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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

Freeholder Sullivan Elected
Chairman of NJTPA Board
AREA – Union County Freeholder

Daniel Sullivan was elected chair-
man of the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority (NJTPA) at
NJTPA’s Board of Trustees January 9
meeting. The NJTPA creates long-
term transportation
plans and oversees in-
vestment of federal sur-
face transportation
funding for 13 counties
in northern and central
New Jersey.

“It is a challenging
time for our region,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “Though
there is much work to
be done to maintain our
transportation system
and make it more effi-
cient, the state faces a
troubling fiscal crisis in
terms of funding for road, rail and
other transportation projects. Never-
theless, the NJTPA will continue to
call for increased, more stable trans-
portation funding, and we will con-
tinue to plan for the future.”

The NJTPA board also selected its
executive committee at the meeting.
In addition to Freeholder Sullivan,
the elected members are Sussex
County Freeholder Susan Zellman,
first vice chairman; Bergen County
Executive Dennis McNerney, second
vice chairman, and Hudson County
Executive Thomas DeGies, secretary.
In accordance with NJTPA by-laws,
Freeholder Sullivan appointed War-
ren County Freeholder John DiMaio
to the position of third vice-chair-
man.

In addition, Passaic County Free-
holder Director Elease Evans joined
the NJTPA board.

Freeholder Sullivan is a veteran of
the NJTPA board of trustees and of

Union County government. He has
been a Union County freeholder for
over a decade and served as the free-
holder board’s chairman in 1998 amd
2000.

He has been an advocate for sev-
eral key transportation
and land use improve-
ments in Union County,
including the Cross
County Rail Link and
the Kapkowski Road
area redevelopment
project in Elizabeth
near the Jersey Gardens
Mall.

Freeholder Sullivan
began his public service
career when he was
elected to the Elizabeth
Board of Education in
1993. He served as

president and vice- president of the
board and chairman of the finance
committee. He is employed as direc-
tor of agency operations for the New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission.
He is a graduate of Seton Hall Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in
government. He and his wife, Connie,
have three children – Brendan, Kristen
and Daniel.

The NJTPA is the metropolitan
planning organization (MPO) for 13
northern New Jersey Counties. Un-
der federal legislation, MPOs pro-
vide a forum where local officials,
public transportation providers and
state agency representatives can co-
operatively plan to meet the region’s
current and future transportation
needs. MPOs also establish the
region’s eligibility to receive federal
tax dollars for transportation projects.

The NJTPA board consists of one
local elected official from each of the
13 counties in the region (Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Ocean, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex,
Union and Warren), and the cities of
Newark and Jersey City.

The board also includes a repre-
sentative of the governor’s office, the
Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation, the
executive directors of NJ Transit and
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, and a citizens’ represen-
tative appointed by the governor.

County to Close on Purchase
Of Parcel In Berkeley Hts.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County officials
announced last Thursday that comple-
tion of the $13 million purchase of a
17-acre industrial site located on
Snyder Avenue and Stratford Drive in
Berkeley Heights is imminent.

The county plans to redevelop the
property with playing fields and a
recreational area. Berkeley Heights
plans to build a senior citizens center
on a section of the land.

Director of Finance Lawrence
Caroselli said the county expected to
close on the property last week. The
county will pay $8 million and Ber-
keley Heights $5 million.

Mr. Caroselli said the remediation
of the property, to be paid for by the
current owner, would not occur until
the transaction is completed. He said
the cleanup plan has been approved
by the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), and the
current owner would have a year to
complete the remediation. The Snyder
Avenue property contains two vacant
industrial buildings, which housed
Shaw Plastics and the former Barry
Oil Service/ Duffy Fuels facility.

It was announced that the contract
for two roads projects has decreased
as less work and/or materials were
needed. One of the projects, the re-
placement of the Cooper Road Bridge

in Scotch Plains, was reduced $76,335
to $579,219. Redevelopment of the
Route 82/Morris Avenue bridge over
the Rahway River in Springfield and
Union was reduced $46,107 to
$150,095.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
was happy to see that projects “went
extremely well at significant savings.”

“On time and under budget — two
words you love to hear,” he added.

The county will soon begin twi-
light tee-offs at county golf courses.
Director of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities Charles Sigmund said the
tee-offs would begin at 4:30 p.m. at a
reduced rate, as only nine holes would
be played given the late hour. He said
peak golf times are 6 to 10 a.m. on
weekdays.

“But when you approach afternoon
(tee-offs), you see a significant drop off
during weekdays,” Mr. Sigmund said.

Per a request by Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella, a resolu-
tion approving a $1.1 million utility
system upgrade for the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville/Glenside Park in Ber-
keley Heights was pulled pending more
information. Feltville, included as part
of the county’s parks system, was a
thriving mill town in the mid-1800s.

Mr. Sigmund said he would pro-
vide a project overview at the Thurs-
day, January 26 meeting for the board
to take official action if it so chooses.

Lighting System Upgrade
Reduces County Energy Costs

ELIZABETH —The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that an upgrade of lighting
systems at several county facilities
will save the county $40,000 to
$70,000 in annual energy costs.

