
had always
longed to
write was
one that was
intertwined
with her
faith.

“ T h e
Disciple’s
Comprehen-
sive Toolkit”
took about
one year to

write. To help her pull the book to-
gether, Ms. Edwards took a writing
class at Union County College.

Ms. Edwards was further encour-
aged to write “The Disciple’s Com-
prehensive Toolkit” when, after re-
searching Christian discipleship, she
learned that there are several books
available that deal with separate is-
sues of discipleship, but no one book
addressed all aspects of effective dis-
cipleship.

“I am a Christian. I asked myself,
‘how can I be a disciple? How can I
help others to develop their strengths
so that discipleship falls in their com-
fort zone?’” she added.

“The Disciple’s Comprehensive
Toolkit” discusses 15 tools for dis-
cipleship and devotes a chapter to
each. Some of the discipleship tools
presented are: prayer, servanthood,
light, and knowledge. The book is
written in an easy-to-understand style,
with each chapter further divided into
sub-headings that invite reflection as
one reads. There are plenty of Bible
verses throughout the book, and each
chapter ends in questions that pro-
vide further spiritual reflection.

Teenagers as well as adults who
wish to apply their faith to disciple-
ship will find many applications in
this book.

Information about purchasing “The
Disciple’s Toolkit” can be found on the
Internet at disciplestoolkit.com. Inter-
ested readers can also find a synopsis of
the book, and directions for creating a
personal toolkit on the website.

Nunsense Auditions
Set for January 29, 30
WESTFIELD –Director Joann

Scanlon has announced that auditions
for Nunsense will be held Sunday and
Monday, January 29 and January 30,
at 7 p.m. in the WCP theater at 1000
North Avenue West in Westfield.

Cast requirements are for five lively,
comedians who can sing and dance,
aged 18 to 80. All have solos and must
have comic timing. One must tap dance
and another must have an Irish accent.

Actresses should come prepared to
sing something up-tempo, (bring
sheet music), and to learn a short
dance routine (bring tap shoes if you
have them). Sides will be provided.

Joann Scanlon is director, Seth
Saltzman is musical director and
Megan Ferentinos is choreographer.
For further information, call the di-
rector at (973) 635-6043.

Show dates for singing, dancing Little
Sisters of Hoboken at Westfield Com-
munity Players are Friday and Saturday
evenings, between April 29 and May 20.

WOODED AREA…Last year’s NJWA Showcase Theater performed Stephen
Sondheim’s Into The Woods. Pictured above, from left to right, are cast members
Jennifer Dilzell of Westfield, Stephanie Helfgott of Edison, Steven Tietgin of
South Plainfield and Derek Rocchini of Cranford.

Showcase Theater Holds
Auditions for Carousel

WESTFIELD – The Showcase
Theater, a summer program of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, is
holding auditions for outstanding
young theater performers, starting
Wednesday, February 1, for an in-
depth summer musical theater-train-
ing program.

Auditions, which can be arranged by
calling Valerie Pineda at (908) 789-9696,
extension 15, will be held at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Require-
ments include performing two varying
musical theater songs from memory and
a movement audition. Please wear proper
attire and bring music in the correct key.
An accompanist will be provided.

Young artists, who will be enrolled in
grades 9 through 12 next September,
can participate in daily acting, voice,
dance and improvisation classes, taught
by professionals who have performed
on and off Broadway and in regional
and international theater. At the conclu-
sion of the session, these young artists
will perform in a fully staged produc-
tion of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
Carousel and in a Broadway Cabaret,
specially produced for the participants.

The musical Carousel has a large
cast and its score reflects some of the
most memorable music written for
the stage. It was the recipient of five
Tony Awards, including Best Musi-
cal Revival in 1994, and was hailed
by Time Magazine as the 1999 Best
Musical of the Century.

The program begins on Monday,

June 26 at the NJWA facility, and
continues on Tuesday, June 27 through
Friday, July 28 during the afternoons
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield. Show dates for Carousel
are the afternoons and evenings of
Thursday and Friday, July 20 and 21,
and the Broadway Cabaret, a musical
theater review showcasing the talents
of the Carousel cast, is slated for the
evening of July 28.

