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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING THIS  SUMMER...Workmen are busy in Westfield on Broad Street at the
intersection with Central and Mountain AvenuesTuesday while preparing for the
installation of the long-planned traffic light by the county at the heavily traveled
location across from the Rialto Theatre. The project, which is expected to be
completed by the end of the summer, will maintain existing traffic paterns. Three sets
of red, yellow and green signals will be visable at all approaches to the intersection.
Pedestrian crosswalks will be improved and traffic islands added. Mountain Avenue
headed towards Mountainside will be narrowed and traffic flow at Elm and Broad
Broad Streets will be improved with the removal of several parking spaces.

Westfield Ave. Subdivision
OK’d; Use Change Denied

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board approved one
subdivision application and denied a
change of use application at its brief
meeting on Monday evening.

Glen Koleda was granted permis-
sion to subdivide the lot at 2270
Westfield Avenue into two lots, de-
molish an existing home and build
new homes on the two newly-created
lots, which are located two blocks
east of Westfield Road.

The board also denied an applica-
tion by Peter Ng, who sought to
convert a single-family home at
1811 East Second Street into a
beauty salon. The building, which
is situated between a convenience
store and a two-story office build-
ing, has no on-site parking besides
a small driveway built to serve the
residence, and board members were
reluctant to grant Mr. Ng’s applica-
tion for a change in use mainly
because of a lack of parking for
clients.

Parking on East Second Street is
limited to one hour, and the nearest
municipal lots are across the street

behind the CVS pharmacy and
around the corner next to the mu-
nicipal building.

At the board’s February 13 meet-
ing, representatives from Union
County and a private company will
be present to discuss their plans for
the planned working farm the
county that will open on the former
Sevell property on Cooper Road.
Green Meadows Children’s Farm
Co. plans to lease of about 22 acres
that will be turned into an interac-
tive educational and recreational
facility with farm-related exhibits,
tours, pony rides, hayrides and pic-
nic grounds.

Some township officials have ex-
pressed concerns about the opera-
tion of the site, which is located in a
residential neighborhood. Last week,
Mayor Martin Marks and Township
Manager Thomas Atkins met with
county officials to discuss the
planned operation of the farm. Green
Meadows’ appearance next month
before the planning board will be
informational in nature since the
board has no official jurisdiction to
force any changes in the planned
operation.

knows all the customers and says she
has “no plans for herself after the
closing.”

Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Lisa
Mohn, who owns the Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop, said the Goodwins
“will be greatly missed by the town
and me personally – their closing
brings tears to my eyes. They have
been very generous to Scotch Plains
— everything they ever donated
raised a lot of money for the scholar-
ship fund.”

The Goodwins have been Westfield
residents for 38 years, where they
raised their two children, a daughter
who now lives in Montclair and a son
who is a metal sculptor and gallery-
owner of the Red Saw on Broad Street
in Newark.

Austin Goodwin, who has been
designing unique, contemporary jew-
elry for 50 years, will continue cre-
ating commissioned pieces from his
home studio. Prior to joining his
wife at Beautiful Things, Mr.
Goodwin taught fine art, metals, ce-
ramic and jewelry design at Kean
College, now Kean University, for
38 years.

As for the next phase of her life,
Nell Goodwin says “Who knows?
I’ll regroup. It’s been a long time
since I’ve worked on my own art. I
like to cook. I have all kinds of
options.”
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Beautiful
Things

money on expensive repairs of older
vehicles.

This issue is expected to receive
additional attention at subsequent
budget meetings, and Councilman
Jack Molenaar noted that police offi-
cials would like more information
about possible limitations of use if
leased vehicles were acquired. Mr.
Tomkins said the borough would in-
vestigate what some neighboring
communities are doing in terms of
buying or leasing police vehicles and
also explore some of the leasing plans
that are available.

Some of the other issues in the
preliminary budget talks thus far in-
clude anticipated increases in solid
waste tipping fees, utilities costs, pen-
sion fund payments, expenses for
gasoline and diesel fuel, the installa-
tion of new street lights on the north
side near the train station and an
anticipated $25,000 increase in fees
the borough must pay to have its
sewage treated.

Mayor Mahr said that the borough
is working hard to operate as fiscally
responsibly as possible, despite the
“obvious” challenges. “It’s the man-
dated costs that we don’t have any
control over: it’s the utilities – liter-
ally keeping the lights on – it’s the
health insurance, it’s the pension sys-
tem, it’s the things that the borough is
obligated to pay that we don’t see any
relief from.”

Still, Mayor Mahr said, it is far
too early to make any projections of
a tax increase or to release even
preliminary budget figures at this
point.

