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Frazee’s Role Subject Of
Two Lords and a Lady

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House
Committee and Fazio Filmworks will
present the premiere of a documen-
tary film, Two Lords and a Lady, on
Friday, February 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Admission is free and light refresh-
ments will be served. There will be a
matinee showing of the film on Satur-
day, February 4, at 2 p.m. in the
Scotch Plains Public Library, located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue. Children are
welcome to attend the matinee.

Two Lords and a Lady is the story
of Aunt Betty Frazee and the historic
Battle of the Short Hills that was
fought in Scotch Plains on June 27,
1777. It dramatizes Aunt Betty’s con-
frontation with two of the highest-
ranking British generals.

An all-volunteer group to help the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House Committee save the
historic Frazee House produced the
30-minute film. The committee is
raising funds to restore the 18th cen-
tury farmhouse for use as a museum
and community meeting house.

Hope Weinstein of Westfield stars
in Two Lords and a Lady as Aunt
Betty Frazee, whose farmhouse on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains is the
setting of this historic drama. Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks portrays
British General Lord Charles
Cornwallis. Lou Jung, a former
Fanwood mayor, plays His Lordship,
General William Howe. Two Lords
and a Lady will premiere on Friday,
February 3.

A third showing of the documen-
tary is scheduled for Wednesday,
March 15, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Community Theatre, located at 1000
North Avenue West. The Frazee House
Committee of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club will accept dona-
tions to help restore the historic Frazee
House. Checks may be mailed pay-
able to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House Committee, P.O.
Box 426, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

For further information about the
Frazee House Committee, contact
Patricia Plante at (908) 233-2162. E-
mail R.S.V.P.’s about the showing of
Two Lords and a Lady to
Frazeehouse@hotmail.com.
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Grandma’s Boy:
Relatively Funny

NJPAC’s Young Artist
Talent Search Continues

AREA – Young performers have
approximately three weeks remain-
ing to register for an audition in the
fifth annual New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) “Young Artist
Talent Search” for placement into
intensive arts training programs in
vocal and instrumental music, acting,
dance and musical theater.

The final application deadline is
Wednesday, February 1, earlier than
in previous years. Audition applica-
tions may be obtained online at
www.njpac.org or by calling the tal-
ent search hotline, (973) 353-8009.

NJPAC Arts Education Department
will offer audition workshops to as-
sist Young Artist Talent Search appli-
cants in preparing for their auditions.
Workshop instructors will offer ad-
vice on technique, presentation, ma-
terial selection and other key audition
elements at sessions scheduled on
Thursday, February 23 and Monday,
February 27. Students will receive
more information about those work-

shops after their applications have
been received by NJPAC.

Auditions for more than 250
openings in six arts training pro-
grams are scheduled for Saturday
and Sunday, March 25 and March
26, at the Lucent Technologies
Center for Arts Education on the
NJPAC site in Newark, 24 Rector
Street. Last year, nearly 700 young
artists auditioned during the Tal-
ent Search weekend.

Auditions will be held for Wachovia
Jazz for Teens, the Summer Youth
Performance Workshop, the NJPAC/
WYACT (Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre) Summer Musi-
cal Program (Ragtime), the Jeffrey
Carollo Music Scholarship, The Star-
Ledger Scholarship for the Perform-
ing Arts and the Young Artist Insti-
tute. Detailed information about each
of these programs may be obtained
by calling the Young Artist Talent
Search Hotline or at the NJPAC
website.

NJWA Begins New Session
Of Musical Theater Wkshp

WESTFIELD – Under the direc-
tion of veteran Broadway actor Juan
Pineda, area teens and pre-teens will
have an opportunity to participate in
a professional theater training expe-
rience in the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Musical Theater Work-
shop.

Because of the popularity of the
class offered for the fall semester, the
MTW has increased its classes to
three distinct sessions for the winter
semester. A beginner class will be
held on Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. at Redeemer Lutheran School
on Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.
This class, open to students 10 to 15
years old, will focus on basic acting,
singing and performance techniques.

All students will be given solos and
will participate in acting and musical
theater improv exercises. As the stu-
dents gain experience, they will be
given duets and trios. All participants
will receive their own accompani-
ment tracks on CD.

There will be two sessions of the
intermediate class on Thursdays from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at Redeemer
Lutheran School, and on Saturdays
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. This
class, for students ages 14 to 17, re-
quires an audition. Its focus will be

on more advanced acting, singing and
audition techniques. Students will
work on solos, duets and trios and
will stage their own scenes and work
on improv exercises. They will also
receive their own accompaniment
tracks on CD.

