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Courtesy of Joan Adamowitz
WILD WEATHER…A tornado was spotted on the evening of Friday, January 7
over Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. The picture of the funnel, which never
touched down, was taken by Sandra Circle resident Joan Adamowitz from her
driveway at 5:20 p.m.

SP-F BOE Votes to Replace
NJPASS With TerraNova Test

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) voted last Thursday night to
scrap the standardized assessment
tests currently used for students in
grades five through seven and replace
them with a test that complies with
the new 2005-2006 interim assess-
ments ordered by the state. The board
also delayed discussion on the school
budget pending more information
from the state and announced that
negotiations with the teachers’ union
are on hold pending the arrival of a
fact finder.

The interim test – the New Jersey
Proficiency Assessment of State
Standards (NJPASS) – will replace
the TerraNova test for fifth and sev-
enth grades and the Stanford test for
sixth graders currently used by the
district, said Dr. Margaret Hayes,
assistant superintendent for instruc-
tion.

The board also tabled discussion of
the 2006-2007 budget, noting that it
is still waiting for state aid figures
from Trenton, which will not be re-
leased until Tuesday, February 28. It
was noted that the state has not re-
leased cost-of-living increases, which
are normally announced in mid-Janu-
ary. The budget will be discussed at
the Thursday, January 26 meeting if
there is additional information avail-
able.

The meeting opened with a video
presentation by Brunner School Prin-
cipal Jodi Frank of pre-K teacher
Bernadette Hoyer’s “Butterfly Pa-
rade.” The video illustrated Ms.

Hoyer’s program to raise butterflies
from caterpillar through metamor-
phosis stages.

In addressing the testing changes,
Dr. Hayes said the New Jersey De-
partment of Education will adminis-
ter the NJPASS this spring, and she
added that the tests are “aligned with
the state’s core curriculum content
standards in mathematics and lan-
guage arts literacy.”

Officials said the interim test is
important because it will bring the
state into compliance with federal
regulations in the federal No Child
Left Behind Act.

The act requires the testing of all
students in grades three through
eight. Using the interim test will
accomplish this while allowing ad-
equate time to develop a broad vi-
sion for a new state-wide assess-
ment system and translate that sys-
tem into specific assessment poli-
cies and programs, Dr. Hayes ex-
plained.

The state – which selected River-
side Publishing’s NJPASS as the in-
terim test – previously had no testing
requirement for grades five through
seven. Under Scotch Plains-
Fanwood district policy, students in
those grades were already being as-
sessed with TerraNova and Stanford
tests.

To avoid double-testing this spring,
the BOE voted to approve a motion to
replace the two tests with the NJ
PASS.

 “Because NJPASS is mandated it
would not make sense to keep
TerraNova and Stanford, essentially
double testing everyone,” said board
member Craig Nowlin.

BOE member Betty Anne Woerner
asked whether there is any process to
get long-term studies so teachers can
see results from previous years’ tests
for individual students.

“That is in process, but we must be
careful that the tests are aligned if
we’re going to compare them,” Dr
Hayes said. She added that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district is hoping that
the state will have “resources and the
wherewithal” to track students.

Meanwhile, in other action, the
board approved a new calculus text-
book for the high school, replacing
the text used since 1994. The new text
will be used for academic, and not
advanced placement, calculus
courses.

 Ms. Woerner questioned the use of
two different books for the courses. It
was explained that the advanced
placement course book was prepared
to meet College Board designs.

The board also approved person-
nel changes recommended by Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye, including a new French
teacher at the high school and a new
resource center teacher at Terrill
Middle School.

Transportation contracts for School
One Route and Evergreen Route were
awarded to Amaker & Porterfield of
Plainfield.

At BOE Vice President Thomas
Russo’s direction, the office of the
superintendent has been reviewing
and updating existing policies. Four
policies recently reviewed were ap-
proved by the board with no major
changes: Affirmative Action/Sexual
Harassment, Equal Opportunity
Employment, Controversial Issues
and Recognition of Cultural, Eth-
nic and Religious Beliefs and Cus-
toms.

In other board business, the BOE’s
negotiations committee is awaiting
the appointment of a fact finder in
negotiations with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association. Mr.
Nowlin reported that negotiations are
underway with the Teamsters, and
there are meetings scheduled through-
out the coming months. The union
represents school custodians, general
maintenance workers, bus drivers,
grounds personnel and hall monitors.

The meeting ended with the board
adopting a resolution proclaiming
February “Black History Awareness
Month.”