For information on the Showcase
Theater audition, or information on
other NJWA programs, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Junior Musical Club Holds
New Member Auditions

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield is holding audi-
tions for new members on Wednes-
day, February 1, at 7 p.m. The audi-
tions will be held at the home of Jason
Tammam on 1168 Prospect Street in
Westfield.

Members must be in 8th grade or
high school, and they must live in or
near Westfield such that they are
willing to commute to one of these
places once a month to attend meet-
ings and other club activities. They
must currently be studying music
with a teacher. Those who would
like to audition must play two pieces
in front of an audience consisting of
several executive members of the

club.
The performed pieces should be

chosen at the discretion of the musi-
cians, so long as one is from the
Classical period or earlier, and the
other is from either the Romantic or
Modern period. For more informa-
tion, contact Ellen Scariati, the vice-
president of auditions, at (908) 232-
5279.

In addition, the members of the
Junior Musical Club will be perform-
ing in their annual Ensemble Concert
on Sunday, March 5 at 1:30 p.m. The
concert will take place at the First
Baptist Church on 170 Elm Street in
Westfield. This free concert is open to
the public.

Project ’79 Students Argue

Case Before Judge Greenaway
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Ever wonder what
it feels like to be an attorney repre-
senting a case before the Supreme
Court? Fifteen Westfield High School
seniors had the opportunity to act out
this scenario. The students, who are
enrolled in the school’s Project ’79
program, acted as attorneys before a
mock Supreme Court, which con-
sisted of Project ‘79 teachers and the
Honorable Joseph Greenaway, a U.S.
district court judge out of Newark.

Students in Mr. Alan Lantis’ Con-
stitutional Law class named their case
Goodwin vs. Doe, based on the 1982
Supreme Court case Plyler vs. Doe,
in which Superintendent Plyler chal-
lenged a Texas decree which excluded
children of illegal aliens— kids who
were not legally admitted to the Unites
States— the public education to which
American born children are entitled.

As the Project ’79 Constitutional
Law students discovered through their
preparation for last week’s case, the
argument over rights and legal status
of “the more than 27 million illegal
immigrants living more or less per-
manently” in the United States erupted
in the 1970s as many people began
entering the country illegally, cross-
ing the border and living in the south-
western states. The 1970s marked the
beginning of the current crisis in
which corporations employ illegal
aliens for less than human wages.

While Plyler vs. Doe centers around
a Texas law, the adapted Goodwin vs.
Doe focuses on an Arizona law that
authorizes school districts to deny
enrollment to children who have not
been “legally admitted” into America.
This left the school districts with two
options: a) to ban children of illegal
aliens from entering the school dis-
trict, or b) to charge these illegal alien
children tuition.

In Project ‘79’s mock case, the
Smithfield School District of
Arizona’s Apache County chose the
tuition solution, and as a result, class-
action suits were filed against the
Smithfield School District.

The 14th Amendment prevents any
state from denying “to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.” The question
Goodwin vs. Doe raises is: Does the
Equal Protection Clause demand
equal treatment for people who are
not American citizens or who have
entered the United States illegally?

In the appellant corner, Project ’79
seniors Matthew Snowden, Jason
Kealy, Chrissy Daly, Christopher
Gallego, Adam Nassipour, Vincent
Fiorino and John Massa addressed
the Supreme Court, and in the re-
spondent camp students Holly Reed,
Chelsea Saggio, Elizabeth Smith,
Alissa Bowers, Victor Wikander,
Marcus Graham, Jayshawn King, and
Terron Rogers presented their case.

On both sides, the students’ hard
work and passion shone; the kids
were articulate and demonstrated the
crucial ability to think quickly on
their feet.

The Supreme Court cast, led by the
Honorable Joseph Greenaway in the
role of Chief Justice John Roberts,
was also excellent in their capacities
to challenge the students in a way that
surpasses the typical high school
teacher / student relationship; the roles
of the Supreme Court Justices were
played by the creative Project ’79
staff.

For example, when Sandra Day
O’Connor (Maureen Mazzarese,
WHS Student Assistance Counselor)
asked why the illegal immigrant chil-
dren of hardworking parents should
be denied public education, Ms. Daly
didn’t hesitate in her retort.

