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Tax Office Open Late
To Accept Payments

WESTFIELD — The office of
the Westfield Tax Collector will be
open from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 1 for tax pay-
ments. The last day to pay taxes
without interest is on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6.

Interest will be charged on Tues-
day, February 7, and interest will re-
vert back to the original due date of
February 1.

For more information, please con-
tact Tax Collector Susan Noon at
(908) 789-4051 or by e-mail at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.net.

County Taxes to Rise in 19 Towns;
Freeholders Seek $23 Million Hike

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — County taxes are
projected to increase in 19 of 21 towns
as part of the $413 million executive
budget unveiled by County Manager
George Devanney last week. The
county budget is up $23 million or 5.9
percent the final budget adopted by
the county freeholder board last April.
County taxes will drop $83 on aver-
age in Kenilworth and are flat in
Winfield.

The county’s projected $228.3 mil-
lion tax levy is  $12 million over last
year. Towns to be hit the hardest with
tax increases are Berkeley Heights,
Mountainside and Plainfield where
average taxes are jumping $163, $116,
and $104, respectively, for the aver-
age assessed homes in those commu-
nities.

Locally, Mountainside
homeowners will pay an average of
$2,054. Westfield taxpayers will see
an increase of $71 for an average
county tax bill of $2,190, the second
highest in the county. Fanwood
homeowners will pay an average of
$1,354, up $84 over last year while
Scotch Plains residents will see their
taxes increase $64 to $1,593. County
taxes in Garwood are up $70 to $1,177
for the average assessed home.

Mr. Devanney said the increase in
the budget was due to “uncontrol-
lable mandated costs,” such a $6 mil-
lion increase in health insurance, an
over $3 million hike in pensions, a
$4.2 million increase in contractual
salaries, a $1.8 million jump in public
safety and correctional services, a
$1.2 million hike in the Welfare pro-
gram and more than a $2 million
increase in operational costs, includ-
ing utility, lease and energy costs.

He said federal and state aid to
local governments has remained flat
or declined.

“As a result all county and munici-
pal governments across New Jersey
have struggled with balancing their
budgets, and homeowners, regard-
less of their situations, have borne the
brunt of an unfortunate set of conse-
quences,” Mr. Devanney said.

The county manager said he would
be working with county department

directors to identify $6 million in
program cuts to the 2006 budget. He
said he has spoken to state legislators
to once again offer an early retire-
ment program for county employees.
“In order for any early retirement
program to have a long-lasting finan-
cial impact on government, it will
have to be coupled with the elimina-
tion of positions.”

The county has also initiated a va-
cation buy back program and a pro-
gram whereby “exclusionary” em-
ployees will be requested to take two
days without pay. County directors
and freeholders have agreed to par-
ticipate in the program, Mr. Devanney
said. A hiring freeze is in effect
through the budget process.

“During the budget hearings, we
will look at each and every program
with a goal of minimizing any poten-
tial layoffs. Many tough decisions
will be made, and we look forward to
active budget hearings and present-
ing the freeholder board with as many
cost-saving options as possible,” Mr.

Devanney said in his budget address
in the 219-page executive budget re-
leased January 17.

Freeholder Board Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said, “Our chal-
lenge will be to find ways to cut costs
and come up with a final budget that
is honest and fair.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth said the board’s fiscal commit-
tee would begin reviewing the budget
in February although no dates have
been announced. The committee in-
cludes Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford, and
Freeholders Rick Proctor of Rahway
and Dan Sullivan of Elizabeth.

While taxes are increasing the
county ratable base continues to grow.
According to information obtained
from the Office of Public Informa-
tion, county ratables have been on a
steady incline for the past decade.
Last year the ratable base grew 12.88
percent to $67,068,109,920. The rat-
able base has jumped over $30 billion
the past six years.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMING THIS  SUMMER...Workers are busy in Westfield on Broad Street at the intersection of Central and Mountain
Avenues Tuesday while preparing for the installation of the long-planned traffic light by the county at the heavily traveled
location across from the Rialto Theatre. The project, which is expected to be completed by the end of the summer, will maintain
existing traffic patterns. Three sets of red, yellow and green signals will be visible at all approaches to the intersection.
Pedestrian crosswalks will be improved and traffic islands added. Mountain Avenue headed towards Mountainside will be
narrowed and traffic flow from Elm Street at Broad Street will be improved with the removal of several parking spaces.

Photo Courtesy of Dara Levy
PARKING PROBLEM…On Monday afternoon near 522 East Broad Street in
Westfield, a school bus transporting students to their homes hit two parked cars,
pushing the first car underneath the second vehicle. The bus was full, the cars were
empty, and no one was hurt.

