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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

FANWOOD $409,000 FANWOOD $439,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $440,000 WESTFIELD $559,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $635,000

WESTFIELD $799,900

Don’t miss this Cape Cod featuring a large Country Kitchen and 2
new baths.  The many updates include a newer roof, windows, plumbing,
storage shed and central air.  Great location.  Best buy in town!

Great location!  Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 full bath home on desirable
street.  Includes an open floor plan, Eat-In Kitchen with attached
Family Room area, very close proximity to schools and NYC
transportation.

Custom brick Ranch.  Designed for one floor living, this 2 Bedroom,
1.5 bath home includes a Formal Living Room, Dining Room, den,
great flow and generous rooms.  Convenient to NYC bus, town and
Echo Lake Park.

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial.  Beautifully updated, new
CAC, new windows, all new interior doors, two-level deck, gas fireplace
and newer Kitchen.  A must see.

Center hall Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Family Room
with fireplace, finished basement, CAC, gas heat, hardwood floors
and much more on 150’ x 100’ lot.  Very tranquil location.  An
absolute must see.

A little bit of country!  This lovely 3 Bedroom, 2 bath home sits on
nearly half acre.  Updated and decorated, it boasts a Family Room
and finished basement, lovely bath, new roof and gas heat.

A belated congratulations to coach
Glen (Little G.K.) Kurz and the WHS
wrestlers for their wild 40-39 victory
over Kearny. The win was achieved on
the seventh tiebreaker criteria, most
first points scored.

The tiebreaking tiebreaker came
about when freshman John Barnes
scored the first points in the 14th and
final bout of the evening. Barnes was
eventually pinned, tying the match at
39, but his critical first takedown proved
the difference. Up to that match,
Westfield had scored first in seven of
the 13 bouts.

(Despite the WHS win, The Den
remains 1,000 percent against
tiebreakers in any form — including
extra innings in baseball, overtime in
football, basketball, soccer — and
thinks it is beyond silly and stupid to
make a team that earned a 7-7 split in
bouts, including pins in the last three
matches to get to 39-39, and tied on the
first six tiebreakers, come away from
the meet as a loser.

Sports Illustrated last week had a
long article on how the “penalty shot”
tiebreaker has been a boost to interest
in the league. But is it really a fair way
to decide a game that was dead even
through three regulation periods and
two overtimes of each team playing a
man down? Or is it just another bogus
attempt at creating bogus interest in
what’s really a great sport? It’s not like
it’s a normal part of hockey; penalty
shots happen a little more often than
Halley’s Comet comes through the sky.
And flickoffs in field hockey? Penalty
shots in soccer? It just doesn’t seem
that the end result — creating a winner
and, by extension, a loser — is justi-
fied by the means of doing it. And the
NFL’s overtime, which more often than
not is won by the team winning the OT
coin toss, is just plain dumb if only one
team gets the ball. Maybe baseball
should go to a home-run hitting con-
test after a regulation tie? Basketball
could have selected players on each
team play a game of O-U-T or H-O-R-
S-E to decide it.

(Having grown up in a time when
ties were just one of the three possible
endings to any game apparently gives
me a different viewpoint. Back then a
tie was “like kissing your sister” but I
guess I thought it meant Jimmy Tyler’s
sister, Sue.)

Anyhow, the Kearny Kardinals, a
perennial soccer power, have been a
tough wrestling opponent for the Blue
Devils. In the previous 12 meetings,
WHS had just five wins — in 1995-96,
2002-03-04.

After notching a couple more non-
tiebreaker wins last week, WHS —
which has bounced back very well
from last year’s injury-wracked winless
season —brought a 5-0 record into last
night’s huge matchup with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

Speaking of WHS-SPF wrestling,
last night’s match was the 49th in the
history of the rivalry, which Westfield
leads by a 27-18-3 margin. The schools’
first meeting was on Feb. 20, 1959 at
the semi-new SP-F gymnasium. Here
is a bout-by-bout account of that night:
98 pounds: Doug Wight (W) won by
forfeit.
106: Ken Simms (W) won 5-3 over Jules
Pushman.
115: Chuck Wister (W) won by forfeit.
123: Bill Phelps (W) drew 4-4 with Chuck
Hartman.
130: Dennis Powers (W) won 4-2 over
Fred Loy.
136: Jeff House (SPF) pinned Ron
Viglianti in 3:23.
141: Dave Zaparanick (W) drew 1-1 with
Al Long.
148: Frank Ross (SPF) won 4-2 over
Rich Bales.
157: John Wells (SPF) pinned Bob
Mueller in 3:45.
168: Gerry Luebeck (W) won 2-0 over
Ralph Manfredi.
178: Dave Martin (W) won 2-1 over Felix
Sanguiliano.
Hvy: Gene Barron (W) pinned Tony
Kalbfus in 5:56.
Final score: WHS 36, SPF 12

DEN TRIVIA
When was the last year the WHS

girls basketball team won at least one
game in both the Union County and
NJSIAA tournaments?

