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Erratum
An article on coverage of the

Westfield Town Council’s January 10
meeting should have said that Coun-
cilman Vicki Kimmins abstained on a
vote to have the planning board re-
peal the town redevelopment desig-
nation on Elm and Prospect Streets.

WF BOA Names Wilt Chair,
Hears Central Ave. Proposal

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At their annual re-
organization meeting last Thursday,
the planning board elected former
Board-of-Adjustment (BOA) Chair-
man Vince Wilt as its new chairman.
In addition, Darielle Walsh and Lori
Duffy joined the board.

Former board members Brian Power
and Jay Boyle left the board after their
terms expired on December 31.

As his first official duty, Mr. Wilt
nominated William Cariste, Philip
Leary and Matt Nilsen as the nominat-
ing committee for the vice-chairman
seat. Mr. Wilt said that the committee’s
recommendation would be announced
at the planning board’s February 6 meet-
ing.

Other appointments included Russell
Finestein as the board attorney and Blais
Brancheau of Robert Catlan Associates
as the planning board consultant.

The new subdivision/site-plan review
committee consists of Mr. Wilt, Mr.
Finestein, Robert Newell, Zoning Of-
ficer Kathleen Neville and the new vice
chairman.

The board also appointed liaisons at
the reorganization meeting. Mr. Newell
will serve as on the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, Ms. Duffy will serve
on the tree preservation commission
and Mr. Cariste will serve on the archi-

tectural review committee.
Only one application was heard at

the board’s regularly scheduled meet-
ing and will be continued until the Feb-
ruary meeting.

C.F.G.R., L.L.C., the owner of 430,
500 and 510 Central Avenue, is seeking
major site-plan approval to demolish
the existing housing on the three lots
and construct a new building. The ap-
plicant is looking to create a building
that will have a basement parking ga-
rage, retail or office space on the first
floor and eight apartments each on the
second and third floors.

Testifying on behalf of the applica-
tion was Edward Dec, the applicant’s
engineer, stated that the project had
been through many revisions. He noted
that it was first planned for 26 apart-
ments, a number that the applicants
reduced first to 20 apartments and now
to 16.

He stated that the project proposes
two one-bedroom apartments and 14
two-bedroom apartments and includes
45 parking spaces. Mr. Dec said the
project was required to have between
50 and 72 parking spaces, depending
on the use of the building.

Mr. Brancheau stated that in his
estimation, the project would need be-
tween 61 and 89 parking spaces. He
stated that 20 spaces would be needed
for the residential use and between 41
and 69 spaces for non-residential uses.

Mr. Brancheau concluded that the
size of the building be reduced.

Mr. Dec said Mr. Brancheau wants
the project to keep getting “smaller and
smaller and smaller.”

Architect Roger Winkle also testi-
fied on behalf of the project for the
applicant. He noted that the building
would have a large atrium area with the
office/retail space. He said it would
also include two sets of stairs, an eleva-
tor and a skylight.

Mr. Cariste said the atrium area was
too large for the project. Mr. Winkle
explained that the applicants wanted
the large area to resemble an atrium
area in a mall, “but not as big in com-
parison.” In further testimony, Mr.
Winkle noted that the atrium would
measure 1866 square feet.

Mr. Winkle stated that the proposed
two one-bedroom units would have one
bathroom, while the 14 two-bedroom
units would each have 1.5 baths. He also
noted that all units would have a washer
and dryer, an eating/dining area, a kitchen
and a living-room area.

Commenting on the entire project Mr.
Cariste said, “I don’t get the building; it
has five different architectural styles.”
He said the architect should pick one
type of style “and stick with it.”

Mr. Winkle said, “We feel they all go
together.”

Mr. Newell told the architect that
according to the plans submitted, there
was a column that went goes into the
center of a kitchen in one of the apart-
ments.

Late in the meeting, traffic expert
Brian Intindola testified that based on
his study, the trip generation to and
from the building would be only in 10’s
or 20’s of cars and would not be a
significant increase.

Board member James Foerst said the
county was going to eventually expand
Central Avenue, costing the area yet
anther six parking spaces.

“If this happens, what will happen if
we are not providing enough parking
spaces for the project?” he questioned.

Mr. Intindola addressed the board by
asking, “What does Westfield want –
highway capacity or a better Central
business district?” He stated that the
project would promote more pedes-
trian traffic in the area.

