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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Match Point:
Score One For Luck

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ popcorns

There’s a sports metaphor at its
very heart. So consider this analogy
about meeting up with Match Point,
Woody Allen’s latest offering. There
you are in your seat, the home plate of
movie going, waiting for the director
to wind and deliver. You’ve seen this
fellow before. He’s good.

So you adjust your popcorn bag,
scan the audience to see what kind of
a crowd there is this evening, and
ready yourself for the release. You
peer into the screen. And then, wham.
He changes up on you. Where did that
come from?

Something the likes of which you
have never seen from this film auteur
mercilessly blows by your surprise
center. Who’d a thunk it? You’d ex-
pect something of this sort, so skill-
fully finessed and presciently honed,
from Hitchcock. And wouldn’t be
disappointed at that.

Dusting off an old storytelling
mechanism to superb advantage, the
filmmaker waggles before us the fac-
tor of luck. You can’t prove its exist-
ence. It is, in its very essence, the
notion of unpredictability. It’s elu-
sive, indiscernible and indeterminate.

All the same, don’t discount the
role it plays, says Allen, especially as
regards the tale of Chris Wilton, an ex
tennis pro trying to further himself in
the social order. Shades of Robert
Walker, he is superbly realized by
Jonathan Rhys-Meyers.

Chris, though ranked and respected
by his peers, is certain he’ll never
make the real big bucks. So he takes
a job as the tennis pro at a posh
English country club. But if he had
planned to meet the very wealthy
Tom Hewett (Matthew Goode), be-
come his tennis instructor, and then
inveigle his way into the upper crust,
you’d never know it.

Has luck taken a hand? Or are we

missing something? And this is just
the beginning. Before it’s over, the
ball of fate will bounce back and
forth with dizzying consequence.
And sometimes, as the director so
eloquently posits, perhaps just to
vex us with the uncertainties that
predominate our lives, fortune will
cause that sphere to perch momen-
tarily but precariously on the net
itself. It hardly pleases our sense of
propriety to know that which side it
falls on will make all the difference
in the world.

Indeed, once it gets rolling, Match
Point has all the sturm und drang of
an opera. Yet, for all the heavy-
weight drama that’s brought to bear,
a respectful subtlety permeates.
There’s violence all right, psycho-
logically and physically. But in a
nod to the viewer’s intelligence, the
camera, this time manned by Remi
Adefarasin and edited by Alisa
Lepselter, knows when to politely
avert its eyes.

What you also won’t see is Woody’s
signature schmaltz, replete with shtick
and the implied suggestion that we
could all use a little time on the
therapist’s couch. It’s as if the umbili-
cal chord of his career has been cut.
There is no denying the breakaway, a
letting go, if you will.

Those of a religious bent may opine
that the national treasure, in wresting
from us some control of our destiny
and assigning it to chance, may be
headed in their direction next. Con-
strue that as you will. It’s just lucky for
us Mr. Allen decided not to show all of
his pitches in the early innings.

Try These Ideas During
National Hobby Month

NJWA Concert to Benefit
David Brearley Music Dept.
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts Concert Band
and members of the David Brearley
High School Band will present a com-
bined fundraising concert on Satur-
day, January 14 at 7:30 p.m. The
concert will be held at David Brearley
High School on 401 Monroe Avenue
in Kenilworth. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door at $5 per ticket.

This concert is being held to ben-
efit the Brearley Music Department
in order to purchase sheet music and
equipment, as well as to fund band
activities during the year. The NJWA
Concert Band is directed by Howard
Toplansky, author of Essentials of
Bassoon Technique. “Our repertoire
consists of classical pieces, jazz se-
lections, popular music, marches, and
show tunes. We appeal to all musical
tastes,” said Mr. Toplansky.

This performance will feature Michel
Legrand’s “I Will Wait for You” from
the film The Umbrellas of Cherbourg,
the patriotic Czech march “Lesetinsky
Kovar” by Emil Stolc, the “Freedom
City March” by Karl King, the “Rhap-
sody for Band” by John Cacavas and
the “Waltz for Wind Orchestra” by
Soviet composer Lev Sergeev.

Members of the Brearley High

School Band will join the NJWA
Concert Band under the direction of
Brearley Band Conductor John
Ondrey. Together the two groups will
perform several marching band hits
and other selections.

