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SEASON TO GEAR UP WITH TOUGH PATRIOT DUALS

Raiders Tune Up With 60-15
Mat Win Over Blue Knights

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the tough Patriot Duals on the
horizon this past Saturday morning
and afternoon, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
worked on smoothing out some rough
edges with a 60-15, tune up victory
over an improving Irvington squad in
Scotch Plains on January 4. The Pa-
triot Duals, which will take place in
Blairstown, feature several tough
teams, including host North Warren
and 19th-ranked Lenape Valley.

“I want to commend them. They
did a great job,” Raider Head Coach
John Scholz said of Irvington. “Their
coaches really fired them up. Even
though the score may not show it,
each individual match their kid had a
shot. They had some good athletes.”

Beginning with the 160-lb bout,
Raider Joe Bachi tallied two escapes,
a reversal and a three-point near-fall
to claim a 7-4 victory over Blue Knight
Ken Jackson. After Raider Mike
McNeil received a forfeit at 171-lbs,
Nick Giannaci flattened 189-lb Derick
Burroughs in 56 seconds with a pan-
cake.

At 215-lbs, Raider Keith Baker was
taken down late in the third period by
veteran Max Philador to end up on

the short end of a 4-3 decision. Blue
Knight powerhouse Tom Weaver re-
corded a fall in 1:19 over Joe Foote at
heavyweight, using a slick ankle pick
to a cradle takedown.

After Wes Morrison received a for-
feit at 103-lbs, the Raiders bumped
their next five wrestlers up one weight
class beginning with Gary Schardien
who pinned Dwayne Watson with a
chin under hook in 1:11 at 112-lbs. At
119-lbs, Mike Ferrera recorded two
takedowns, a reversal, an escape and
a near-fall before settling Mike
Simpson with a half nelson in 5:04.

Raider Sal Gano kept his winning
momentum rolling by recording a
takedown and a cradle near-fall be-
fore turning 125-lb Nordeen Wright
with a half nelson in 1:21. Trevor
Cannon chalked up a takedown and
three near-falls before turning out the
lights on Elijah Hopkins in 55 sec-
onds with a half nelson. At 135-lbs,
Ricky Olsson punished Marc Duvert
but could not turn the stubborn Blue
Knight to his back and came up with
a 6-0 shutout.

“Sal is an aggressive kid. The ‘Beast
(of the East)’ fired him up. He’s ready
for the season,” said Scholz. “He is
going to be one of the big contenders
at 119. Trevor, I saw a lot of different

moves. The transition is big. Ricky
Olsson! What can we say? He’s an
animal!”

Pat Mineo scored two takedowns
and two near-falls on 140-lb Anthony
Jallah to carry a 10-1 lead into the
second period before adding another
takedown, then quickly pinning him
with a far arm corkscrew in 2:16. At
145-lbs, Joe Sette made the team
score, 60-9, by pinning Corey Chris-
tian in 1:40 with an arm bar and pull
back maneuver.

“We had some new guys in the
lineup. Joe Foote had a tough kid but
he is going to be big for us. I’m
pleased all the way through. The kids
took everything from the workout
room and brought it to the mats.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Bachi (S) d Jackson, 7-4
171: — Mike O’Neil (S) won forfeit
189: — Giannaci (S) p Burroughs, :56
215: — Philador (I) d Baker, 4-3
Hwt: — Weaver (I) p Foote, 1:19
103: — Wes Morrison (S) won forfeit
112: — Schardien (S) p Watson, 1:11
119: — Ferrara (S) p Simpson, 5:04
125: — Gano (S) p Wright, 1:21
130: — Cannon (S) p Hopkins, :55
135: — Olsson (S) d Duvert, 6-0
140: — Mineo (S) p Jallah, 2:16
145: — Sette (S) p Christian, 1:40
152: — Shane Samuels (I) p Mike Zam-
Zam, 1:55

VENEZIA PUMPS IN 21 POINTS, ROGERS BUCKETS 16

Blue Devil B’Ballers Silence
Cranford Cougar Boys, 66-51

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Mike Venezia hit for
21 points, guard Terron Rogers
pumped in 16 points and forward Tom
Bonard collected nine points and
handed out 11 assists as the Westfield
High School boys’ basketball team
silenced the Cranford Cougars, 66-51,
in Cranford on January 6. Sophomore
Simon Smith paced the Cougars with
a game-high 24 points.