Mr. Foerst said, “Yes, I do want to
promote pedestrian traffic in the central
business district, but not by not provid-
ing enough spaces.”

The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, February 6 at
8 p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, January 7, a resident of the
100 block of Madison Avenue reported
that an attempt was made to burglarize his
motor vehicle, which was parked in his
driveway. The victim reported seeing a
male suspect wearing dark colored clothes
standing near the vehicle and told him to
get away from it, at which time the sus-
pect entered a waiting vehicle and left the
scene.

There was no further description of the
suspect. The driver’s-side-door handle of
the victim’s vehicle was damaged as a
result of the incident, but nothing was
taken.

Sunday, January 8, Brendan Sullivan,
18, and Marc Dowling, 18, both of
Westfield were arrested in the 1200 block
of Central Avenue and charged with ob-
structing administration of law and un-
derage possession of an alcoholic bever-
age. Dowling additionally was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.

The pair was arrested after police wit-
nessed the two men and a third individual
exiting the premises of a medical practice
that was closed at the time. As the officers
approached, they allegedly fled the scene,
with Sullivan and Dowling subsequently
being apprehended. Both men were re-
leased on their own recognizance.

Sunday, January 8, a resident of the
900 block of Boynton Avenue reported
that his motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked in front of his house. Sev-
enty-five cents in change was taken.

Sunday, January 8, a Gallows Hill Road
resident reported his bicycle was stolen
from the 100 block of Elmer Street.

Sunday, January 8, two motor vehicle
burglaries were reported in the 200 block
of Elizabeth Avenue. In both cases, the
vehicle was parked in front of the owner’s
home and nothing was reported missing.

Monday, January 9, a resident of the
1000 block of Boynton Avenue reported
that his motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked in his driveway. Nothing
was reported taken.

Monday, January 9, an Elizabeth Av-
enue resident reported that an unknown
person entered her motor vehicle while it
was parked in her driveway and stole her
wallet containing personal identification
and credit cards.

Tuesday, January 10, Sarah E. Nackson,
24, of Westfield was arrested at East
Dudley and Lawrence Avenues and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. She was
released on her own recognizance with
summonses.

Tuesday, January 10, Jeffrey Luker,
Jr., 21, of Westfield was arrested at
South and Windsor Avenues and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was
released on his own recognizance with
a summons.

Wednesday, January 11, Keith
McDevitt, 47, of Garwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) following a motor vehicle
stop at Clark Street and Dudley Avenue.
He was released to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, January 11, Tarnesha
Jenkins, 18, of Plainfield was arrested at
South Avenue and Crossway Place and
charged with DWI. She was released to a
responsible adult.

Thursday, January 12, Holly Alban,
22, of Cranford and Christa Jensen, 20, of
Clark were arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on Summit Avenue. Both
were released on their own recognizance
with summonses.

Thursday, January 12, Joseph McHugh,
42, of Westfield was arrested at Boule-
vard and Ross Place and charged with
driving while intoxicated. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Friday, January 13, Todd Aurand, 28,
of Roselle Park and Daniel Flacks, 19, of

Cranford were arrested at South and
Westfield Avenues and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia.

It was discovered that an outstanding
criminal warrant for $750 had been is-
sued by Cranford for Aurand, who was
turned over to Cranford police after being
served with summonses on the Westfield
charges. Flacks was released on his own
recognizance with a summons.

Friday, January 13, Frank Vollero, 24,
of Roselle Park was arrested at South
Avenue and Ross Place on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was released on his
own recognizance with summonses.

Friday, January 13, Diane Desantis,
66, of North Brunswick was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle accident at the north side Westfield
train station. She was released to a re-
sponsible individual.

During the course of the investigation,
Patricia Thomson, 53, of Westfield, a
passenger in Desantis’ vehicle, was ar-
rested on charges of obstructing adminis-
tration of law, disorderly conduct and
resisting arrest. There also was an out-
standing traffic warrant issued for
Thomson from Bridgewater, with bail set
at $89.

Thomson was released on her own
recognizance per the Bridgewater police
department and also was released on the
Westfield charges with summonses.