Mr. Pineda, who spent seven years
in the role of Thuy in Broadway’s
Miss Saigon, has appeared off-Broad-
way in The Karaoke Show and Babes
in Toyland. For the past two years, he
has performed at the Lincoln Center
Concert of Excellence, where he has
been recognized for his influence as
an Asian-American artist.

Artistic Director of The Little Op-
era Company of New Jersey, Mr.
Pineda is also a private vocal coach
and acting teacher. He has been on
the faculty of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts for the past five
years and has been the artistic direc-
tor of the musicals presented at the
Westfield Summer Workshop.

The MTW will run through Satur-
day, March 18. Tuition for each ses-
sion is $240. For a brochure or more
information, call the NJWA at (908)
789-9696 or visit the office at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Addi-
tional information about all NJWA
programs is available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Noche Flamenca To
Perform At Kean

AREA – TEATRO Sí, the premier
Hispanic theatre arts company of New
Jersey, in association with Kean Uni-
versity, will bring to the New Jersey
stage for the first time a performance
by Noche Flamenca on Sunday, Janu-
ary 29, at 7:30 p.m. at the Kean Uni-
versity Wilkins Theatre located at
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.

Artistic director Martin Santangelo
and his wife Soledad Barrio founded
Noche Flamenca in Madrid in 1993.
Noche Flamenca has developed into
one of Spain’s most successful fla-
menco companies. Since its begin-
ning, Noche Flamenca’s goal has been
to maintain the essence, purity and
integrity of one of the world’s most
complex and mysterious art forms
without the use of tricks or gimmicks.

All aspects of flamenco – dance,
song and music – are interrelated and
given equal weight in Noche
Flamenca, creating a communal spirit
within the company.

Some of Spain’s most renowned
artists have worked, and continue to
work, with the company, such as;
Soledad Barrio, Belen Maya,
Alejandro Granados, Antonio
Vizarraga, Rafael “Falo” Jimenez, and
David Serva.

Tickets are $30 and $20 for reserved
seating and are available by calling the
Wilkins Theatre box office at (908)
737-7469. Purchase tickets online at
www.WilkinTheatre.com.

For more information, call
TEATRO Sí at (908) 301-9496 or
visit www.TeatroSi.com and
www.NocheFlamenca.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

It is somewhere in a land no longer
known to most of us. It is where the
rigors of good cinema taste are held
in the same suspicious light as a ca-
reer politician…where the liberating
salubrity of impropriety is a fine art.
It is there and only there where
Grandma’s Boy may develop a cult
following. And perchance if you
should ever sojourn to this place ei-
ther in memory or fantasy, you might
have the opportunity to see their ab-
surd point.

Just don’t admit it. Indeed, there is
raunchier, more tasteless and less so-
cially redeeming fare to revile than this
often hilarious tale about a thirty-five-
year-old stoner who spends his time
playing video games. It’s just that the
rebellious tone you’ll be tuning into
here may be something you’d prefer
relegating to the ’60s, right alongside
that pair of tie-dyed elephant bells.

While producer Adam Sandler may
be too young to have owned a pair of
those Carnaby Street aberrations, his
picture nonetheless harks back to the
day when Cheech was still talking to
Chong, albeit unintelligibly. Com-
bining that interest with the film’s
equally devoted delve into the world
of video games gives new meaning to
the term smokescreen.

Both pastimes come to roost in the
somewhat sodden psyche of Alex, the
sad-sack slacker with a dream, nicely
portrayed with a hint of Paul Giamatti-
like simpatico by Allen Covert. As
unlikely a protagonist as you’re bound
to see in cinema this year, he was
originally an accountant. But, as he
explains to the comely Samantha
(Linda Cardellini), his supervisor and
the girl he couldn’t possibly win, it
just didn’t jive with his lifestyle. Cli-
ents don’t like it when your mistakes
cost them millions of dollars. So his
dad fired him.

When we make his acquaintance,
he is the elder statesman, the grand
old man among a think-tank team of
geeky video game aficionados, each
of them less socially inept than the
next. He is also homeless…the casu-
alty of a roommate whose decision to

spend the rent money on hookers
leads us to the story’s premise. Until
Alex can recoup his losses, he’ll have
to stay at grandma’s house.

Naturally, worlds collide. And a lot
of the movie’s no-holds-barred ras-
cality emanates from this hyperki-
netic bombardment of one value sys-
tem upon another.