“I get that they (the parents) are
working but they aren’t paying
taxes… “if they are not paying taxes
they’re stealing,” Ms. Daly sharply
answered.

On the respondent side, Ms. Reed’s
passion and poise was also evident in
her arguments.

Chief Justice Roberts (The Honor-
able Joseph Greenaway) posed the
question are immigrants immediately
entitled to the rights of American
born citizens the instant they set foot
on American soil?

Ms. Reed’s response was that kids
shouldn’t “pay for their father’s mis-
takes.”

“They’re (illegal alien children)
victims; not transgressors,” she stated.

The respondent camp argued that
all of society will suffer, ultimately, if
illegal alien kids are not provided
with proper education.

This discussion elicited poignant
remarks from Clarence Thomas, (vice
principal Noah Tennant).

“At which point can you point the
finger at the individual?” he asked.
He urged people who are born into
unfortunate circumstances to “rise
up.”

“I believe that’s why I’m sitting
here,” he powerfully stated.

Ultimately in Goodwin vs. Doe,
the Supreme Court ruled six to three
in favor of the respondents; interest-
ingly, in the real life Plyler vs. Doe
the Supreme Court ruled five to four
that illegal alien children are entitled
to a free public education.

Judge Greenaway exuberantly
praised the Project ’79 students and
educators who participated in
Goodwin vs. Doe. He said he was
delighted in the way the kids worked
together, and commented that with
every challenging question posed to
the students, he could “see the wheels
turning.”

“You should be proud of your-
selves; you all worked very hard and
it shows. It’s clear that we have some
leaders in the making.”

The federal judge also commended
the teachers for their “piercing” ques-
tions.

Project ‘79, named for the year it
was created at WHS, is described
by its directors as a “specialized
alternative program stressing aca-
demic and social development.” The
‘79 curriculum offers small class
sizes and a nurturing environment
that promotes equality amongst stu-
dents instead of separating them
based on academic strengths and
weaknesses.

“Project ’79 is like a community,”
explained senior Elizabeth Smith.

Other students noted that Project
’79 is based on mutual respect and
openness without the nervousness that
often goes hand in hand with making
presentations and expressing ideas in
a typical larger classroom.

Mr. Lantis, a 34-year Westfield
School district teacher, has been the
Coordinator of Project ’79 since its
inception 27 years ago.

“Project ’79 is designed to get these
kids more self-confident and pre-
pared,” he said.

E-town Gas Funds
County State Scholars
COUNTY – The Business Coali-

tion for Educational Excellence
(BCEE) at the New Jersey Chamber
of Commerce and Elizabethtown Gas,
a subsidiary of AGL Resources
(NYSE: ATG), have joined forces to
support the State Scholars NJ Pro-
gram to help ensure that middle and
high school students in Union County
challenge themselves to help prepare
for their futures in either college or
the workplace.

Elizabethtown Gas recently do-
nated $15,000 to the BCEE to fund
Union County’s participation and re-
cently hosted a program kick-off
meeting with Union County educa-
tors at the company’s headquarters,
1085 Morris Avenue in Union.

The cornerstone of the BCEE’s
Learn Do Earn (LDE) family of pro-
grams, the State Scholars NJ Program,
defines a menu of courses that stu-
dents should take in school. The course
of study for the State Scholars Pro-
gram includes: four years of English,
three years of math (Algebra I and II,
and Geometry), three years of lab sci-
ence (Biology, Chemistry, and Phys-
ics), three years of social studies, one
semester of economics, and two years
of the same foreign language.

Beechwood Announces
2006-2007 Registration

MOUNTAINSIDE – Beechwood
School in Mountainside has an-
nounced that registration for its 2006-
2007 kindergarten classes will be held
in February. The Mountainside school
district offers a full-day kindergarten
program to residents of the borough.
Children being registered must be
five years of age by Sunday, October
1.

Parents are requested to contact
Lynne Ciasulli at (908) 301-9107,
extension 100 to request a registra-
tion packet. Completed packets along
with original birth certificates and
proof of residency (tax bill, deed or
lease) should be brought to the main
office on Tuesday, February 21
through Thursday, February 23 be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Once completed registration pa-
pers are returned, an appointment will
be scheduled for the kindergarten
screening, which will take place
Monday, May 8 through Wednesday,
May 10. Kindergarten teachers, a
speech therapist and an occupational
therapist will conduct the screenings.
Barbara Komoroski, Mountainside
School district’s guidance counselor,
will assist with the screenings.