Saturday, January 14, following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Downer Street and
Osborn Avenue, Francis Byrd, 57, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated, refusal to sub-
mit to a breathalyzer test and operating a
motor vehicle without the owner’s con-
sent. He was released to a responsible
individual.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 12, John D. Garvin,

35, of Plainfield was arrested at Midway
Avenue and Russell Road following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Friday, January 13, Beatrice Ware, 59,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
Midway Avenue that revealed outstand-
ing warrants.

Friday, January 13, Edwardo Sanchez,
33, of Paterson was arrested at Terrill
Road and Midway Avenue following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Friday, January 13, Jacquelin D.
Walker, 50, of Orange was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road, which revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Sunday, January 15, Dmitry Opelbaum,
23, of Metuchen was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop
at Park Avenue and Front Street.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 11, a customer at

a Route 22 restaurant reported her motor
vehicle was burglarized while she was at
the restaurant. The victim stated the rear
passenger side window was broken and
several items were stolen from the ve-
hicle, including clothing, movies, a purse
and numerous credit cards.

Friday, January 13, Quawee A. Cureton,
23, of Newark was arrested and charged
with DWI after being involved in a single
car, serious motor vehicle accident on
Route 22, East, in which his car went out
of control, crossed over all the eastbound
lanes and struck a curb, then hit a utility
pole, spun 360 degrees and came to rest
approximately 350 feet from the initial
event.

According to police, Cureton failed all
the field sobriety tests at the scene and
later was transported to Overlook Hospi-
tal for medical attention, at which time
blood samples were taken and stored for
evidence.

Three Westfield Officers
Receive Promotions

WESTFIELD – Three members of
the Westfield Police Department re-
ceived promotions Thursday morn-
ing during a ceremony in the Westfield
Council Chambers that was attended
by dozens of family members and
other well-wishers.

The officers included David
Wayman, who has been elevated to
captain, Nicholas Norton, promoted
to lieutenant, and Christopher
Battiloro, who has been named a ser-
geant. Their ascension in rank fol-
lowed the promotion of John Parizeau
to Chief of Police. Chief Parizeau
took his oath of office on January 3.

Appointed to the department on
February 10, 1988, Captain Wayman
was assigned to the Detective Bureau
on July 1, 1997, named a plainclothes
officer on August 1, 1998 and el-
evated to Detective Second Grade on
November 1, 1999. He was promoted
to sergeant on February 1, 2001 and
to lieutenant on January 26, 2004.

Captain Wayman was assigned to
the Union County Narcotics Strike
Force from March 1995 to Septem-
ber 1995, and served on the Union
County Emergency Response Team
(UCERT) from 1994. He is certified
in Methods of Instruction and has
received 11 Certificates of Merit, 11
Command Citations and two Medals
of Merit.

Lieutenant Norton is firearms in-
structor for the Westfield Police De-
partment, certified in Methods of In-
struction and was assigned to the
UCERT from October 1994 until
January of 1998. He also served with
the Union County Narcotics Strike

Force in 1993. The lieutenant is work-
ing toward a bachelor’s degree at
Kean University.

He has been awarded five Certifi-
cates of Merit, 12 Command Cita-
tions, two Medals of Merit and one
Life Saving Award from the Westfield
Police Department.

Lieutenant Norton served as a dis-
patcher for the department in March
of 1986 and was appointed to the
department on August 31, 1987. He
was assigned to the Detective Bureau
on July 1, 1997 and named a plain-
clothes officer in January 1998. He
was promoted to Detective Second
Grade on July 7, 1998, Detective First
Grade on November 1, 1999 and to
sergeant on December 27, 1999.

Sergeant Battiloro graduated from
Clemson University in August of
1995 and was a part-time dispatcher
from October 1995 until his appoint-
ment to the department on July 25,
1997.

The sergeant, who graduated first
in his class from the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, has attended nu-
merous training schools and is certi-
fied in Methods of Instruction. He
has earned two Life Saving Awards
from the Westfield Police Depart-
ment and was assigned to the Union
County Hi-Tech Task Force in March
of 2001, receiving numerous com-
mendations for his service.

“All three are fine officers. They
have worked hard their entire careers,
they have always excelled at what
they have done and they deserve these
promotions,” Chief Parizeau told The
Westfield Leader on Monday.