“Whenever we play Cranford or
Scotch Plains, it’s always going to be
a battle, and it’s always going to be
difficult. I felt that if we could come
in here and play with that same inten-
sity as with Scotch Plains, we could
win and we did a good job,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly. “We
shot the ball very well, we defended

well and rebounded the basketball,
which was key.”

When asked about what the key to
the victory was, Everly said, “Venezia
learned a valuable lesson in Scotch
Plains in the second half. He kind of
took it on himself to bring the team
back and scored 19 points. Here he
came out and did the same thing. He
came out with intensity, he was tak-
ing the ball to the basket, he was
posting up and he was making three’s.
As to Bonard, whoever is the best
player on the court for the other team,
he’s playing them, whether it’s a point
guard or a big man, he’s going to do
it and he did a good job on Chris
Brown today.”(3-points)

Venezia converted four free throws
and finished with eight points in the
first quarter. Santo Nardi and Rogers
each smoked the net with a 3-pointer.
Bonard netted a jumper and Gerckens
dropped in a lay-up to give the Blue
Devils an 18-10 lead.

In the second quarter, the Blue
Devils zeroed in from long range.
Rogers nailed a 3-pointer and a lay-
up. Venezia sank two 3-pointers, Pete
Antonelli scorched the basket from
the right side and Gerckens dropped
in four points, building a 37-26 lead.

In the third quarter, Rogers’ hit two
3-pointers, Bonard bucketed seven

points, including a 3-pointer, Dan
Pritsker hit a jumper and Gerckens
connected from the foul line to ex-
tend the lead to 53-38.

“If you give Terron space, he’s go-
ing to make shots and he was open.
They gambled, they felt he couldn’t
make shots and their gamble didn’t
work out,” said Everly.

“We started out hot and did what we
had to do. They went to a box one-on-
one on Mike, so they left me open and
I knocked them down,” added Rogers.

Cougars Smith scored seven points
and Greg Van Horn hit a 3-bagger in
the 13-13, final quarter. Venezia added
seven points and Nardi netted a base
line jumper. Pritsker, Rogers and
Terrell Shaw each stroked the net for
one point.

“From the point of coming out, we
said that this game was going to be a
different story. We are going to come
out strong from the first quarter on
and play the whole game hard,” said
Venezia. “Cranford, like Scotch
Plains, they are good teams. They
have good shooters and penetrators,
so we needed to play them alike.
Coach is always saying just to put my
heart in it and everything will come
together and he’s right.”
Westfield 18 19 16 13 66
Cranford 10 16 12 13 51

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON THE GUILLOTINE…Raider Joe Bachi, top right, works on putting his Blue Knight opponent Ken Jackson
in a guillotine pinning maneuver in the 160-lb bout. Bachi did not totally “sever” relationships but he did win, 7-4.

Blue Devil Track Girls Take
Fourth in UC Indoor Relays
The Westfield High School girls

finished fourth in the Union County
(UC) girls indoor track relays at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth on January 9.
Westfield finished with 28 points,
while Summit won it first ever UC
title with a total of 36. Plainfield at 34
and Cranford at 32 finished 2-3, re-
spectively, while the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls finished sixth with 25
points.

The Blue Devils’ best showing
came in the two-mile relay where
Meg Driscoll (2:37.27), Rose Driscoll
(2:39.3), Danielle Parkinson
(2:45.97) and Ayn Wisler (2:33.6)
crossed second with a combined time
of 10:36.14. Karolyn Cook (28’6.75”)
and Katie Anderson (25’6.25”) placed
third in the team shot put with a
distance of 54’1”.

Erin McCarthy (30.91), Marlena
Sheridan (30.99), Christina Obiajulu
(1:07.8) and Stephanie Cortinhal
(2:36.87) finished fourth in the sprint

medley with a time of 4:46.57.
Catherine Cognetti (880 at 2:44),
JoAnn Mathew (440 at 1:11.3), Kim
Legones (1,320 at 4:20.13) and
Revenna Neville (1,760 at 6:07.15)
finished fourth in the distance med-
ley with a time of 14:22.5.

MaryKate Luker (1:10.86), Tessa
Schaaf (1:08.22), Meg Driscoll
(1:08.88) and Cortinhal (1:08.31)
placed fourth in the one-mile with a
time of 4:36.27. Emily Perry (4’10”)
and Schaaf (4’4”) placed sixth in the
team high jump with a height of 9’2”.
Perry (10.22), Luker (9.69), Schaaf
(9.92) and Sheridan (9.11) finished
sixth in the shuttle hurdles with a time
of 39.2.

