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SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2006 –8:00 P.M.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD

Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
$20 / $15 Students, Seniors or Subscription

Tickets Available at the Door and at 
Lancaster, Ltd., 76 Elm St., Westfield, NJ.

For Information Call: 908-654-5737 
Wheelchair Accessible

NEW JERSEY 
STATE COUNCIL

ON THE ARTS

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, 
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County 
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

CAS Chorus & Orchestra 

Soprano-Ellen Goff Entriken    Alto-Luthien Brackett
Tenor-Matthew Hughes    Bass-Dale Livingston

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
Magnificat

Johann Sebastian Bach
Magnificat

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey
James S.Little–Director

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When it’s cold and blustery out-
side, what is better than being by a
cozy fire, sipping a mug of hot choco-
late and a having a good book about
winter to lose yourself in?

“The Mitten” by Jan Brett is just
one such book. Published in 1989,
(Putnum Juvenile), this classic tale
still ranks as a favorite among
children’s winter literature. Nicki
loses one of his brand new white
mittens in the snow, and the lost
mitten becomes a shelter for the ani-
mals in the woods. Originally writ-
ten for very young children, “The
Mitten” is one of those books that
transcends age and delights all, in-
cluding adults.

“Winter’s Tale: An Original Pop-
up Journey” by Robert Sabuda (Little
Simon) is another delightful winter
book. Just released in September
2005, it shows, in 3D format, how
forest families survive the winter.
Young readers will find this book to
be as informative as it is educational.

Also released in 2005 was “Tacky
and the Winter Games.” Written by
Helen Lester, this book is the latest
installment in a series of books about
a lovable penguin named Tacky. In
this story, Lester has Tacky working

out in preparation for the Winter
Olympics. Of course, Tacky’s idea
of training isn’t the same as human
Olympians, and the contradiction
makes the story, and its character, all
the more loveable.

Two years ago, Picture Window
Books released “Downhill Fun: A
Counting Book About Winter” by
Michael Dahl. The winter theme
gives an interesting spin to the time-
less concept of winter. The book is
written for preschool to early el-
ementary school age readers.

Numbers are also the backdrop for
a story about winter in “The First
Day of Winter” written and illus-
trated by Denise Fleming and pub-
lished by Henry Holt in October 2005.
Readers watch as one by one a
snowman gets the clothes necessary
to look like…well, a snowman.

Award-wining illustrator Emily
Arnold Mccully released “First
Snow” in 2004 (HarperCollins).
Originally released without words,
this reissue tells the story of a mouse
family celebrating the season’s first
snowfall. The text is simply written,
which allows the reader or listener to
concentrate on the wonderful illus-
trations. It is recommended for pre-
school-aged readers and listeners. Cenci to Attend

Theatre Festival
WESTFIELD – Erica Cenci of

Westfield, a senior at Muhlenberg
College, will be one of 25 students
from the college selected to attend
the American College Theatre Festi-
val from January 16-20. The students
were selected via a juried process to
participate in this year’s festival.
ACTF participants study with pro-
fessors and theatre professionals from
throughout the region to see produc-
tions representing the work of many
schools.

Chansonettes
Begin Rehearsals

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin rehearsals for
the spring concerts on Wednesday,
January 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church on Mountain Avenue
in Westfield.

The Chansonettes are a women’s
choral group. They sing four levels of
voice and the selection of music
ranges from pop tunes to classical.
There are two series of performances
twice a year. The group entertains
primarily at nursing homes, church
groups and various organizations.

Anyone interested in singing for
fun and entertainment may contact
Amy Herrington, president, at (908)
317-5910 or Jane Walsweer at (908)
232-4531 for further information on
joining the Chansonettes.

The Chansonetes are under the di-
rection of Jean Schork, accompanied
by Mel Freda.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Learn the art of papermaking at a
free workshop on Saturday, January
21, from 10 a.m. to noon, at the Lib-
erty State Park Interpretive Center
in Jersey City. You will use waxed
paper and natural materials. You must
pre-register by calling (201) 915-
3409.

* * * * * * *
The Coffee With Conscience Con-

cert Series of Westfield will feature “Folk
Legend and Professional Nut-Job” Chris-
tine Lavin at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad Street,
on Saturday, January 21 at 8 p.m. Ad-
mission is $20, and reservations are
required. Call (908) 412-9105, or e-
mail: concerts4causes@aol.com. For in-
formation on the ten-series season, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.com.

* * * * * * *
Perhaps you prefer the sounds of

Leon Redbone, who will perform at
the Union County Arts Center at the
same time.  Tickets for that show are
$25, and are available by calling (732)
499-8226, or logging onto:
www.ucac.org, and follow the links
to SABO.