Bucknell Announces Dean’s List

ELECTRICITY IN THE AIR…Franklin Elementary third grader Tomasso
Wagner portrayed Ben Franklin during a skit created and performed by third
and fourth graders to highlight Ben Franklin’s many accomplishments and mark
the occasion of his 300th birthday on January 17.

Franklin Students
Honor Namesake

WESTFIELD –Students at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield gathered together for a
school-wide assembly to honor their
school’s namesake, Benjamin
Franklin, on the anniversary of his
300th birthday on January 17.

Third and fourth graders developed
and performed a “Happy Birthday
Ben” skit, highlighting his many ac-
complishments with Tomasso Wagner
as Ben Franklin and other students
portraying Franklin staff members
such as Erin Fox as principal Dr. Fleck.

Second graders worked with their
teachers to compose lyrics and per-
form a personalized birthday song
sung to the “Chariots of Fire” theme
by Vangelis. Birthday balloons deco-
rated the school’s entryway and each
student received a special bookmark
commemorating that Ben Franklin
founded the first library.

AREA – Bucknell University has
released the dean’s list for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the
fall semester of the 2005-2006 aca-
demic year. A student must earn a
grade point average of 3.5 or higher
on a scale of 4.0 to receive Dean’s
List recognition. Those students are:

Nina Baker of Scotch Plains, daugh-
ter of Stephen and Marjorie Baker,
and a 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; Lyndsay Cou-
ture of Westfield, daughter of Daniel
and Joanne Couture, and a 2005 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School; Steven
Doremus of Scotch Plains, son of Bruce
and Donna Doremus, and a 2003
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Ashley Flood, Westfield,
daughter of John and Marianne Flood,
and a 2004 graduate of Lawrenceville
School; Alexandra Fredas, Fanwood,
daughter of Andrew and Bonnie
Fredas, and a 2005 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School; Michael
Heinrich of Scotch Plains, son of Roger
and Beverly Heinrich, and a 2002
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Mariela Lemus of Scotch
Plains, daughter of Edmundo and
Marta Lemus, and a 2005 graduate of
Mount Saint Mary Academy; Elisabeth
Salemme of Westfield, daughter of
Joseph and Karen Salemme, and a
2002 graduate of Westfield High

School, and Renee Souris of Scotch
Plains, daughter of Nickolaus and
Eileen Souris, and a 2002 graduate of
Mount Saint Mary Academy.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Tristan & Isolde:  Takes On
Task of Mythic Proportions

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

One of the most heralded love sto-
ries of all time, the starting place of
English literature, and a quick history
lesson in the transition of Western
Civilization from Roman Empire to
nation state, it’s all here in Tristan &
Isolde. Well, almost.

All in all, it’s pretty big stuff. After
seeing it, you might even be able to
say you actually read the legendary
tale, perhaps fool folks the rest of
your life. Impress your chiropractor.
So, that’s one reason to see this movie.

But what 20th Century Fox was
doubtlessly counting on when it gave
the go-ahead to director Kevin
Reynolds for this largely colorful and
romantic rendering of the folkloric
tale is a lot older than history and
literature. And that’s chemistry: spe-
cifically the sort exuded by James
Franco. The thinking being that twelve
million babysitters can’t be wrong.

In other words, if you’re among
those inclined to swoon at the sight of
this apparent hottie, this is your ticket.
Portraying the male title role, Mr.
Franco is evidently swoon material
aplenty. His first appearance brought
a gasp from the teen-aged girls who
populated our viewing audience. Talk
about waiting to exhale. And you
thought all of that went out with Paul
Newman.

Problem is, there’s the rest of us to
consider. Aside from providing this
sociological note of interest to mov-
iegoers who’ve moved on to more, er,
erudite reasons for their film choices,
the matinee idol thing can’t rescue
Tristan & Isolde from its flaws, tragic
or otherwise. None of which is to say
that the story isn’t engaging once
director Kevin Reynolds finally gets
all his heavyweight themes lumber-
ing along at full oxen pace.