EVERYBODY CUT…Tony Cook (left) and Liz Jeffrey, chorus directors for the
2006 Washington School Show, rehearse well-known tunes, such as “Footloose,”
as opening night nears. The Broadway-style show, The Incredible, Super Reunion,
runs Friday, January 27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 28 at 2 and 8 p.m. To
support the Washington School PTO, order tickets ($7 matinee; $9 evening)
online at Reuniontix@aol.com. Include a name, performance and number of
tickets. A confirmation e-mail will follow.

Choral Arts Society To
Perform Magnificat

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., will per-
form Magnificat in D Major by Johann
Sebastian Bach and Magnificat by
his son, Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach,
on Saturday, January 21, at 8 p.m. at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located on Mountain Avenue at East
Broad Street.

James S. Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the evening’s
performance. Soloists include: Ellen
Goff Entriken, Soprano; Luthien
Brackett, Alto; Matthew Hughes,
Tenor and Dale Livingston, Bass. The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus. Admission is
$20 and $15 for seniors and students.
Tickets will be available at the door
and are also available at Lancaster,
Ltd., located at 76 Elm Street in
Westfield.

their house makes the audience expe-
rience her pain.

Justification for one’s actions may
seem right at the time, but situational
ethics is filled with holes. Joe has
reasons, excuses for his actions. Kate
has defenses for hers.

But living with a lie can be as
deadly as cancerous cells silently eat-
ing away at flesh.

This is a play about dodging reality
and forgetting the truth because one’s
life has been built on falsehoods.

A powerful play such as this needs
a powerful cast and WCP delivers it
especially in leads of Joe (James
Broderick), Kate (Cathy Magee) and
Chris (David Neal).

An emotional blusterer reminis-
cent of the physical windstorm in the
opening of the play, James Broderick
is a volcano erupting with uncon-
trolled frustration. As Joe, Mr.
Broderick belches forth rationale for
his immoral behavior while trying to
win his son’s respect.

What a commanding voice and
presence he makes on this intimate
stage.

The second piece of the family
puzzle is Kate, well played by Cathy
Magee. Attired in wonderful period
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WCP’s “All My Sons”
dresses and shoes, Ms. Magee serves
up an emotional performance filled
with subtleties and nuances. As she
hears news of her son Larry, her ner-
vous foot starts silent tapping. Her
multi-layered character convincingly
evokes pathos.

Rounding out the family trio is
Chris, played by David C. Neal, whose
emotional energy seems boundless
and whose credibility is impossible
to question. Scenes with his father are
gut-wrenching.

Veteran director Peter Clark has
made perfect choices in casting and
staging this talented cast.

Paul Bettys, Amanda Beelitz and
Renee Litwin (whose perky yet per-
sistent portrayal of Annie was just
intense enough) deliver notable per-
formances.

In this drama, truth is the unmen-
tioned behemoth that lurks in the shad-
ows of the Keller house and haunts
their dreams.

At the end of Act II, Chris Keller
delivers what seems to be part of the
time-transcending universal theme
when he admonishes his father: “Once
and for all, you must know that there’s
a universe of people outside and
you’re responsible to it.”

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — The holidays are behind
us, and the time is ripe for those
winter blues to creep into our lives.
One way to combat them, as the days
continue to be long, dark, and too
cold for many outdoor activities, is to
consider a hobby. If you already have
a hobby, perhaps it is getting stale,
and you should explore a new one.

There are a multitude of activities
available for folks of all ages, includ-
ing hobbies appropriate for the entire
family. Learn a new game with your
children, have each family member
build a birdfeeder or a bat house out
of wood and decorate it with paint or
mosaic pieces, or find a local volun-
teer project in which you can all par-
ticipate.

In Scotch Plains, New Jersey Nos-

talgia Hobby at 401 Park Avenue car-
ries a variety of supplies for the elec-
tric racing car enthusiast. Owner Joe
Corea explains, “The hobby that started
in 1960, has been around for 45 years.”
He carries the cars, from all over the
world, in four different scales, and
also has a racetrack inside.

If you’ve been yearning to learn
more about wines, the Stage House
restaurant and wine bar owner, Tom
Britt, likes to host wine-tastings in a
beautiful, historic setting in down-
town Scotch Plains. His philosophy,
“There’s no right or wrong. If you
like the wine, it’s a good wine,” is
shared by wine director Damon
O’Gara. Together, they create oppor-
tunities for the novice and the experi-
enced to enjoy five-course dinners
paired with wines.