KUSKA RETURNS
Back in November, Alexi Kuska got

the word that she would need an opera-
tion to remove a tumor from her left
leg. The sophomore is one of the top
swimmers on the WHS girls team, and
it meant she would miss quite a bit of
crucial training time, dual meets with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Bridgewater-Raritan plus her club
team’s annual trip to Buffalo for the
Star Invitational.

Amazingly, Kuska was back in the
pool training within weeks and last
weekend she swam with her club team
at the Burgdorff Invitational at Rutgers.
In her first competition in months, she
swam the 200-meter freestyle in 2:13,
which converts to under 2:00 in yards,
a very solid performance. She also
swam the 50 (25.9 converted) and 100
(56.6) freestyles.

She hasn’t gotten her kick back full
strength yet, and pushing off the walls
and diving at the start are still difficult.
But she was expected back in the WHS
lineup this past Tuesday for their big
meet with top-ranked Mount St. Mary.
Today she’ll be on the bus with the
WHS girls as they head to
Hillsborough.

You have to appreciate an athlete
that dedicated to a sport, especially
one like swimming, where the gains
are more personal and where the
school-wide recognition for dedica-
tion and accomplishment is negligible.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or is anybody else tired of reading

about golfer Michelle Wie, the tal-
ented teenager who last weekend failed

to make the cut at yet another event on
the PGA Tour. The 16-year-old high
school junior has tons of talent, but
she’s never really done a lot when she
played in LPGA events. The tour spon-
sors obviously love having her there,
because it increases the event’s public-
ity.

Her father/coach/advisor, B.J., ob-
viously sensing the “big picture” of
publicity even for poor showings at
men’s events, has set this course for his
prodigy. But it’s sad when a girl gets
more publicity for shooting a 79 and/
or missing the cut (of the top 72 or so
in that event) by four strokes, then the
male golfer who is actually playing
well and leading the event.

There is a place for your daughter,
Mr. Wie. It’s called the LPGA Tour.
Annika Sorenstam found out that she
can’t play competitively against the
men, but she’s an awesome player and
totally dominates the women’s tour.
That almost makes too much sense.

Women’s libbers must think Wie is
the greatest thing since Billie Jean
King defeated 110-year-old Bobby
Riggs 35 years ago. But you have to
wonder how the National Organiza-
tion for Women (NOW) folks would
react if some of the top male teenagers
decided that — if Wie can play against
the men — rather than try to qualify for
the PGA Tour, they could make more
money, and easier money, on the LPGA
Tour. I mean, what’s good for the goose
is good for the gander, no?

MILLER TIME
Erin Miller had quite a game last

week as the WHS girls basketball team
handled Newark East Side, 64-28. The
multi-talented sophomore had 18
points, grabbed 14 rebounds, handed
out 10 assists and made nine steals.

The girls were 8-3 as of this writing,
but two of those L’s were to Scotch
Plains and Cranford. Hopefully those
will be avenged in the rematches.

TRIVIA ANSWER
You have to go all the way back to

the 1989-90 season, when coach Dave
Shapiro’s team beat Brearley, 68-35,
in its county opener and Roxbury, 56-
26, in its sectional opener. WHS lost in
the next round to Governor Livingston
and Irvington, respectively.

That 1990 squad’s starters were
Marcie Williams (302 points), Claudia
Carnevale (263), Kim Kumpf (226),
Rene Stevens (218) and Jodi Heimlich
(73). Coming off the bench was a very
talented freshman named Tameeka
Dixon (173), the daughter of WHS
Hall of Famer Boo Bowers, who trans-
ferred to Linden, then went on to be-
come an all-American at Kansas and a
star in the WNBA.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions or trivia ques-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

It Was a Great ‘W’ for WHS,
But Tiebreakers Still Stink

HENDRICKS NETS 12, HARRIS HITS 10

Viking Cagers Bewilder
NP Lady Canucks, 52-35

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged defense along with offen-
sive success from Ally Walls, Lesley
Hendricks and Courtney Harris in the
first quarter earned the 5-3 Union
Catholic High School girls’ basket-
ball team a 52-35 victory over the
North Plainfield Canucks in Scotch
Plains on January 13.