However, progenitor of countless
love stories that it may be, the classic
triangle plays rather tepidly. The for-
bidden affair de coeur between
Tristan, principal liege to Marke, fu-
ture king of England, and Isolde, prin-
cess of Ireland, pales in comparison
to the slightest television soap opera

today. Even stranger, there’s less
magic and voodoo.

All of which points out a telling
conundrum, a virtual barrel at the
knees of what we suspect is a well-
intentioned director. Filmmaker
Reynolds, faced with picking and
choosing what aspects of the story
should be authentic and which would
better serve the film by being
contemporized, nobly but oddly goes
the chivalric love route to intertwine
his trysters’ destinies.

It is indeed a bold stroke, certain to
please, in part at least, that curious
amalgam of literature and history by
which we judge any retelling of our
epic poems and myths. And it might
very well be that director Reynolds
will get a letter from his professor of
English, commending him on how he
handled this aspect of the movie.

However, those not overly con-
cerned with formal tradition will find
that the resultant subtlety fails to light
up the screen. After all, it’s touted as
one of the greatest love stories of all
time. Before “Romeo & Juliet” there
was Tristan & Isolde, the advertise-
ments enticingly read. Hence, it just
doesn’t do that this love affair is less
convincing than the one portrayed in
“When Harry Met Sally” (1989).

There are stimulating battle scenes,
scads of Byzantine backbiting and
lots of guilt-ridden reproaching to
accompany the storied love affair.
But, in the words of song stylist Peggy
Lee, we are still wont to ask, “Is that
all there is?” Missing is that certain
something.

You’d think the biggest challenge
facing director Reynolds would be to
maintain suspense despite an inevi-
table conclusion. Yet, he does a fairly
nice job of inflaming the tension none-
theless. Too bad he couldn’t ignite a
similar passion in the consequently
star-crossed duo who portray his
Tristan & Isolde.

WF Mayor Proclaims
Catholic Schools Week
WESTFIELD –Westfield Mayor

Andrew Skibitsky issued an official
proclamation noting that Catholic
Schools Week will be marked from
Sunday, January 29 to Saturday, Feb-
ruary 4, at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield. The decree in-
cluded the fact that Holy Trinity is
now is its 90th year of service to the
Westfield community by noting, “The
school and its students are a source of
value, pleasure and pride in the Town
of Westfield.”

The proclamation also stated that
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
“is committed not only to the devel-
opment of academic excellence and
principles of citizenship, but to the
teaching of religion and life values.”

Area students named to
Syracuse Dean’s List
AREA – Sara Beckerman and

Michael Zahler were named to the
Syracuse University Dean’s List for
the fall 2005 semester. To qualify for
the Dean’s List, students must
achieve at least a 3.4 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale) during the
semester.

Sara, of Scotch Plains, is a junior
majoring in Communication Sciences
and Disorders.

Michael, of Westfield, is a sopho-
more majoring in Arts and Sciences.

* * * * * * *
Tristan & Isolde, rated PG-13, is a

20th Century Fox release directed by
Kevin Reynolds and stars Sophia
Myles, James Franco and Rufus
Sewell. Running time: 125 minutes.

Seeger Named To
Hamilton Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the

son of Susan and Geoffrey Seeger of
Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Hamilton College for
the 2005 fall semester.

A student must achieve a grade point
average of 90 or above during the term
to be placed on the Dean’s List.

Daniel, a senior majoring in Chem-
istry, is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Karen Edwards

See It All In Color
At www.goleader.com
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FLY Set to Return
To County Arts Center

RAHWAY – The Union County
Arts Center will present Fly in Con-
cert on Saturday, February 11, at 8
p.m.

Fly, a contemporary dance com-
pany from Houston, Tex. consists of
five young men who perform under
the direction of choreographer Kathy
Wood. The Fly Dance Company
crosses street dance with classical
choreographic principles.