“African-American history is part
of American history and is well inte-
grated into the curriculum – as it
should be – but it is important to give
it this recognition,” said Mr. Russo.

Township, County Officials
Meet to Review Projects

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains officials this week held their
long-sought meeting with Union
County officials about several mat-
ters of interest to the township.

During a meeting on Tuesday with
Alexander Mirabella, chairman of the
county freeholder board, County
Manager George Devanney, Parks and
Recreation Director Charles Sigmund
and two administrators of the county
open space trust fund, Mayor Martin
Marks and Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins discussed the long-de-
layed deer reduction program that
Scotch Plains has sought for the
Ashbrook Reservation.

“We’re getting no cooperation from
the state,” Mr. Atkins told the town-
ship council at its conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening. He said state
officials in Trenton are telling the
county, in effect, that they might ap-
prove a deer hunt permit only if rec-
reational hunting is permitted first.
He said county officials are under-
standably hesitant to allow such hunt-
ing in a non-rural area of New Jersey.
The state acknowledges a deer over-
population problem, but “this is not

Sussex or Warren County,” Mr. Atkins
said, adding that township officials
are “frustrated” by the repeated de-
lays, which he blamed on the state.

Mayor Marks said the township
wants to be “partners and allies with
the county in convincing state offi-
cials that their philosophy is not help-
ful.” He said the county’s hesitation
about allowing recreational hunting
is valid because it “could be problem-
atic for the county.” The mayor termed
it “a safety issue,” but said not reduc-
ing the deer herd in the Ashbrook
Reservation also presents a safety
issue because of the increased risks
of cars colliding with deer crossing
streets. The mayor said he doesn’t
want to “lose our window of opportu-
nity for 2006 to have something ac-
complished.”

Township and county officials also
discussed the planned working farm
the county will open on the former
Sevell property on Cooper Road.
Green Meadows Children’s Farm Co.
will lease of about 22 acres that will
be turned into an interactive educa-
tional and recreational facility with
farm-related exhibits, tours, pony
rides, hayrides and picnic grounds.

Council members have expressed

some concerns about the operation of
the site, which is located in a residen-
tial neighborhood. Green Meadows
is expected to appear before the town-
ship planning board to review and
explains its plans, although the board
has no official jurisdiction to force
any changes in the planned opera-
tion.

Union County officials will open
bids this week for the refurbishment
of two ballfields in Scotch Plains, one
on westbound Route 22 near the high-
way overpass at New Providence
Road and the other at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
on Raritan Road.

Mr. Atkins said on Tuesday that
the initial round of bids late last year
had resulted in nine bids being re-
ceived. The low bid, he said, was
slightly higher than the county’s cost
estimate for the project; when county
officials determined that the paper-
work for the low bid was incom-
plete, they decided to reject the bids
and ask for a new round of bids.
County officials told Mayor Marks
and Mr. Atkins this week that work
on the two fields is expected to begin
this year, with the fields being ready
for play in 2007.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVING ON UP...Development is underway on South Avenue and First Street in Fanwood across from the Chelsea. Upon
completion, the project will feature two floors of commercial, one floor of retail and 12 luxury condos.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE MARKET…Lord & Taylor on North Avenue is on the market along
with the remainder of the 55-store chain by Federated Department Stores.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FEELING IS MUTUAL...Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jon Ellis (second from left) and
battalion chief John Lestarchick (far left) aid Westfield firefighters during the
Westfield Avenue fire on Monday. Chief Ellis served a dual role-- as police chief
and mutual aid coordinator from Union County.

Lord & Taylor Chain on Market
Including North Avenue Dept. Store

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Federated Depart-
ment Stores, Inc. announced its plans
last Thursday to sell its recently ac-
quired Lord & Taylor chain by the
end of the year. The future of all 55
stores, including the Westfield loca-
tion, remains uncertain.

Federated’s chief executive officer,
Terry J. Lundgren, released a state-
ment citing that Lord & Taylor “does
not fit with our strategic focus for
building the Macy’s and
Bloomingdale’s national brands.”

Analysts speculate that Federated
may choose to sell to a private buyer
rather than another department store
competitor due to the fact that many
Lord & Taylor locations are close in
proximity to Macy’s and
Bloomingdale’s. A private buyer
could choose to keep it or sell the real
estate for uses other than stores.

The mere possibility of Lord &
Taylor closing its doors dismayed
many local customers shopping at the
Westfield store this past weekend.