On Friday, January 20, they will
host a Quintessa dinner, complete
with guest speaker George Staikos
from Quintessa. “This event,” explains
Mr. Britt, “will be educational, and
guests will taste vineyard blocks
(which go into blends), and 2001 and

2002 finished products.”
On February 24, there will be a

Hungarian wine dinner, accompanied
by Chef Eric’s spin on Hungarian
cuisine. For information about these
events, call the Stage House at (908)
322-4224, or visit their website at:
http://www.stagehouserestaurant.com/

Westfield’s Classic Thyme Cook-
ing School offers a selection of
classes, field trips and activities.
Owner David Mantone, CCP, is pas-
sionate about cooking, stating “It pro-
vides immediate gratification,
through all five senses.” For the hob-
byist, activities can be a time of peace-
ful retreat, or, in this case, an oppor-
tunity to meet others with similar
interests. Take for example, the
couple’s class, in which a group start-
ing off as strangers gets together on
Friday night for what becomes an

intimate dinner party.
Union County College offers

courses in a variety of subjects. Learn
to speak a foreign language, how to
use a digital camera, take piano les-
sons or become a ballroom dancer.
For a complete list of courses offered
this spring, log onto: http://
www.ucc.edu and click on the link
for Continuing Education.

Resources are plentiful. If you need
some ideas, visit your local hobby
stores, pick up a copy of a hobby
magazine, visit the hobby section of
your local bookstore, or surf the
Internet for ideas. Your local library
is not only a great source of informa-
tion, but may offer workshops and
classes as well.

The benefits of having a hobby are
many. It can provide your family with
some much-needed time together, or
it can provide you with a social outlet.
Think about joining a hiking group,
for instance. Your hobby may turn out
to be profitable. Mostly, it will pro-
vide you with a sense of accomplish-
ment and well-being.

‘Day at the Theater’
To Benefit Girl Scouts
WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts of

Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
have invited members of the commu-
nity to join them for a “Day at the
Theater” on Sunday, February 12.

Tickets are available to see the
Broadway hit Jesus Christ Superstar
at the Cranford Dramatic Club, lo-
cated at 76 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.

Doors will open at 2 p.m. for a gift
basket silent auction, and the curtain
will rise at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30 per
person. All proceeds will benefit pro-
grams and services the GSWRC pro-
vides to its nearly 11,000 girl and
adult members.

For further information or to pur-
chase tickets, please contact Vicki
O’Donnell at the council service cen-
ter at (908) 232-3236, extension no.
1221, or at vodonnell@gswrc.com.

Founded in 1957, GSWRC serves
24 communities throughout Central
Jersey, among them Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside, Ber-
keley Heights and Garwood.

The council Service Center and ad-
joining full service shop are located at
201 Grove Street, East, in Westfield.
Information also is available online at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Westfield Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner

tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Doodler Art Classes This class, for
children 18 to 36 months, will be held
from 9:15 to 10 a.m on Wednesdays
from January 18 until March 8. The
Mini-Doodlers class, for ages three
to five, will be offered from 10:15 to
11 a.m. on those same days. The fee
is $98 per person.

Kids On Canvas art class for grades
1 to 6 will be held from 4 to 4:45 p.m.
and for ages 3 to 5 from 3 to 3:45 p.m.
Both classes will be held on Mon-
days, January 23 to February 13. The
$85 fee includes all materials includ-
ing canvas board, paper and acrylics.

Karate (Ages 5-7): Held for 10
weeks on Thursdays from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m starting on February 2 and
ending on April 6, or on Saturdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. starting on
February 4 and running until April 8.
The cost is $55.

Field Hockey Indoor Clinics: (5th-
8th Grade) Held on Mondays Febuary
27 to March 20 from 3:30-4:30 p.m.
for seventh and eighth grades and
4:30-5:30 p.m. for fifth and sixth
grades. The cost is $20.

 Golf Clinics:  Held at Oak Ridge
Golf Course for ages 8-14. Class will
be held on Tuesdays April 25 to May
15 from 4 to 6 p.m. Limited spots are
available. Fee: $88.

Etiquette & Afternoon Tea: (Ages
6-12) Learn about the centuries-old
afternoon tea ceremony while enjoy-
ing an afternoon tea. This “hands-
on” learning experience includes in-
structional material, tea and other
scrumptious goodies. Held February
9 from 4:15 to p.m. Fee: $18.

Bowling League (Ages Pre K-
Teens): This 12-week program will
be held on Mondays beginning Janu-
ary 16 at 3:50 p.m. at Linden Lanes for
all children ages five to 14. Children
ages five to seven will bowl in a spe-
cial bumper division. An additional
bumper program is available to kin-
dergarten and pre-kindergarten chil-
dren and mothers on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. This program
will begin Wednesday, January 11.