Yet, for all the irreverent culture
shock that forms the funny bone of
director Nicholaus Goossen’s trippy
traipse through Alex’s arrested de-
velopment, Grandma’s Boy is never
malevolent. The humor rarely comes
at the expense of anyone but the loopy
cast of characters, all of whom live,
by choice, in a fool’s paradise of their
own making.

In fact, it’s the soft, sympathetic
side of the film that gives it just the
right mix of kookiness. When the
temporarily down-on-his luck Alex
is warmly greeted by an open-armed
Lilly, who later actually tucks him
into bed, you believe the scene. She’s
his grandma; he’s her grandson. They
are family and they love each other.

This strange credibility heightens
the humor of incongruity, nicely
complementing the broader strokes
of insanity. And it’s a telling factor
about the film’s strange appeal.

Granted, while potheads, video
game freaks and random pollinations
thereof could very well embrace
Grandma’s Boy as a justifying, filmic
anthem of their lifestyle, there’s a bit
more to it. Call it a coma-induced
variation on You Can’t Take it With
You (1938), only in that its primarily
eccentric characters, whether they
know it or not, espouse their very own
existentialism.

Make no mistake about it. The first
priority is to abash. But there’s no
denying this other nature, the one that
leads us to suspect that somewhere in
all that smoke and haze, Grandma’s
Boy is also trying to get us high on
family values.

DON’T MISS THE REUNION…Washington School principal Joseph Malanga
displays the poster, designed by Joe Aronds, to “The Incredible, Super Reunion,”
a Broadway-style show starring parents and teachers. Get your tickets now for the
Westfield school’s annual PTO fundraiser. The show, which will be performed at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, runs Friday, January 27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday,
January 28 at 2 and 8 p.m. Tickets can be ordered online through Friday, January
20 at Reuniontix@aol.com, or at Roosevelt School on Saturday, January 21 from
1 to 4 p.m. and Wednesday afternoon, January 25, at Washington School.

by: Allison Halperin
ahalperin@scotchplainsnj.com
(908) 322-6700 ext. 221

Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Events Calendar

Girls Softball League (3rd to 8th
grades). This is a basic instructional
league based on teaching skills and
drills in a non-competitive format.
Teams will be formed and practices
and games will be played on town-
ship ballfields twice a week.  Leagues
will depend upon registration num-
bers.  Parent volunteers are needed to
coach.  Umpires are wanted.  Please
no requests for team placement.  The
season runs from April 15 to June 10.
Early registration is January 12 to
February  9 and costs $55.  Regular
registration runs from February 10
until March 16 and costs $65.

Maracas
Maracas I (ages 3-5). Intro to Span-

ish is held Tuesdays 9:30-10:15  a.m.
and Wednesdays from12:30-1:15 p.m.
at the Towne House.

Cuentos (ages 6-8). This new story
based class is designed for students
who can already read.  Listen to sto-
ries, act it out, learn ideas. Cuentos
takes place Tuesdays from 4-4:45 pm
at the Scotch Hills CC.

Maracas Aventuras (ages 3-5). This
flexible class for ages three to five
will be held Thursdays from 1:30 to
2:25 p.m. at the Towne House.

Maracas Todo Sobre Mi (Ages 4-
7). Students will create their own
books about themselves in this class
to be held Thursdays from 4 to 4:45
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club.

All classes begin the week of Janu-
ary 23 and run for six weeks. The cost
is $115 per person and $17 per person
per flex class.

Fun Dances, (ages 5 to 14). Scotch
Plains resident Assia Moran will teach
this new program. This class incorpo-
rates dance movements with instruc-
tion to music. Learn line dances and
circle dances. Classes will be held at
the Towne House in Green Forest
Park Saturday, January 21, through
March 4. There will not be a class on
February 18. Registration will be held
January 4 to 16. The fee is $35 per
person.

Egyptian Dig (ages 6-11). Students
will Chip away at the clay to unearth
four timeless Egyptian treasures. The
dig will be held at the Scotch Hills
Country Club from 9 to 4 p.m. on
Friday, February 17. Registration of
$80 per child will be taken from
Wednesday, January 4, through Fri-
day, February 10.

Mannerations (ages 4-7.) The class
teaches children about etiquette.
Classes will be held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club from 4 to 4:45
p.m. Tuesdays, February 16, 23,
March 2, and 9. Registration at $85
per person will take place January 4
to January 20.