Tickets are $15 and may be pur-
chased by calling (732) 499-8226 or
online by visiting the website at
www.UCAC.org. Tickets may also
be purchased in person at the ticket
central box office located at the cor-
ner of 1601 Irving Street and Central
Avenue in Rahway.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Saturday, January 28, The The-
ater Project of Union County Col-
lege will resume its monthly series
of free performances with a staged
reading of End of the World Button.
The reading will be followed by a
discussion with the playwright (S.
W. Senek of West Orange), director,
actors and audience. The 3 p.m. per-
formance will be held in the atrium
in the Student Commons, 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford. See
if Harry pushes or not. Visit
www.TheTheaterProject.com for
more information, or call the box
office at (908) 659-5189.

* * * * * * *
Let’s face it, we’re not all Super

Bowl fans. An alternative activity that
day will be a one-day workshop for
crocheters at Studio 16 in Warren.
Learn to make a freeform fabric by
crocheting small shapes and struc-
tures in two and three dimensions.
Bring your own scraps and make a
“scrumbles” for your jean jacket col-
lar, as a pin, or for a wall hanging. The
class will cost $60, and it will be held,
naturally, on Sunday, February 5, from
1 to 5 p.m. Get more information by
visiting www.studio16online.com, or
calling (908) 769-7417.

* * * * * * *
The 17th annual Garden State

Home Show will be held on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, February 3 to
5, at the Garden State Convention
Center in Somerset. It’s a great place
to get ideas, with more than 250 ex-
hibitors featuring everything for the
home from security systems to furni-
ture. Adult admission is $9, with a
discount coupon available online. Go
to: http://www.macevents.com, where
you will also find hours and direc-
tions.

* * * * * * *
Helikon Opera’s version of Johann

Strauss’s Die Fledermaus will be at
the State Theatre in New Brunswick
on Thursday, February 2, at 8 p.m. A
soap opera plot set to waltz melodies
should keep most entertained. Seats
are $25 - $55. Call (732) 246-SHOW
or order online by visiting: http://
www.statetheatrenj.org, where you
can also listen to a sound byte.

* * * * * * *
Celebrate Mardi Gras at NJPAC

with the sounds of La Bottine
Souriante. This is their debut perfor-
mance here of this nine-member en-
semble that fuses traditional French
North American roots music with jazz,
salsa, swing, Celtic and folk. Tickets
are available for the performance on
Saturday, February 4, at 7:30 p.m. for
$37. Log onto: http://www.njpac.org
to select your seats.

Get Outta’
The House

MFA Work Focuses On Nature
At Summit’s Visual Arts Center
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The artistic endeavors
of five Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
candidates are currently being show-
cased at the newly renovated Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey (VACNJ)
in Summit.

The presentation is entitled “First
Look 2006” and it is the third exhibit
in VACNJ’s Emerging Artists Se-
ries. All of the artists participating in
the exhibit are studying for their
MFA degree in New Jersey. They
include: Todd Doney from New Jer-
sey City University; Stephen
Shingler from Montclair State Uni-
versity; Neil Callander and Jeffrey
Thompson from Rutgers University’s
Mason Gross School of the Arts and
Lydia Viscardi from William Pater-

son University.
The artistic pieces represented in

“First Look 2006” are dominated pri-
marily by themes related to nature.
Birds, bodies of water and trees are a
few of the common ideas running
through the exhibit, which consists of
media as widely diverse as crocheted
doilies and petroleum jelly.

Trees and the cycle of life they
represent inspire Mr. Shingler, who

was born in Florida and received
his Bachelor of Fine Arts from
Ringling School of Art and Design
in Sarasota. His watercolor on vel-
lum, “Tree Study,” from his “Fallen
Tree” series, is part of the Emerging
Artists Series. At first, the painting
appears stark and barren, but upon
closer inspection, the beauty of its
simplicity shines through.

“I watch as a tree falls in the
woods and new growth takes over
what was once alive. That process
is what I hope to invoke in my work,”
he said.

Mr. Doney, a Chicago native, is
also fascinated by trees, as evidenced
by his “Tree Series,” in which he
sees a juxtaposition of the “authen-
ticity of the real world and the com-
munication of the artist’s experi-
ence.”

The trees in Mr. Doney’s series are
not fallen, as in Mr. Shingler’s work,
but stand upright bold and beauti-
fully. They, too, might appear stark
were it not for the soft interplay of
light that bathes the trees, sky and
groundcover.