Mayor Mahr also pointed to pub-
lished reports showing that Fanwood’s
3-percent tax increase for municipal
expenditures last year was among the
lowest in Union County.

“That says to me that, in terms of
what we can control on the municipal
side, we’re doing our job,” said Mayor
Mahr, who added that the borough
has no authority over the dynamics
and impacts of the Union County and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education budgets.

Although Tuesday night’s meet-
ing drew no members of the public,
Mayor Mahr said she continually
receives questions, comments and

complaints from residents about bud-
get-related issues all year long and
that there are plenty of opportunities
for the public to get involved in the
process.

A series of budget meetings is
planned, leading up to the anticipated
adoption of the new municipal bud-
get sometime this spring.

The next budget review meeting is
set for Tuesday, January 31, at 7:30
p.m. in borough hall on North Martine
Avenue.

MS BOE Okays Charge
  For Pre-School Program

the township’s matching portion.
The council introduced an ordi-

nance appropriating $175,000 from
the State Department of Transporta-
tion trust fund for improvements to
the entire length of East Second Street.
A public hearing and vote will be
held at the council’s Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14 meeting.

Chief Financial Officer Lori
Majeski will temporarily assume the
duties of township tax collector while
Corrine Stutcavage is away on ex-
tended medical leave.
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SP Council

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – In its first
meeting of the year, the Mountainside
Board of Education passed a motion
Tuesday night to charge $175 per
month for each pre-school student who
is “non-disabled.”

Until now, the pre-school program
for three- and four-year-olds, which
consists of five half-day sessions, was
free by state mandate.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Richard O’Malley explained that the
cost of running the public preschool
is “substantial” – upwards of
$100,000 per year.

The district is eligible for $6,000 in
grant money from the Intercultural
Development Research Association
(IDRA). But Dr. O’Malley said that
money is not sufficient to cover the
program costs.

Board member Patricia Knodel, who
voted down the motion along with Car-
mine Venes, said she was concerned
that tuition might “kill the program.”

Board Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg countered the concern,
saying, “The goal is to charge an
amount that’s still appealing. We don’t
want to create a situation where we
don’t have the number of students we
need” to continue the program.

Mrs. Schaumberg also said the pub-
lic pre-school is “arguably superior”
to private nursery school because of
strict state guidelines.

During open session, Mountainside
resident Alina Balmann, the mother
of a pre-schooler, expressed concern
about the new tuition, saying it might
deter “a lot” of parents.

Mrs. Balmann said the private
schools offer more flexible hours,
which adds incentive to attend.

After learning at the meeting that
current pre-school enrollment, based
on a lottery, is not filled to capacity,
Mrs. Balmann said, “there’s a lot of
misinformation going around.” The
pre-school lottery is next month.

In other business, Budget and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman
Raymond Haggar announced a
$721,403 shortfall in this year’s bud-
get, most of which has been made up
from other sources.

Mr. Haggar explained that the bulk
of the budget deficit came from spe-
cial education needs, in part because
there are 17 special needs children in
the district but only 10 were accounted
for in the budget.

Additional unbudgeted expenses
included: increased health insurance
costs, increased utility costs and the

asbestos management plan.
Mr. Haggar said the rest of the

overage was from 2004-2005 unpaid
obligations.

Dr. O’Malley said “make-up
money” has allowed the district to
“bridge most of the gap.”

This money includes $402,500 to
offset tuition from Berkeley Heights,
$7,000 in rewritten federal grants due
to lapse in August, $42,000 in ex-
traordinary state aid and $169,000 in
Individuals With Disabilities Educa-
tion Improvement Act (IDEA) grants.

Dr. O’Malley said that the district
is trying to avoid cutting school pro-
grams as a result of the deficit. “We’ve
done everything we can to keep it out
of the classroom, but we have to get to
June still,” he said, adding that “we
basically had to reconstruct the whole
district’s financial components.”

The board will vote on the budget
on Tuesday, February 28.

In other news, Dr. O’Malley re-
viewed the six “district goals” and
highlighted some of the year’s ac-
complishments, including implemen-
tation of the new “everyday and con-
nected” math program, the new en-
richment and writing policies and the
completion of the district emergency-
management plan.

Dr. O’Malley also said the district
hired 22 new employees and imple-
mented a food service nutrition plan,
among other changes.

Additionally, the board handed out
several awards. The four winners of
the Reader’s Digest National Word
Power Challenge received certifi-
cates. The contest, which challenged
students on their vocabulary skills,
had one winner from each of the four
grades that participated.

The four winners included eighth
grader Joseph Komosinki, seventh
grader Ayla Meyer, sixth grader
Danny Boyle and fifth grader Cooper
Truman.