* * * * * * *
The Plainfield Symphony will

present The Plainfield Chamber
Players on Saturday January 28, at 8
p.m. at the Crescent Avenue Presby-
terian Church, at Seventh and
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.  The
concert will consist of works by
Mozart, Brahms and Tchaikovsky.
Tickets are available at the door for
$25 - $45. For more information, call
(908) 561-5140 or visit
www.plainfieldsymphony.org.

* * * * * * *
Fans of “The Da Vinci Code” are

sure to enjoy George Street
Playhouse’s production of Glen
Berger’s Underneath the Lintel.
When a man returns a book that is
113 years overdue, a Dutch librarian
attempts to unlock the clues. The
play will be in New Brunswick
through February 5. Call (732) 246-
7717 for information and reserva-
tions.

Hand Bell Choir to
Perform February 12
CRANFORD – The Hand Bell

Choir of Trinity Episcopal Church
will offer a concert on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12, at 4 p.m. in the church at
North and Forest Avenues. A recep-
tion will follow in Sherlock Hall. A
freewill offering will be taken. For
details, call the church at (908) 276-
4047.

The concert is the third offering in
the church’s 10th Annual “Music in a
Sacred Place” concert series for 2005-
2006. The all-volunteer choir, directed
by choirmaster Jim Lenney, is made
up of parishioners from all age groups.
The concert will feature both sacred
and secular songs played the 11-mem-
ber choir, which has been part of
Trinity Church’s life for 20 years.

Get Outta’
The House

Westfield Family Gets Big Break
Producing An Indie Rock DVD

A TRAIN...The Applebaums: Jon, Lynne, Seth in their Westfield studio.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On a Thursday
morning, Lynne and Jon Applebaum
are tinkering in “home base.” Home
base is a smallish studio room that
crams a scanner, DV cam deck, as-
sorted monitors, mini keyboard and
editing system.

Upon arrival, Jon is working on a
montage for a Bat Mitzvah and boils
down the onerous task as condensing
a child’s life “into an entertaining
seven minutes.”

“Basically, there’s an awful lot that
you can do, if you know what you’re
doing, with a Mac G5 and a bunch of
peripherals,” Jon said.

For the most part, the family, who
work under the moniker A Train Pro-
d u c t i o n s
(www.atrainproductions.com), have
honed their skills at event videography,
filming the Sweet Sounds jazz festival
and other Westfield entertainment in-
cluding Full Count. Recently though,
the company got its big break, editing
and producing a DVD for New York-
based indie rock band Pray for the Soul
of Betty (Betty). Betty features frontman
and vocalist Constantine Maroulis of
“American Idol” fame, who made it to
number six in the running and, concur-
rently, garnered his band national and
international notoriety.

“Like many people, I watched
‘American Idol’ and I thought
Constantine leapt off the screen,”
Lynne said. “As a lark, he mentioned
real early on that he had a band in
New York City.” After listening to the
music, she wrote them an e-mail.

Eventually working through bass
player Taylor, she told him of the
couple’s small growing company,
even writing a potential pilot for the
band. “I knew it was a shot in the
dark,” she said. Months later, Taylor
wrote back only to say that
Constantine is under contract with
“American Idol” but the band had
footage from two “parties”— “par-
ties” as in shows that they couldn’t
call shows while Constantine was
under contract to “American Idol.”
Showing interest, the couple met with
Taylor in August and the project came
to fruition.

“Originally, they didn’t know us
from a hole in the wall,” Jon said.
“But we never oversell ourselves. I
have no problem telling people that I
do school shows for Roosevelt and do

weddings and Bar Mitzvahs. There
was probably some trepidation on
their part, so what we did, as most
fledging companies do, we said, ‘give
us your tapes, we’ll cut a song. You
don’t like it, we part friends. If you
like it, we continue.’”

Jon related how surprised he was
when Betty dropped off their tapes at
this New York office, even leaving
their only master tapes with A Train.
He said it was a level of trust he
“hasn’t seen in a long, long time.”

As it turned out, son Seth, 17, cut
the first song. “Of course he picked
the best song, the one that was the
most visually interesting,” dad said.
The Applebaums gave Betty the DVD
and they liked what they saw.

Seth, who cut the song “Some of
My F—ed Up World,” told The
Westfield Leader and The Times that
he hopes to study filmmaking in col-
lege and work in the industry. He sees
himself behind the scenes, perhaps
an editor or cinematographer. He
started back in junior high school
working on a video project for his
drama teacher when his talent was
discovered. He ended up doing the
behind-the-scenes for the school play.

Now part of the team, Seth shoots,
edits and even applies his love of
music to the edit room, making origi-
nal scores when he does short films to
avoid using copy-written material.
Seth said when working with his fa-
ther, their skills coalesce well. “He
has an experienced eye and sees things
I might not,” Seth said. “I have a
younger eye and am more in tune
with modern forms, so there’s back-
and-forth.”