Hendricks, a senior guard, deliv-
ered a game-high 12 points, handed
out five assists, three rebounds and
was the main basketball thief with
three. Walls zeroed in and hit the
target with three 3-pointers. Senior
guard Courtney Harris fired in 10
points, crashed the boards with four
rebounds and finished with two as-
sists. Sophomore forward Taryn
Barnes hit three free throws and pulled
down eight rebounds. Junior guard
Aerielle Belk netted six points and
had four rebounds, two steals and two
assists. Senior forward Eileen Dopart
recorded two points and five assists.
Junior guard Toni Harrell dropped in
seven points and finished with four
assists. Nori Nieves led the Canucks
with 12 points.

“We had some disruptions early
on, however we’re starting to know
each other on offense and beginning
to play as a unit. Our defense is pick-
ing up, our offense is starting to flow
a little better and I just think we’re
getting better,” said Viking Head
Coach Katie Matthews. “We’re work-

ing towards February and hope to be
a lot better by then for the county
tournament.”

The clinging Viking defense did its
job and limited the Canuck maroon
shirts to nine points in the first quar-
ter. In the meantime, Walls rattled the
net with two 3-pointers, Belk fired in
six points, Hendricks dropped in five
and Harris added two to give the
Vikings a 19-9 lead.

“They started out in a zone where
we have been struggling in the past
few games; however, our hard work
during practice paid off today and we
came out strong and shut them down,”
noted Walls. “We had our open shots
and they had to come out of the zone
and play man-to-man. That set the
tone for the rest of the game.”

The Canucks stiffened their de-
fense in the second quarter and did
some offensive dazzling of their own,
creating a 10-9 advantage. Walls
banged in a 3-pointer and Harris
scored three points as the Viking led
28-19 at the half.

“We were kind of slow adjusting
coming out of the zone,” explained
Walls.

The Viking defense got stingier in
the third quarter, holding the Canucks
to five points and added to the effec-
tiveness of their intensity by position-
ing themselves in the right spots. Har-
ris penetrated underneath and laid in
six points and Hendricks pumped in
two to give the Vikings a 38-24 lead.

The Viking outscored the Canucks,
14-11 in the fourth quarter led by
Barnes who rattled in four points.
North Plainfield   9 10   5 11 35
Union Catholic 19   9 10 14 52

Raider Cagers Erase
Lady Minutemen, 46-21

Jackie Law scored 11 points and
Allie Zazzali and Lauren Mains each
bucketed 10 to lead the 7-4 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team to a 46-21 erasing of
Elizabeth in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 14.
Elizabeth   7   5   4   5 21
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 15   8 13 46

Devil Girls Get 4th
At Pirate Swim Meet

The Westfield High School
girls swimming team placed
fourth with a total of 128 at the
Pirate Invitational, won by
Mount St. Mary with 323.5, at
West Windsor-Plainsboro South
on January 15. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls, without
the services of Melissa Helock,
finished sixth with 98 points.

Raider Jillian Murphy touched
second in the 100-yard freestyle
with a time of 55.76 behind
Kathryne Chalikis of Hunterdon
Central at 54.58. Murphy also
placed fourth in the 50-yard free
with a time of 25.67. Chalikis
won the event at 25.39.

Blue Devil Lauren McCurdy
touched fourth in the 100-yard
backstroke with a time of
1:04.52 followed by Raider
Mary Henkels at 1:05.14. Blue
Devil Katie Morgan placed fifth
in the 100-yard breaststroke with
a time of 1:11.32. Westfield took
third in the 200-yard medley
relay at 1:56.33. The Raiders
took fourth in the 400-yard free
relay at 3:53.91 and sixth in the
200-free relay at 1:46.27.

As of January 16, the Raider
girls are ranked eighth in the
state and the Blue Devil girls are
ranked ninth.

See photos on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Lady Blue Devils Raze
East Side Cagers, 64-28

Erin Miller literally excelled
“across the board” as she scored 18
points, pulled down nine defensive
and five offensive rebounds, made
nine steals and had 10 assists to
lead the 8-3 Westfield High School
girls basketball team to a 64-28 raz-
ing of Newark East Side in Newark
on January 12.

Gab O’Leary put up 12 points,
including two 3-pointers, made six
steals and had seven assists.
Danielle Infantino netted eight
points, seven rebounds and two as-
sists. Casey El Koury had seven
points, three rebounds and three
steals. Katie Cronen had seven re-
bounds and two steals, LeAnne
Skorge had five rebounds, four
points and two steals and Tara
Handza contributed 12 points.
Westfield 16 14 19 15 64
East Side   9 10   1   8 28

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO DRIVE BY A DEFENDER…Viking guard Courtney Harris, No.
44, finished with 10 points to help guide Union Catholic to a 52- 35  victory.