Lift Tickets: Purchase lift tickets at
discount prices to many of the areas
most popular ski slopes. Call for de-
tails.

Daddy-Daughter Dance (first to
fifth grades) Mark your calendar for
our annual dance to be held on Fri-
day, March 10  at L’Affaire from
6:30-9:30 p.m. The cost is $40/per
person. Register now.

Manners Class (Ages 4-7): This
program teaches children about eti-
quette and how it should be practiced
in today’s world in a fun, interactive
manner. Hosted by Patty Manning of
“Mannerations.” Offered 3:45 to 4:30
p.m. on Wednesdays, February 15
through March 8. The cost is $83. It
will be held in the Municipal Build-
ing Community Room.

Mommy & Me Fitness/Play Class:
(Ages two to five) Children along
with their parent or caretaker will be
introduced to yoga, movement, danc-
ing, and musical play on Fridays from
January 20 until March 10 from 9:30-
10:30 a.m. The fee is $55.

Soccer Squirts: (Ages 3-6) Will be
held on Tuesdays starting April 25
and ending June 6. Class times: 10-
11 a.m. or 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Fee: $99.

Sports Squirts: (Ages 3-5) Mon-

days starting April 24 until June 5
from from 9:45-10:45 a.m. or 12-1
p.m. The fee is $99.

Strollersize/Fitness: (For mom and
baby) Held in Tamaques Park Wednes-
days from 9:30-10:30 a.m. starting
on April 26 until June 28. The cost is
$55.

Multi-Sports Spring Break Indoor
Camp: (Ages 5-14) Is held from April
10 until April 13 from 9 a.m.-1p.m.
The fee is $125.

Total Body-Works: This 60-minute
class involves an invigorating warm up
to get hearts pumping, then moves into
toning exercises using light weights.
All levels are welcome. Classes will be
held Tuesdays from 9:20 to 10:20 a.m.,
January 3 through March 7. The cost is
$65 and the program will be offered in
the Community Room.

Tennis: (Ages 3-Adult) This course
is a five-week spring tennis program
from May 9 until June 8 for begineer
to intermediate levels. A separate reg-
istration form is required.

The Teen Center is open on most
Friday evenings during the school
year between 7 and 11 p.m. for all
Westfield High School students. The
center features pool tables, ping-pong
tables, air hockey, video games, large
TV, VCR, stereo system, vending
machines and more. Student I.D. is
required.

The Night Place program is held
throughout the school year on select
Friday evenings and is open to all
sixth, seventh and eighth grade
Westfield residents for a nominal fee.
The program is held from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School. Featured activities include a
live DJ with dancing, movies, passive
games, basketball, refreshments and
more. The cost is $2 in advance and
$3 at the door. The remaining dates
are January 13, February 3, March 31
and May 12.

GREASE LIGHTNING...Race car enthusiasts gather at New Jersey Nostalgia
Hobby in Scotch Plains. January is National Hobby Month.

Imogen Heap Delivers
‘Sonic Joy’ on Solo Effort

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“You gotta hear this one song, it’ll
change your life.”

That line, used by Natalie Portman
to explain The Shins’ “New Slang” to
Zack Braff in Garden State, basically
sums up the reason I live for music. I
am continually floored by music’s
ability to provide a stress release, a
dance party, a moment of clarity at
the exact moment I need it. There is
no doubt in my mind that the experi-
ence of music is life-changing. But
there are few, if any, individual songs
I would say have changed my life; I
can think of countless songs I think
are amazing or powerful, but to be
life-changing…that requires some
extra sort of inspiration, some other
intangible element that sets it apart.

I randomly came across Imogen
Heap’s website online, and since she
sings one of the only listenable songs
that Muzak has ever put on the Gap’s
soundtrack (anyone who has ever
worked at the Gap understands what
a rarity a listenable song on the store’s
mix is), I decided to check out an-
other song of hers. I chose “Hide and
Seek.” And it changed my life.

She uses only her own voice and a
vocoder to layer phenomenal a-
capella chords around her lyrics, and
the effect is completely eerie and
almost disturbing. It’s so haunting,
but it has a stark beauty to it – the way
that her voices clash against each
other and then suddenly lock into
place on these lush chords only to
give way to unsettling silence is just
mesmerizing. It’s tortured and heart-
breaking and overwhelming – her
voice is so processed and electronic
but somehow it takes her words about
lost love and turns it into the most raw
and emotional musical outpouring
I’ve ever heard.

