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Raiders Surprise Blue Devils
In Girls’ Hoops Battle, 33-19

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Cagers Win Clash
With Blue Devil Boys, 64-62

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

even game until the middle of the
fourth quarter then that one girl stuck
that one three (pointer) and that turned
it all around. We will be okay! These
girls are feisty. These girls will step it
up.”

That one girl, who entered the game
when Lauren Mains got in foul trouble
and snapped a 15-15 deadlock, was
Raider freshman Rachel Kryper who
nailed a 3-pointer a few minutes into
the final quarter that seemed to un-
ravel the Blue Devils’ concentration
and open the floodgates. From that
point, Law rolled in three lay-ups,
Benovengo rolled in two lay-ups and
Zazzali sank another.

“When Mains got in foul trouble
and we took her out, Rachel did a
tremendous job on Erin Miller,” com-
mented coach Davis. “That (3-
pointer) really helped her confidence.
Today was kind of a breakout game
for her.”

Both teams were stymied by each
other’s defensive scheme. The Blue
Devils could not find a seam in the
Raiders’ defense and the few shots
that were taken by both teams ap-
peared to be rushed.

The Raiders took a 5-2 lead after
the first quarter. All points came via

free throws. Benovengo scored the
first lay-up of the game, three min-
utes into the second quarter and
O’Leary followed with the Blue Dev-
ils’ first 2-pointer. Benovengo sank a
free throw and Miller hit a 2-pointer
to make the halftime score, 8-6.

The Blue Devils took an 11-10 lead
with 2:30 left in the third quarter but
Zazzali knotted the score with a suc-
cessful free throw. Miller put in two
2-pointers while Law sank one but
Zazzali hit two more free throws to
tie the score heading into the fourth
quarter.

“They won their tournament but
we played in a pretty tough tourna-
ment ourselves. We did a better job
today than we did against Cranford in
the fourth quarter. Today, we took it
to them. We kept things under control
with the ball. We didn’t have any
turnovers. We made some foul shots,”
said Davis. “I don’t think they thought
we could defend them the way we
defended them. We pounded them on
the boards. We out-rebounded them.
We are bigger than them inside. We
were physical with them and I don’t
think they were ready for it.”
Westfield   2   4   9   4 19
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5   3   7 18 33

ball is when you have a talented team
like they do. However, we did a good
job by keeping our composure. We
made the right plays, hit our foul
shots at the end and did a good job
stepping up.”

Mike Venezia bucketed 29 points,
including four 3-pointers, and cap-
tured six rebounds to lead the 3-3 Blue
Devils. Dan Pritsker dished out three
3-pointers and finished with 12 points.
Tom Bonard hit a three-pointer, went
4-for-6 from the foul line, contributed
seven assists and made two steals.
Terron Rogers bucketed 12 points.

“In the first half, because of all of
the positive things that have happened
to us, our kids thought that we could
walk out there and everything would
click; however, we came out so flat
and it was disappointing,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“Scotch Plains physically over-
matched us and they took the ball to
the basket. We had mental break-
downs that allowed Bayard to be wide
open where we talked specifically
about not giving him an inch. They
talk about how they want to be good,
how they want to make runs at people,
but they have to learn that you need to
put together two halves. In the second
half, they fought hard where we did
bring it back to a tie game. You need
to continue to get stops, not let it slip
out and not get ourselves in that situ-
ation.”

Mental lapses and an offensive
drought in the opening quarter placed
the Blue Devils on the short side of a
26-10 score. Young drew first blood
with a lay-up and Bayard sank four 3-
pointers in the quarter. Venezia banged

a 3-pointer as did Pritsker.
Each team continued to play a fast-

break style of game in the second
quarter but the Raiders controlled the
boards to gain an 18-14 edge to spread
their lead to 20 at the half.

In the third quarter, the Blue Devils
communicated well and poured it on
strong, outscoring the Raiders, 17-8.
Venezia, Bonard, Rogers and Pritsker
all nailed 3-pointers to cut the lead to
52-41.

The Blue Devils successfully pen-
etrated the Raiders’ defense to
outscore the visitors, 21-12, in the
fourth quarter and even had the score
tied at 58. Venezia poured in two 3-
pointers, two jumpers and four free
throws. Rogers, Bonard and Pritsker
each scored two points. The Raiders
broke the tie when Dougher hit a
right-side jumper and a foul shot with
1:08 left. Young then hit a 2-pointer
and sank a free throw. Venezia fired in
his fourth 3-pointer as time ran out.

“We knew that we had to come out
and play tough and we didn’t. They
jumped out to a big lead and that was
it,” said Venezia. “We came out strong
and played well in the second half,
but it was not good enough.”

“There’s not much of a positive
you can take out of this game,” added
Bonard. “We felt we needed to win,
we had the opportunities and we
should have won the game. We can
prove to other teams that we have all
the tools and all the weapons to come
back, but we really need to lock down
teams in the first half and set the to
tone.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 26 18   8 12 64
Westfield 10 14 17 21 62

Raider Track Boys Get 2nd
In Union County Relays

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys indoor track team liter-
ally fell short of winning the Union
County Relays at Dunn Center in Eliza-
beth on January 4. The Raiders fin-
ished second with a team total of 41
while Elizabeth took top honors with
44 points. Westfield placed third with
29 points and Union Catholic tied
Rahway for fourth with a total of 28.