The national contest invites the top
100 scorers, in sixth through eighth
grades, to compete in the state cham-
pionship in March.

Also honored was James Patterson,
who placed first from among fifth
through eighth graders in the district’s
National Geographic Geography Bee.

The fifth grader has taken a test for
the national contest and is awaiting
results to see if he will move on in the
competition. He received a certifi-
cate and a medal.

Miss Teen New Jersey Galaxy, 18-
year-old Gabrielle Apigo, also ad-
dressed the board meeting in open
public session to help raise aware-
ness for her platform, a rare bone and
joint disease called Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP).

The Mountainside native asked for
an opportunity to address students
about FOP.

“How far would you fight, push
and plea if it was someone you loved
with this disease?” she asked, adding
that awareness is important. “Educa-
tion is power,” she said.

Resident Gary Whyte, an advocate
for FOP awareness, said his efforts to
address students had been turned
down in the past.

Dr. O’Malley said he would dis-
cuss the possibility of holding an
assembly to raise FOP awareness.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 14.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, January 14, three people
were arrested in the 50 block of
Nomahegan Drive. Stephen Bock, 36,
of Garwood was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Roselle
for $250. He was released by the Roselle
Police Department and given a new
court date.

Christine Hewson, 25, of Westfield
was charged with possession of a hypo-
dermic needle and also arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for $355
from Lawrence. Hewson was released
on her own recognizance on the Westfield
charge and held on the warrant.

Anthony Andreola, 37, of Westfield
was charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of hypo-
dermic needles. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Monday, January 16, Wilson Gill,
3rd, 35, of Westfield was arrested at
Park Street and Central Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was later released to a responsible
individual.

Monday, January 16, Daniel Wasama,
26, of Fanwood was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at South and West
Avenues in Garwood on an outstanding
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $98.
He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, January 18, Mark
McLeod, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Wash-
ington Street and Rahway Avenue on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $405
from Middlesex Borough. McLeod was
released on bail.

Thursday, January 19, Chad Johnson,
23, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway. He was charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance/suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute; possession with in-
tent to distribute within 1,000 feet of a
school zone; possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses.

Thursday, January 19, Gregory R.
Strond, 41, of Plainfield was arrested by
NJ Transit police and charged with dis-
orderly conduct, for which he was is-
sued a summons. Strond was taken into
custody at the Westfield train station and
transported to Westfield Police Head-
quarters, where it was discovered there
were two criminal warrants for him that
had been issued by Plainfield, for a total
of $1,530. He was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, January 19, Alfie Spooner,
32, of Fords was arrested at the
Middlesex County Jail on multiple
warrants. They included two motor ve-
hicle warrants from Westfield totaling
$1,820; a Clark traffic warrant for
$1,000; a traffic warrant and a criminal
warrant from Bedminster totaling $999;
a traffic warrant and a criminal warrant
from Newark totaling $600 and a $500
motor vehicle warrant from Garwood.

Westfield Municipal Court Judge
Brenda Cuba reduced the Westfield
amount to $500. Spooner was unable to
post bail and was committed to the
Union County jail, police said.

Friday, January 20, David Strassberg,
22, of Westfield was arrested at South
Euclid and Fairmont Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, January 20, Jeffrey Hannon,
34, of East Hanover was arrested in the
500 block of East Broad Street on a
criminal warrant for $350 from New-
ark. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 20, Todd Aurand, 28,
of Roselle Park was arrested at Central
Avenue and Grove Street on an out-
standing Westfield motor vehicle war-
rant for $295. He was released after
posting bail.

Saturday, January 21, Bruce L. Hicks,
Jr., 30, of Jersey City was arrested at
Westfield Police Headquarters on a traf-
fic warrant issued by Westfield. He was
being held on $1,000 bail.

Saturday, January 21, Richard Tho-
mas, 40, of Westfield was arrested in
the 100 block of Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Scotch Plains for $500. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, January 15, a Spruce Lane

resident reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated she hired a
moving company to move furniture.
She reported that when the movers were
done she noticed jewelry missing from
one of the boxes. The jewelry was val-
ued at approximately $10,000.

Tuesday, January 17, a resident of
Brookside Drive reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. The victim stated
that unknown person or persons dam-
aged a light post in front of his house.

Thursday, January 19, a resident of
Lenape Way reported being the victim
of harassment. The victim stated he has
received several phone calls during the
night. The unknown caller would leave
agitated phone messages on the victim’s
voice mail.

Thursday, January 19, a South Av-
enue business owner reported money
missing from the store. It is unknown
how much money was taken. There
were no signs of forced entry.