Birds are the subject of Ms.
Viscardi’s contribution to “Emerg-
ing Artists.” Many of her bird sculp-
tures are cloaked in delicate cro-
cheted shawls, which the artist uses
to emphasize “the fragility of life
and the elusive nature of emotions.”
This statement is played out most
dramatically in her 12-foot-high “Ca-
ressing Death” mixed media sculp-
ture, which is suspended from the
gallery’s ceiling. Encased in a cage
that is reminiscent of a Christmas
tree, this piece of art is both beauti-
ful as well as frightening at the same
time.

Mr. Callander uses petroleum jelly
to portray waves in his oil on muslin
entitled “The Waves.” This medium
provides a life-like aspect to the paint-
ing, giving it a three dimensional
quality.

While strolling from one piece of
artwork to another, the viewer is ser-
enaded by a soothing woman’s voice

repeating a litany of mouth-watering
delicacies ad infinitum. This is Mr.
Thompson’s “Desert Menu,” a unique
sound recording that he believes cre-
ates “wholly new experiences from
common objects and phenomenon.” I
must admit that it provided an inter-
esting sound byte backdrop as I stud-
ied the other artists’ work. It also
made me crave chocolate.

“First Look 2006: Emerging Art-
ist Series” is curated by Denise Cali
and Mari D’Alessandro, and is lo-
cated in the center’s Palmer Gallery.
The exhibit will be open until Fri-
day, February 3. Gallery hours are
Monday through Friday from 10:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays and
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
VACNJ is located at 68 Elm Street in
Summit. For more information, con-
tact the center at (908) 273-9121 or
log onto itsnew website:
www.artcenternj.org.
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The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national 
program is designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions.  
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

DAVID WROE
Music Director

SAT., FEB. 11th, 2006 8PM
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

MY MUSICAL VALENTINE

SPECIAL OFFER
CHILDREN AND STUDENTS $5 WITH PURCHASE OF ADULT TICKET!

BERNSTEIN Candide Overture
THE NEW COLOSSUS world premiere

PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet 
Symphonic Suite

This flyer has been made possible through the generosity of COMERCE BANK, 560 North Ave E. Westfield NJ 07090

call 908 232 9400 for tickets 
or email us at 

WSO@westfieldsymphony.org

42nd Street To Debut
March 17 at SPFHS

SCOTCH PLAINS – Prepara-
tions are underway at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School for
the Friday, March 17 debut of 42nd
Street.

A song-and-dance extravaganza
based on the classic 1933 movie
musical of the same name, 42nd
Street. concerns the story of a suc-
cessful producer putting on what may
be his last show. In the last moment,
his leading lady is injured and must
be replaced by a novice.

Leading the cast will be seniors
Caitlin Delaney as Dorothy Brock,
Brian Glassett as Jullian Marsh and
junior Sarah Marable as Peggy Saw-
yer. Tickets will be available for
purchase at the high school begin-
ning Wednesday, February 15, on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. Performances will be
on the evenings of March 17, 18, 19
and 23, 24 and 25. All performances
will be at 8 p.m. except for Sunday,
March 19, which will be held at 3
p.m.

Choral Arts Society Delivers
Two Generations of Bach

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Music Director
James Little conducted the chorus and
orchestra of The Choral Arts Society
of New Jersey (CAS) in a concert of
Magnificats by J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
and his second son, Carl Philipp
Emanuel (1714-1788), on January 21
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Both pieces are the only
renditions of the text by either com-
poser from the Gospel according to St.
Luke, 1: 46-55.

Additionally, both compositions
were scored for four solo voices. Ellen
Goff Entriken (soprano), Sharon
Morrison (mezzo-soprano), Matthew
Hughes (tenor) and Dale Livingston
(bass) were the featured soloists. With
less than a week’s notice, Ms.
Morrison filled in for Luthien
Brackett, who was temporarily ill.

Other than a fundamental poly-
phonic (many independent voices)
versus homophonic (single melody
with harmony) stylistic difference
between the two works, the most strik-
ing contrast was their relative dura-
tion. C.P.E. Bach’s version was nearly
twice the length of his father’s com-
position, and the younger Bach re-
sorted to much more repetition. Both
compositions had at least one solo
per voice, and both contained an alto
and tenor duet. J.S. Bach wrote an
additional aria for soprano.