The Lighting Systems Renovation
Project will also earn the county more
than $50,000 in rebates through the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities’
Office of Clean Energy’s SmartStart
Buildings program.

“These lighting upgrades and re-
bate incentives are perfect examples
of the county’s continuing efforts to
reduce operating costs and use energy

more effectively,” said Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella.

New high-efficiency lighting fixtures
were installed at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights and
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions building in Elizabeth. Installa-
tion of new fixtures is currently in
progress at the Union County jail in
Elizabeth.

The SmartStart Buildings rebate
the county received for the lighting
improvements at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital is $17,046.60. The re-
bates for the upgrades at the other
buildings are being processed.

All newly constructed and refur-
bished county buildings, including
the engineering building in Scotch
Plains and the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside, also
feature the energy-saving light fix-
tures. Rebates for these projects are
also being processed.

LABIB E. RIACHI, MD
Obstetrics/Gynecology, Urogynecology

A urogynecologist on staff at Trinitas Hospital,
Dr. Riachi provides a full range of obstetrical/
gynecological services, and is a national
leader in performing minimally-invasive 
surgical treatment of female incontinence 

and vaginal prolapse.  

Dr. Riachi also 
maintains an 

office at: 
Trinitas Medical 
Office Building

240 Williamson St.
Elizabeth, NJ

JOSEPH D. ALKON, MD

Chief of the Division of Plastic & Reconstructive
Surgery at Trinitas Hospital, Dr. Alkon offers
advanced surgical procedures and expert
care  in  a l l  aspec t s  o f  recons t ruc t i ve  
surgery, body contouring, breast surgery 

and facial aesthetics.  

Dr. Alkon also 
maintains an 

office at: 
640 N. Broad St. 

Elizabeth, NJ

Cosmetic/Reconstructive Surgery

are pleased to announce the expansion of their hospital
practices to a new office located at:

128 South Euclid Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908)928-1234 (908) 928-9300

Labib E. Riachi, MD
Urogynecology, 
Trinitas Hospital

Joseph D. Alkon, MD
Chief, Division of Plastic &

Reconstructive Surgery, 
Trinitas Hospital

225 Williamson Street
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

WESTFIELD — Cub Scouts of
Westfield’s Pack 270 received a VIP
behind-the-scenes tour of the
Westfield police station courtesy of
Detective Greg Hobson of the Juve-
nile Bureau. Later, firefighters Chris
Love and Kevin McCormack escorted
the scouts throughout the Westfield
Fire Department headquarters.

Detective Hobson conducted a
safety discussion and escorted the
scouts through most of the police
station. The boys were especially in-
terested in the state-of-the-art com-
munications center where there is an
electronic map of the entire town.

All police vehicles are equipped
with (global position) GPS systems
that constantly report their location
to the communications center. Using
this system, the chief and police dis-
patchers can coordinate police, fire
department and rescue squad mem-
bers in any emergency.

The boys saw the fully-equipped
weight room where police officers
maintain their physical training. Af-
terward, they were taken on a tour of
the jail cells and new fingerprint iden-
tification systems.

At the fire department, the boys
were instructed on fire safety and
given a demonstration of all the equip-

ment used by the fire department to
put out fires and rescue people trapped
after a car accident. As part of fire
safety, the boys reviewed with
Firefighter Love their escape plans
for their homes that they prepared
and practiced with their families.

A key but often overlooked lesson
the boys learned was that a firefighter,
when fully dressed to go into a burning
house, can appear scary especially to
young children. The boys were asked
to make sure to tell their brothers and
sisters that they really are there to save
lives. The scouts were fascinated to
know that the firehouse is always
manned, day and night, 365 days a
year. Last year, the  department re-
sponded to almost 2,000 calls includ-
ing helping the rescue squad and aid-
ing neighboring towns.

The scouts learned that Westfield
has a very professional corps of po-
lice officers and firefighters. They
were interested in learning that both
Firefighter Love’s father and grand-
father were Westfield firefighters and
that he is carrying on a long family
tradition of service to the town.

 Detective Hobson is also active in
the community during his off hours.
He is an umpire for the town’s youth
baseball program.

Scouts Get Finger-printed
By Police And Tour WFFD

CUBS ARE BEST…The cub scouts of Den 14, Pack 72 visit The Westfield Leader
and The  Times office on Thursday, January 19. The scouts and their sisters
include: Ian, Brady, Danny, Andrew P., Andrew M., Will, Anna, Kate, Jackie and
Matthew. They toured the premises and learned about the paper’s history.
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VIP TOUR…Cub Scouts of Pack 270 received a VIP tour of the Westfield Police
Station by Detective Greg Hobson. Later, firemen Chris Love and Kevin
McCormack escorted the scouts throughout the fire department headquarters.
See story on page 2.

Report Card For
New Jersey Schools

The 2005 New Jersey School Re-
port Card database will be posted by
the state on its website at noon,
February 1.

Dan Sullivan