Bowling (ages 5-14). This pro-
gram will be held Mondays at 4 p.m.
at Linden Lanes Bowling Center on
North Stiles Street. Bowling begins
Monday, January 16, at $6 paid each
week at the bowling center. Partici-
pants must register at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department by
January 13.

Bumper Bowling (Pre-K/Kinder-
garten). Held at Linden Lanes on
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or noon.
See above for fees. The program
begins January 18.

Theater For Kids (K-5th). Each
participant is assigned a role, learns
lines, and works on basic acting tech-
niques in this class. The final class is

show time. Parents are invited to
attend. Classes will held at the Towne
House on Saturdays, January 28
through April 8. There will be no
class on March 11.

Classes for 3rd to 5th graders will
be held from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and 1 to 1:45 p.m. for K-2nd grade.
Registration is January 4 to Febru-
ary 24. The fee is $50 per person and
$55 per person for the K-2nd class.

Senior Aerobics. Session 1 will be
held Febuary 9, 14, 16, 23, 28 and
March 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23. Classes
are held Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Towne
House in Green Forest Park. Class
size is limited. The fee is $5 for
residents and $10 for non-residents.
Registration begins January 4.

Reading Group With A Voice. Par-
ticipants read or reread literature.
Everyone participates and then dis-
cusses what was read or sits back
and soaks in the opinions of others.
Classes will held at the Towne House
on Thursdays, January 26 to Febru-
ary 16, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Registra-
tion  begins January 4. The cost is
$30 per person, which includes ma-
terials and refreshments.

Adult Beginner Dance. John
Russitano is teaching this program.
Programs are: week 1, Cha Cha/
Foxtrot; week 2, Salsa/Rumba; week
3, Swing/Salsa, week 4, Hustle/
Tango, and week 4, Swing/Waltz,
Classes are held 7 to 8:30 p.m. at a
cost of $50 per person from Wednes-
day, January 25, to Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 15, at the Towne House.

Adult Intermediate Dance. John
Russitano will also be teaching this
dance program. Class members will
learn four dances. Classes are at the
Towne House. Programs are: week
1, Swing/Salsa; week 2, Foxtrot/
Waltz; week 3, Cha Cha/Hustle, and
week 4, Rumba/Tango. Class times
are 6 to 7 p.m. or 7 to 8 p.m. The fee
is $50 per person and registration
and begins  January 4.

Line Dancing. Sandy and Lou
Smehil teach this class. The line
dance class will now take place on
Mondays from 10 to 11  a.m.
Classes are at the Towne House in
Green Forest Park and run from
January 23 to March 27. There is
no class on Monday, February 20.
Fees are $15 for residents and $20
for non-residents. Registration be-
gins January 4.

Adult Self Defense taught by Sensei
Alan. Learn basic self-defense tech-
niques in this class. A minimum of
10 people are needed for the class.
Classes are on Tuesdays from 6 to 7
p.m. from January 24 to March 28 at
the Towne House. Registration is
$50 and begins January 4.

Jazzercize. There is a special offer
of eight weeks for $88 and morning
classes are now offered. Each 60-
minute class offers a blend of jazz
dance and exercise science choreo-
graphed to today’s hottest music, in-
cluding Top 40, jazz, country, funk
and classics. You can choose from
any of the following:

Mondays at 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 7-
8 p.m., Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m.,
Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
and 6-7 p.m., Thursdays from 7-8
p.m. , Saturdays from 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Please register with Bernadette at
Scotch Hills.

Noche Flamenca

Watchung Arts Center
Presents ‘Breast Cancer’

time doing it. I edited it, gave it to the
family as a present and thought – this
is just fine.

While Jon is more details oriented, his
wife approaches the endeavor in a big-
picture schema. Lynne started out with
her husband and eventually turned to
decorative painting. She said thinking
visually helps because she “storyboards
things for the band.” Perhaps closing the
deal for the Applebaums was Lynne’s
identifying herself in the original e-mail
as an artist. “That may have made the
connection,” she said. “Not because I
can bring this artistry to table but I
understand the mindset that goes along
with the creative process and the con-
stant insecurity. That helped us a lot.”

So far, the band has sold between
600 and 700 DVDs and asked A-
Train to produce an EPK (electronic
press kit) to give to local stations
during Betty’s tour.

So what’s next for A-Train? The
family recently got a call from a local
band, Mikell’s Plot out of Sayreville,

who wants to put a music video to-
gether. Also, A-Train will shoot a
Betty show in Baltimore at the end of
the month. Still, the Applebaums
harken back to school shows and film-
ing Westfield entertainment as a for-
mative experience.