CAREER MILESTONES…Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau, second from
left, and Captain Clifford Auchter, left, congratulate three fellow officers on their
promotions last week. The honorees included Captain David Wayman, center;
Lieutenant Nicholas Norton, second from right, and Sergeant Christopher
Battiloro.

“Everyone will be treated equally
from the chief on down,” he added.

When asked whether the former
chief should be allowed at the mu-
nicipal building and police headquar-
ters, the administrator responded,
“This is a public building, so we are
not going to allow anyone not to go to
the building.”
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Ex-Chief Altercation
He added that members of the gen-

eral public, including Mr. Tracy, are not
permitted in secure areas such as cer-
tain sections of the police department.
He said Chief Parizeau would look into
ensuring that policy is followed.

Chief Parizeau said he did not know
whether the altercation would become
part of a lawsuit filed by Officer Kasko
against the town on November 14. He
said that would be up to Officer
Kasko’s attorney.

In that suit, Officer Kasko alleged
he was harassed and retaliated against
after reporting information to mu-
nicipal officials per the town’s
“whistle blower” policy. Mr. Tracy
and Mr. Gildea were both named in
the three-count suit. Mr. Tracy also
was the subject of an allegation by
suspended Police Detective Sandra
Chambers, who charged that Mr.
Tracy tried to terminate her after their
alleged social relationship changed.

Benjamin Soloman  for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL TRADITION…Members of the volunteer Mountainside Fire Depart-
ment are sworn in during the council reorganization meeting on January 3.

tinction. Third Ward Councilman David
Haas disagreed, saying that the town had
no guarantee how future councils would
govern and noted that repealing the ruling
allows for the town to go through a formal
review process again, seeing if a potential
structure is warranted or “makes sense.”

Ultimately, the council consented last
week to repeal the distinction unani-
mously, with only Councilman Foerst
voting to keep the distinction as is.

Addressing the public at Tuesday’s
meeting, Councilman Foerst said “it is
the will of the council that we begin to
discuss a repeal. The actual redevelop-
ment statute is unclear, so (town attorney)
Mr. (Robert) Cockren is investigating
what legal requirements we have.” Coun-
cilman Foerst said when the process be-
comes familiar, a time frame can be es-
tablished. The council will recommend
the repeal as a zoning change, which may
cause a change in the master plan.

The council approved seven demoli-
tions — 200 Sunset Avenue, 36
Woodbrook Circle, 3 Village Circle, 900
Harding Street, 251 Sylvania Place, 545
Hort Street and 613 Short Hills Court.
Two demolitions were deferred for prop-
erties on 734 and 728 South Avenue West.

“For anyone who hasn’t driven by this
past week,” Councilman Foerst said,
“those properties no longer exist, so we
will be deferring the applications and the
town administrator is instructed to con-
tact the construction official to review the
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Westfield Council
situation.”

Also the council conducted first read-
ing on an ordinance that will amend the
tree preservation ordinance. The ordi-
nance, as Councilman Foerst explained,
was introduced last year to “preserve trees
and maintaining the natural look and char-
acter of the town. This is the first of
hopefully many ordinances to protect and
preserve the trees.” The ordinance will
mandate rules for taking trees down dur-
ing the construction process and protect
trees by putting up buffers and barriers
around them to prevent against accidental
destructions and adds a penalty if one
fails to comply.

The council moved two ordinances
governing the Memorial Pool. First Ward
Councilman Peter Echausse said the rec-
reation commission asked the council to
create a new category for membership at
the pool. It will create a parent and child
category to allow more people to join the
pool. Also, pool fees will rise “across the
board” in all categories except for indi-
viduals and senior citizens.

mately $175,000 next year,” Mr.
Berman said.

Also, 11 employees have opted into
the cash waiver for insurance pro-
gram, which allows employees to re-
ceive money instead of insurance; for
example, if their partner already has
insurance coverage. Board Vice Presi-
dent Ginny Leiz said, “We are one of
the few school districts who have
negotiated the cash waiver system in
Union County.”

Overall, the total expenditure for
employee insurance will increase
from $10,237,214 to $11,312,438, or
11 percent, for the 2006-2007 bud-
get.

The annual allocation for electric-
ity and natural gas is expected to
reach $1.35 million for the 2006-
2007 period, reflecting an increase of
approximately $215,000 from the
2005-2006 school year.