WF BOE Hears Curriculum
Spending Plan Proposal

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum, Instruction
and Programs Dr. Margaret Dolan pre-
sented curriculum expenditures for
Westfield’s 2006-2007 school budget
cycle at Tuesday evening’s board of
education meeting, reflecting an over-
all expenditure decrease of 25 percent
from the Fiscal Year (FY) 2005-2006.

The total curriculum budget for the
2005-2006 academic year was
$508,313, while the total proposed
curriculum budget for the 2006-2007
academic year is $381,187.

Dr. Dolan explained how the cur-

riculum budget cycle runs in a five-
year review. The curriculum portion
of the budget covers the writing of
curriculum, materials for the first
year’s implementation of new pro-
grams of study and ongoing staff train-
ing.

Consumable supplies for the el-
ementary school level, such as work-
books, soft-cover books for phonics,
gifted and talented programs, basic
skills and resource room, language
arts and Spanish will total $55,421
for FY 2006-2007. These figures re-
flect a decrease in spending of
$126,770 from the FY 2005-2006,
largely due to the language arts cur-
riculum revision that took place last
year. Total cost for general education
textbooks in elementary schools will
total $24,476, an increase from last
year’s figure of $19,338.

Intermediate schools will project
no consumables expenditures for the
2006-2007 budget period; however,
there will be an expense of $64,262
for textbooks, as a continuation of the

Mountainside School Board Okays
Charge For Pre-School Program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – In its first
meeting of the year, the Mountainside
Board of Education passed a motion
to charge $175 per month for each
pre-school student who is “non-dis-
abled.”

Until now, the pre-school program
for three- and four-year-olds, which
consists of five half-day sessions, was
free by state mandate.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Richard O’Malley explained that the
cost of running the public preschool
is “substantial” – upwards of
$100,000 per year.

Board member Patricia Knodel,
who voted down the motion along

with Carmine Venes, said she was
concerned that tuition might “kill the
program.”

Board Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg countered the concern,
saying, “The goal is to charge an
amount that’s still appealing. We
don’t want to create a situation where
we don’t have the number of stu-
dents we need” to continue the pro-
gram.

Mrs. Schaumberg also said the pub-
lic pre-school is “arguably superior”
to private nursery school because of
strict state guidelines.

During open session,
Mountainside resident Alina
Balmann, the mother of a pre-
schooler, expressed concern about

the new tuition, saying it might deter
“a lot” of parents.

Mrs. Balmann said the private
schools offer more flexible hours,
which adds incentive to attend.

After learning at the meeting that
current pre-school enrollment,
based on a lottery, is not filled to
capacity, Mrs. Balmann said,
“there’s a lot of misinformation
going around.”

The lottery for the pre-school is
next month.

In other business, Budget and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman
Raymond Haggar announced a
$721,403 shortfall in this year’s bud-
get, most of which has been made up

Garwood Passes Ordinance
Banning Sex Offenders

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Town Council Tuesday night ap-
proved a new ordinance that bans
sex offenders, and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick addressed the council,
offering support from his office that
includes student internships and rep-
resentation in Trenton.

The governing body voted to adopt
a local ordinance prohibiting regis-
tered sex offenders from residing or
loitering within 2,500 feet of any
school, park, playground, recreation
area, day care facility or school bus
stop.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello reported that due to
Garwood’s size, there is no part of
the town that the ordinance will
not cover.

“The council passes these ordi-
nances because protecting our chil-
dren is a priority,” said Council Presi-
dent Kathleen Villagio.

Assemblyman Bramnick said he
wanted the council to be aware that
his office offers two student in-
ternships that are available to local
residents. He also encouraged
council members and constituents
to approach his office for advice
on state issues and representation
in Trenton. “We have a special re-
lationship with each town,” Mr.
Bramnick said in his address to the
council.

Mr. Bramnick said he would visit
again in the next several months to
update the council on new laws and
regulations, such as the ban on smok-
ing in bars and restaurants.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy an-
nounced that on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14, he and the council will
acknowledge the retirement of Po-
lice Chief Dennis Lesak at 6.30
p.m. in the Council Chambers. Af-
terwards, Captain William Legg
will be sworn in as Garwood’s

eighth chief of police. Public atten-
dance is welcome.

Other police appointments approved
by the council include Leonard
DiStefano, captain; Bruce Underhill,
lieutenant, and Michael Wilson, ser-
geant.

The mayor presented a certificate to
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Kutik of
the New Jersey National Guard, who
recently returned from Iraq. “As a hero
and true role model to all citizens,” the
mayor said, the certificate acknowl-
edged that he and the town council
congratulate Lieutenant Colonel
Kutick for his many years of service.