As soon as I was able to tear myself
away from “Hide and Seek” for a
minute (the song played on one-song
repeat on my iPod for three straight
days), I ordered the U.K. import of
her new album (a U.S. edition came
out last month), “Speak For Your-
self,” and I prayed that the rest of her
songs would offer more of the same
kind of musical transcendence.

Her album would have to be pretty
brilliant to live up to my expectations
(“Hide and Seek” affected me like
nothing I’ve ever heard before, re-
member?), and even though none of
her other songs sounded quite like
my life-changing one, “Speak for
Yourself” is one of the most inspired,
smartest, unique albums the popular-
music world has seen in a long time.

From the shiny electro-pop of
“Goodnight and Go” to the explosive
rock beats of “Daylight Robbery” to
the intricate instrumental layers of “The
Walk” and “Headlock” to the stark
beauty of “The Moment I Said It,”
Heap is dance party and comfort mu-
sic and everything in between. She
uses everything from carpet tubes to a
Speak & Spell to the mbira (a classical
instrument of Zimbabwe that produces
chime-like sounds) to her Mac com-
puter to arrive at her one-of-a-kind
sound. By the time she sings “wade in

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOING SOLO...Imogen Heap performs at The Living Room in New York City
in November 2005. She was set to kick off  a new tour of the United States this week
with a performance at New York City’s Avalon Ballroom last night.

the sonic joy” in “Daylight Robbery,”
there is no question that reveling in
music is exactly what she’s doing.

The strength of her lyrics is the
icing on the musically delicious cake.
“Goodnight & Go” (that one song
that stuck out on the Gap soundtrack)
spins a clever fantasy while watching
a crush from afar. In “Just for Now”
she easily captures the atmosphere of
a whole family-reunion holiday gath-
ering: “How did you know/it’s what I
always wanted/You can never have to
many of these/Will ya quit kicking
me under the table/I’m trying, will
somebody make her shut up about it/
Can we settle down please?”

Elsewhere, the haunting imagery
of “crop circles in the carpet” in “Hide
and Seek” combines with the song’s
aching vocal harmonies to add a whole
new depth and poignancy to the feel-
ing of loss.

A native Britain, Heap has collabo-
rated with producer Guy Sigsworth as
Frou Frou, releasing “Details” in 2002
(interestingly, Zach Braff hand-selected
“Let Go,” a track off of “Details,” for
Garden State). “Speak for Yourself” is
her second solo effort (she released her
first, “iMegaphone,” in 1998). Unlike
her debut, however, Heap really does
all her own talking here – she wrote,
recorded, mixed and produced nearly
every note of her new album.

“Speak for Yourself” is like a huge
49-minute musical present. Heap has
crafted an extraordinary series of bril-
liant musical and lyrical moments,
and the incredibly intricate ways in
which she has woven them together is
truly mind-blowing.

Her abilities in the studio are unde-
niable; more impressive still is her
live performance. In November, she
took a week-long trip to the States to
write and record a song for Disney’s
The Chronicles of Narnia, and I was
lucky enough to catch the two New
York City shows she played
bookending her week in Los Ange-
les. With such a layered sound, one
would might assume that she would
solicit a backing musician or two to
share the load on stage. Not so –
“Allow me to introduce my band,”
she joked as she took the stage alone
both nights, pointing to her keyboard,
laptop and mbira in turn. For the next
hour-plus, the one-woman tour de
force captivated her audience with
her agility – looping beats, melodies
and vocals, switching instruments and
harmonizing over her own voice.

This week, Heap returned to the
United States; on Tuesday night she
was scheduled to perform on “The
Late Show with David Letterman,”
but at the end of the show Letterman
announced that they had run out of
time and that Heap’s performance
would regrettably have to be post-
poned. At press time, it was unclear
as to whether Heap would appear on
last night’s program or on a yet-to-
be-set date.

Last night she was set to kick off
her new U.S. tour with a show at the
Avalon Ballroom in New York City.
For more U.S. tour dates or informa-
tion, visit www.imogenheap.co.uk. It
just might change your life.

* * * * * * *
Match Point, rated R, is a

DreamWorks SKG release directed
by Woody Allen and stars Scarlett
Johansson, Jonathan Rhys-Meyers
and Brian Cox. Running time: 124
minutes.