“We are hopeful to lock in a rate for
natural gas at lower than $14 per
dekatherm,” Mr. Berman said. The
school district uses approximately
50,000 dekatherms per year to heat
nearly one-million square feet of fa-
cility space.

In other news, kindergarten regis-
tration will commence on Wednes-
day and Thursday, January 25 and 26,
at the board administration building.
Also, on Monday, January 30, at 7:30
p.m., residents are invited to a special
presentation given by Dr. Foley to
learn about the budget process, how
tax dollars are allocated and district
priorities.

The board of education’s budget-
appropriations meeting schedule will
continue next week with curriculum
being the item for discussion on Tues-
day, January 24. The session set for
Tuesday, January 31, will feature
special education. On Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 7, fine arts and athletics will be
discussed, and the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14 meeting will include guid-
ance and technology. On Tuesday,
February 21, personnel and guid-
ance department allocations will be
discussed.

These meetings will start at 8 p.m.
in Conference Room 102 of the board
administration building on Elm Street.
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WF BOE

Lincoln School Expansion
To Be Completed by Spring

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s board
of education opened Tuesday night’s
meeting with a report on the final stages
of the Lincoln School expansion and
renovation project.

Jim Philbin and Scott Ayres of Con-
struction Services announced that the
third phase is nearly complete and that
the building was turned over to the
District on December 30.

The report stated that there is still a
considerable amount of site work to be
completed, including the parking-lot
and playground paving, final grading
and landscaping and re-roofing of the
science lab area, all dependent on
weather conditions.

Although a temporary certificate of
occupancy was issued by the building
department, Mr. Philbin reported, “a
Certificate of Occupancy encompass-
ing all three phases of the project will
be issued upon completion of remain-
ing building inspection items.”

The “entire facility, with the excep-
tion of the playground, is available for
utilization by the district at its discre-
tion,” Mr. Philbin said. It is anticipated
the unfinished work will be completed
by the spring.

The board approved a number of
additional expenditures, at a total of
$16,567, for HVAC and electrical work
not originally anticipated. These in-
clude using wire to restrain diffusers
and grilles to the ceiling instead of
hurricane clips, ventilator humidistats,
heat detectors and additional outlets
and switches in the cafeteria and media
center.

The report also stated that the project
budget and contingency monies remain
secure and that contractor payments
are in line with work progress.

In his statement to the board, Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William
Murphy reported that teachers from
Cranford will be observing the every-
day math program in Garwood elemen-
tary schools and that Krafty Kitchen
has donated books and magazine racks
to district schools. He also announced
that the scheduled senior-citizen tech-
nology training would be postponed

until later in the year.
The board presented the new Local

Wellness/Nutrition policy stating that
the board is “committed to providing
school environments that promote and
protect children’s health, well-being
and the ability to learn by supporting
healthy eating and physical activity.”

In addressing the policy, Dr. Murphy
said he and board member Christine
Guerriero will meet with the PTA in
March to discuss its impact on
fundraising, the quality of lunches
served and the continuation of snack
time.

Meanwhile, in other news, it was an-
nounced that the PTA would invite Cap-
tain William Legg of the Garwood Po-
lice Department to speak with fifth grad-
ers about websites popular among local
children. Dr. Murphy said there is con-
cern that “children are indicating that
they are older than they are in order to
gain access” to some of these sites and
are providing personal information.

The Officer Phil Program, which
discusses safety and drug issues with
young children, will be presented at
Lincoln School on Thursday, January
19. The PTA has allocated $800 from
the mentoring budget to hire a speaker
on the topic “Children That Don’t Fit
In.”

Board President Adele Lewis re-
ported that Lincoln Middle School
math teacher Kelly Dunn was
awarded an Education Foundation
of Garwood grant of $3,475 to pur-
chase graphing calculators. The PTA
donated an additional $1,000 towards
the purchase.

“This will enable the school to go
farther in the curriculum and expose
children to more complex projects,”
Dr. Murphy stated.

Ms. Lewis also noted that $1,000
was donated to the Education Fund of
Garwood from money raised at the
local street fair.

Students and Teachers from Lincoln
and Washington School received a let-
ter from the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation commending them on raising
$8,538 in the School Walk for Diabe-
tes. It was the second highest amount
raised in the region.