Garwood resident Cheryl Pickett
asked whether there had been any
progress in instituting a “reverse
911” system in the borough. The
mayor said Garwood had been
“turned down three times for grant
money to make that happen.” Resi-
dent Bruce Paterson noted that he
had asked freeholders last year about
“reverse 911” and was told it is not
something they are considering at
this time.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dark Fiber Link to County
Buildings Draws Council Concerns

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During
Tuesday’s council conference meet-
ing, the Westfield council heard pre-
sentations from a telecommunica-
tions company on linking up with
Verizon lines and establishing a dark
fiber network on North Avenue to
connect with county buildings and
from PSE&G on an easement to in-
crease substations at the southern
border of town. The council com-
mittee reports focused on the hiring
of a town webmaster at a reduced
rate and the town’s response to the
Stop and Shop parking and Lord &
Taylor sale rumors.

New Jersey and New York-based
metro dark cable provider company
4Connections has entered into an
agreement with Verizon to use
Verizon’s existing Westfield tele-
phone poles to put in dark fiber tech-
nology. Dark cable is unused optical
fiber infrastructure that can be leased
to individuals or companies who wish
to establish their own optical con-
nections between multiple locations.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
explained that when more than one
public utility seeks to use an existing
public utility easement, it requires
council input and consent. 4Con-
nections wishes to traverse North

Avenue and connect to the Ralph
Froehlich Public Safety Building and
secure a route that links to the county
engineering building in Scotch Plains,
and ultimately to the Union County
Courthouse and the Union County
College campus in Plainfield.

However, Mr. Cockren said he ques-
tioned whether approval was required
because North Avenue is a county road.

Councilman Sal Caruana asked 4Con-
nections President Gil Santaliz “(Do)
you need to come through our town to
hook up customer A to customer B? Is
there a specific street that needs to be
hooked up that you have to traverse
town or is this in contemplation?”

Mr. Santaliz indicated that 4Connec-
tions already has an established con-
tract with Union County and has “been
talking with (county manager) George
Devanney’s office to have additional
locations, one or two of which might be
in Westfield or Scotch Plains. So we are
contemplating getting service there
shortly but we need to go through town.”

“We can’t be unreasonably denied,”
Mr. Santaliz added. “We sit down with
you so you know what we’re doing and
that we’re here and operating in the
town. As a telecommunications carrier,
we’re not supposed to be denied unless
there’s something compelling that they
think is dangerous. Technically, we
don’t need your consent.”

4Connections, which earlier boasted
the ability to connect customers on
municipal streets to North Avenue,
were unable, after several inquiries
from council, to deliver a statement of
purpose. “Specifically, are you taking
this from the City of Elizabeth to a
given path that must traverse on North
Avenue to make a connection and go
on a different path for another connec-
tion?” Mr. Cockren asked. “That’s a
different issue than saying that we
would like to traverse municipal streets
in the future. Seems to me, you need to
answer the question I just asked. Why
specifically are you coming? What are
your business purposes? It can’t be
theoretical that we need to be here.”

“You said there might be munici-
pal streets targeted,” Fourth Ward
Councilman Tom Bigosinski said. “It
seems like that would be the proper
time to come before us, not to get this
geographic blank check now.”

However, if the town denies 4Con-
nections, it could be seen as favorit-
ism towards Verizon or violating an-
titrust agreements that govern against
monopolies, officials said. “If we put
a restriction on them beyond what we
do on Verizon, then we’re essentially
favoring Verizon in providing tele-
communication services throughout
town,” Councilman David Haas said.

According to Mr. Santaliz, “Not al-
lowing 4Connections to operate the
same way Verizon does would be un-
fair. It’s that simple. We’re looking for
the right to occupy the public right of
way like Verizon does and just apply to
be on the pole that they’re on as well.”

On another matter, PSE&G pre-
sented a request for easement to
traverse the parking lot across from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church and
adjacent to the newly refurbished rec-
reational field. Rob Gibbs, the man-
ager of corporate properties, said the
easement request is meant to increase
substations and improve reliability.

“With all the redevelopment in the
area, our charts are showing that the
anticipated load factor is continuing
in capacity, so as to avoid blackouts
or brownouts, this will improve reli-
ability,” Mr. Gibbs said.

Construction should take 90 to 120
days, with the parking lot out of com-
mission for a week.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said because
of the town’s inability to find a taker
on the Rahway Avenue quiet zone
work, the town ought to consider ty-
ing the two efforts together.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst responded, “I’m hearing 120
days and under no circumstance do I
want the quiet zone construction to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF AN ERA…Beautiful Things owners Nell and Austin Goodwin of
Westfield are busy closing down the store after 33 years in Scotch Plains. Pictured,
at right, is store manager Susan Musano of Scotch Plains.