“I grew up in Cranford and have
been shopping here forever,” re-
marked Scotch Plains resident
Kathleen Cameron, who was shop-
ping for gifts on Sunday afternoon.

Westfield resident Joan Kronick
said, “I’m here practically every week-
end. Their sales are great and its so
convenient having it right here in
town. I’m so sad.”

Kathy Regan of Scotch Plains
voiced a sentiment echoed by several
other customers. “It’s a great place to
shop without having to go all the way
to the mall.”

Founded in 1826, Lord & Taylor
carries popular upscale designer la-
bels like Ralph Lauren, Michael Kors
and DKNY as well as its own brands
like Identity, Kate Hill and Grant
Thomas. Its flagship store on Fifth
Avenue in New York City is renowned
for its annual Christmas window dis-
plays.

According to Westfield Tax Asses-
sor Annmarie Switzer, Lord & Taylor
opened its  Westfield location in 1990,
replacing the long standing Hahne’s

Department Store.
For now, the Lord & Taylor stores,

which operate in a dozen states and
the District of Columbia, will remain
open conducting business as usual.
Its future will depend on who buys it.

“Whoever buys it better keep it
open,” said one shopper who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous. “If it
closes, my wife will be destroyed.”

Many customers also voiced their
concerns that the store could be sold
to be replaced by condominiums or
other housing.

“Please no more condos. We have
too many people already,” Ms.
Cameron added. “We need a depart-
ment store here.”

According to Kathy Nemeth of
Westfield’s Engineering and Zoning
Departments, the property at 609
North Avenue is zoned for business
only. To change the zoning would be
a complicated procedure involving
appearing before the board and se-
curing a variance.

Sherry Cronin, Executive Director
of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion which manages the town’s spe-
cial improvement district, emphasized
that the Westfield store is not closing,
and it is merely the Lord & Taylor
brand that is up for sale.

“Lord & Taylor is a very important
store to us. Right now it’s business as
usual and we hope it will continue,”
she said.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood Fire Depts.
Assist At Fire Scene In Westfield
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Fire Departments were
utilized on Monday, January 16 to
help  Westfield firefighters, along with
over 10 Union County fire depart-
ments, fight a three-alarm blaze on
Westfield Avenue.

Scotch Plains Police Chief Jon Ellis
served a dual role in helping, both as
Scotch Plains fire chief and as a mu-

tual aid coordinator from Union
County.

The fire departments reported at
the scene that the Westfield Family
Practice offices of Dr. John
Tabachnick and others at 563
Westfield Avenue were evacuated and
no injuries were reported.

Westfield Police Chief Dan Kelly
said he received a call at 3:05 p.m.
indicating that there was an alarm
sounding at Dr. Tabachnick’s office.
His staff was told by the dispatcher to
evacuate the building.

The chief said on arrival there was
smoke from the second floor apart-
ment in the rear of the building. Fire
conditions on the second floor ex-
tended to the third floor apartment,
which caused “extensive structural
damage to the second and third and
moderate water damage to the first
floor.” No injuries were reported.

Because it was a three-alarm fire,
units from all over Union County
responded. First, paid fire fighters
squads from Cranford, Roselle and
Plainfield, along with Elizabeth and a
mutual aid task force from Clark
Township, Kenilworth, Union and
Fanwood covered the rest of town,
while Garwood, Mountainside and
Scotch Plains relieved the personnel
on the scene.

The chief said that the number of
departments and determining who is
deployed is based on resource re-

quirements because the fire was
deemed “an urgent request.”

“The area of origin was the kitchen
on the second floor apartment,” the
chief said. “No one was home in the
apartment at the time of the fire.”

The blaze was under control in an
hour and the crews conducted a fire
watch until 9 p.m. No firefighter inju-
ries were reported. “Many teams (fire
personnel) were used because of the
size of the structure, the amount of
fire and the age of the structure,” the
chief said.

Icing posed a hazard on the ladders
and did hamper some of the fire sup-
pression activities. Extreme caution
was exercised, the chief said, noting
that even the overspray on the hose
froze.

The fire impacted Neil Bradley, a
local real estate agent. Mr. Bradley
told The Westfield Leader that he re-
turned home on Tuesday to bring as
much of his personal belongings to
his parent’s home as he can salvage.

The chief, who returned to the scene
to survey the damage, said “they won’t
be occupying the building for quite
some time.” When asked for a
timeframe, he said it would be months.
Until then, he said Dr. Tabachnik and
his insurance company must negoti-
ate to determine the next step. Chief
Kelly believes that they will choose
to rehabilitate the site.
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