The Raiders finished second in the
one-mile relay with a time of 4:32.4
and third in the 880 with a time of
1:59.3. In the two-mile relay, the Raid-
ers crossed fourth at 11:04.7 and, in
the sprint medley, they took sixth
with a time of 4:51.5.

Pingry Swimmers Top
Raider Boys/Girls

The Pingry boys and girls swim
teams claimed respective 111-59 and
93.5-76.5 victories over the visiting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys and girls swim team on January
9. In the boys’ meet, Pingry’s Brian
Wilson set a Junior National Inde-
pendent School record in the 100
butterfly in a short course meter pool.
Pingry’s Zack Cordero, John Guiffre,
Ed Layng and Wilson also set a school
record in the 400-meter freestyle re-
lay with a time of 3:43.82 breaking
the 1998 record of 3:45.99.

BOYS – PINGRY 111, SP-F 59
50 free: Ed Layng (P) 25.94
100 free: John Guiffre (P) 56.06
200 free: Guiffre (P) 2:04.27
500 free: Matt Miller (S) 5:54.33
100 breast: Sean Hager (P) 1:12.6
100 fly: Brian Wilson (P) 56.59
100 back: Ed Layng (P) 1:04.11
200 IM: Wilson (P) 2:16.06
200 free relay: P (Evan Mendelsohn,
Hager, Zack Cordero, Guiffre) 1:47.31
400 free relay: P (Cordero, Guiffre,
Layng, Wilson) 3:43.82
200 medley relay: P (Wilson, Hager,
Layng, John Kolb) 1:56.22

GIRLS – PINGRY 93.5, SP-F 76.5
50 free: Maja Feenick (P) 28.97
100 free: Katie O’Connor (P) 1:05.8
200 free: Ana Barry (P) 2:22.27
500 free: Feenick (P) 6:12.36
100 breast: Jen Layng (P) 1:24.48
100 fly: Jillian Murphy (S) 1:13.05
100 back: Kate Johnson (S) 1:13.46
200 IM: Murphy (S) 2:35.01
200 free relay: S (Kristen Henkels, Kate
Kosenik, Allison Haggan, Murphy)
1:50.25
400 free relay: P (Christina Daquila,
Barry, O’Connor, Feenick) 4:21.96
200 medley relay: S (Johnson, Erin
Rossi, Haggan, Annie O’Halloran)
2:19.01

WESTFIELD

A freshly painted exterior & wrap-a-round porch invites you into this lovely turn of the century Victorian.  This home
boasts 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths & an updated kitchen.  The charm of this home is further enhanced by hardwood floors,
stained glass windows, pocket doors & original moldings.  Close to schools, transportation & Westfield’s vibrant
downtown.  (052000575)

SCOTCH PLAINS
This distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous attention
to detail.  Set on an exquisite cul de sac and designed on a grand scale, this elegant home features a 2 story entry
foyer, designer gourmet kitchen, spectacular family room with stone fireplace, refined living room, gracious dining
room, office/study, four generous bedrooms, walk-out lower level with great room, full entertaining kitchen, exercise
room, bonus room & more.  The deck spans the entire rear elevation & overlooks an unsurpassed breathtaking 1.39
acres of specimen planting, lush lawns, patios & natural wooded area.  Call for your private tour today!  (052000541)

Welcome to this wonderful home situated on a large lot.  Pride of ownership abounds in the meticulously maintained Cape
Cod style home.  You will fall in love with the spaciousness this house affords with an oversized living room, family room,
kitchen & 3 amply sized bedrooms on the 2nd fl.  This house is a true gem & features hardwood floors, wood-burning
fireplace & 2-zone central air & heating.  The very large finished basement with a full 3rd bath presents an opportunity to
have a possible 4th bedroom / in-law/au pair suite.  Short distance from downtown & NY transportation.  (052000636)

WESTFIELD
Welcome to this lovely expanded ranch in the heart of Westfield.  This home has a flexible floor plan with generous
sized rooms to suit any lifestyle, with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout.  This home boasts four bedrooms, 2
½ baths, updated eat-in kitchen with breakfast nook, living room with wood-burning fireplace, central air, newer roof
and driveway, upgraded electrical and much more.  All lovingly maintained on a tranquil landscaped property.  DIR:
Central Ave. to Roger #330  (052000585)

Open House: Sun. 1/15  12-4PMCustom Built Colonial

Yesterday’s Charm / Today’s ConveniencesSpacious Cape $669,000 WESTFIELD $1,095,000

$1,295,000 $699,000