Friday, January 20, James Murphy, 43,
of Springfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana and an out-
standing warrant out of Newark.

According to police, Murphy was ob-
served banging on doors when officers
arrived at the scene. He was placed under
arrest after he was discovered to be in
possession of the marijuana, police said.
After being processed he was released to
the Newark Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 17, Dana A. Indico,

19, of South Plainfield was arrested for
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Shady Lane at
Winfield Place.

Wednesday, January 18, Ernestine
Jackson, 33, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Shannone O.
Holt, 26, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue and Martine Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Marcus G.
Digesu, 31, of Linden was arrested for
outstanding warrants on Terrill Road at
Patterson Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Friday, January 20, Sharon E.
Cummings, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue and Hetfield Avenue.

Friday, January 20, Pathmavathie
Iyar, 41, of Metuchen was arrested and
charged with writing fraudulent checks.
She was released after posting $5,000
bail.

Friday, January 20, Dennis Porter,
18, of Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of a stolen vehicle.

Saturday, January 21, Domenico
Guerriero, 33, of Garwood, was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed numerous outstanding warrants.

Saturday, January 21, Timothy A.
Tomy, 47, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on North Avenue and
Hetfield Avenue.

Monday, January 23, Sharon R. Jack-
son, 35, of Union was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue and Matine Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 18, police re-

sponded to an attempted car jacking at
a Mountain Avenue convenience store.
According to police, the victim was
exiting the store when he observed a
black male entering his vehicle. The
suspect attempted to pull out of the
parking spot when the victim opened
the rear door of his vehicle and pulled
out his work knife. Police stated that
the victim then threatened to “stab his
(the suspects) ass.” After being threat-
ened, the suspect jumped out of the
vehicle and ran to a waiting vehicle.
The driver of the vehicle, also a black
male, fled south on Mountain Avenue
at a high rate of speed, police said.

Before leaving the parking lot, the
victim was able to stab at the get-away
car and puncture the left rear tire, police
said. The victim stated he could hear air
coming out of the tire as the suspects fled
the scene. The vehicle was observed by
police traveling at a high rate of speed on
Route 22 but police determined that
because of the high rate of speed the
vehicle would be dangerous to pursue.
The incident is under investigation.

Friday, January 20, a Wyoming Drive
resident reported being the victim of a
burglary attempt. The victim stated that
the rear door to his home had been
partially pried open. He also reported
that two patio chairs had been moved
from their original location to under-
neath a low lying roof line. No entry
was gained into the home, police said.

Friday, January 20, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported being the
victim of theft. She stated that she placed
her purse on the seat next to her and
later discovered it missing. The victim
reported that her purse contained her
cell phone, credit cards, driver’s license,
$20 in cash and possibly her Social
Security card. The victim and manage-
ment checked the theater after the lights
returned on and found nothing, police
said. The victim’s cell phone was re-
portedly later found in the possession
of two 16-year old juveniles from
Plainfield. They were arrested at a the-
ater in Bridgewater for stealing the purse
of a patron of that theater the same
night, police said. Charges will be filed
in Mountainside pending an investiga-
tion, police said.

Saturday, January 21, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated the
suspects broke her passenger side win-
dow to gain entry to her vehicle. Stolen
from the vehicle was the victim’s purse
containing her checkbook, driver’s li-
cense, credit cards and approximately
$100 cash.

Friday, January 20, Michelle A.
Goodwin, 43, of Irvington was arrested
at the state police headquarters in New-
ark for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $350.

MS Rec Softball
Registration Begins
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment sponsors softball programs for
children five years old through eighth
grade.

Children in grades 3-5 play in
the instructional Junior Division
and those in grades 6-8 compete in
the Senior Division. Practice for
these age groups begins in March
and games are scheduled from mid
April to early June. Registration is
$50 per child for the Junior Divi-
sion and $60 per child for the Se-
nior Division. After the February
15 deadline, a $15 late fee is
charged if space is available.

Children in grades 1-2 attend
instructional clinics on Saturday
mornings in late April and May.
Registration is $25 per child. After
the March 1 deadline, a $15 late
fee is charged if space is available.

Children who are five years old
or who will be five by August 1 can
participate in Koosh Kids, a four-
week introduction to the skills of
throwing, catching, batting and run-
ning. The sessions take place on
Saturday mornings beginning in
late April. Registration is $15 per
child. After the March 1 deadline,
a $15 late fee is charged if space is
available.

Registrations for all softball pro-
grams will be accepted after Feb-
ruary 1 at the Recreation Depart-
ment in Borough Hall, 1385 Route
22 East, Mountainside. For more
information, please call 908-232-
0015.
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