The Applebaums are trying to ac-
commodate a lot of different kinds of
production, with the music
videomaking a relatively new ven-

ture – a new venture that presents its
inherent challenges and limitations.
Though enjoying working with the
stock footage, Jon said it’s easier when
the crew is doing its own shooting
because “if you don’t get what you
want, you can only be mad at your-
self.”

“Certainly with the Betty footage,
there were a lot of compromises,” Jon
said, noting that at each show there
was one good cameraperson and the
rest were friends. “Friends are hold-
ing it, it’s wobbling, it’s not in focus.”

For Lynne and Jon, they used their
experience shooting Sweet Sounds in
the summer to ease the filming pro-
cess with the band. When two band
members came over to their Westfield
home on a Sunday night, Lynne made
dinner and sat on the couch with them
for a casual interview.

Lynne recalled that researching
bands prior to an interview during
Sweet Sounds helped her comfort
level and assuaged any interview jit-
ters. “It was good practice for us
because when we got to do the Betty
video and we did actually set up one
situation where we had a performance
and interviews,” she said. “It took
away a lot of nervous part of it.”

The duo has worked in the video
making industry since 1984. Jon
started as a videotape editor and one
of the preeminent effects editors in
New York City for quite a while. He
had the opportunity to work with Tom
Petty on “Jammin’ Me” and Sting in
concert.

However, Jon notes that it wasn’t
until recently that the two thought to
venture into the more music-video
foray. “It all started six years ago and
I just happened to shoot my nephew’s
bar mitzvah. I just spent the whole
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Choral Art Society Presents
Bach Father, Son Magnificats

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – This Saturday, the
Choral Art Society of New Jersey pre-
sents its first concert of the season. The
Westfield-based choir will perform the
respective Magnificats of Johann
Sebastian (J.S.) Bach and his son Carl
Philipp Emanuel (C.P.E.) Bach.

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times sat
down with the Choral Art Society’s
musical director/conductor James
Little to discuss the concert program.

Mr. Little explained that while
many musical contemporaries of the
Bachs penned many Magnificats (in
musical terms, a “Magnificat” is a
musical setting of the text of the Ro-
man Catholic Church tradition’s Can-
ticle of Mary), both J.S. and C.P.E
wrote only one in their lifetimes. “He
got it right the first time,” said Mr.
Little of the elder Bach’s piece.

“The two works compliment each
other quite nicely,” he said, describ-
ing how J.S. wrote his Magnificat in
a purely Baroque compositional style,
whereas “C.P.E. looked more towards
the classical period – his work is
much more ‘massive’ and features an
incredible 246-measure ending fugue.
The solos are also incredibly demand-
ing in C.P.E.’s piece; they are much

more extensive.” J.S.’s work pre-
miered in 1728, and his son’s pre-
miered in 1749.

The two works share the same key
and have “very similar introductions,”
said Mr. Little. “It really grabs you –
in many ways, C.P.E. was obviously
paying homage to his father, who did
live to hear the work premiered.”

The 60-plus-member choir has been
rehearsing for this concert since Sep-
tember, and they will perform with a
full 24-member orchestra. “The or-
chestration for the two pieces is virtu-
ally identical,” Mr. Little said.

This concert season will be his sixth
with the choir, which is, he said, very
inviting. “I fell in love with this group
in the first five minutes I met them.”

Up next for the Choral Art Society
is a Saturday, May 20 performance of

John Rutter’s “Mass for the Chil-
dren” (with a yet-to-be-named local
youth chorus) and three “very ap-
proachable” psalm settings commis-
sioned from New Jersey-based com-
poser Mario Lombardo.

“The group is always open to new
singers,” said Mr. Little.

This Saturday’s program will fea-
ture four vocal soloists – soprano
Ellen Goff Entrican, alto Luthien
Brackett, tenor Matthew Hughes and
bass Dale Livingston.

“I know all their voices, and they’ve
all worked together in various guises,”
the director said, praising the talent
of the soloists.

Mr. Little again expressed his en-
thusiasm for the father-and-son con-
cert program. “[At this concert,] I hope
the audience will hear the differences
in the style of the pieces – they’re
wildly different in that respect, but
they fit together very well,” he said.

“I’m very excited about this con-
cert. The last two rehearsals were
fantastic, and it’s going to be a won-
derful program.”

The Choral Art Society will present
the Bach program this Saturday, January
21, at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church
on Mountain Avenue at East Broad Street
in Westfield. (The snow date for the
program is Tuesday, January 24). Tick-
ets are available at the door or at Lancaster,
Ltd at 76 Elm Street, also in Westfield.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for
students, senior citizens and Choral Arts
Society subscribers. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 654-5737.

See It All In Color
At www.goleader.com

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing
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