“Doing school shows is a great
learning experience,” Jon said. “Go-
ing into a live show where we are
responsible for audio is not daunting
from plugging into 24-track boards at
the school. The next step with music
videos, maybe we’ll go off to a sec-
tion that’s more conceptual but rejoin
the live (for Mickell’s Plot).”

While their creative energies are
untapped, perhaps only budgetary
constraints will stop A-Train, which
the two said “is not a moneymaking
operation.”

“There’ll be no helicopter shots
over a graveyard in winter,” Jon said
while laughing. “That’s probably be-
yond where we are now. But five
years down the line, who knows…”

UNSILENCED PRAYER...Pray For The Soul of Betty perform at The Lion’s
Den in New York City in September 2005.
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WF’s A-Train Productions

AND I FEEL FINE…The Theater
Project, Union County College’s
Professional Theater Company, is
resuming its monthly series of free
performances of new plays on Saturday,
January 28, with a staged reading of
SW Senek’s End Of The World Button.
The presentation is followed by a
discussion with the author and cast.
The performance begins at 3 p.m. at
Union County College in Cranford.

AREA – The Watchung Arts Cen-
ter will present “Breast Cancer: An
Artist’s View” on Sunday, February 5
through Sunday, March 5.

Works of art use collage, fiber arts,
painting, sculpture, printmaking and
conceptual art to convey a message
will be featured. Twenty-nine artists
provide a perspective, reflecting re-
actions to breast cancer. Some are
survivors, while others have been
touched by this disease. The exhibit
also intends to present a message of
hope for the future.

Scotch Plains artist Clara Manheim,
curator/organizer of the exhibit, ob-
tained support through the work of
these professional artists for this show.

“I’m thrilled with the quality of the
work and its profound emotional im-
pact. We hope the show will travel to
other venues and expose more view-
ers to art which addresses breast can-
cer issues,” she said.

An opening reception on Sunday,
February 5 includes an artists’ talk by
many of these artists. The Sunday,
March 5 closing reception includes a
staged reading of the award–winning
one act play about breast cancer by
Dr. Andrea Green, For Tiger Lilies
Out Of Season, presented by the Av-
enue Theatre of Maplewood.

For gallery details, contact The Watchung
Arts Center at (908) 753-0190 or e-mail
watchungsarts.org_wacenter@aol.com.

College Club Announces
‘Mood and Food’ Lecture

* * * * * * *
Grandma’s Boy, rated R, is a 20th

Century Fox release directed by
Nicholaus Goossen and Stars Allen
Covert, Doris Roberts and Shirley
Jones. Running time: 94 minutes

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. Karen
Ensle, a certified Family and Con-
sumer Science educator, will give a
presentation on “Mood and Food”
on Monday, January 23, at 8 p.m.
immediately following the meeting
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Col-
lege Club.

The program will take place at
Union Catholic High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Dr. Ensle will discuss the latest
research on nutrition and mental
health and how neurotransmitters
are affected by diet, explaining in

easy-to-understand terms how the
various body systems interact. Par-
ticipants will learn how their diet
may affect their moods and emo-
tional health.

Additionally, Dr. Ensle will cover
the relationship among fats, sugars
and the various chemicals that regu-
late them. A set of guidelines will be
provided to help participants improve
their own eating habits in a way that
maximizes physical and emotional
health.

Dr Ensle is a registered dietitian
and a Fellow of the American Di-
etetic Association, as well as the De-
partment Head for Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County. An
educator for 28 years, she taught in
the School of Health Professions and
Nursing at William Patterson Col-
lege prior to joining the faculty of
Cook College of Rutgers.

The public is invited to attend the
program free of charge. For more
information, please call Carolyn
Dittus at (908) 233-2948.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Col-
lege Club is a non-profit organization
dedicated solely to providing schol-
arships for young women from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains who plan
on or are already pursuing a college
degree and need financial assistance.

‘Y’ to Hold Activity
For Single Parents

WESTFIELD – As part of its ef-
forts to enhance family relationships
and foster togetherness, the Westfield
Area “Y” has planned another event
for divorced and single parents.

The parents-only activity will take
place at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, January
27, at Jeffery’s in Westfield. Partici-
pants may go bowling or dancing
afterward.

Responses are required and may be
made by calling Jill Brown at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 415, or e-
mailing jill.brown1@comcast.net.