Both pieces are challenging to per-
form for any ensemble. J.S. Bach’s
polyphonic writing is difficult by defi-
nition, as every section must know its
part cold. But the elder Bach seemed
to have a better idea of what the
tessitura (general range) of a vocal
part should be. The absolute range
required for both chorus and soloists
to sing C.P.E. Bach’s piece seemed
almost sadistic by comparison. The
sopranos needed high B’s in the clos-
ing fugue, and the tessitura for some
of the solo parts seemed excessively
demanding.

But the performances came across
solidly due to the enthusiasm of the
singers and inspired conducting.
There is no question that the CAS
chorus members enjoy themselves,
and they sing with the confidence of
a group that has rehearsed extensively.

There were a few minor ensemble
issues. There were several occasions
in which the trumpet section over-
shadowed the chorus and the rest of
the orchestra. C.P.E. Bach’s piece at
times had the horns doubling the trum-
pet parts, which made the problem
even more pronounced. Near the end
of the concert, a significant number
of high notes missed their mark due
to lip fatigue by one or more of the
trumpet players. The organist, who
played from behind the chorus, had
absolutely no view of the conductor.
That logistical disadvantage may have
caused the accompaniment to lag

behind a soloist at least once.
Sadly, the tenor section had lost

one of its members, Donald Bleeke,
to whom the concert was dedicated.
Only six tenors were remaining for
this concert. They did an outstanding
job for such a small section.

The soloists all performed very
well, and at times, brilliantly. Ms.
Entriken, whose lovely lyric soprano
voice has never disappointed this lis-
tener, sounded particularly beautiful
with her astounding breath control,
which gave her a smooth legato line
and elegant, sensitive phrasing. Ms.
Morrison was at her best when sing-
ing solo, as she is a polished singer
with an even sound throughout the
mezzo range. Her voice is most at-
tractive in her upper range, where it
has more brilliance than in the middle.
She did not mesh quite as well when
singing in duet with Mr. Hughes,
whose open and bright timbre sound
tended to overshadow her darker tone.

Mr. Hughes had his work cut out
for him in J.S. Bach’s Deposuit
potentes. The nearly non-stop col-
oratura (featuring rapid and virtuosic
passages) aria is a showcase for any
singer. Although he hardly tossed it
off, as the elder Bach barely gave the
soloist time to breathe, he sang it
expertly and fluidly. The tenor aria in
C.P.E. Bach’s composition sounded
uncharacteristically less taxing for
the soloist, who was even given some
extended rest periods where the or-
chestra played alone.

Mr. Livingston’s true bass voice
was perfectly suited for the
declamatory Quia fecit aria in J.S.
Bach’s work. The range required for
the Fecit potentiam aria in C.P.E.’s
piece would have taxed any bass, as it
rose up to F sharp above middle C,
near the top of a baritone’s range. Mr.
Livingston had the note, but he had to
temporarily leave his dark timbre
behind to reach it. The fairly rapid
aria also required the singer to move
his voice much more quickly than in
J.S. Bach’s version, and that was no
problem for him.

The soloists, having completed their
solo assignments, joined the chorus in
singing the final fugue at the end of
C.P.E. Bach’s piece. It was a rousing
ending to a concert that pleased a rapt
audience who came to hear great mu-
sic and got two generations worth.

Brad and Elena Tinfow for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACH TO BACH...At the end of the Choral Arts Society concert, the soloists joined in with the chorus in singing the final fugue
in C.P.E. Bach’s Magnificat. Music Director James Little is pictured on the podium facing the chorus and orchestra. The soloists
in front, pictured from left to right, are: Sharon L. Morrison, mezzo-soprano,
Matthew Hughes, tenor, Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano, and Dale Livingston, bass.

Washington School
Performs Reunion

WESTFIELD – The Washington
School Players (Washington School
parents) will perform in The Incred-
ible, Super Reunion. This marks the
58th year of the annual fundraiser for
the school. Tickets are available for
$9 for the Friday, January 27 or Sat-
urday, January 28 performances (both
at 8 p.m.). Tickets can be ordered
online at Reuniontix@aol.com.

Floor Sculpture by Stephen Shingler

Cagebird by Lydia Viscardi

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

WINTER SESSIONS STILL FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield


