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SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2006 –8:00 P.M.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD

Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
$20 / $15 Students, Seniors or Subscription

Tickets Available at the Door and at 
Lancaster, Ltd., 76 Elm St., Westfield, NJ.

For Information Call: 908-654-5737 
Wheelchair Accessible

NEW JERSEY 
STATE COUNCIL

ON THE ARTS

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, 
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County 
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

CAS Chorus & Orchestra 

Soprano-Ellen Goff Entriken    Alto-Luthien Brackett
Tenor-Matthew Hughes    Bass-Dale Livingston

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
Magnificat

Johann Sebastian Bach
Magnificat

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey
James S.Little–Director

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jonathan Demme’s classic film,
Philadelphia, with Denzel Washing-
ton and Tom Hanks will be at the
Cranford Community Center on Tues-
day, January 17, at 7 p.m. Admission
is free. The Center is at 220 Walnut
Avenue. For information call (908)
709-7272.

* * * * * * *
The mild winter weather is perfect

for a walking tour. On Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, there will be a guided tour of
Newark’s Downtown Gathering
Places, leaving from the New Jersey
Historical Society at noon, and re-
turning at 1 p.m. The Society is head-
quartered at 52 Park Place. For infor-
mation, call (973) 596-8500 or go to
www.jerseyhistory.org/calendar.php.

* * * * * * *
The New Jersey Ballet will present

Sleeping Beauty on Sunday, January
15, at 2 p.m. at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theater, 1000 Morris Av-
enue, in Union. For information call
(908) 737-SHOW.

* * * * * * *
There is a free exhibit at the Reeves-

Reed Arboretum. Artist in Residence
Rosemary Howlett’s watercolors and
Chinese Brush paintings are on view
through February 13. The exhibit in-
cludes 15 –20 paintings on silk and
rice paper. While you’re at the Arbo-
retum, there will be some blooms,
like heath, heather, snowdrops, and
witch hazel. For more information,
call (908) 273-8787, or visit them on
the web at: http://www.reeves-
reedarboretum.org.

* * * * * * *
The JCC of Central New Jersey in

Scotch Plains is offering a series on
Kosher Cooking, including baking
challah and preparing Chinese food.
The first in three-part series will take
place on Wednesday, January 18, at 3
p.m. They are offering a package for
the series ($65 - $85), or attend any
one course ($12 - $50). For informa-
tion, log onto: http://www.jccnj.org/
koshercookingflyer.pdf.

Get Outta’
The House

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE TRUTH HURTS...A disheveled Chris Keller (David C. Neal), reads a letter
from his brother to parents Joe Keller (James Broderick) and a stunned Kate
Keller (Cathy Magee) in Westfield Community Players’ production of All My
Sons. Arthur Miller’s two-act drama has as much to say today as it did when it
opened in 1947. It continues the run weekends through January 21.

FW Artist Jeanne Smith Brings
‘Pastels of Provence’ to WF Gallery

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – “Portraits of
Provence,” an exhibition of 16 pictur-
esque landscapes and two poignant
portraits created by Fanwood artist
Jeanne Smith in pastels, will be dis-
played at the Westfield Art Gallery at
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
in Westfield through Tuesday, Febru-
ary 28.

Mrs. Smith, who shared that her
exhibition was motivated by recent
trips in Southern France, studied in
Nice, France, and “returns often to
visit family and nurture a lifelong
love of Mediterranean light and color.”

Since she fell in love with Provence
about 20 years ago, she longs to spend
a summer in a villa in Southern France
painting every day.

“With a sister who lives there, I
might actually get to live this out one
day,” she said.

Mrs. Smith’s astonishingly afford-
able landscapes contain one central
theme: portals. Whether it is a win-
dow, archway, or doorway, the artist

likes to invite her audience into an
exciting new world. Flowers are also
frequently incorporated into her pas-
tels.

Beginning with a lace-curtained
window bursting with a pot of red
flowers in “Geraniums,” ($300) the
exhibit continues with an elderly
gentleman toting groceries in “Home

from the Market” ($200), while pots
of magenta blossoms surround. Ethe-
real light glistens the brick and purple
hues in “Eze Pathway” ($200), and
Mrs. Smith achieves a remarkable
texture on a wall set as the backdrop
for “Roses” ($350).

More inviting alcoves appear in
“Spring Morning Valbonne” ($200),
“Hotel des Armoires” ($150), while
one of my favorites, “Morning in
Roquefort” ($175) enchants the eye
with a palette of lush, deep greens
and a winding pathway of lively light.

Mrs. Smith’s exhibition continues
to impress with “Painted Ladies”
($150), a trio of chairs laden with
potted flowers she captured in the
hills above Nice. And, yes, a doorway
welcomes us to the right of the blue
and yellow chairs. “Red House” ($75)
is a charming encapsulation of quaint,
rural living.

The final landscapes – “Creperie”
($350) and “St. Remy Lamp” ($350)
– seem to best illustrate the artist’s
love for the French region. There are
stories to be told beyond their frames
and we want to learn more.

Mrs. Smith also included two por-
traits – “Leaving Childhood” and
“Allison” in her exhibition. The first
portrait, which depicts her son at a
much younger age (he is now 13), has
captured several awards. The pastel
and its subject seem to possess wis-
dom beyond their years.

Mrs. Smith says she loves portraits
because “I really do think every face
is beautiful. Painting a portrait is a
meditation on that person’s unique-
ness. It allows me to capture mood,
personality, the special spark that
makes a person who they are.”

“If I had to choose between por-
traits and landscapes, I would have to
pick portraits,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Through portraits,
Mrs. Smith knows she is part of some-
thing very personal and deep. The
reactions she receives reflect that
knowledge.

For example, her sister-in-law, upon
receiving a portrait of her son, told
Mrs. Smith, “You’ve got his soul!”
She also received a very appreciative
reaction from one of her students
after drawing her granddaughter and
newborn baby.

Becoming such an accomplished
artist didn’t quite happen overnight,
but Mrs. Smith’s decision to pursue
her love professionally was made
fairly recently.

“I have a PhD in English (Tufts
University), but always loved draw-
ing and painting,” she told The Leader/
The Times. “I was torn about what to
do in college and my dad said I was a
better writer than a painter.”

However, when her mother died at
49, Mrs. Smith said she realized it
was important for her to “spend what-
ever time I have doing what I love.”

Studies at the New Jersey Center
for the Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Sum-
mit with Enrique Flores-Galbis and
Alex Piccirillo from 2003 to 2004
and the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield with Rhoda Yanow from
2004 to 2005 became exciting
springboards for the artist, who
juggles quite a number of responsi-
bilities.

“I should mention that putting my
energies into an art career dovetails
quite well with my other profession –
fulltime mom (chauffeur),” she said.
“I can work as an artist during the day
and be flexible and free to do what-
ever I need to do with the kids (Ben,
13, Katie, 10 and Nicholas, 8). For
instance, I’ve often visited my kids’
classes to give watercolor workshops
and such.”

In 2005, Mrs. Smith was granted
the Marian Anderson Memorial
Award for Portraiture (NJCVA’s
Members Show), “Award of Excel-
lence” (Westfield Art Association
(WAA), 81st Annual Members’ Ex-
hibition Show), as well as the Dr.
Furman & Mildred Finck Memorial
Award and Edward W. Pardee Me-
morial Award (duCret School of Art
Fine Arts Show).

She has exhibited at several galler-
ies and various shows, including Jux-
tapose Gallery in Westfield, Allied
Artists of America National Juried
Show, and the Pastel Society of
America’s 33rd Annual Juried Exhi-
bition National Arts Club in New
York City.

And on top of all that, Mrs. Smith
is editing the newsletter for the newly
established New Jersey Pastel Soci-
ety.

“It’s an exciting new forum for
pastel artists, (a rapidly growing and
increasingly popular medium),” she
concluded.

The artist also teaches pastel
classes for adults in her home. She is
co-coordinator for the Westfield
Sketching Group, a branch of the
WAA, a member of the New Jersey
Pastel Society, WAA, an associate
member of the Allied Artists of
America, and a Juried Associate
Member of the Pastel Society of
America.

A special reception for Mrs. Smith

was held on Sunday, January 8.
The exhibition will be open to the

public from Tuesdays to Thursdays,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to noon. Admission is
free.

To contact Mrs. Smith about
commissioning a portrait or to pur-
chase one of her pastel pieces,
cal l  (908) 889-1566,  e-mail
jeannersmith@comcast.net or
visit mywebpages.comcast.net/
jeannersmith.

County Sponsors Arbor
Day Essay Contest

COUNTY – Union County is spon-
soring an Arbor Day essay contest
this year to encourage the recogni-
tion of the importance of trees in local
communities.

The contest is open to all sixth-,
seventh- and eighth-grade students in
the county. Students can enter short
essays of 150 words or less or poems
of any style. The topic of the essay or
poem is the importance of trees to
neighborhoods and Union County.
First-place winners will receive $50,
and second- and third-place winners
will receive $25 each. Winners will
be announced at each grade level, and
their awards will be presented at a
regular freeholder meeting.

To enter the essay contest, students
are instructed to ask their school princi-
pal for the rules to the Union County
Young Writers Contest. All entries must
be postmarked by Monday, January 30.
For more information call Nick Polanin,
a member of the Union County Shade
Tree Advisory Board, at (908) 526-6293
or e-mail Polanin@rcre.rutgers.edu.

“St. Remy Lamp,” pastel, by Jeanne R.
Smith, $350

“Painted Ladies,” pastel, by Jeanne R.
Smith, $150

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICTURESQUE PASTELS...Fanwood resident Jeanne R. Smith began display-
ing a collection of her pastel landscapes and two portraits at the Westfield Art
Gallery, nestled in the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-152 Broad Street
in Westfield. Mrs. Smith’s exhibition will run through Tuesday, February 28. A
reception for the artist was held on Sunday, January 8.

Music Studio Forms Jazz
Band, Holds Auditions

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Music Studio
will hold auditions for its newly
formed jazz band on Sunday, January
15, from 1 to 3 p.m. at 150-152 East
Broad Street.

NJWA Founder and Executive Di-
rector Dr. Ted Schlosberg will direct
the jazz band. Band members will
meet on Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. at the Broad Street location from
Saturday, January 21 until Saturday,
April 8. There is a $100 band mem-
bership fee.

Musicians must have at least one
year of playing experience on sax,
trumpet, trombone, drums, piano,
string bass, bass guitar or electric
guitar. For the audition, they should
bring the last completed or current
music book they are using.

Dr. Schlosberg hopes “to introduce
and develop skills” within the group
while they “have fun playing the jazz
band repertoire.” The types of music
will include jazz, rock, pop,

Dixieland, Broadway and Latin
rhythms.

To arrange for an interview time,
call The Music Studio at (908) 789-
9696 or visit the office at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Infor-
mation on other NJWA programs is
available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Watchung Stable
Offers Horse Clinic

MOUNTAINSIDE – Winter clin-
ics about horses will be offered at
the Watchung Stable in
Mountainside beginning Sunday,
January 15. The clinics will be held
on Saturdays and Sundays through
February 26.

Patrons nine years old through adult
are invited to register for as many
clinics as they would like. Each ses-
sion will last two hours and will focus
on one of a variety of topics. Classes
are designed for specific riding levels
and ages, with some open to all levels
of expertise, including people who
have never ridden before. The clinics
will be held in the barn or the lecture
area of the stable.

Space is limited and in-person pre-
registration is required at the
Watchung Stables, located at 1160
Summit Lane in Mountainside. The
cost is $20 per person for each clinic.
For further information, call the
Watchung Stable office at (908) 789-
3665.

‘All My Sons’ Transcends Time
In Theme And Motivation

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In the Westfield
Community Players’ second show of
the season, “All My Sons,” playwright
Arthur Miller shows that man’s greed
supersedes all. This 1947 two-act play
boasts universality not only in theme,
but also in character motivation.

The opening scene, amid howling
winds, a lightning storm and the top-
pling of a memorial tree, sets the
tone. Middle-aged Kate Keller wit-
nesses the physical maelstrom in her
yard that mirrors the emotional storm
brewing within her very core.

The drama, set in a post-World War
II American town, is a piece about the
tragic consequences in the lapse from
morality of an “ordinary” Joe, namely
American businessman, Joe Keller.
Almost 60 years after its Broadway
debut, this play still hits an emotional
bull’s eye.

In WWII, machine shop partners
Herbert Deever and Joe Keller sell
defective airplane parts to the gov-
ernment.

When airplanes crash because of
their deceit, both men go to jail. Keller
quickly is exonerated on what most
of his neighbors deem as flimsy evi-
dence, and he goes on to make a
fortune with his postwar business.

Grief’s mighty hand sometimes
clutches a person and won’t let go;
Kate is one of its victims. She asks

her neighbor to do her son Larry’s
horoscope to see if the day he was
reported missing was a lucky day for
him. Never mind that he has been
gone for three years; she’s convinced
he is alive and no one is going to
dissuade her from this mother’s intui-
tive knowledge.

While Kate hopes for a miracle
about one son, her other son Chris has
returned from the war as a decorated
officer who, unfortunately, lost all
the men in his company.

Although he makes a good living
working for his father’s plant now
and seems to be acclimating to civil-
ian life, he’s plagued with survivor’s
guilt.

For three years, Chris has been
corresponding with his brother
Larry’s former girlfriend, Annie. His
platonic feelings have turned to pas-
sion, so he invites her to their house in
hopes of asking her to marry him.

He tries to break the news to his
mother Kate, but she won’t accept the
fact that Chris wants to marry “Larry’s
girl” because that would preclude
Larry’s ever coming home.

One of Kate’s personal moments
that is shared with the audience –
mood-altering lighting by Bob
Murray transforms the stage, poignant
music by Glen Crane comes up and
Kate’s stirring interior monologue
about her dream of Larry flying over
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