Raiders Nehemiah Burney-Porter,
Tom Pennella, James Alfano and an-
chor Kyle Robotham placed first in
the shuttle hurdles with a time of
33.1. John Badala, Anthony Nelson
and Mike Alleman combined to win
the team shot put with a distance of
133’7”. Robotham, who also an-
chored the third-place one-mile relay
foursome, anchored the 880-yard re-
lay but fell down and the Raiders
failed to score in the event.

Blue Devils Evan Friedman (880-
yards at 2:17.7), Donnie Turlington
(440 at 59.5), Kris Kagan (1,200 at
3:33.7) and anchor Jeff Perrella (mile
at 4:36) glided to victory in the dis-
tance medley relay with a time of
11:27.4. Alex Tarlow, Ray Chen, Eric
Scrudato and John Gagliano crossed
first in the two-mile relay with a time
of 9:08.2. Westfield also finished sec-
ond in the sprint medley relay at 4:01.1
and the Raiders took sixth in the event

at 4:16.6.
Union Catholic Vikings Garrett

Ellis, Julian Phillips, Nick Morrison
and Jon Cardadeiro won the mile
relay with a time of 3:50.6. The Vi-
kings finished second in the two-mile
relay at 9:12.9 followed by the Raid-
ers at 9:13.2. The Vikings also placed
second in the distance medley relay
with a time of 11:36 followed by the
Raiders at 12:01. The Vikings fin-
ished fifth in the 880-yard relay at
1:45.5 and the Raiders took fifth in
the team high jump with a height of
10’10” followed by the Blue Devils
also with a height of 10’10”.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Elizabeth 44, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 41, 3. Westfield 29, 4. Union
Catholic and Rahway 28, 6. Plainfield
26, 7. Union and Roselle Catholic 10, 9.
Johnson 9, 10. Linden 6, 11. Cranford
and St. Patrick’s 4, 13. Roselle 3, 14. 14.
Governor Livingston, New Providence
and Summit 2

Raider Cagers Singe
West Orange, 46-45

Junior Allie Zazzali put in six of
her 13 points in overtime to push the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team past previously
undefeated West Orange, 46-45, in
Scotch Plains on January 5. Zazzali
rolled in the winning lay-up with three
second remaining.

Jackie Law led the 5-3 Raiders
with 17 points, Loni Kaye had four
points and Lauren Benovengo, who
had five points, sank a free throw to
send the game into overtime. Najah
Harris scored 15 points and Fatia
Whitsett bucketed 14 for 5-1 West
Orange.
West Orange   5   7 12 13   8 45
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd   7 15   8   7   9 46

Softball League to Hold
Classes for Umpires

Men and women who enjoy the
game of softball can earn extra money
in their spare time by becoming cer-
tified softball umpires. The Greater
Union County Softball Umpires As-
sociation, in cooperation with the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Union County De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities, will conduct its annual soft-
ball umpires training program begin-
ning Tuesday, February 21.

The training classes will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday evenings
from February 21 through March 28
at the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth. The cost of
this six-week umpiring course is $125.
The classes are open to men and
women, 18 years of age and older,
who are interested in officiating soft-
ball games.

For more information and registra-
tion details, call the Union County
Amateur Softball Association office
at (908) 313-0983; or Bill Smith at
(908) 259-0154; or you can log on to
asasoftballucnj.org.

Crusader Cagers Jolt
Viking Boys, 53-52

Brian Kelly banged a 3-pointer with
a few second remaining to give the A.
L. Johnson High School boys basket-
ball team a 53-52 victory over Union
Catholic in Clark on January 6. Nike
Seamon scored 11 points and Chris
Esperon netted eight for the Vikings
and Bobby Dunn scored 21 points for
the 3-3 Crusaders. Kelly finished with
14 points.
Union Catholic 17   8 10 17 52
A. L. Johnson 12   6 15 20 53

Comet Cagers Singe
Lady Vikings, 28-27

The Hillside High School girls bas-
ketball team upped its record to 3-5
with a 28-27 victory over Union
Catholic in Hillside on January 6.
The Comets, led by Hassanah Oliver
who bucketed eight of her 13 points,
had a 12-1, second quarter run to take
a 15-11 lead at the half. Courtney
Harris led the Vikings with 10 points.
Union Catholic 10   1 10   6 27
Hillside   3 12   8   5 28

Alex Cena alex@shaleridge.net for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING THE BALL DOWN COURT…Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, brings
the ball down court with Blue Devil Gab O’Leary following closely behind.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING BY A DEVIL…Raider Sean Young, No. 33, dribbles around Blue Devil
defender Dan Pritzker. Young scored 17 points and grabbed 7 rebounds. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood won, 64-62.


